
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



AN ESSAY 
ON THE SIN AND THE EVILS 

OP 

COVETOUSNESS; 

AND 

THE HAPPY EFFECTS WHICH WOULD FLOW 
FROM ▲ SPIRIT OF 

CHRISTIAN BENEFICENCE. 



II.LVSTRATBD BT A YABUTT OF FACTS, SBLEOTED FROM SACRED 
AlID CIVIL HISTORY, AND OTHER DOCUMENTS. 



BY THOMAS DICK, LL. D. 

*«» 

▲UTBOR OP THS ** CH1U8TIAH FBtLOSOPHBR,"-^** PHIL080PBT OP RBUOION"-' 

'^PHILOSOPHY OP A PVTURK 8TATK," — *' IM PEOVKMSMT OP SOCIETY BY THE 

DIPPUSION OP KMOWLEDOB,'* — " THE XEMTAI. ILLUMINATION 

AND MORAL IMPROVEMENT OP MANXINB)*' etC. etC. 



NEW YORK. 
ROBINSON, PRATT & CO. 

859 PEARL STREET. 

1836. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year 1836, by Robinson, 
Pratt & Co., in the Clerk's Office of the District Court of Con- 
necticut. 



Caae, Tiffimy & Co., Printer? Hartford, Coim. 



Digitized by 



Google 



PREFACE. 



The subject of the following treatise, considered in all its 
aspects, is one which has an important bearing on the happi- 
ness and improvement both of Christian and, Civil society. 
Impressed with a deep conviction of this truth, the author 
intended, sometime ago, to address his fellow-men on the 
subject ; but other engagements prevented him from catering 
on the consideration of the several topics connected with it, 
till about the month of August last, when a Prize, to be given 
for the best Essay on the subject, was announced in some of 
our religious periodicals. Being then engaged in conducting 
his work " On the Mental Illumination of Mankind," &.C., 
through the press, and in various other avocations, he could 
not find leisure to finish the Essay within the time prescribed in 
the advertisement. It was, however, sent sometime afterwards, 
and returned unopened, on the ground " that the carriage and 
porterage of it were not paid j^^ and had it not been for a par- 
ticular circumstance, the package might have been lost, as 
there was no intimation on its exterior as to whom it should 
be addressed and returned. These circumstances the author 
was disposed to consider as little short of an exemplification 
of Covetousnesa — the very evil which the Essays advertised 
for were intended to counteract. For, although a hundred 
, Essays had been sent, the carriage of which was two shillings 
NS) each, the whole sum thus expended would not have amounted 
O^ to above £10 — which could only b^ a trivial sum to the indi- 
V viduals who offered the Prize. And equity required, that 
those who had been at the expense of paper and quills, and 
TV who had devoted a certain portion of their time to the subject, 
■*^ in compliance with the request of those gentlemen, should 
have been freed from the expense of carriage, especially when 
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IV PREFACE. 

DO intimation of this circumstance was contained in the an- 
nouncement. But we too frequeotly find, that it is much 
easier to laud a virtue than to practice it, and to denounce a 
TiciQUs principle than to act in opposition to it. 

The Essay is now presented to the public by the Author, 
on his own responsibility, as he originally intended, in the 
hope that it may not be altogether inefficient, in counteracting 
the principle of Covetousness, and stimulating the Christian 
to those noble acts of Beneficence by which physical and 
moral evil may be prevented, religious society improved, and 
the world enlightened and. regenerated. Having b^en com- 
posed in the course of four or five months^ and in the midst oi 
many interruptions and avocations, it is hoped, the critical 
reader will candidly overlook any slight inaccuracies it may 
contain. 

Should any pecuniary emolument be derived from the sale 
of this volume, the greater portion of it will be devoted to the 
purpose of social and religious improvement. 

Bhoughty Ferry, near Dundee, > 

April, 1836. i ^/ 
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ESSAY 



ON C0VET0USNES3, OR THE LOVE OP MONEY. 



INTRODUCTION.- 

GnflMTiANiTir has now subtisted in the world 
^roughout the lapse of e^teen hundred years. Du- 
ring me fitst periods of -its existence when its facts and 
doctrines were propagated in their native purity and 
simplicity, uncontamtnated with Pagan ceremonies and 
worldly maxims ; its progress was rapid, and W|is ac- 
companied with many astonishing and ausfHcious re-, 
suits. The empire of the Prince of Darkness i?eas 
dmken to its centre, the altars of Paganism were over- 
turned, its oracles struck dumb, its worship forsaken, 
and its temples levelled with the ground • " The word 
of the Lord had free course and was glorified," and 
multitudes both of men and women, of the hi^er and 
tke lower ranks of society, formerly immersed in all the 
noes and abominations of heathenism, were '* turned 
from darkness to li^t, and' from the worfidiip of dumb 
idok to the service of the Uving Grod." By the un- 
wearied labors of the Apostles ai^ their successors, the 
knowledge of the true God was communicated to the 
inhabftants of the Grecian Mands, Asia Minor, the 
Northern coasts of Africa, the Southern shores jof Eu-!* 
rope, and throughout the 'greater part of the widely 
extended Roman Empire, where the abomiqations of 
Pttgan Idolatry had, for agaa, debaaed and demoraliaEed 
2 
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the minds of men. The daifcness of heathenishi be* 
mn gradually to yanish before the light of the "^ Sun of 
Ki^teousness," and a new and happier era appeared 
to dawn upon the world. The miluenoe of Christian 
principle was felt in all its force ; love knit together, 
in ^ the bond of perfection,** the various members of 
the Church ; a spirit of hdy fortitude, and of non- 
conformity to the world, pervaded the minds of the 
disciples of Jesus, and the ^ lust of the eye, the lust of 
the flesh, and the pride of life," were considered as un- 
worthy the pursuit of those who accounted themselves 
^strangers and pilgrims upon earth," and travellers to 
a blessed* immortality. 

Little more than two centuries, however, had elapsed, 
before a worldly spirit, and a /f love of pre-eminence,'' 
began to appear, and to diffuse their malign influence 
throughout every department of the visible church, — 
which prepared the way f<Hr the unhappy dissenttoos 
which uterwards arose> and for the long reign of Anti- 
christ over the nations. During the perioS of more 
than a thousand years^ ^ darkness" again "" covered the 
e^rth, and gross darkness the pe<^le. Pagan maxims 
and ceremonies b^an to be blended with the pure pre- 
cepts and subfime doctrines of. the Gospel ; vain spec- 
ulations were indulged on iquestions which the limited 
facuhies of man are onaUe to resolve ; a mukitude of 
unmeaning rites were slibslituted in the room of love 
to God ara man ; pride, and a desire of domination^ 
usurped the place of meekness and humility; the 
power of the clergy was alimented ; the tnshops as- 
pnred after wealth^ mi^nificence, and splendor, and 
their avarice^ extortion, and licentiousness, at lei^tfa 
became notorious even ta a proveVb. Errors in reli- 
gion, whether real or supposed, were punished by civil 
penalties and bodily tortures ; and the^ select lew vefaa 
adhered to the cause and ^ testimony of J^ns," and 
lifted iH> their voice against such abonunations, wei« 
reproadied and persecuted, and obliged to seek for 
shelter in deserts andmoontains, and in dens and caves 
o( the earth. Henc^ k liappened, that the epiiit oC 
gemiod religioB was almost evaporated ( camal max^ 
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ims and poficy were iirtroduced ; the love of richtti 
and aggrandizement be^an to gain the ascendancy ; 
and thu» a barrier was interposed to the propagation 
of the pure gospel of Jesus Christ, and to the renova- 
ticHi of the world. Even since the time of the Refor- 
mation irom Popery, it is amazing how little practical 
influence -Christianity has obtained over the nations 
who profess to have submitted to its authority. While 
its leadii^ principles and precepts are not called in 
question, as matters of mere opinion^ the great minority 
of professing Christians seem to act as if they were to 
be tefl; entirely out of view in their ordinary deport- 
ment, (n* a3 if there were im speciiSc difference between 
Christian principles and the corrupt maxims of the 
worid. 

It is a fact which cannot be denied, that, consideriqg 
the long period which has intervened since its first prp- 
mu%ation, Christianity has never yet produced all the 
practical tmd beneficent effects whichtnight have b^n 
expected frorn a religion introduced by the authority 
of heaven, and confirmed by a series of the most au- 
gust and striking miracles,r-Hior has its empire been 
emended tfiroughput the nations in any degree propor- 
ti<Hiable to the ,zeal of its first propagators, ana to ^e 
rapidity and the extent of its progress after it was first 
announced to the world. This is a £Gu:t which 1^ 
filled its sincere friends with deep regret, and which 
has been held up by its adversaries as a presumptive 
proof 'that its claims to a Divine origin are uufpunded. 
Although there ar^p, doubtless, to be found, in the prin- 
ciples of the Divine government, reasons inscrutable by 
us, why Christianity has been sp slow in its progress 
and so limited in its effects ; yet, I presume, that one 
grand reason is to be found m the fact, that the great 
majority of its professors have paid more attention to 
its theory than, to its jorocfica/ regumtion^-^-that its 
origincA record has been too. much neglected, and hu- 
mao systems substituted i!n its place, and that conten- 
tions about matter? of " doubtful disputation'' have dc- 
cupfe<i the rowi of fervent piety and practical gcxlli- 
ness. No nation under heaven has yet recognized its 
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princq^les and maxims, in all their extent, in its qhril 
and criminal code, in its legislative enactments, in its 
cokmial transacticHis, and in its intercourse with other 
nations. No Christian church has yet been formed on 
the prindple of a full and unreserved recognition of its 
precepts and laws, in all their bearings and practical 
appKcations ; and even the most exemplary Christians, 
in their general deportment, and particularly in the ap- 
plication of their wealth, fall idi shoit (^ what the re- 
t^on of the Bible inculcates. 

It is now high time that Christianity were recognized 
in all its holy principles and preceptive requiremepts, 
and that its votaries show tb the world that they have 
imbibed its heavenly spirit, and are determined to rise 
superior to the grovelling affections and the carnal 
{ikmcy of worldly men, and te f(^w the footsteps of 
their divine leader, and of his holy prophets ..^and apos- 
tles. If we etpect to behold the moral worid regen- 
erated, and Zion appear '^ beautiful and glorious in the 
eyes of the nations," we must exhibit our religion, not 
merely in theory,.butin its renovating andhsntficent 
effectB. If we ask surrounding nations to embrace its 
doctrines, and introduce among their people its divine 
institutions ; if we entreat the tribes of the heathen 
worid to listen to its stupendous fa^taand to receive its 
ordinuices and laws ; or if we uige the infidel to ex- 
amine vrith attention the evidences of its divine ordin- 
al, they have a right to demand from us proofs and 
examples of its benignant tendency and of its harmom- 
ous and beneficent effects. ^ If we could show, that, 
wherever it is professed, it uniformly produces love, 
brothe^rly affection, forgiveness of injuries, peace and 
harmony, philanthropy, temperance, chanty, and a 
spirit of*^ noole genert)sity ; if we could say vrith Lac- 
tantius, one of the eariy Apologists, ^ give me a man 
that is wrathful, malicious, revengeful, and, vrith a few 
wordfiT of God, I will make him calm as a lamb, give 
me one that is a covetous, higgardly miser, apd I will 
give you him again liberaJ, bountiful, and dealing out 
of his money by handfuls ; give me one that is fearful 
of pain and death, apd immediately 1^ shall despise 
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racks atidcvosses^ and the most dreadfol ptmkdilneRt* 
jrott can invent" — could we, with truth Mid fflncerit^ 

Eit^se to the world such arguments and examples iik 
ehalf of our holy reli^on,— couW we show that in 
every ctee where a Christian or a Christian society as 
to beibund, such virtues are uniformly di^layed^ the 
progres3 of Christianity over the globe would soon be 
accelerated, and^ righteousness and praise wouH,'* ere 
lidn^, ^spring forth before all the nations;" And, I 
venly believe, that, till we <ian exhibit our fpehgion in 
all its amiable and beneficent effects, its progress wiH 
be comparatively feeble, and its enemies numerous 
and powerful. We have been long etiffaged in con- 
troversies about theological opinions; and, in such con- 
tentions, have ^ too frequently overlooked tbef ^and 
{practical ot^ectS' which it is the design of Christitoity 
to accomplish. The^overnment pr the temper, the 
regulation of the aifections^ and the mortification of the 
principle of sin and ccnruption, have beeh, in a great 
measure, lost sight of, amidst the fiery, zeal which has 
semetmes been displayed in the propiBigation of dog- 
mas and opinions, which do not enter into the c^ssenee 
of o«r holy religion. While We bave endeavored to 
disphy our bravery as champions in the cause' bf^r* 
thcNdoxy, we ha^ too frequently given vent to unhal- 
lowed passions^ and aspired after woridly emolument 
and applimse, instead of ^ the honor which Cometh from 
Gk)d alone." 

Of aH the practical requisitions of ChristiaMty, there 
is none which aesems to be so much overlooked as the 
duly of^ contributing, with liberality, fc^r the extensicta 
of the Gospel, the. diffusicm df knowledge, and the gen- 
eral imprOfement of mankind. This has been owing 
to the prevalence of that most vile and unchristian pro- 
peqsity, designated in Scripture by "^CoveI^ousness, 
which is Idolatry" — a propensity which has affected 
all ranks of men, from the highest to the lowest, and 
which is characteristic of multitudes who maike a glar- 
ing profession of evangelical religion. Were this sin- . 
gle affection either undermined or extirpated, a deluge 
of miseries would . soon be swept away from our sw« 
2* * 
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ferii^ . world— ]dulanUiromr wouU distribute its thtm- 
sand Uessings among all ranks; uniyersal educatioa 
would be established in every land; Zion would be 
buik up even in troublous times; ^ Gkxl would appear 
in bis gloiy^ to men ; the benighted heathen "V^^c^ij^d, 
ere long, be enlighten^ with tte ^ day spring from enk 
Wghy*^ and. the way prepared for the ushenng in ^ 
that glorious perioa when ^the knowledge offehovdh 
shall cover the earth, and the kingdoms of this wor^ 
become-the Idngdoin^ of our tiord, and of his Mes- 
siah.** 

In the illustration 0f diis subject the following plan 
mw be adopted, ' * 

I. . I shau describe the disposition or propensity de* 
si||iated "by ^ Covetausne^g/* as it has operated, and 
ml operates in Christian, and civil society. 

II. > Demonstrate its absurdity atid trratHmaliiy. 
^ in. Show its inconsistency with Christian princi- 
ple, and the^ general tenor of the Word «bf God. 

IV. Illustrate some of the M^ which flow from 
the indulgence of Covetousness. 

y. I^estigate the Princ^plesby which Chrntiaiis 
shoukl be directed in the application of their weakb. 

y I; Illustrate sope of the Bent^ w4iieh woukl r^* 
suit to Ciuistians and general society, ^efe Covetous; 
ness^undemiined, and an opposite principle universally 
cultivated. ^ 

yil. State some <^ the meoM to be^ used, in order 
li^eomteracf the influence of Covetousness, wd to pro- 
jMIe a spirit of Scriptural fiberality among Christiaii8. 

yill. ' Ofibr a few solemn considen^tions to differ- 
ent classes of individuals in relalion to l|uts snfajeet. 
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rGOVBTpVSNESS, AND THB VARIOUS MODES IN WHICH 
IT HAS OPERATED IN THE WORLD, AND Hf CHRISTIAN 
SOCIBTir. 

CoVetovsness ccmsists in m inordinate desk^ of any 
wavldly enjoyment, particularly richeSi for the purpose 
of gratifying ambition, ayari^e, or sensual desires. It k 
the opposite of generosity, or that hberality and eroi- 
tewtment which the word of G<pd inculcates. 

The Creator has furnished the material world with 
ao immense variety of t^bjects, ami has endowed us 
with sensitive organs, through the medium of which 
those objects may be perceived and enjoyed. He hab 
also implanted in qs-desires and affections which» in su- 
bordiiialion to higher <aims, W6re intended to be directed 
to the objects of the visiblfe world, and the enjoyment 
of the good things^ of this life. We may lawfully de*- 
sire Water to quench^ our thirsty food to nourish our bo- 
dies, clothes to^ cover us^ and comfortable shelter and 
accommodation — if such desires be regulated by Icrip- 
ture and reason, and t^onfined within their proper 
bounds. We may even desire the possessions of others 
when they are wilting to relinqiush them, mid when we 
are able and willing to offer them a fair and equitaUo 
compensation. We rtay lawfully labor by the exertion 
ekber of our bodily or mental powerd, tp accjuire a more 
comfortable house or garden than what we now pos- 
sess, and to enjoy a little more of the external bounties 
q( Plrovidence, when proper motives regdate our exer- 
tions and our aims. For, the Creator has exhibited, in 
his ereatioaaroutid U69 an immense variety of beautiw 
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and sublhnities, to gratify the eye and the imagihatiao, 
and has furnished the world in which we Hve with a 
multiplicity of delicious fruits, flowers, herbs and roots, 
to gratify every taste, as well as to aflbrd nourishment to 
our animal system. It is, therefore, evident that he in- 
tends his creatures should participate the sweets of sen- 
sitive enjoyment. " For every creation of God is good, 
and nottung to be refused, if it be received with thaidss- 
giving.** " I know," says Solomon, " that it is^ good 
6ff a man to: rejoice and to do good in his I]fe,'sliul also 
that, every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the 
good of ail his labor^ for it is the gift. of God.*' Every 
thing in the system of nature is so arranged as to pro- 
duce pleasure and sensitive enjoyment, when used with 
moderation, and according to the design intended by 
the Creator, To condemn the moderate use of seiis»- 
tive enjoyments, or to inculcate the austerities of an 
ascetic life is, therefore, repugnant to the dicti^es boitk 
of reason and revelation, and tends to fru6ti*ate the 
beneficent des^s of Him .whose goodness and "ten- 
der mercies are over ^1 his works." : ^^ 

It is not, therefore, in the simple deareof worid- 
ly good that covetousness consists;, but in an ifwr- 
dinate desire of sensitive objects and ^njoyments-^^ de- 
sire which is inconsistent with the rational natdre of 
man, and with our duty to our Creator and our fellow- 
jj^n. Covetousness assumes a variety of forms, and 
maiufests itself in many different modes. . 1. It a}^eiU*8 
in its most degrading form in hoarding Tnoney, and (k- 
^iril^ff house& and lands, for the mere purpose c^cmn- 
cumulation, when* there is n6 intention of enjoying such 
wealth, or bAnging it forth for the good of society. 
This is the characteristic of the mian who is denoinkiated 
a mt^er^— a word which originally Unifies wreteiied, ot 
wiAjBro&Ze, as all such persons necessarily are. 2. It ap- 
pears under the pretence^f making primsian for Mi* 
dren—hB. pretence which is generaUy nothing mcmtban 
^ cbak to^cover the principle of avarice which ui fixed in 
^mind. 3. It operates mos^ frequently £(h* the purpose 
of gratifying sensual propensitiei^--Klisidayk^ etqgaiice 
ifn, 4^^^ ^ fiiiiiiture,<aod giving Bcope to a spirit o( 
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pnie and amtntioD. In these, aii4 mwy oUier w«yi, 
this vile affection manifests itsetf, robbing m^ of the 
true glory of his nature, degrading him in sonie r^^pects 
below the level x>f the .brutes, ondermining every prin- 
ciple of religion, counteracting human happiness,,|)re- 
venting the renovation of the world, and reducing the 
soul to the level of a grovelling idolator who "wor- 
ships and serves the creature more than the Creator, 
who is blessed forever." 

This inordinate desire of wealth has been productive 
of more mischief and misery in the world than almost 
any other, unhallowed affection of the human heart. 
It has been the malignant source of almost all the evils 
which J^ave been introduced into the social state, and 
of all the sorrows and sufferings to which the inhabi- 
tants of the earthy in every age liave been suBiected. 
In order that we may clearly pe?rceive the- malignity 
iji this affection, it may not be improper to take a cur- 
sory view of ihe^ effects it has pipduced, and of the 
manner in which it has, operated, both in the wor)d at 
large and in Christian society^ . « 



SECTION I. 

On the operations and effects of Covetousriess as dis* 

played in the vx>rld at large. 

♦ 

This vile 'affection may be considered s» the first 
display which was made in pur world of sin or re- 
beflion against God. Our -first parents commenced 
their apostacy from their maker, by coveting tl^e fruit 
of " the tree of knowledge" which he had expressly in- 
terdicted under the highest penalty. Though, thiey 
were surrounded by the munificence of the deity, 
tbou^ they were permitted to eat of e^ery other tr«e 
incite garden of Eden, and possessed every thin^ that 
was pleasapt to the eye and delicious to the teste — ^vet 
tbt^ dar^dto.put forth their hands to the forbidden 
fruit, from the covetous propensity of enjoyinc what 
w«i not theur own, and tLe ambitwus desire cf beii^ 
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**liKe the ^'s and knowing good and evil." This 
covetous and ambitious act " brought death into^ the 
world arid all our woe," and was the prelude and fore- 
runner of all those devastations and miseries which 
avarice and ambition have entailed on the inhabitimts 
of the world. Wfe have reason to believe^ that this 
woful propensity in conjunction with ambition vrith 
which it is insepambly connected, in one shape or 
another, was the principal cause of the wipkednei^s 
which abounded in the world before the iflood, and of 
the overwhelming deluge which swept away it^ inhabi- 
taiits. For we are told, that **the earth tvas filled 
with violence"^— plainly intimating, that wars and ^de- 
vastations were every where carried on— that a' sys- 
tem of rapine arid plunder uhiversally prevailed— that 
the f<trbng and -powerful, forcibly (Seized the possessions 
of the weak— 4hat the poor and needy were robbed 
tod oppressed-^that cities were dertiolished, fields and 
tipeyardsjaid waste, and the ploughshare of desinic- 
tion droven through every land. jl 

The li^ote history of the vfOrld, since that period, 
moy Ibe considered as little else than & revolting detail 
of the operations of covetousness and ambition, and of 
the direful effects they have produced on the destimes 
of mankind. The. oppressions which Babylon and As- 
svria exercised over the Jews aqd neighboring hations, 
^ the plundering of the sacred vessels which belonged to 
* the temple of Jehovah ; the mad expedition of Xerxes 
against the Grecians, vnth his numerous fleets and ar- 
mies, and the slaughters tod devastations^ they pro- 
duced; the boundless ambition o( Alexander, his cruel- 
ties and mjustice, his burning of cities, plund^rmg of 
payees and temples, and the destruction of thousands 
aqd millions by^ his conquering armies, while engaged 
in the mad pursuit of universail empire ; the atrocities 
mA murders committed by Ws suceessorr, and thfe 
commotions and revolutions which folk) wed in their 
train ; the plunder, butchery, and devastation* of the 
Roman legions, and the terror thev inspired thrdugfaoot 
surrounding nations ; the dreadnil ^contests between 
Jlome and Carthage^ knbwir by the name ^ihe P^mic 
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loctrs, which lasted for more than forty-five year^ and 
m which millions of human beings were^ sacrificed to 
the demon of war; the slau^t^r and ravages pro-, 
daced by the. jealousy and ambition of Caesar and romr^ 
pey ; the terriUe desolations and carnage produced 
throughout Asia and Africa by Mahomet aud his fen>- 
cious discipte^, !while they i^ere laying waste cities 
without fiunlber, and cutting in pieces all the enemies 
of Jslamism ; the commotions, assassifuations, murders, 
and contests^ >vhich.iiappened during the . reign of the 
Romau Emperors.^ the piHage of Rome by the barba- 
rous Alaric, when the stre(ets and houses were deluged 
yp^. blood, the buildings enyejppej in flames, the 
monumients of ancien$ grandeur ; Qvertumed and the 
sojdiery raged ^ndsravaged with aU the ferocity otin- 
femal demons ; the irruption of the Goths and Vandals, 
\Ao rushed like a tor^nt into the Ron^an fl^Apire, 
who respected neither rai^, ace nor sex, who covered 
the eacth with carnage., and whose rente wa^ uniformr 
ly marked with desplation and with blood ; the incur- 
sions of the Scythians who rushed with irresistible im^ 
pulse on- wi^stern Europe, exterminating the inhabitants 
wherever they . came> .«^ threatening almost total 
destruction to the human race ; the ravages of Jenghis 
Khau, th6 most bbpdy couqueror that ever, existedt 
who, in twenty-two- years, destroyed fifteen millions^of 
human beings, and- transformed their countries into 
hideous desej[t& ', the mad expeditions of the Crusaders, ' 
who went fqrtE by millions along the eastern parts of 
Europe, > breathmg ^t threateqings and slaughter 
against the inhabitants of Asia ^ the ferocious aiid nend- 
fike wars of the Turkd agmost Christian nations — ^these, 
and thousands of similar scenes of atrodty and plunder 
which have entailed misery amd destruction on hundreds 
of miUiops of the human race, are to be attributed to 
the insatiable hist of covetousness, when pandering to 
the purposes, of ambition and worMly a^andizement. 
' In the wars of modem times, and in the numeroi:^s 
expeditions which have been undertaken for the dis- 
eo¥ery. wd colonization of ni^w; countries, the- same 
^ipeibus lorinfcipiea: have been almost upiformly (fis- 
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' playted. No 'sooner' liad Columbus discoireFdd a por-< 
ti<m of the Western World than the cursed hve^geM 
b^^an to absorl^ the whole attention of his f<rfiower£C^ 
iSfo desire to confer benefits on the natives, ic^ho itktiosl 
aldoredtherti, seems ever to have entered their breaste> 
but, on the other hapd, they displayed ererjr q^ebies rf 

Eerfidjr,irihumanity and injustice; and. inflicted evei^ 
ind of cruelty on thi^ IMiatis if they could but extort 
from them th^ golderi ttreasures they possessed. As if 
the acqui^tion of gold had been the great end of hu» 
mm (Existence, their whole facolt^s and exertions were 
directed to this object. They T^eiit from Onepart- of 
the isknd on which they had landed to another ; they 
safled eastward and westwafrd, and from one island to 
another ; and wherever they went, their sole inquiry 
Ivas for the mountains afad vales where gold was to be 
obt^ed. The island Htspaniola was. the earliest set- 
tlement; of the Spaniards in the New W6rld, on account 
ojf'the quafttity of gold it supplied, . They forced its in- 
habitants, as s6 mai^y slaves,, to dig this object 'of their 
f avarice out of the bowels of the earth, and wheh the 
source ctf it vras dried upj they exterminated the natives 
1^ a series of barbarities mwe shodfcing than ever be^ 
fore disgraced the history of man. Of two millions of 
inhabitants which the island contained when discovered 
by Coliimfcus in 149^, scarcely -150 were alivc^in 1545, 
^ only about fifty years afterwards. tThe/ conquest ^ 
Mexico by Cortez and his followers, impeded by ail in'- 
satiable lust for gold, was accompanied with, horrors, 
atrocities and slaughters more dreadfiil and revolting 
than almost any other scenes recorded in the annals (rf^ 
our ra6ei, To prepare the way for enjojritig the phm^ 
der they had in view, the uno^ending Inmims* wer© 
butchered by thousands, and their towns laid in rdns. 
Throughout the whole of their progress, their route was 
mturked with pei^dy, injustice, carnage and deeds (^ 
atrocious cruelhr. On one occasion, «ixty Cdckjfues or 
leaders of the Mexican empire, and 400 nobles were 
burned alive widi the utmost co6lness and deliberation; 
md to complete the horrors of the sbene» the dbMrea 
and relations of the wretched victims were assbubied 
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and compelM io be spectatcnrs •43( their dying agonies. 
Oa aaother occasion^ when the inhabitants of the city 
of Mexico were celebratii^ a festival, and all the pfto« 
pie, particularly the nobles, were dressed in theff rick- 
ed decorations, under the pretence of an intended 
conspiracy— the Spaniards^ in order to glut their ave*^ 
rice, fell upon the unthinking Mexicans, slaughtered 
2000 of the nobles, and stripped their dead bodies of 
all their valuable ornaments. J^very right was violate^ 
which is generally held sacred even by hostile natic^s. 
On every trivial occasion the Indians were massacred 
in great, numbers, their lands appQrtioned among the 
Spaniards, the inhabitants reduced to slaves, and forced 
to work without payment at all their public worksy 
while the officers distributed into different provinces, 
faithfully imitated their avaricious commander in ali 
his excesses and barbarities. In the siege of Mexico 
alone, no less than a hundred thousand of the natives 
fell by the sword, besides those who perished by fa- 
mine and other causes connected with warfare. And 
all these revoltipg scenes were produced in violation of 
every moral principle, merely to gratify the unbounded 
desires of sQrdid minds for the unsatisfying treasures 
of gold and silver. And while thev had the effirontery 
and impiety to elevate the standard of the Crw* and to 
implore the God of armies to assist them in their con- 
quests, no 'means were overused to meliorate either 
the physical or mor^l. condition of those whom they 
had so cruelly plundered. But God, whose laws they 
had so wantonly violated^ caused them to suffer a just 
retribution, as a punishment for their enormities and 
their avaricious desires. For numbers of Ihem wer# 
butchered by the enraged Mexicans in their retreat 
from the capital, and those who were taken alive wepe 
carried off ia triumph to the temples and sacrificed with 
all the cruelties winch revenge could invent, to the God 
of war, — ^while their companions at a distance, heard 
-their dismal screams and .piteous lamentations. Many 
of them so overloaded thenftselves with bars of gdd as 
retarded theur flight, so that they fell ignominiou^y, the 
yki^mt of their abominable avarice, and a great part 
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of the gold and treasures ttey expected from their 
t^onqoestSy was commioided by their enemies to be 
thrown into the lake. Such are the effects of the 
operation of that detestable passion which has so long 
degraded the character of man, and which tramples 
under foot every prmciple of virtue, and every di^te 
of justice and humanity. 

The same litrocities were committed, and the same 
execrable propensities dii^layed in the expedition of 
Pizarro and his fdllowers for the conquest oif Peru. In 
order to glut tbeu: avarice hv plundering the gdlden 
treasures of this country, the basest treachery, and tj^ 
most cold-blooded cruelties, were exercised. Under 
profession of amity, they seized upon the Jnca or Em* 

Speror of the country, who had received them in a friend- 
mluoner, and had commanded his attendants to offer 
is strangers no injury ; »^ butchered, with deliberate 
and unrelenting fury, above 4,000 o[ his attendants, 
who never offered the least resistance ; after which 
they passed the night in the most extravagant exultar 
tion, at the greatness of the phmder they had acquired 
from the braies of the slain. The Inca, in oraer tm 
poffain his liberty, promised them as many vessels of 
gcSd as would fill an apartment twenty^two feet long, 
nxteen <wide and eiffht high; and after having des- 
patched messengers throughout his kingdom to collect 
the promised treasures, he had ful^lled his engage^- 
ment — they not long after, under the wxmt ridicukxus 
pretences, ccmdemned hhn to bo burned alive. The 
lxM>ty thev obtamed b^ such atrocious deeds, amounted 
to more 'than twt> miluons of pounds sterting. The day 
appointed for the partition of this enormous sum was 
die festival of St. James, the patron saiqt of Spam ; 
1^, although assembled to divide the s(k)ils of an in. 
noeent people, procured by deceit, extortion, and cruel* 
tff they had the impiety and audacity to commence the 
trantoction with a solemn invocation of the name o^ 
God, as if they had expected the benediction of Hea* 
4|pen in distributing those vrages of iniqinty. Stieh was 
the eommencement and such the progress of the ex- 
pe^B^km hj which the emipire of iWu vtas subji^ted 
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to the dominioQ of Spaifi. A curse has i^ted upon the 
mreakh wUch was tbufl procured ; and the nation that 
santctioned such injustice and atrodties, has, in the just 
providence of Grod, suffered the punishment due to its 
cruelties and' avarice. Instead of being enriched by 
sudi treasures, it ( has been impoverished. That very 
wealth which its mhabitanta sq ardeotly desired, and 
fer the acqinsitioQ of which they violated every |mnci* 
^ of re%i(xi and mcHraHty, (atid the foundation of 
Spanish indolence, checked the increase of popidation, 
prevented the exertions of industry in the inqHrovement 
of agriculture, manufactures and conunerce, which are 
the oidy true sources of wealth, and has reduced dienr 
fcountry from one of the most powerful and wealthy of 
£urq>ean kingdoms, to a state of comparative poverty. 
The wars which have, of late years, been carried on m 
that country, and in its former ccdonies^ and the com* 
motions and massacres which are at this moment taking 
place) may be considered as part of the punishment for 
national raences, inflicted hy Him who ^ vimts the ia^ 
cpities of the fathers upon the children to the third and 
mftth generatton" — thns^ by a kind of retributive ju»- 
tKe^ avenginfl tfa« many innocent nations which w^re 
ravaged by meir forefathers on the continent of Aiber* 
ica. 

Another mode in winch Covetouaiess has displayed 
its malignity is, the Traffic in slaves. Among tne cir- 
cumstances connected with this trade, are found what<^ 
ever is dark in treachery, odious in cruelty, or horrible 
in war, — whatever afflicts the body or degrades and tor* 
tures the soul. It is a traffic which has suffocated tkbu* 
sands, of human beings in the cells, of a floiating dun* 
geon, phmged ten th<nisands into a watery gniye» and 
doomed the survivors to long years oi captivity and 
sorrew, under the lash of relentless task-masters— a 
traffic which has produced wars and massacrea c^ ev* 
ery description, torn asiinder the most ^^leaiing ties, 
trampled under foot every di<^te of justice and human^ 
ity, transformed civilized men into infernal fiends^ and 
embodied in it whatever has been feared or imagin^^ 
in the cup of human woe. Yet this infernal, tiaffic 
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has been encouraged and carried on by men wbo-make 
liiigh pretensions of their improvement in science and 
civilization j by States that, with the most glaring in- 
consistency, boast of the liberties they have accpiired 
above all other nations ; by Roman Pontiffs who pre- 
tend to be Christ's vicegerents on earth ; by thousands 
who profess the greatest zeal for the interests df Re- 
ligion, and who wouW consider themselves a« scandal-, 
ized and insulted, were we to refuse them the name of 
Christians — and all for the purpose of glutting their 
insatiable lust of Avarice, at the expense of the blood 
and sufferings of their fellow men; Early in the 15th 
century, the Portuguese, under the authority of the 
Pope, explored the African coast, planted colonies, and 
reauced the Africans to slavery. The decrees of five 
successive Roman Pontiffs "granted,, conveyed and 
confirmed to the most faithful king [of Portugal,} a 
right to appropriate the kingdoms^, goods and possess- 
ions of all infidels, wherever fo be found, to reduee 
tkesd persons to perpetual slavery ^ or destroy them from 
Ito earth^^ for the declared pUrpote " of bringing the 
L6rd's sheep intb dne Dominican fold under one Uni- 
versal Pastor." By whom, then, was this atrocious 
commerce opened, and by Whom has. it been so long 
and ardently pursued ? By the subjects of their Most 
JFaitkfuly most Catholic^ €tnd most Christian Majesties, 
Defenders of the Faith ; by British subjects, who have 
only lately oeen forced to abandon it, and by the citi- 
zens of the Most Republican States, vrith the' sanction 
of his holiness the Pope, It has been calculated that,- 
in this accursed traffic, eight miHions of slaves have 
been shipped in Africa for the West India Islands and 
the United States, ten millions for South America, and 
two millions have been taken and held in slavery in . 
Africa ; ih all, about twenty millions of nesroes nvho 
•have been consigned either to botidage qr to <leath.* 
Reckoning the value of each dave at 4i40 Sterlmg, 
this horrid tradie has accumulated for its unprincipled 

- " • " : . L: L. ^..„ 

* See Qurlcy's *' l*ife of Aslimun " page 101, Printed at Washings 
ton in 1835. . - *'«'.* ^ 
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abettors, the enormpus sum of £800,000,0009 a sum 
which would be nearly sufficient for effectiiig the physr 
ical and moral renovation of our world ; but the great- 
^ part of which, we have too much reason to believei 
has been wasted in Ii|xury and debauchery. 

I have stated these more atrocious acts of avarice, 
for the purpose of showing to what a pitch of yricked- 
ness and barbarity the principle of coyetousness will 
lead it& votaries when no human laws or. prudential 
considerations interfere ^o obstruct its progress. \ Mep 
are apt to imagine, that the occasional indulgence in 
covetousness, in respect to little things, can produce no 
great harm, when actions directly criminal are not re- 
sorted.to for its gratification, — that, to take a quarter of 
an ounce from a pound of suggr, an inch from a yard 
of print, a ^ remnant" from a suit of clothes,— to ask. 
more than the fair vahie for an article of merchandize, 
to withhold a fe^ pence or shillings from a J)hilanthro* 
pic institution, or to desire the wealth of others which 
we cannot by fair ipeans obtain, must be faults of triv- 
ial copsid^ration, and can produce little injury to gen- 
eral society. $ut such persbns ought to coi^sider, that 
the very same principle which operates in such case^ 
if left to its own native ^nerffies, and to operate with- 
out control from the force ot human laws, would l^d 
to all the atrocities and scenes of horror to whicl^ we 
have now ajluded, and wpuld, ere long, transform the 
world into a field of plunder, an immense cbarnel 
house, and as ha^bitation of denK>ns. Were its i^uepce 
universal, it would destroy the happiness of rational 
beings, subvert the moral order of intelligent agents, 
both in heaven and om earth, and even sap ii^ foundar 
ticMis of the tlwone pf tbe Eternal Jlence, it is descri- 
bed in scripture as "the root op aw bvh^** and de-? 
sLmated by the tenn idolatry ; a crime vliich, above 
aU others, has a tendency to degrade the character of 
man, and to subvertthe relations in wluch he stands to 
his fellow creatures, and to his Cre<«i?^— which mclude^ 
in it a comprehensive summary of wickedness, pridei 
4J(|eI)ood, iKia%uty^ rpbellioo, ^^tred of mprsu excel- 
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lence^ and the basest ingratitude towards him **in Whom 
we Kve and move, and have our being,'* 

Besides the more barbarous acts of plunder to which 
I have adverted, there are innumerable other acts in 
the conduct of nations and societies, flowing from the 
same principle, which are ^every day committed with- 
out a Wush at their enormity and injustice. Almost 
the whole of our colonization tystem has been -com- 
menced and carried on from a principle of avarice ; 
when the rights of independent tribes have been inva- 
ded, and their territories wrested from them without 
an adequate compensation. Whether we go to Amer- 
ica or Afiica, the West Indies or Hindostan, or wherev- 
er colonies have b^en established by European nations, 
we shall find numerous exemplifications of the truth of 
this position. Instead of rendering our geographical 
discoveries subservient to the happiness and improve- 
ment of rude and unenlightened tribes ; we halve sent 
out expeditions to deprive them of the property which 
God and nature had given them, to massacre afnd id 
hunt them as wild beasts froni the face of the earth, 
for the purpose of acquiring plunder, and gratifying our 
avaricious desires. And when we have thus laid the 
foundation of our colonies in avarice and injustice, we 
have next oppressed their inhabitants by arbitrary 
enactments and exorbitant taxes, which have frequent- 
ly led to protracted and expensive wars, in which our 
treasures, acquired by injustice and oppression, have 
been wasted, our previous riches and prosperity dimin- 
ished, and our finances sometimes brought to the verge 
of ruin. It is thus that the Governor of the world fre- 
quently punishes the crime df aVarice, hy forcing it 
j^ain to^isgorge those riches which were unjustly ac- 
quired, an^to make nations perceive, if they have any 
moral percet4ions, their sin in their punishment. Hence 
when the Brin^ roused the indignation of their Amer- 
ican Colonies, by their despotic enactments and op- 
pressive taxations^ a desolating and unnatural war en- 
Siued, which cost Biitain not only many thousands of 
valuable lives, (about Wo hundred thousand in all,) but 
no less than £139,000,000 ; a sum far greaterthan had 
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ever been acquired from the possession of these colo- 
nies, and which might have sufficed to transform Brit- 
airi into a terrestrial paradise, and to establish church- 
es and seminaries to the utmost extent, for the diffusion 
of knowledge and religion among all classes of the in- 
habitants. 

There would be no ^nd to the illustrations of the op- 
eration of covetousness, as displayed on the general 
theatre of the world, were we to enter into particulars. 
The barbarous practices connected with omwy, or the 
plundering of vessels at sea, and^the deeds of violence 
and atrocity which pirates have committed ; the rob- 
beries and depredatons which have been perpetrated 
by land, and the hbrrid murders which have been com- 
mitted by lawless banditti in pursuit of spoil; the cruel- 
ties exercised by Turkish Bashaws and Moorish Em- 
perors, in squeezing from their subjects exorbitant t:ax- 
es ; the plundering of caravans in the desert by wander- 
ing AiTOs ;' the savage practices of a set of men de- 
nominated loreckers; the perfidy and perjuries of spies 
and informers, in convicting the innocent of crimes in 
the hope of reward ; the trepanning of soldiers and the 
impressment of seamen ; the secret murders commiUed 
on frierids and relatives in hopes of obtaining an inhere 
itance '; the treachery of executor^ and lawyers in be- 
trajdng their trusts, in order to fill their coffers 5 the 
firauds of public officers in conducting the affairs of ffov- 
emments, . the embezzling of public money by cloge 
corporations for the purpose of selfishness and sensual- 
ity; the oppressions which, in almost every nation, havie 
been exercised by unprincipled and avancjlous men, on 
the poor arid destitute, the widow and the orphan; 
these, and hundreds of similar modes in which avarice 
is displayed, would requk^ volumes to describe and 
record the revolting details. 
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SECTION n. 

On the effects of coveteusness^ and the manner in which 
it has displayed itself among those who acknowledge 
the authority of Christianity, apd prof ess to submit 
to its dictates. 

When the leading facts and doctrines of Christiani- 
ty were first publicly proclaimed on the day of Pente- 
cost, thos6 who were converted to the faith imbibed its 
heavenly spirit, and acted according to its holy requi- 
siti<His. This was particularly manifested in their no- 
ble indWerence to earthly possessions, and tkeir anx- 
ious desire to consecrate the wealth which God had 
given them to purposes (^ Christian beneficence, ^o 
^at was their admiration of the love- of God, apd the 
ridies of his grace, and so elevated their hopes of hea- 
venly fehcity, that they looked down with a becoming 
CQntempt on worldly treasures, except in so far as they 
were subservient to the purposes of benevolence, and 
to the promoting of the interests of the Redeemer's 
kingdom. For, we are told, that ^ all that believod/' 
being inspired with mutual love and affection for each 
other,—'* had all things common.'' Nay, to such an 
extent did this generous principle prevail that they who 
bad estates or other valuable effects, ^ sold their pos- 
sessicms and goods, and parted thetn to all men as eve- 
ry one had need.'* This Christian liberality and he- 
rmo indifference to the world, continued to distinguish 
the followers of Jesus, in a greater or less degree, du- 
ring the two first centuries of the Christian eria:. For 
the lieke of Him who had ''redeemed them with his 
blood," and brought them " from darkness to marvel- 
loiis light," they cteerfully parted with houses and lands, 
and brethren and sisters, and subjected themselves tQ 
the severest persecutions, that they might obtain ^' a 
better resurrection," and an "incorruptible inherit- 
ance." They were admonished beforehand that they 
were to be " betrayed by friends and brethren and 
kinsfolk, accused before rulers and kings, and hated of 
all men for his name's sake." And these premonitions 
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were fully rei£zed in the experience of all who pro- 
fessed an adherence to <Uhe testimony/ of Jesus.** At 
the instigation of the heathen priests aqd emperors 
every species of contumely and cruelty was inflicted 
which the wicked ingenuity of our fatlen nature could 
invent. Some were slajn by the sword, some , were 
whipped and scourged, after the cruel manner of the 
Romans, and others were roasted in the flames. Some 
were stabbed with forks of iron, some nailed to a cross, 
some torn by vnld beasts, and others drowned in the 
sea, or stoned to death ; some starved with hunger or 
killed vnth cold ; spme had their hands and tongues 
dissevered from their bodies^ and others were wrapt in 
combustible garment9,^and fire set to them when eve- 
ning came on, that they mi^ht serve like torches to dis- 
pel the darkness of the night. • Hierome, in his epistle 
to Cromatius, observes,-^—" There is no day in the whole 
year to which the number of five thousand martyrs can- 
not be ascribed, except cmly the first day of January." 
So that every year no less than^one million, eight hun- 
dred and twenty thousand Christians must have perish- 
ed from the- earth by the infliction of such, demoniacal 
punishments, — -and all to glut the avarice and revenge 
of Pagan priests and rulers. Yet the number of thosQ 
men ** of whom the world was not worthy," still con- 
tinued to increase, throughout every province of the 
Roman emp^. They magnanimously looked down 
OQ all the wealth and splendor of this passing scene as 
unworthy to be compared with the glory which was 
about to be revealed. " They counted Si things as dung 
in comparison of the excellent knowledge of Christ, foir 
whom they had sufiered the loss of all things ; they 
knew in whom they had believed," and " chose rather 
to suffer afliietion with the people of God than to enjoy 
the pleasures of sin for a season, esteeming tiie Re- 
proach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of 
earthy and having respect to the recompense of re- 
ward." How many members of the Christian church 
should we have in modern times were they all exposed 
to such persecutions and tribulations! Were all pro^ 
fessing Uhrktian^ animated vrith such heavenly prin- 
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ciples and affections as distinguished the primitive saints 
and mart3Ts, there would be little need to write an Es-- 
say on the evils of Covetousness, or to enforce the duty 
of a noble and disinterested liberality on the members 
of the visible church. But, alas I th^ gold has ]t>eaMiie 
dim, and the most f^ne gold has changed I The great 
majority of those called Christians^ in burtimetyCdn 
scarcely be distinguished, in their dispositions and con- 
duct, from civilized Pagans, and the professed men ef 
the world, ** whose gcd is their belly," who glory in 
their wealth, aud "Vho mind earthly things." 

When the Chriistian church began to enjoy the favor 
of worldly men, it was not long before many of its 
members began to imbibe a worldly spirit. As the 
wealth and honors conferred on the church increased, 
the heavenly zeal of its votaries diminished, and a spirit 
of Covetousness, and a desire for worldly honors and 
distinctions, began to prevail throughout all the official 
departments connected with Christian worship and ui- 
struotion. Even so early as the thml century, iMl 
meliincholy change began to appear, particular!]^ in the 
contests of the Bishop's for power and pre-eminence^ 
and for w6rldly splendor and magnificence. Though 
a considerable number of them continued to edubit to 
the world illustrious ex:atnples of primitive piety and 
virtue, yet " many of them were sunk in luxury and 
voluptuousness, piiffed up with vanity, arrogance and 
ambition, possessed with a spirit of contention and dis* 
cord, and addicted to many other vices, that cast an 
undeserved reproach upon the holy religion of vidiich 
they were the unworthy mmisters."* The Bishops as* 
sumed in many places, a princely authority, particular- 
ly those who had the greatest number of churches tm- 
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the minds of the multitikle ii^o an ignorant veneration 
for their arrogated authority. Tte example of the 
bishops was ambitiously imitated by the presbyters, 
who neelecting the sacred duties of their station, aban* 
donedjthemselves to the indolence and deUcaoy of an 
effeminate and luxurious life. The deacons, })eholding 
the pred>yters thus deserting their functions, boldly 
usurped their rights and privileges, and began to des* 
pise those lower functions and employments which they 
had hit^rto exercised with so much humility and zeal, 
and the effects of a corrupt ambition were spread 
thrcHigh every rank of the j^acred order."* 

Wherever luxury, ambition, and a desire for wprldly 
splendor, gain ascendancy over the mind, Avarice fo£* 
lows in the train as an inseparable concomitant. In 
thepni^ress of the corruptions which were afterwards 
introduced into the church, this degrading passion was 
disfdayed, with shameless effrontery, in all its impious 
and demoralizing effects. The rapaciousness ox the 
bishfqps and popes, and of almost every order of eo* 
clesiiurtics, became excessive and even proverbial ; and 
they did not h^itate to employ the most insidious and 
sacrilegious means to gratny their covetous propensir 
tie& The possessions of the .churdi were sold to the 
higfaei^ bidders, or turned into a patrinK)ny for the has- 
taitls of the incumbents. Frauds and abuses of every 
description were practised; legends were forged, ly- 
ing wonders invented* and all the resources (^ fable 
a^ fcH^ry exhausted, tp celebrate exploits which had 
never b^n performed. Skulls and jaw bones, legs and 
arms, were <^llected under pretence of being the relics 
ctf the primitive martyrs, and deposited in (lurches in 
order to procure the ridi presents of wealthy suj^li- 
cantSyWho flocked to them for deliverance under af- 
ffictioa and dangers. Marriages, wills, contracts, the 
interests of families and of courts^ the circumstances 
connected with the Uving and the dead, were all con- 
TMled into instruments ani occasicms. for increasing 
the power and riches of the church. The ignorance 
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and superstition which the corruptions of Cluistiiyaity 
had introduced, were dextrbusly improved by the ec- 
clesiastical rulers to fill their coffers, and to drain the 
purses of the deluded multitude. All the various ranks 
and orders of the clergy had each their peculiar method 
of fleecing the peopl^, and increasing their revenues. 
" The bishops when they wanted money for their pri- 
vate pleasures, granted to their flock the power of 
purchasing the remission of the penalties imposed upon 
transgressors, by a sum of money which was to be ap- 
plied to certain religious puiposes, or, in other words, 
they published Indulgences, which became an inex- 
haustible source of opulence to the Episcopal orders, 
and enabled them to form and execute the most diffi- 
cult schemes for the enlai^ement of their authority, 
and to erect a murtitude of sacred edifices which aug- 
mented the external pomp and splendor of the church. 
The abbots and monks, equally covetous and ambitious, 
had resource to other methods of enriching their con- 
sents. They carried about the country the carcasses 
and relics of the saints, in solemn procession,^ tod per- 
mitted the multitude to behold, touch, and embrace 
those sacred and lucrative remains, at certain fixed 
prices. By this raree show, the monastic orders often 
gained as* much as the bishops did by their indulgen- 
ces."* At length the Roman Pontiffs aslsumed the diief 
power over this profitable traffic, and " when the wants 
of the church or the demon of avarice prompted them 
to look out for new subsidies, published not only a uni- 
versal, but ^plenary remlission of all thetempord pains 
and penalties which the church had annexed to certain 
transgressions.'' " They even audaciously usurped the 
authority which belongs to God alone, and iropiouily 
pretended to abolish even the punishments which are 
reserved in a future state for the workers of iniquity, 
a step which the bishops, with all their avarice and 
presumption, had never once ventured to take."t 

It was hy the sale of such indukences that Pope 
Leo X. carried forward the magnfficent structure of 
■ ■ - ^ ■ ■■■ ' ' ' 

*Mo8beim, Centia tibid. 
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'StTeter^s chprch at R6in^. He^ubBsh^d a syk^tft 
of indulgences suited to att ra^ks and ' cbaracter» o( 
men, bikI i>ipmised a pfenary remission to all who 
should contribute their Ynoneytorthe^furtherance o^ihis 
and othel* ambitiods projects. So thsct the foundat^K 
ctf this edMice, \^hich has bfien so piuch AxtoUed, we're 
laid; and its superstructure reared^ by nieans the most 
impious and diabolical, Vy a display of reekless<perfid;^ 
and insatiable avarice, ahd at tbe expense of und,er* 
mining the whole fabric of Christianity, and usurping 
the pferogatiyes of the King of hteaveti. To si^ch a» 
pitch was thi^ d^ng itnbi'ety carried, that indulgences 
were fanned out to the highest bidders, 'Who, to make 
the best of their bargainSf procured the ablest and most 
eloquent preachers tq-extpl the efficacy i amt enhance 
tfee^ value of such, wares. A price, on a graduated 
scale, was set upon the remission of sins of every de* 
8cription,.n6t evfen excepting the most* horrid cnmes, 
such as the murd^f of a father, rn'otBerpr wiife, so thai 
for ninety livres, or a few dtfcats, or even for half a 
ffoiBe^ t)f English iti6ney, a pardon might be Jvrdcured 
nam the ** Apostolic <Jhanoery,*' for crimes which all 
civilized natipnsf jiunish i^ith death. The raging thirst 
of dominions which consumed the- Rofnan Pontiffs, pri- 
or to theiieformation, and theiR arrogant endeavors to 
oppress all that came within th6 rea<3i of their power; 
were accom'panied wiih the most impudeiit and in^-. 
iiiable extortion. " All ^he ' provinces of Europe were- 
in a manner drained to enrich these ghostly tyrants, 
who were perpetually gaping after new «tccessions of 
weakh, in order to augment the hunaber of their friends, 
and the stability of their dominions'; and every strata- 
gem )vas used to rob the silbject without shocking the 
sovereign, and to levy taxes under the specious mark" 
of reKgion.*** Siich was the shameless rapacity which 
then prevailed, that even in that age of superstition and 
servility, the eyes of all ranks b^an tp open and ta 
perceive the vileness and impiety of the pretensions of 
the ecclesiastical orders. Not 6nly pnviite persons 

♦ Mo8heim.Cent. 12. ; 
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hmidao (he Qiost povs^^rfill prii^s and sovere^ stateir 
exolai^ied louc% agamst tbe despotie doaiKnian of the 
Foi:itiff$^ the fraud, avarice and ii^ustice that prevailed 

r WL theiccouhcib, the arrogance and extortion of their 
Ij^atest^and the unbilled licentiousness andf rl^eity 
-otihe . cler^ and monks of . aQ denominations* till at 
length the Reformation dawited and brought to ligl^ a 
sceDie of extoi^tioh a^d.profligacy [mxluc^ by the lust 
oCcovetoiu^ess^ whidi bkd never before b^en exhflxted 
^th such eiafroritery, in, any 'country under heaven. In. 
such B, state of tfaij]^ it viras qo viroqder that Woranee 
prevaile<}9 that moraKty was undermined, and the pe^ 
c^liar dpctrinej) of Cbnstianity , thrown into the shad^ 
ai^ entirely, overlooked.; The public Worship^ of tho 
Deity was little more than a pompcki^ round of exter* 
nal ceremonies more adapted to^dazzle the eye than to 
en%hten the Utiderstanduig or toa%ct the heart. The 
discourses of the cle^'gy were littljB jsbe than fictitiojMi 
reports pf miracles and prodigies, (insipid fELbfea, 
wtetch^ quibbles and itliteratd jargon which deceived 
the mpltitnde instead^ of instructing them. The kvt- 
thority of^Jhe holy mother church, the obligation of' 
'obedience to her decisibns, the Virtues and merits of 
the daints^ the digiiity mid gfoi^ of the blessed virgin^ 
the efficacy of relics, the adorning of churches^ the en- 
dowing of monasteries, the utility^ 6f indulgence^, and 
the burnings of purgatory, were thie principal subjecta 
on which theeleigy descanted, and whicn> employed 
the pens of emin^t doctors of divinity, because they 
tended to fill the coffers of mother church, to gratify 
her ambition, and to advance her ten^ral interests. 

It is impossible to ascertain, with any degree of vlo 
curacy, the vast sums of inoney and the immense p'ro- 
per^ which for ages were ettorted fro)n the people of 
Chnstendom for such unhallowed^ and (Sacrilegious de- 
vices. But it must have amounted to many thousands 
of ndlliotis of jpounds, the greater part of which was 

. employed for the purposes of devastation and carnage, 
of luxury sfnd debauchery, imd for tjrrannizing over the 
peopjie, whoin the cleigy had reduced to poverty and 
Ignorance, by^ their shameful, licentiousness and un- 
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bounded %tqpacit|r. The one-fiiTtb 6[ the Wealtib thus 
acquiried, had Jt beeil spent for the sdod of the. churebf 
Ha W98 impiously pretended, might have beeA su^ieht 
to have (fiffiised- the knowledge of the gospel of Christ 
over every region of the globe, and , to have evangeKzed 
every portion of the Pagan vrorld. ^ But, tdas I it vrta^ 
wasted in promoti|ig schemes, directly, opposed to the 
principles and interests of genuine Christianity^ form- 
ing one striking instance, among many, of the indalctt*? 
lable good which hai; been prevented, and the numer-: 
ous evils which have been entailed on the world by the 
indulgence of Covetousness* The Pope's present re- 
vepues as a temporal pifmce, have been calculated to 
ainount to at least :^ 1,000,000 sterling, pef aimum; 
arin^g chiefly from the moqopoly pf com^ the duties 
on wine and other provisions. Over and above these, 
vast sums isHce continually fk>Wing into die Papal trea- 
sury ftom all the Roman C&thdic countries, for dis- 
rations, indulgences, canonizations, annats, the pal- 
the ittvestituresi of bishops and archbishops, and 
other resources^ It is computed,, that the monks and 
I^egular clergy, who are absolutely at the Pope'sdevo^- 
tion, do not amount to less than 2,000,000 (H persons, 
dispersed through all the Roman Catholic'countries to 
assert his supremacy over princes, and to promote the 
interest of that churoh* The revenues of these mdnkn 
E^00,000,000 sterling, besides the 
: from offerings/ and the people's 
f who are tM^ht that then* salva- 
is kind of benevolence. In Spain 
r ecclesiastics^ including the paro- 
nuns, syndic;3, inquisitors, dpc. 
The number of archbishops j» 
ics, forty-six. Tlie archbishop of 
revenue which, according to the 
ilation^ amounts to £90,000 an- 
liuaUy. Iii Portugal, in 17S2, there were reckoned 
above 300,000 ecclesiastics out of a population of les^ 
than two millKHis. The Patriarchy of Lisbon has aSi 
annual revenue of £30,000, and the revenue of the 
Patriarchal Churoh, above £1149000 sterling per an- 
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num. It id staged W A&« L9€^, in av X^^ 
travels Vbjeti on the Continent, ipsetted in Lord Kin^s 
late biography; of that illustrious philosopher, that the 
expense of the ecclesiastical e^ablisbment pf France, 
at ^the period in . which^ )ie resifled in that country^ 
amounted to above twenty-lour ^millions- of pound8^ 
aterltqgw Wh$t, then, must have been the immense 
t^peasures of wei^lth collected by jthe extortions. of the 
R6maQ poiitiffs and bishops prior ta.the Reformation; 
when the whole of the European liations lay prostrated 
at their fee.t^ and Vere subservient tp* their ipt^rests,— 
and when the pewly. discovered^puntries in AiQerica 
were. plundered to augment their revenues, and to 
gnrtify. their unbounded rapacity! The. wealth thu» 
afioassed, mi^t have been inmost' sufficient to have 
cultivated every region, ana. to liavetraosfbrmed every < 
fiortioni of the globe into an earthly paradise. 

tJven. in England, dvacmg the reign of Papal t)nran- 
ny, the avarice of the clergy seems 4X) have risen to an 
enwmous he^t Mr, Hume, in his l^ory of" the 
reign of Henry III. of England, gives the following 
desciiptipn:-^"Eveny. thing, was, become vei^al^in the; 
Rbmisn tribunals ;^ sinlouy was Qpedy practised; no. 
favors, fmd even no justice could be obtained withbut 
a bribe ; thb highest bidder wa^<sure to have the pre^. 
ference, without regard either to the merits of the per- 
son or of the. calise ; and besides the usual perversions 
of rights and the deeiacm of Qon^verisies, the Poj^ 
openly assumed an alb«o]ute^and uncontrolled authori- 
ty of setting aside, by the "plenitude of hjs Apostolic 
power, all particular rules and all privileges of patrons,, 
chufches iod convents. On pretence of remedying, 
these abuses, Pope llonprius, in 1226, complaipii^ of 
the pipverty of his see ks the source of all grievances, 
demanded from every cathedral two .of the best pre* 
bends^ and from ^yery convent two mronks^ portion, to* 
be set apart as a perpetual and settled revenue of the 
papal crown ; but all nien being sensible that the re-, 
venue wpuld continue forever, his demand wasjunani- 
mously r^ected. About three years after, the Pc^pp 
demanded and obtained the tenth of all ecclesiastipal 
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revenues, which h^ levied in a veijr oppressive maa<* 
ner, reqmripg payment before the ciergjr had drawn 
their rents or tithes, and sending about usi^rers who 
advanced them ■ the money at exorbitant interest. In 
the year 1240, Qtho the legate,^ having in vain attempt* 
ed the clergy in a body, obtained separately, by m* 
tr^ues and menaces, large sums from the prelatea and 
convents, and on his departure, i» md to have carried 
more money out of the kingdom than he left in it. This 
expersnent was renewed after four years with succeiss 
4yy Martin, the nuncio, who brought from Rome powers 
of suspending and excommunicating all clergymen that 
refused to comply with his demands^ Meanwhile ?\11 
the chief benefices of the kingdom were bestowed on. 
Itahans ; ;ion-residence and pluraUties were carried to 
an enormous height; Mansel, the lane's chaplain, is 
computed to^ have held ^ at once seven hundred eccle<> 
siastfcal livings, and the abuses became- so ev^ent as 
^o be palpable tq the Mipdness of superstition itself.'^ 
** The benefices of the ItaKah cleigy, in England, were 
eistknated at the ampimt of 60,060 marksa year, a isum 
' which^iEceed^ the annual revenue of the Crown it- 
aelf.*' ** Pope Inno6eiit exacted the revenues of all 
vacant benefices, the twentieth of all ecclesiastical 
revenues ^^fliout exceptidn, the third of ^uch aa ex- 
ceeded 100 marks a year^ ^d the half of such as were 
possessed l^ n^mvre'sidents. He clainfied the goods of 
all intestate ctei^men ; he pretended a |ight t6 in- 
herit all inoney gotten by usury ; he levied fenevolen* 
ciest^n the people ; and when the king prohibited 
these e^cactions, he threatened to pronounce against 
him the sentence 6f excommunication:^ Such was the 
bouncBess rapacity of the Popes, the extravagant ex- 
actions they enforced, and the power they wielded to 
gratify^thefar^vaiiciou* desires, There.is, periiap8t,not 
a «imUar;instance to be found in the^ lustory of man, in 
nxxy nation on the face of the globe, of Coyetousness, 
under th^ mask of religion^ sq UBpudeQt, unbounded, 
and extravagant. 

There is^ a certain cl^ss of persona connected with 
^ Romish Church who bav^ been more arrogant and* 
4# 
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rapaeiotis tliaii almost any other class, except tke poo* 
tms, namely, those individual? oommonly^desi^ated by 
the title of " The Pope's Nephews.*' " An Itahan w|iter 
of th^ 17tH century, who. appears to have been a mod- 
erate Gathplic, when sketciung the characters of X\m 
existing cardinals, and the Pop^s .NepheSvs, relates, 
among other curious and melancholy pieces^ of l^tory, 
the fcllowing circumstance : ^< A friend of mine had tw 
curiosity to<^a^culate the money that Jias been giten to 
the jNephews,; and he, began at t^ieyear 1500, and, after 
a gi^at -deal of pains, he found issuing from th^ trea^ 
sury of the church above seventy millions of daubh 
ducats* all delivered into the hands of their kindred: 
And this is to be ui'iderstood of visible monies ; fpr of 
privJBite and invisible sums, there may perhaps be twen- . 
ty millions more* And those/ /{oTTtar^ that are within 
tne town, and have more time td cast up what has been 
extQrt6d from them^ if they would take the pains 4;o 
examine it more strictly^ I am^satisfied, would find it 
much mor^." The author, liLe /a good and. zealous 
CathoUc, makes the following reflection on thia |act 
'^^ If these y seventy millions of double oucats hadbec^n 
jretics, .or in making-wat lipoa 
y infidels be ? where wouldaay 
l^enty miflibns would have been 
n all Asia. And (which is of 
iCes would have contributed as 
een the Pope^ more tenacious 
and more free to the Soldiers 
'hrist." The, same author states, 
b, to satisfy the fancy of a Kins- 
i thousand cn)ums npoB a foua- 
ficulty could scarce fiqd forty 
thousand to supply the Emperor if^ his wars >^ith the 
Protestants," ana>" This good Pope would nevertheless^ 
leave to his^cousinj to ifae house of Famphylia, and' 

1 ' ■ ' ■ . ** > i— *-T ■ ' I I ■ . 1 I -*— 

• A ducal is abo^t 49. 6d. or 5s. in value, when of silver, and twiod^s. 
much when of gold. The ^tovMe ducats of Venice, Fldrence, Genoa, 
&c., weigh five pennyweights, seventeen grains' of' ^old, and cpnse- 
qoenlhr, afo $hout t}ie value of an Eogtish i^uinea, so that the abeve torn 
may b& considered ^ equivale|p^ 10^*33^00,000 steilin^, >4iich is 
equiTntat to tfkKfn thaa ^ mlUions of pomuii at tbe present nae. 
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6&ffir booBea^ idlied to that, above e«^ millions (f 
crowns^ with whic^ s^m they flourish in Rome to this 
very day.**. Again, " The Rarbarini were m Rome at 
the saitie^ time, ^nd enjoyed a rent of four hundred 
thousand ^crowns; i^id yet in a^^ war of so milch im^- 
portance to the Catholic; reUgion, they Could nol jBkid 
£arty -thousand. But, oh GkiKd I {I speak, it with tears* in 
my. eyes) against the most Catholic princea of Italy^ 
uohoie millions were nothing; they could turn tte 
Cross into a sword to revenge their particular injuries ; 
but m the relief of the^ Emperor, who was vindicating 
the Christian faith, they C9uld not find so much a^ a 
few hundreds." On such-^ircumstafaces he makes the ■ 
following remarks : ^"^ho infidels laugh; and the her^-' 
tics rejoice to see the wealth of the Church so irreli-^" 
giously devoured, while the poor christian weeps at their 
merrimept." "The heat and passion whiqh tho^Popes 
shbyr hourly for theit Nephews:--to gain Principalities 
ft>r4hem,to bie^w. pension upoii pension upon them, 
to hynUi palace upon palace for them, and to fill their 
coffers with' treasure to the brim, is that which coob 
the resolution of thezealousesl prince,, and exaspei;ates 
the infidels in their wicked designs. A great s^me it 
is, indeed, that the heretics shpuW have Aaore groqud tO- 
accuse the Catholics, than the Catholic has to tmpeacb 
the heretic " I shall only extract farther the following 
apostrophe of the author, in reference to this subject 
"O^Godl to what purpose will they keep so many 
jewels at Lo9*ettd, so much consecrated plate at Rome, 
BQ many ^abbeys ibr their Nephews, so much wealth for 
the Pqjes; if abandoning their commonwealth, and re* 
fosiag it that humane supply that is necessary for the 
oelestiat glory,^it l)e constramed to submit to the Otkh 
mem power which threatens , it novv^. with the greatest 
^ect. If the wealth of the Pope's be. devoured, the 
benefices of the cardinals given to the priest, of Ma*^ 
hornet, the Abbeys Qf the Nephews usurped by tite 
Tuite, the sacred vessels at Rome pix^faned by these 
Infidels, and, ^ seraglio adorned vnth th^Sg^ihs of y 
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Loretta ; Gq4 grant^ my .^yes may Beyer see. that spec- 
tacle r*^ . ' • 

Thus it appears, even from, the testimony of Roiii$n 
Ciitholic writers, that immense sumd were wrested from 
the " Christian people," by every.sp^ies of fraud and 
extortion ; that these sums, instead of being applied to 
the maintenance and defence of the Chmt^ as was 
pretended^ were wasted in luxury aad extravagstnce, 
m selfish gr^ttifkations, in riot and debauchery, m ac- 
cumulating weakh on the lieads of th^ir relatives and 
favorites, — ^most of whom weVe infidels and debau* 
die.es, in gratifying the pride and avarice of courtezan^, 
and in the most romantic and ambitious projects. The 
single structure of St. teeter's at Rome, cost the enor- 
taoMs sum of twelve ifiiltiahs of pounds ; and, in our age 
and country, would hate cost at least tlurty-six miOions 
of pounds sterling.- What,/th^h, must have been the' 
imniense sums expended on similar objects, intended 
merely for workjty^ ostentation, throughout .tlie whole 
of Glu*istend6m, besides tti^ millions wasted in the 
pursuits of tyranuy,sensualit}r and debaucl^ry ! * The 
mind of a reflecting Christian is aliAost overwheloied at' 
the thought that such sacrilegious, enormities shoidd 
hiEive been so long, permitted to continue under fhe 
moral ffovempient of God ; andf tfiat such treasures 
should have been conseciiated, for So many ages, ,t6 
the support of the kingdorp of darkness, while the^ true 
Churcn of Christ was obliged tb pine awiy in poverty, 
and hide its head in dens and cayes of the earui. But 
such are the delblorable and overwhelming Effects of 
Cevetousness^ vihen it. gains an ascendancy in the 
minds of individuals, communities, o^ nations. To ae^ 
complish its objects, every dictate of prudence is <U8- 
carded, every law, human and divine, trampled under 
foot, every ordinimce of ^ligion violated ana profaned, 
eveiy threatening of future ^punishment set at nought, 
the happiness or misery of fellow creatures entimy 

^ ^ SeM^ a folia Yolume of 330 pa§;e8, entitled '^ iZ Cardinalismo ii sane- 
ta Chiesa; or the History of the Cardinals of the Romish Church, flrom 
^ t!he time of their fet creation to the election of Pope Clement the ninth. 
Wrkten in Italian by the author of NepoHmo di t^ima, London, 1670. 
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dni^garded^ atxtKnous murders'p^rpetrated without re*, 
movse^ and, in its boundless projects, the iVhole fiarth 
appears too .narpow a field for>, the scelne of its devastft^ 
tiOQS. - .' ■ ' . ' 

-Lettiar riow attend to the operaticajs of Covetou^r 
oess as it appears in mdividiiaU and societies' cenneci- 
e4 with Protestant an4 Evangelical Churches, 

The operation of this, affection among professhig 
Christians in general; id ]q>parent, ^rom the eoffei^s^. 
and restless activity with which thd acquisition of w^ltii 
is prosecuted. Diligence apd activity m business is the 
duty of every man; and he who^ in this way, "pror- 
vides not for his 4iQusehold, hath denied th& faith, and 
is worse than ap infidel." But thjB keenness and^. un- 
wearied exertion so frequently displayed in the accu- 
miilation of wealth, are very difierent and ought to be 
distinguished from Jhat duttfui attention which every 
loan ought to exercise in procuring the means of com.^ 
fortable subsistence* When we look;^round us on the 
vi|»rld,>nd even on the conduct of many Christians, 
one would be almost apt to conclude^ that the apquisi^ 
tion of riches and honors is th^ great object /of pursuit, 
and the ultimate, end. of hyman existence. For men 
^1 make sacrifice?, and expose themselves tp incon- 
Venietices^ privations, stod danger?, to acquire money, 
which they: would refuse to do, in order to supply the 
wants of a poor and afflicted family, or to promote the 
best interests of an immortal soul, even when there is 
no necessity for accumulating wealth in ord^r to fami- 
ly comfort. This disposition likew.se appears, in being, 
unsatisfied with the wecdth already acquired/ ^ven when 
every sensitive comfort consistent with reason and reli- 
gion is already enjoyed. . There i^ too piuch aiming at 
what is called tWepcTid^nceT-a want ^ contentment 
under the present allotments of Providence, and^a dis- 
trust of the cdre and the promises of Him who has 
said, .".Thy bre^d. shall begivep thee, and thy vvater 
shall be sure,*' iand " I will never leave thee nor fbrsafc© 
thee.''. How few are there to be. found, even among 
evangelical Christians, whose l^guage and .cooiduct 



Digitized by 



Google 



46^ on Tfta Efnc^ 

declare,-^" We are perfectly conteihed with the ar^ 
raDsement^ of the Almighlv, a^ with that portion of 
earthly good which he Iras bestowed uppn us, and we 
confidently trust that in the use of all proper means, he 
will cause 'goodness and mercy to follow iis all the 
daysi of our lives f foi'all liis allotments ar^ determined 
lb|y Ii^ite wisdom and rectitude r The same di^pp^ 
sitio^ appears in refusing to c&ntribute to pkiiahthropic 
objectSy, or in contriouting the smallest and most ttijling 
sums. While laiige sums iare unnecessarily expended 
in expensive articles of dress ahd furniture, the most ^ 
pitiful and niggardly ^ums are sometimes reluctantly 
given for the promotion of objects which have for theit 
ultimate end the alleviation of human niisery^^ the dtf- 
fusdon of divine knowledge, and the renovation of the 
world. But, leaying suijh general observations, it may 
be expedient to descend into particulars, and fit: our at- 
tention for a iittle, on some of the more promid^^ 
modes by which covetous affections are maimeisted by 
professing Christians. . V . . .' 

. Covetousness assumes an immense Variety (rfdiflGw*- 
ent shores, and mtoifests itself in such a ^multiplicily 
of modes, that it would require Volutnea of descnption, 
were we to trace it in all its turnings and windings; 
and the diversity of phasea in Which it appeal's kt dkW 
ferent individuals, and throughout the ramificationd of 
Christian society; and^ therefore I shall confinenrfrself 
to some of its more general or leading aspects. 

>L It appears in itsmo^t abjebt and degrading form 
in tke practice t>f hoarding mofinxf^ and acquiring hoih 
ses and lands^ for the mere purpose of accumulation^ 
v?hen there is no intention of enpying such wealth, or 
bringing it forWaM for the good of society. A man 
vrfiO i^ under the. infhience of this vile propensity will 
sometimes exhibit an apparent decency ?uid' respecta- 
bility of conduct to general society.. He will seldom 
be aistinguished for gluttony^ drunkennt^, or d^aa^ 
chery ; for such indulgences run Cdunter to his lovfe of 
gaan and his hoarding propensities. He will .even at- 
tend with punctuality on tbe'pubfic ordinances Of reli- 
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gkin^ and, for the sake of ch^racfer, will give hii hatf- 
penny or his Denny, to tjie collections for the poor^ and 
will nkewise Keep up a routine of family worship ia 
privi^e, because it; costs him nothing. Among 1m 
neighbors he may eiijoy the reputation of beii^g a sobers 
mdustrious. and fr^al character, and be set in con«' 
trast with the profi^te and the profane. But all the 
while his heart is set upon his covetousness. To ae^ 
quire mcme^ by every mean that' will not subject himt 
to the crimmal laws, and tQ place it in security, are the 
great and ultimi^te objects of his pursuit ; his Whole af-* 
fections are absorbed in the accimuilation of wealth; 
mammoivis.the great idol which he adores ; and what- 
ever semblan<;2e of religion he may assun|e,.'he worships 
and serves the creature more than the Creator: He 19 
hard and griping in every bargain he makes ; he gnnd^i 
th^ feces of the poor, ai^d refuses to relieve the Wantd 
6f the needy ; his weights and measures are frequently 
found deficient, and he cheats withwit remorse, if ho 
cah pass without detection. , He envies the man who 
is richer.or more prosperou? than himself, isind he casts 
his eves around him oft the possessions of the poor, if 
percnance, by cunning and deceit, he may acquire them 
nt half their value. However fast his wealth may in- 
oease, "though he heap up. silver as the dust,** and 
"the gold of Ophir as the stones of the brooks," his 
wishes are never satisfied, and his accumulated wealth 
always lags behind his avaticiou^ desires. He thinks 
he has a right to be ricli, and he murmurs against the 
dispensations of Providence, when they frustrate his 
schemes and disappoint his expectations. He is unhapr 
py, because he is unsatisfied with what ne hasf already 
acquired, and because his plans for accumulating gain 
are so frequently disconcerted. Gratitude to Gm and 
reliance on his providential care, tenderness, sympathy, 
and kindness,^ domestic affection, and expahj^ive be- 
neficence, are viikOes which caft neyer find an entrance 
l» his heart ; for all the avenues to true enjoyment are 
iaterrupted, and closdy shut up by the cold hand of 
avarice. He denies himself those sensitive comforts 
which Providence has put wiilmi his reach^ and almost 
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starves himself in the midst of riche^^and plenty. He 
stints the komforts of his family and depehdents, im- 
parting to thiem \he necessaries of life in shreds and 
€rumbsy and stooping to the me^Aefst and most de- 
basing expedients, in ^oijder to save a shilling or to iil- 
crease bis store-r-days afed years roU on and carry him 
ti^ar to the v^irge of time. As he approaches neai^r 
the grave, into which his riches cannot: descend, his 
desirbs after theto still increase, and he clings to theih 
with a more ^e^ager grasp. His last sickness seizes 
ium "WtnTe be is counting his gold, arranging his bills, 
collebting his rents, or prosecuting the poof debtors 
who have come, under his grasp, • He is determined 
to hold fast his trpasures t$ the last moment; even 
thienear prospect of dis's<Jution is insufllcient. to make 
his Heart releht over a poor femily whom he is 
hurtying into ruin, and in the very article of de^th, his 
heart is glued t<> earthly ti^asures, in spite of every re* 
ihoristrance ; sometimes g^aspng the keys of Ins cikT- 
fers with a desperate re^ution, till, at length, his soul 
tidies its downward flight to that wbrld for which it Is 
prepared. ( . • /- 

Such is a faint picture of the .covetous man who 
^ lays up treasures ror himself, and is not rich towards 
God." Such is the <^haracter, xn^ or less deeply 
markedyOf not a few who pass, tinder the Christian 
namCi and have a place m; the^ Christian churcfi. 
When they are dextrous in the exercise ©f cunning 
and deceit, and their conduct is unmarked with any 
flagrant vice, they may. Ictog continue their course 
without much reprobation frcSm general and even 
Christian society, especially if they have acquired the 
habit. 6f dissimulation and hypocritical canting. * But 
the principle 'which pervades tjie souls pf such persons, 
if permitted to operate without conttol^ wotild display 
itself in a still more glaring and diSgustfiil manner,— * 
of which we have miany example? recorded in biogra- < 
phy ^£nd historyc In order to exhibit covetousn^ss in 
Its l^al li^ht, and to inupress theinind with the baseness 
and ijevoTting nature or this pa^on^ it may not be iih- 
proper to sefecrt tw()w^tbpe6 examples^ ^ 
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Edward Nokes wa% by trade a tinker, at Horn* 
church in Essex, flis apartments portrayed symptomff 
of the most abject poverty, though, at hi? death, he was 
found to be possessed (^.between five and fiix tbousaad 
pounds. He had a wife €^d several children whom he 
Drought up in the most parsimonious manner, often 
feedipg them oa grains and offals of meat which, he 
purchased at reduced prices. In order to save the ei^ 
pense of shstving, he would encourage the dirt to gath« 
er on his face, to hide in some measure this defect. He 
never suffered his shirt to be "washed in water, but after 
wearing it tiH itbecame intolerably black, he used to 
Tvash it in wine to save the expense of soap. {lis Coat, 
lyhich time ha<d transformed into a jacket, would hftve 
|Hi9z1ed the most accomplished chemist to determine 
Its original color, so covered was it with shreds i and 
patches of different colors, and thosp so diversified 9s 
to resemble the trophies of the different nations of Eut 
tope. The interest of his money, together with aH, he 
could heap up, he used to deposit in a bag, which bag 
was covered up in a tin pot, and then conveyed to k 
brick kitchen where one of i^he bricks was taken up, 
and a hole made just large enough to hold the pot ; the 
brick was then carefully marki^d, and a tally kept be- 
hind thedoor^of the sum deposited. One day his wife 
discovered the hoard, and took from the pot onp of 16 

guineas that were placed therein ; but when her hua- 
and.cam^e to count, his money, on finding.it not to 
agree' with the .tally, behind the door, which his wife 
did not know of, he taxed her with the theft, and to the 
day of his death^r^ven on his death bed, he never spoke 
to her. without adding the epithet ^^ thief' to every ex- 
pres^ion* A short time before his death he gave strick 
charge that his coffin should not have a nail 11^ it, which 
was jfcthilly thexase, the lid being, fastened with hin- 
ges madp of cords. His shroud was made oT a pound 
of wool, the cbffi^was covered with a sheet instead of a 

t all, and was carried by six men, to^each of whom he 
jft half a crown. . At his particular desire,.no onia who 
followed him to the grave wore .mourning; even the 
unjiertaker was habited in a. blue coat and scarkt 
5 
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waistcoat. He died in 1802-, a wretched example of 
the degrading effects of ayariee, , 

In Hvovember, 1821, a person of the name of Harri- 
son died in Bennet street, llathbone place, Oxford road, 
London, where he had lodged 20 years. The fulmi- 
ture of his room consisted of one old chair, a table, an 
old stump bed-stead, arid abed of straw ; in one comer 
was a heap of ashes ; and the cupboard, the day after 
his decease, contained a few potatoe 'peelings and a 
stale roll, flis body presented a picture of extreme 
mi^ry and starvation, though he had no family, and had 
property' in the funds to the amount of ^1500. A fe- 
male friend who \^s in the habit of visiting him, depo- 
sed before the CcHPoner, that he would let no person but 
her enter his toom, which he 8(lways kept padlocked on 
,theinside,for fear of being robbed. He lay on his bed 
in the d^y time, and sat up at nigl^; without any fire, al- 
ways burning a kmp. A few evenings^ before his death^ 
he told her, that many persons wanted to iinger his 
cash, but they should not, 'H^ then desired hfer to lock 
him in, and take the key with her, which she did ; but 
on goirfg again next day, she found him lyin^ on His bed, 
with his clothes on, quite dead. He was in the prac- 
tice of carrying large sums of money,' and sewing them 
up in different parts of his clothes, for which reaspn be 
never pulled them off. Upwards of £100 was fouhd 
upon him at thejime of his death ;— on the night pre- 
vious to which he sent for one oyst^er, half a pint of 
beer, and a pennjrwbr^h of figs, wluch he ate. Such 
is the wretchedness anjd degradation to which covet- 
those miserable beings who live under 
ich examples form a striking comment- 
s of Solomon :• — " TJiere is a sore evil, 
m under the sun ; riches kept by the 
3 their hurt, and those riches perish by 
he came forth .of his mothers womb, 
3tum, to go ais he came, and ^hall take 
ibbr which he may catry away in his 
days also he eateth in darkness, ' or 
nd hath much sorrow and wrath with 
3f the curse and dii^leasure of God. 
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Numerous examples of this kind might be broqg^ 
forward ; but I shall adduce only the following, well 
authenticated instance^ in relation ^o John Elwes, Esq., 
who was for some time a member of .parliament for 
Bericshire. i 

The father of this gentleman was a brewer, of great 
emiinence, but his mother, though she was left nearly 
£100,000 by her husband, literally starved herself to 
death. About the age of 40, Mr. Elwes succeeded to 
the property of his uncle whichamounte^ to no less than 
£250,000. Yet this ipi(retched man, notwithstanding 
bis ^immense iJvealth, denied himself of alhaost every 
comfort, 4n order to increase his store. He would 
walk ^ome in the rain in London, rather than pay a 
dulling for a coach ; he would sit in wet clothes soon- 
er than have fire to dry them ; he would eat his pro- 
visions in the last stage of putrefaction, sooner tn^ 
have a fresh joint from the butchers ; and he wore a 
wiff for /a certain time, which his biographer saw him 
pick up out of a rut in a lane where they were riding; 
which had all the appearance of the cast ofi* wig of soine 
beggar. When setting .out on a journey, ^his first care 
was lo put two 6r three eggs, boiled hard, into his great 
coat pocket, or any scraps of bread, which he. found ; 
then mounting his horse, his next attentiqn was to get 
out of London iAtp that road where turnpikes, were me 
fewest ; then stopping under any hedge whose grass 
presented stuff for his horse, and a little water for nim- 
self, he would sit down and. refresh himself and hisi 
hoi^se together, without ever once sto[^ing on the road 
at any house. Two of his residences h 
were, Marcham in Suffolk, and anothc 
Marcham was the place he most frequ 
he advanced in life ; for this reason, thai 
to Suffolk cost him only two pence ha 
that into Berkshire amounted to four j. 
fire be would walk about the remains 
house, pr sit with a servant in the kitcb 
(larves^t, He would go into the fields to gl 
the grounds of his own ten&nts, and they us^d to leave a 
little more than commoil,^ to' please the old gentlenULn, 
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who "vtras'ais eager after if as any patipet''in the piuish. 
Ih the advance of the' season, his ntorning employment 
wis to pick up any stray chipS) bones, or. other things^ 
to carry to the fire in his pocket; and he was one day 
surprised by a neighboring gentleman, in the act of pul- 
Kng down, with soine difficulty, a crowds nest, for this 
purpose. On thegentleman wondering how he would 
give himself this trouble, "Oh! sir," he, replied "it is 
i«ally a shanie that these creatures should do so. Do 
but see what waste they mike^— they dont care how 
extravagant they are." 

As he approached to the close of life, his avaricious 
disposition increased, and his penurious habits became 
still more inveterate^. He used still ta ride about the 
country oii one of his mares, but he rode her on the soft 
turf, adjoining the road^ to save the expense of sho^s^ 
as he-obseired, " the turf is "v^ry pleasant for a hbrse's 
fbot.^' When any gentleman called to pay him a visit, 
and, the stable boy was profu^/€|nough to put a little 
bay before the horse, old Elwes virouldslily stea,l b^ck 
itto the Qtable, and take the hay very carefully aWay. 
He would continue to eat game in the last state of pu- 
trefaction, and meat that tmlked -about kis' plate,- rainer' 
than have new things killed before the old provision 
was finished— -a species of provisions not jiltogether 
un3uitable to so degraded a mind.. During this period^ 
he one day dined upon the remaining part of a moor- 
hen, which had been brought oiit of the river by a rat ; 
and goon after ate an undigested part of a pike, which 
a lai^er one had swallowed, but had jiot finished, anxl 
which were taken in this state in a' net — remarking to 
a friend with a kind 6f satisfaction, " Aye ! this is kill- 
ing two birds with one stone.^' It is supposed' that if 
his miai|ors jand some grounds in his own hands, had 
not furnished a subsistence, wh^re he had dot any thing 
actually to huy^hQ would have suffered himself to hav^ 
starvedf rather than have bought any thing with money. 
l^^sdre8s was in unison with his liiodebf living. He would 
walk about in a tattei^ed brown^colored hat, lind sonie- 
times in a red and white color^ cap, like a prisoner 
confined for debt. His shoes he Woidd never suffer to 
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be cleaned, lest they should be worn out the^sooner, but 
still, with all this sdf-denialy he thought he w^s too pro- 
fuse, and would frequently say, " he must bp a nttte 
more cat eftil of his property.'' His disquietude on the 
slubject of money was now continual. When he Went 
to bed, he would put .five or six guineas into a bureau, 
ahd tlwBn feel of his money, after he had retired to rest, 
and sometimes in the middle of the night; he would 
come down to see if it was there. Money was now 
his only.thonght ; he tx)se upon money — upon money 
lAjr down to rest. ' He would carefully wrap up a few 
guineas, ia various papers, and deposit them in different 
corners, and then run- from ^ne to the other, to see 
whether they were all safe ; then foi^ettbg where he 
had concealed some of them, he would become a3 seri- 
ously ifflicted as a man might be who haid lost all his 
property. During the last winter of his life, he w^ouW 
frequently be heard at tnidhight, as if struggling with 
some one in his chamber j and crying out, " I will keep 
my money ; I will ; no body shall rob me of my prop-^ 
erty." At length, on the 36th November, 1789, expi- 
ree! this miserably rich man, while absorbed in his ava- 
ricious propensities, leaving to the world almost striking 
and melancholy example of the miserable and debasing 
effects of covetousness. At his death, his prppeity 
amounted to above eight hundred thousar^ pounds^ 
which v^ere soon dispersed throughout all parts of Eng- 
land.* 

Such examples nlay be considered as intended by 
Divine Providence to show us the wretched and degra- 
ded condition to which avarice reduces the soul of man, 
and to serve as beacons to guard us against the influ- 
ence of this debasimg and soul-ruining propensity: Fol*- 
it is impossible for a soul thus absorbed in the accumu- 
lation of money to love its Creator or its fellow crea- 
tores, or to submit to the requisitions of tfie gospel ; 
and consequently it must be altogellier unfit for enga- 
gkiff in the sublime exercises of the heavenly world, 
and for relishing the enjoyments of that ** inheritance* 

■ -'■ - 

♦ Seketed from gTopham's " Life of John Elwei, Esf^.'' 

5* • ' 
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which is incoFT^ptible and tbat-fadeth not iway.'^ 
The service of God and. Mammon, are absolutely irre- 
concilable ; and the man who devotes himself to the 
latter — ^by his own act, renders himself unJU for being 
a partaker of the inheritance of the saints in light. .Than 
siich a man there can scarcely be presented a more 
pitiable picture of human depravity and degradation* 
An immortal nxind grovelling in the dust, and having 
for its highest aim to heap up treasures which are never 
to be, enjoyed ! and despising those incorruptible rickei^ 
which shall endure forever ! what folly can be compa^r- 
ed to the conduct of s^ch an infatuated mortal F 

" Oh, cursed liist of Gbld ! when for thy sakfc 
The fool throws' up his interest in both worlds ; 
First starved in tins, then damned in that to come." 

Who thnX ever tasted the pleasures of knowledge, 
pr felt the sweets of beneficence, oi' the comforts of 
Religion, can but pity the poor Wretch whose soul is 
clamed to earthly treasures, and tortured on the rack 
of avarice? And, let it be remembered, that although 
the examples related above are extreme cases, yet the 
principle of covetousness is the same in every incUvidual 
m whose heart it predominates, and it 13 owing oply 
to certain restrainmg cirqLimst€inces, that it does not 
carry them to the same stage of misery and degrada- 
tion, as in the instances I have now. related. Let this 
depraved principle be let loose to operate without con- 
trol, and it is impossible to depict the miseries and deg- 
radations of human character that would follow in its 
traiii. The world would sopn become an immense 
acelddma^ ^nd its inhabitants a society of fields, fit only 
to be the companions of the prince pf darkness, and 
his infernal legions. . , 

2. Another way in which Covetousness operates, even 
among professed Christians is» in, gratifying a desire 
far ostentatious display^ an4 cl spirit of pfide andambi-- 
turn. >- 

The Creator evidently intended, that, his creatures 
shoukl be sidti^ly cbthed and accommodated with 
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comfortabie halMtatkms ; for he has replenished the 
earth with every thing requisite for ^ those purpoaes; 
9nd were proper arrangements made in the social state* 
and benevolence as frequently displayed as the princi^ 
pie of avarice — all the ranks of mankind would be 
comfortably clothed, and conveniently accommodated. 
A spirit of covetousness is not necessarily connected 
with a desire after decent apparel and comfortable 
dwellings, nor with those exertions which are requisite 
to procure them. But when I behold a professed Christ- 
ian decking himself and family with gaudy attire, re-> 
plenishing his dwelling with the most expensive furni- 
ture, erecting a hi^e piansion, superior to those of all 
his heighb6rs, and sufficient to accommodate three or 
four families^"— contenting himself at the same time 
twdth subscribing half a guinea a year for a religious or 
philanthropic institution, and so eagerly engaged in the 
pursuit of wealth, that time is scarcely left for mental 
improvement or family religion — I cannot help drawing 
the conclusion, that covetousness is a principle which 
rules in such a mind for the purpose of fostering a spirit 
of vanity and pride, and a desire for worldly ostenta- 
tion and parade. . I have seen in the house of a profes- 
sor of religion, .whose income did not exceed £150 a 
year, an article of furniture, of no , great utility which 
post twenty or thirty guineas, while a sixth part of this 
gum would have been sufficient to have procured a neat 
article to have answered every purpose for which it 
was intended. Yet if the individual had been urged to 
subscribe ^ guinea for a benevolent institution, it would 
have been refused as a most extravagant deipand. I 
have seen a single flat of a house furnished, . at an ex- 
^pense of seven or eight hundred guineas, where there 
was scarcely a family to occupy it, and where the pro- 
prietor, in all probaliility,tieyer gave the tenth part of 
this sum to the purposes of religion or human improve- 
ment. Without calling in question the right of those to 
whom G^d liath given wealth and riches,.to adorn theii* 
mansions with splendid furniture or decorations, it 
may still be proper to enquire., if ^he paltry sum generally 
given by m^iy such persons for the purposes of philan- 
mropy, be at all proportionable to the expenses incurred 
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iii procuring such costly artides arid decoifiations/ Is 
it the part of a Christian man to be soiiberal jwid^en 
extravagant in his external trjippings, white he can 
scarcely be induced to put his hand into his j>ocket to 
pUpply the means of propagatihg the gospel 'through 
,the world,^^and while the one half of his sup^fluities 
would be hailed as a precious boon for this purpose t 
To such persons we mi^t apply the words of the proph- 
et Haggai; "Js it time for you, O ye," fashions^le 
Christians, " to dwell in yoilr decorated houses, and this 
house of the Lord lie waste, 'therefore, thus saith the 
Lord of Hosts, Consider your ways. .Ye have sown 
nluch and bring in little ; ye teat, but ye have not enough ; 
ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink ; ye clothe 
you, but there is no warm ; ani he that earneth wages, 
earnieth wages to ptit them in a bag full of holes.'' In 
the cotirse of his providence, God frequently causes 
such pei:sons t6 behold their ^in in their punishment, by 
blasting \heit hopes of worldly gain, and sweeping 
away their treasures by unforeseen accidents and' ad- 
verse dispensations. "Such was the case in the days of 
Hag^i; when the people refused to exert themselves in 
rebuilding the temple. "Ye looked for much, and lo, 
it came ta little ; and," when ye brought it hotne, I did 
blow upon it. Why? saith the Lord of Hosts; 
because of min6 housie which is waste; and ye ruii 
every man unto his own house.** With how hiucfa pro- 
priety may such declarations be a{)plied to many reli- 
gionists in otir times, when there are so many urgent 
calls to arise-^ and build the New Testament Church, 
and extend its boilndaries — =and who yet run every one 
to his " decorated houseg," to indulge \n ease and luxu- 
ry, whUe the extension of the house of God and thie rep- 
aration of its desolations reouire th^ir inost vigorous 
exertions ? The money which is wasted in unnecessa- 
ry decorations,: in regard to dr^ss and furniture, and 
odieJr sitperfluities, even by Christian»^-w.ere it col- 
lected ipto one sum,, would amount to far more ^ban 
die whole of the funds beloi^inff to all ihe Religious 
and Philanthropic institutions of the British Eaipire,' 
atnd miy be considered as nfothing less than a roboery 
of the M6st High of^his "titles ahd offerings.'^ 
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3. Covetousness manifests itsejf umfer ^fe^ence of 
priwiding suitahle portions for children. 

This is a very confimon apology for the keen prose- 
cution of wealth, and the anxious < care which is "exer- 
cised in securing^it. In most instances, howev^r^ it is 
nothing more than a cloak to'cover the vile principle of 
coyetpushess, \Vhen it is beginning to sway its sceptre 
over the mind. But, supposing a regard for the tem- 
poral interests of children to mingle itself with a covet- 
ous affection, the practice of laying up fortunes for 
children, so a^tti make them independent, is both inju- 
dicious, and immoral in its general tendency. Every 
parent ought to give his children a good edu<Jationi so 
far asinhis paw6r, and aboye all things, "train them 
up^in the nurture and admonition of the Lord." vSo 
far as hisxircum^tances permit, he should indulge them 
in every innocent enjoyment ; and wh^n thiay are be- 
giiming business or setting iup in life, he may afford 
mem as much money as he can spare for enabling them 
to conduct, with success, the professions or employ- 
ments in which they engage. This is nearly all that a 
Christian parent ^hould be anxious to acpomplish, in 
reference to the tempoi^f condition of his childrenr 
iFor, when( a young man has received an educiation 
suitable to his station, and adequate allowance for the' 
comihencement and prosecution^ of his business, and is, 
at the same time, given to understand that the whole of 
his future happiness and success in life will depend upoa 
his own prudence, exertions and moral conduct,— he 
lyill more readily apply the powers of his mind to his 
profession, and attend to the dictates of prudence, than 
if he had a constant dependence on the wealth and 
support of his parents,- whatever conduct he might pur- 
sue. Every young person. should te taught that he has' 
a certain part to act in the ^orld, for wWch he is aCT 
countable to the Gl^at Lord of all— that his happiness 
or misery in this worM, (under God) is dependc^nt uf)- 
on himself arid the course he pursues — that he ought 
not to five merel]f for the gratification of his own hu- 
mor or plesisure, but for the .good of ^msmkind— ^and 
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th&t there are certain physical and moral laws which 
he can never violate* without feeling a ^corresponding 
punishment. 

But, if a parent act on a different principle; if be 
indulge his covetous disposition for the purpose of en- 
riching his children, and give them reason to expect 
that they shall inherit wealth and independency, when 
he shall have left the world, the worst consequeneest 
may ensue, both ta himself and to his offspring. When 
children begin to discovei; that the penurious disposi- 
tion of their parents is a mean cringmg vice, they vnll 
be led to conclude that extravagance is a virtue, and 
thus a broad path will be opened for licentious conduct 
in the future part of their lives. They dre trained up 
in the idea, that th^ir ^parents are ftccumulating a mass 
of wealthy which they are die^tined on^ day to fipendj 
and they liv^ under restraints and privations^ which 
they hope the death of their parents will soon remove. 
The chJJdren of very covetous pbrents are frequently 
found in this situation. The old men die, and we im- 
mediately behold the children entering on the careierc^ 
gaiety and licentiousness, and running headlong to pov- 
erty and destruction ; and, instead' of feeling grateful 
to their parent for the riches ^ . accumulated, oaii 
scareeljr coaceal their joy, that they ai^e removed from 
iinder his restraints. The moment of his deafh, is. the 
isignal for the plunder of his penurious savings. ^^\ 
never knew the son of « miser/' says a certain writer, 
'' either feeling or expressing tli^ least gratitude for the 
means which his father had employed to amass his for- 
tune. The heir of this kind of wealth receives it as a 
debt which has been long due, and which has been re- 
covered by a vexatious law-plea. He may dispute the 
sum, but he will not esteem the persk>n who has pre- 
vented hita from enjoying it." Many, examples., were 
it expedient, might be produced to illustrate the fact, 
that the riches of the covetous man, after his death, 
"make themselves, wiiigs and fly away^** and that those 
to whom they were left, too frequently " fall into snareg 
and drown themselves in destruction and perdition." . 

It iff truly antonishing, that so many individuals aro 
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to be founjd^ whose faculties are unimpiured, whb ap- 
p^iEur iti' other respects, meh of' setisey^and profess a de^ 
cent respect for the ordinances of religion ; and vet at 
low the love of money, and jthe absurd desire of heap^ 
ing up useless wealth, to' tritimph over every rational 
ami religious principle. When we speak to them oU 
Ihe subject, they attempt to silence every argument by 
expatiating on the necessity of providing for their chif- 
dren ; as u they wished to prove, that money is a better 
proviajon than training lliem in intelligence, and in 
moral and religioiis habits, and in rendering them meet 
to be heirs of a blessed immortality. Now» even in a 
temporal point of view, ,i^othing can be more injurious 
to a young man, than to leave him such a portion of 
wealth as will render him, in the language of the worid, 
independent, ei^oially if he Jiave little, relish /for ra- 
tional and religious pursuits. He has no stimulus for 
cultivating his intellectual and moi*al powers ; his time 
frequently lies heavy on his hands; to ^proifnpte the 
physical or moral comfort of others, forms no part of 
hi& plan ; his faculties become benumbed ; he becomes 
a prey to the crafty and licentious ; \he wanders i^bout 
from one place to another, aind from ohe pleasure to 
another, without any defined object in view, but the 
gratification of his humors ; he feels, on the^ Whole, but 
uttle enjoyihei^; for this is only to be found in men- 
tal and bodily activity ; he gives up himsell at length to 
licentious habits and ^sensual indu^encies ; his resour- 
ces, begin to be diminished, he feels .pecuniair embar* 
rassments; his pJeasiU'es are interrupted, and his mis- 
eries increase; and thus he passes through life in a 
fretful bumo^, ^dthout rationed enjoyment, and without 
cohtributi^g to the good of ot^iers. Such is too fre- 
quently the. case with the children of those who have 
worn themselVe^ out inf avaricious activity, and depri- 
ved themselv^ea of almost every comfort, in order to lay 
up an inheritance for their offspring. • 

Every youpg^man, even.the sonofanobleman, should 
"be taught that he is (Placed in a scene of action, as well 
as of enjoyment; that, to contribute to the good of so- 
ciety, oujpit to be one main object of his life ; and, that 
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alttiough lie may-ndt need, to earn his subsistence by 
the liabor'eitber of tus hands of of his mind^-r^he. ought 
•to engage in some hoqoratde pursuit, which may tend 
to promote his own liappiness, the improvement of so- 
.ci6ly, and the glory ot hisi Maker. " Even the spns of 
the most opulent, ou^ht. not, to consider it as a degiV 
dation to learn a mechanical employment, and t(> apply 
their corpoceal powers, occasionally, to usseful indus- 
try. Among many other^ advantages, ,it might tend to 
strengthen their' aiiimal system, to invigorate tjieir 
minds, and to enable them to form a judicious estimate 
of the value of mechanical Inv'lsiitibns, and of the em- 
ployments and ; intercoursies of general sojeiety. And 
then* 'earnings' mi^ht become a source of wealth for 
canying- forward improvep>ents, and adding spirit. and 
vigor to every philanthropic movement. With regard 
to the female members of a family 4/ if a parent have 
any wealth or inheritance to leave, the greater part 
should be bestowed.on them ; as they are neither so 
well' adapted by Nature for active jabor^ noi* have th^ 
^ame opportunities as the male bi^anches, for engaging 
in business and increasing their store. Yet, even the^ 
female'sex, /in the higher ranks, ought not to consider 
thepiselves as exempted from any labors to which they 
arjB coittpetent, and in which they may promote, the 
beisrt: interests of mankind, fai short, it may be laid 
down as a kind of maxim T that a great fortuqe be* 
gtowed upon a young' man is one of the greatiest evils 
that can befal hipi, unless he make it one of his great 
objects to. devote' a considerable p9rtion of it to the 
good of speiety; and,. that labor ^ both of body and 
n^ihd, is essfsntml to the true happiness of man. 

4. Covetousness displkys itself on'an extensive scal6, 
and in an innumerable variety of mpoes— in the ixiri- 
ous mercantile transactiom 0/ rndnkind^ ' 

It would be; impossible! to describe all tbo variety of 
manoeuvres by which dovetousness is, in this way, dis- 
played, even by multitudes who consider, themselves as 
followers of Christ ;' and, therefoi^^ I shall .^nly glance 
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ttsome of the nefiurioHs means which are firequently 
employed. Among other weltknown, practices, are 
the following; Tarnishing over deteriorated articles 
with a fair outside, in order to deceive the purchaser, 
and to prevent the real state of the commodity froui 
being perceived. Hence, a pound of butter has fre- 
cpientiy been found with a quantity of Scotch porridge 
in its ii^terior ; miSk mixed with chalk and water ; sugajr 
mixed with white sand; the under part of a chest, of 
tea of an inferior quality to that of , the top ; and many 
such frauds and deceptions, l^st. known to the nefan-. 
ous trisid^r. Gkher practices are, taking advant^e or 
ignorance to pass off \an unsalesd[>le conunodity^ and 
asking more than the jiist value of whatever is offered 
forsde; in, a merch^t denying the goods which he. 
has in his possession, when there is the prospect of an 
advancing price ; in. his overcharging for the articles of 
which he is disposing, and undervaluing those he in- 
tends t6 purchase ; in usinj^ light, weights and deficient 
measures, when there is little preset of their being 
detected ; in.the jealousies, slanders, and evil surmise 
ings which one trader harbors, and endeavors slUy to 
throw out against another; in their attempts to extol 
then: own artictes beyond their just value, and to de^ 
preoiatethe characters and the commodities of their 
neighbors; in their engaging in smu^glin^ and other 
uncnristian modes of tramck ; in takmg.adyantaffe of 
the necessities pf the poor and unfortunate, in order to 
procure their goods at half their Value ; in selUne spir- 
itous Uquors' to. the. worthless and dissipated, whemer 
men, women or children, to swell the- list of ^'tran^ 
gresaors among men," merely for the sake of the paltry 
profit of such a traffick ; in traflickipg in wind-Hm^ bn- 
bing the oflioers of justice, for the literty of continuii^ 
a nefarious trade, and in a thousand other modes whi<£ 
the fraudulent dealer alone is best quahfied to describe* 
In all such transactions,- not only is ^ovetousness dis- 
played, but. a principle of falsehood runs through all 
his mercantile negotiations, so that eyery fraudulent 
tMder is of necessity a systematic liar. 
I have known high-flying professors of religion, guil- 
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fjT <^ mosi af the'^rauds to whick I now allude; I 
biiTe blown a merchant; an office-bearer in a Christian 
chorch, who, by a dextrous mod^ of measuring his 
ckdi, kept off nearly ah inch from every yard, and who 
diai^ged a higher price for his eondmodities than any cf 
his neighbors ; another of the same pretensions, who 
s&emed to consider himself as holier than others, who 
possessed a considerable quantity of wealth along with 
a good business^ and who could, notwithstanding^ de- 
^;rade himself and gratify his avarice, by selling £)«tm9 
and gills of whisky and gin over his counter, to dissi^ 
patea women, and allxHhers who chose to be Ms cus- 
tomers. I have seen such practices in the lAop eyea 
of the mayor of a large town, who was. also a distin* 
gnished member of the chtjrch. I have known otbeiv 
of similar religious pretensions, who have engaged in 
smuggling spintous liquors, paper, teas^ and other oom-' 
modities, who have even forged excise stamps, «nd 
who seemed to consider such practices as nowise in- 
consistent with the principlesH>f Christianity. I have 
known such whose weights and measures were defi- 
cient, whose quartern loaves were from flW t6 ten 
ounces below the just standard, and. whose butter, 
when exposed to sale in the public market, has been 
fr0quently seized by police officers, on account of its 
de&»ency in weight. I have ^en the Confidence <^f 
their brethren ' in this way grossly abused by their as- 
sumed character* of piety and rectitude, and have been 
8(»netimes tempted to suspect the. honor and honesty 
of every one who nbide high pretensions to s^ctity 
and evangelical * religion. Yet many such nefarious 
practices are overlool^ed in Christian churches, as 
scarcely worthy of centre, especially, if the guilty inr . 
dividuals have a large share en wealth, andr];egularly 
attend the public oiSinances of religio;i. Were it ex- 
pedient in the present case, numerous examples ck*' the 
above description tni^t be brought forward. 

Another way in wriich merchants display their cov- 
etous dkpodtion is, by toiling their apprentices and 
9ervant§p and cor^imng them far so many long hauts, 
Aai'tieir health isinjuredf andtbdr^ intdlectmd and 
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rdigidus improvemef^ prevented. I hinw knows ap- 
prentices not ^bove ifaiiteen years of age, confined m 
diops &om seven in the morning, till twelve at nud* 
nijghtv and sometitnes to an early hour in the . momingy 
aiKl having scarcely two hours out of the twenty-four^ 
allotted mem for meals ; and that, too, by iper^hants 
who made a dplendid profession of pi^ty, and w^re 
considered as^ pillars of Dissenting churches. By sutb 
conduct, young persons are not only deprived of thai 
recreation which is necessary to the vigcH* x>[ their uxdm ' 
msi system, byt prevented .H*om attehdii^ff the means 
of moral and relimous" instruction, and m>m storing 
their minds with that knowledge which they oi^t to 
possess as rational and iminortid beings. If, in.th^ 
present, state of things, merchants and others-r^quffe 
so long continued drudgery from their servants, other 
arrangements ought to be made, and additional ler* 
vaQts or apprentices procured, so.that a moderate and 
reasonable service only should be require^ from them. 
But such arriuigements would ruK pounter to the prin* 
cipki of avarice. Similar, practices have Ipng E>een 
fDomplained of in tegard to many of our spinning mills^ 
and other pubKc manufactories, and yet they have be^ 
defended by Christian men, as if the )dtK>ring classes 
were to be considered in ho other light than a^ mere 
animal maqhines, or as beasts of burden. CovetouiK 
ness likewise displays itself m keeping open shops to 
late hours, and thus preventing families, servants, sbop^jK 
men, and apprentices, from domestic enjoyment, and 
frpm the means of rational improvement ; and, vAnen 
measures have been concerted to put a stop to this evil^ 
I have kno^n two or three prolessed Christians, 'by 
their obstinacy and avaricious disposition, disconcert 
etery plan wWch Wi been formedibr this purpose^ 

5. The covetous principje, conjoined with glaring 
acts of inhumanity and injustice, is frequently displayed 
in cases, of Bankruptcy. 

How frequently do we find persons estal^luw an 
exienfflve iMsiness on credit when they have bo wads 
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t>f their own ; usiing wind-bills and sometimes forger- 
ies; furnishing elegant houses \yith money which is not 
their own ; Hvmg in luxury and splendor; dashing along 
in gigs and landaus ;- entertaining friends with sum ptu- 
ous dinners, and indulging in all the fashionable follies 
of life, till, in the course of two or three years, they 
are run agroiind and declared to be Bankrupts, who 
can scarcely pay a dividend of three shillings a pound. 
Previous to such bankruptcies, many casesof fraud and 
injustice very frequently occur. I have known office- 
bearers in Christian churches, distinguished for their 
high pretensions to religion and piety, who, onlv a few 
4ays previous to their failure iii business, have borrow- 
ed pretty large sunis of money, and that, too, even from 
an mdiistrious mechanic, who was induced, by deceit- 
ful words, to lend the wholie of what he had accumli- 
lated by industry s^nd economy, during a course of 

action of which was ever 
we not unfrequently behold 
ariety of forms ; practising 
r, resorting to all possible 
igthe credit of a tottering 
)roperty which belonged to 
of it at half fts value ; -deal- 
defrauding government of 
its- revehties, deceiving the unwary, weaving a web of 
entanglement throughout eyeiy department of the mer- 
o^tile concern, ^thering up payments of money and 
merchandize against the ci4is which is approaching, 
and iniplicatyig friends ' and acquaintances, and even 
the poor industrious laborer in their concerns, and in- 
volving them in the impending ruin. If such were the 
practices merely of professed worfdly men, we might 
cease to wonder. But, alas! such^iles and shufflings 
and dishonesties, are too frequently displayed by those 
who profess to be seeking after an incorruptible inher- 
itance. 

But, the exhibition o^ covetousness and dishonesty, 
does not end at the period of bankruptcy. After a le- 
gal settlement ha« been obtained, and business resum- 
ed, similar extubitions are repeated! I have known 
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many indlividuals^ belonging t^th to the established 
church and tet dissenters, men' whose professions of re- 
ligion were ostentatious and glariiig; who, after hay- 
in^'becomebankrupts^ lived as luxurioiisly, dressed as 
gaily, gave their children as fashionable an educatipii, 
and set them up in ais lucrative precessions, as if no 
such event had taken place. I have known others who, 
af]ter having paid mx. or seven shillings on the pound, 
and been permitted to resume trade, have, in the course 
of a few years, purchased heritable property to a con- 
siderable amount, without ever thinking of restoring to 
their creditors a single shilling of what they had lost by 
. their bankruptcy. Because they obtained k setilevfient 
frcxn their creditors^ and therefore sCre not legally bound 
to. refund their loss, therefore) they imagine that they 
are under nomorid pbligation to perferm such an act 
•of natural ju]stice. The case 
occur, are so numerous and 
needless to condescend to p 
little short of a libel on the n 
eral society, and particularly 
that a man voluntarily comi 
with his creditors, when he 
it, shouM be considered as a I .^ . 

commercial world, and worthy of being published in 
every Newspaper, when it is nothing more than what 
af sense of mitiiral justice would, in dU cases^ obviously 
dictate. It is true, indeed, that the men of the world 
seldom, consider such cases as I have ^dhided tpr as of 
a criminal nature ; but it is' amazing that Christian 
churches, should almost entirely overlook siicb displays 
of coVe'tOusness $md injustice, and inflict no censure cm 
the offenders, notwithstanding thp malignant and anti- 
christian dis^sitions and practicei^ vrith which they are 
associated. 

6. There is too frequently a striking display of coy- 
etbusness in the case of ^ many of the ministers of reli- 

Not to ^nlention^the buying and selling of benefices 
6* 
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and other Simoniacal practices, which have loqg abpiind* 
ed, and which have tended to throw disgrace on the 
sacred office; there are many other ways in^ which 
worldly-mindedness is manifested by not a {^vr in this 
class of Christian society.. Ahhou^h I wish tO: speak 
with the greatest respect of the ministers of the church* 
on account of the sanctity and importance of the sa- 
cred office, for which no one ei;itertains a higher ven^* 
eration ; yet I cannot shut my eyes to the many ex- 
amples around mue, which prove» that not a few Chris- 
tian ministers are top mucn actuated and directed in 
their movements, by a worldly-minded aiid avaricious 
disposition. This propensity is displayed in aspirings 
with the utmost keenness, after ecclesiastical d^nities 
and prefermenta-r.nqt for the sake of. the duties con- 
nected with such situations, nor with a view of' occu- 
pying a field of more.exteilsive usefulness ; .but for in- 
creasing their revenues, and living in opulence and 
splendor. The general conduct of many to whom I 
allude, their neglect of the flock over which. they have 
been made overseers, and their indulgence in the fash- 
ionably pursuits and amusements of the world, too 
plainly evince the ruling disposition of their . hearts. 
Would to God that such persons would consider what 
views they will have of such things, when stretched 
bpon that bed from which they are to rise no more^ 
and about to enter the confines of the eternal world 1 
The pious Mr. Hervey, about four days before his 
death, when Dn Stonehouse paid him a vidt, and was 
discoursing on the emptine^ of wordly honors to an 
, immortal, ahdonthe unprofitableness of richqs to the 
irreligi^s, replied, "true. Doctor, true, the only val- 
liable riches are in heaven. What would it avail me 
now, to be the Archbishop of Canterbury ! Disease 
would show no respect to my mitre. That prelate is 
not only very great, but I am told, he has religion real- 
ly at^eart. let it is godliness and not ^anaeur, that 
will avail him hereafter. The gospel is offere^ to me, a 
poor country parson, the same as to his Grace. Oh ! 
why then do ministers thus, neglect the chaiige of so 
kind a Saviour, fawn upon the great, and hunt after 
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wotjdly prefermeDts, with so modi eagerness to the 
disgrace of ^ur order?. These are the things which 
render the clergy so juiBtly contemptible to the world- 
lings. No wonder the service;of our chqrch has be- 
come such a formaly lifekss thing, since it is, ^las^! too 
generally execute by persons ctead to godliness in aH 
their conversation ; whose indifference to religion, and 
worldly-minded behayior» proclaim the iittle regard 
they pay to . the doctrines bf- the Lord, who bought 
them/' . ^ 

. The same covetous propensity is indicated, vfhen it 
minister leaves nn affectionate ,people, among whom 
he has a competent suppprt, for a hunger and mo]::e op- 
ulent congregation, where his income, will be oonsider- 
a|;>l^ increased. I hayo seldom known an instance in 
i^hich ^minister voluptarily left his chi^ce, unless 
wtien he had the prospect of a krg^ stipend. There 
ai^e doubtless, tvalid reasons why a miniifjter pf.tfae ffosr 
pel may, with propriety, leave his chai^ ; but it he 
nsts previously been in moderately comfortable circum- 
stances, and if the increase of incomq be the chief or 
oiJy motive for the change, therp is too much readon 
to suspect, that a covettous disposition has lurked in the 
breast, and has influence^ his decision. Not long a^, 
a dissenting pastor recived a ciill from a. congregation 
in a large town where* he was offered a larger stipend 
than he had (xrevipusly received He '^^B generally 
beloved by^his people, he had received from them 
handsome preseqts, as testimonials of their . gratitude 
and affection; he received firom, them an in(^pme ade- 
quate to his station, ^and to the supply of every reason- 
able want ; they pressed him to reinain, and promised' 
to do every tiung that might promote his comfort. 
But, for no other reason^, apparently, than thfe prospect 
of about £50 more l^ing aaded to his income, he part- 
ed with them almost abruptly, ai^d left them to airaw 
the inferen^,^ (which they did not hesitate to do,) that 
he had more regard to his* worldly interests than to su- 
perintend the spiritual interests of an affectionate peo- 
f\e. I am much mistaken, if even the temporal happi- 
ness of subh a person.shall be augmented by such con- 
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: duct^ and if God, in the course of hisr Providence; doe» 
not tfy him ^with unexpected difficulties, and make him. 
bdi<dd his sin in his .punishment. 

TJus covetous, disposition is likiewise displayed by 
ministers of the gospel: when they take lairge farms and 
engage with keenness in the pursuits of agriculture, and 
w&n they embark* in extensive mercantile. concerns, 
and speculations, for the purpose of increasing their for- 
tunes^ and enabling them to live in splendor and affln^ 
ence. It is not long since a dissenting' ininister was ad- 
vertised in the. newspapers, among the li&t of bank- 
rupts, as " the Rev. Mr. H- — ^, Banker anA Builder.^ 
And^ even a Doctor of Divinity, who enjoyed a himd^ 
so^e stipend, and was distinguished as a '^popular 
preach^r^has been known to haveen^barked, with ea- 
gerness in mercantile speculations, connected with ship^ 
. fmig affairs, spinning mills, banking, building, and other 
departments, for the purpose of gratifying a worldly 
disposition, and enabling him to leav^ at his death, sev- 
eral thousands of ^pounds to each member of his family. 
Another of: the same description has been known to en- 
gage in extensive agricultural operations, m surveying 
and superintending roads and acting as factor for neigh«> 
boring Squires, in order to hoard up worldly treas- 
ures,^ although his stipend- was one' of the largest in the 
country around. Indeed, instances of this description 
are m far from b^ing uncommon, that they are scarce- 
ly considered as inconsistent with the sacred office ; 
' e influence of such principles,, will 
Lh a certain degree of respect from 
rorld, as if he had acted in no way 
^ character of a Christian. In tfa!e 
ies of their office generally form on- 
ect of attention. Another way in 
sometimes manifests itself, e^- 
iissenting ndinistef^, is — ^their con- 
Hlaht . truthis in their ptiblic minis- 
ing^to apply the principles and pre^ 
' to the partipmarr^^ases of every 
rs without respect of persons, for 
certain leading individuals of die 
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church; and risking the loss of a portion of eknohiment., 
It ii^ likewise manifested in willing at the delinquei^icies 
of men of wealth apd ioflu^nce, in cringing to soch 
characrters, and attempting to screen them from cen- 
sure, when their conduct demands it. In all such cases 
as those to which I allude, the conduct of a Christian 

Eistoc repuires to be guided by wisdom and prudence, 
ut'whejn he clearly pei^ceives the path of truth and du- 
ty, he ought at once, without fear of consequences, to 
act on the. principle '* Fiat Juktitia mat ccdum.^\ Let 
w^hat is accordant with eternal truth and riffhteousness 
be performed, although the mighty should rage,, the 
heavens fall, and the elements rush into confusion. 

But, in general, it will be found,, that he who prudent- 
ly discharges W duly, trusting for support in the Proy- 
idence ofGod, will seldom be left to sink. under his dif- 
ficulties, or to want the means of comfortable support. 
The conduct of the apostles^ in 8^ch cases, should be 
imitated by eveiy Chnstian minister. When Peter was 
brought before the Jewish rulers to account for his con-» 
duct in healing the impotent mi^n, and preaching the 
resurrection of Jesus, he baldly declared, " Be it known 
to vou all, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Naza-. 
reth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead, even hy him doth this man stand before you whole. 
This is the stone th^at was set at nought of jfoti builders, 
which is become the head of the comer.** And when 
he was commanded ' to teach no mor$ in the name of 
Jesus, he replied, with the same fearlessness of conse- 
quences ; "Whether it be right in the sight of God to 
hearken qntoyoti more than unto God, judge ye. Fpr 
I cannot but speak the ' thingi^ which I 
heard." And Paul, when he was aboi 
church of Ephesus, could 'declare ** 1 1 
nothing that was profitable unto you ; I 
ned to declare to you all the council of 
coveted no man's gold, por silver, nor ap 
hands have ministered to mv necessities, 
•ed you all things, how that so laboni; 
support the weak, and to . remember th 
Lord JesUs, how he sai^, It is more bless 
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to rec^ve>'* Were all Christian aiinisters animated by 
th6 spirit which actuated' these holy apostles, We should 
seldom find pastors shrinking from their'dqty, from the 
fear of man; or from worldly motives, " shunning to de- 
clare the whole counsel of. God/' Mbch less should we 
ever behold men more careful to fleece their flocks 
than to feed them with knowledge — ^nd who have the 
effrontery to receive many hundreds/ and even thod^ 
saiids of pounds a year; as christian ministers appoint- 
ed to the charge of souls, while yet they spend thw 
incomes' in fashionable dissipation in foreign lands, re- 
giardless of the spintuiail interests of those precious souls 
which were committed to their care. It is by sndi 
conduct in the clerical order, that religion and its ordi- 
nances are despised and treated with contempt, moi^ 
than by all the .efforts of avowed and unblustung infi- , 
delity; and it becomes aU such seriously to consider 
how fir they are responsible for the demorahzation of 
society, the prevalence of irreligion, and the ruin of im- 
mortal souls ; and what account they wiirone day be 
call^to give of the manner in which they discharged 
tb^ important office committed to their trust. 

I ^hall now adduce a few iniscellaneous examples^ 
iUuslrative of the ascendency of. the covetous princmle 
in those who mad6, or v«4io still make a flaming profes- 
sion of religion. - 

A certain member 6f a dissenting church, Vho had 
long been a zettloug' supporter of its^ peculiar modes and 
tenets; had, in the courte of his business as a carpen- 
ter, aiid by penurious habits, amassed a considerable 
portion of property, T)ut was remarked to be of; a hard 
and griping disJ>68ition, and could seldom be induced to 
contribute to hny religious' object. He h&d a brother, 
a man of good character, and- a member of the same 
church, who, by family and personal distress, had been 
reduced to extreme poverty. Some of hisChrilitian 
brethren represented to him the case of this distressed 
brother, and urged him to afford the fieimijy a little pe* " 
coniary ^lief. He Tepjied, " My brother little knows 
how difllcult it is for me to get money ; 1 have hotiiing 
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that I can sp^re. D6es he know that I {lave late^ 
bought a hoqse, and have the. price of.it tQipay in* a few 
days ?" — and he peremptorily refused to oestoiwr a sin- 
gle shilling . upon his distressed relative/ Yet i^o pubKc 
nodce wi^s taken of such^^onduct by the religious socy 
ety with which he was connected, for, u^^rtuaatelvy 
such cases ^re not generally (Considered as sccof^mSj 
or tests of th^ want of Christian. , principle. His wif^ 
who survived him, and who was of a similar. disposi- 
tion, while lying on^her death bed, kept the kpys of her 
trunJcs^ and drawers;constantly in her bands, and woU^d, 
on no account, part with thoip.to. any, individual, un- 
less when she was in a position to perceive exactly ev- 
ery thing that was transacted while the keys were us- 
ed, and appeared to be restless and uneasy till they 
were returnee^. The idea of losing a single si^q>enc(e^ 
or the. least ^ticle, seemed to go like a dagger to her 
heart. After she. had breathed her last, abag, con-; 
t^ing'bank notes, f)ills> and other, documents, was found 
in her hand, which she had carefully concealed from 
her attendants, as if she had expected to carry it .along 
withher.to the world of spirjjs. . Such are the degra- 
ding and awful effects of cpvetousness, when suffered 
to ^ain the ascendency over the heart. Can such a 

Sint be, supposed to be prepared for the mansions of' 
BJust, and for entering into that inheritance^ which 
is incorruptible,. and that fadeth not away ? , 

The followmg is another example/ relating to aJady 
in comfortable circumstances^ who died three^or four 
years ago. This lady was married to a gentleman who 
was generally respected as a worthy man and a zealous 
Christian., His habits were somewhat penurious ; and 
(irom a low situation^ he rose by various means, some of 
which were scarcely honorable, to a state of wealth and 
independence, so that, about 12 year^ before his death, 
he was enabled to retire .from tb^ duties of his office, 
to live in .a state of respectability. His wife was like- 
wise a professed religious character; she. had no chil- 
dren, and her great anxiety was to preserve, if possible^ 
any portion of her husband's property from passing in- 
to the bands of hi? relations. When atiy of her^lius- 
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band's relatives happened to live -with them iorthe sake 
of sociality or for affording them assistance in their old 
d^, shQ denied them ahnost every comfort, and ^ruin- 
bfed at the least article they received, as if it had been 

Xrtion of flesh torn from her bod v— till, one by one, 
ich relatives forsook her. After her husband's 
death, the same penmious habits remained, and, as is 
usually the case, grew stronger and more mveterate. 
After her deaths a purse was found concealed under her 
pillow, con^taining above £^0 in cash and bank notes, 
to which, it appears, her heart had been more firmly 
Wedded them to ^vthe treasure in the heavens that fail- 
eth not," and ** the glory which fadeth not away." Yet 
this sordid mortal passed among Christian soqiety as a 
follower of Jesus. Another old woman died lately, 
who wJEis a professed zealot for the truth, for ** a cove- 
nanted work of reformation," and for testifying against 
abounding errors and immoralities in the churdi. She 
was noted among her neighbors for telling: fibs, and 
'giving false representatio 
and those X)f others. * 81 
tute of money; and aim 
coukl scarcely attain the ( 
gel — and, of course, shew 
from a charitable fund. I 
busy-body and tale beare 
secretly listening to the ( 

lieighbors, and had burro^ ^ .„„ 

which separated her apartment fi^m that of another 
family, in order that she might-indulge in this mean 
' and unc^hristian practice. In a short time after she 
had represented herself as a destitute pauper, she died, 
and, after her deaths when her store was inspected, it 
was found to contain a considerable quantity of con- 
fectionaries of different kinds, Spirits, wines, and not a 
small DQrtion- of money and other articles, some of 
which had been accumtil^ting ft)r years. Yet no one 
was ihore zealous than Margaret for the truth, and for 
testifying against ^' the '^detections" of the established 
church, and the sins and itnmoi^lities of the age. Such 
examples aa ^ose now stated, are to be found throi^b- 
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oiit almost every portion of the visible church, and 
might be multiplied to an indefinite extent. 

There is not a more common case of covetousiiess 
that occurs in Christian society, than that of taking ad- 
vantage of the civil laWy in opposition to natural justice^ 
in order to gratify an avaricious affection, ' A father 
dies suddenly without a will ; certain relations, perhaps 
the son of the first marriage, seize upon the father's 
property, while the widow and her infant children are 
turned adrift from their accustomed dwelling, either 
with nothing, or with a pittance so small as to oe insuf- 
ficient to procure the coarsest necessaries of life.'' Or^ 
pertiaps a will has been drawn up, specifying the inten- 
tion of the father in regard to the inheritance of his^ 
property, but he dies before he has had an opportunity 
of subscribing the document. Though the will of the 
fiBfther was clearly made known to all concerned, yet a 
person called the heir at law, will immediately step in 
and claim the whole property which the parent intend- 
ed to bequeath, without any regard to the natural 
rights of others. The death of parents and relatives 
frequently produces a scene of rapacity and avarice 
which is truly lamentable to a pious mind, and which 
no one could previously have expected. The death of 
friends which should naturally lead us to reflections on 
the vanity of worldly treasures, and the reality of a fu- 
ture state, hot unfrequently steels the heart against 
every generous feeling, and opens all the avenues of 
ambition and avarice. As a certain writer has observ- 
ed, " The voice frpm the tomb leads us back to the 
world, and fn)m the very ashes of the dead there comes 
a fire which enkindles our earthly desires.** The in- 
stances of this kind are so numerous, that volumes 
might be filled with the details. In opposition to every 
Christian principle, and to the dictates of natural jus- 
tice, professed religionists will grasp at weahh wrung 
from the widow aixl the orphan, because the civil law 
does not interpose to prevent such baffe-faced robbe- 
ries ; and yet they will dare to hdd up their faces, with- 
out a blush, in Christian society — while one who had 
oommitted a fearless extensive robbery, in another fomk^ 
7 
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would be. held up to execration, and doomed to tbe . 
gibbet. ' I know no practical use of Christian prkiciple, 
unless it leads a man, in such cases to perform an act of 
natural justice, altogether independent of the compul- 
sions er regulations of civil codes. " The law," sav» 
Paul, *' was hot made for a righteous man, but for we 
Ifiwless and disobedient, the ungodly and the profane ;^ 
and he who, in cases which natural justice should deter- 
miQe, t^es shelter under the protection of law, in coip- 
mittin^ an act of oppression, ought to be excluded 
from the society of the faithful, and regarded as a ** hea- 
then man and a publican.^' That such characters are 
so frequently found in the visible church, is a plain evi- 
dence that the laws of Christ's kingdom are not yet 
strictly and impartially administereo. 

The forms of our civil laws are a striking proof of 
the extensive range of the operations of the covetous 
principle, and a kmd of libel on the character of man- 
kind, however much refined by civilization and Christ- 
ianity. . *" It is impossible,'* says a periodical writer, " to 
see the long scrolls in which' everj^ contract is included,, 
with all the appendages of seals and attestation, with- 
out wondering at the depravity of those beings who 
must be restrained from violation of promises by such 
formal and public evidences, and precluded from equiv- 
(Ocation and subterfuge by such punctilious minuteness.. 
Among all the satii*es to which folly and wickedness 
have"given occasion, none is equally severe with a bond 
or a settlement." And is it not a satire \ipon Christ- 
ianity, that its professed votaries require such legal obli-. 
gation, and punctilious forms and specifications, to pre- 
vent the inroads of avarice? and that no one can safely 
trust money or property to any one on the faith of a 
Christian, or depending purely on his sense of equity 
and justice? 

Before proceeding to the next department of our sub- 
ject, it may not be improp^ to advert to our covetoufi- 
Uiess and iaofetry, considered as a nation. 

Great Britain has long been designated by the title 
of a ChriMuin nation, But, if proud ambition and an 
inordinate love of riches and power be inconsistent 
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with the religion of Jesus^,'we have> in many instances^ 
forfeited our right to that appellation. Without advert- 
ing to the immense load of taiation which has long 
been levied from the mass of the people, and the ex- 
travagance with which many portions of it have been 
expended — ^the heavy imposts on, foreign produce, and 
the harassing regulations of the excise, which prevents 
a free intercourse with foreign nations — the keenness 
of our merfchants and manufacturers in accumulaling 
wealth and amassing immense fortunes for the purpo- 
ses of luxury — ^the eagerness with which our Land- 
holders endeavor to keep up the price of grain, although 
the poor should thus be deprived of many of their com- 
forts — ^the poverty of one class of our clergy and the 
extravagant incomes enjoyed by others — ^passin^ the 
consideration of these and similar characteristics, I 
shall only mention one circumstance which appear? 
altogether inconsistent with our character as a Christ- 
ian nation, and that is, the revenues derived from the 
support of Idolatry in India, and the encouragement 
thus given to the cruelties and abominations of P^gan 
wrorship. ' 

In another age, it will perhaps scarcely be believ- 
ed, that Britain, distinguished for her zeal in propaga- 
ting the Gospel throughout the heathen world, has, for 
many years past, derived a revenue from the ^orshij)- 
pers of the idol Juggernaut, and other idols of a simi- 
lar description at Gya, Allahabad, Tripetty, and other 
places in Hindostan. From the year 1813 to 1,8^59 
there was collected, by order of th^ British govern- 
ment, from the pilgrims of Juggernaut alone, about 
1,360,000 Rupees, or £170,000 ; a great part of \vhick 
was devoted to the support of tte idol, and the priefits 
who officiated in conducting the ceremonies of this 
abominable worship. Dr. Buchanan, in his •* Christian 
Researches," states, from official accounts, that the an- 
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nual expense of the idol Juggernaut pre^nted to the 
English government as follows ; 

Rupees. £. 
Expenses of the Table of the Idol, 36,115 or 4,514 
Do. of his dress, or wearing ap- 
parel, . . . 2,712 . 339 
Do. wages of his servants, 10,057 1,259 
Do. contingent expenses at the . 

diffefent seasons of pilgrimage, 10,989 1 ,373 

Bo. of his elephants and horses, 3,030 378 
Do. of his annual state carriage, 
or the car and tower of the 

idol, . . . 6,713 839 



Rupees, 69,616 £8,702 

In the item *^ wages of servants," are included the 
wages of the courtezansy or strumpets who are kept for 
the service of the temple. Mr. Hunter, the collector 
of the pilgrim tax for the year 1806, told Mr. Buchan- 
an that three state carriages were decorated that year, 
with upwards of £200 sterling of English broadcloth 
and baize^ . 

The following items show the gain of this unnatural 
association \^ith idolatry at some of the principal sta- 
tions appropriated for idol worship. i 

Rupees. 
Net receipts of pilgrim tax at Juggernaut 

for 1815, . . . 135,667 

Do. at Gya for 1816, . . . 182,876 

Do. at Allahab^, for 1816, . 73,053 

Do. at Kashee-poor^ Surkuree, Sum- 

bal and Kawa for 1816, . . 5,683 

Do. at Tripetty, near Madras for 1811, 15^,000 

Rupees,* .549,279 



• A Rupee though generally considered to bie oply the yalue of heilf a 
crown, yet is reckoned in the case of the pilgrims of India, to be ecjuiva* 
lent to the value of one pound sterling to an inhabitant of Britain, so 
that, in this point of view, Rupees may be considered as equivalent to 
pounds. 
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Mr. Hamikon in bis '^ Description of Hindpsttufi^'^ as 
quoted by Mr. Peggs, in his "Pilgrim tiqcin India/' 
totes with respect to the district of Taniore thaf^in 
almost every village, there is a temple vrith a lofty gate- 
way of massive architecture, where a great many orah- 
mins are maintained, partly by an alhtvancefr^m goO' 
emment. The brahmins are here extremely loyal,' on 
accoimt of the protecticMi they receive and also for an 
aUotvOnce granted them by the British government of 
46,000 Pagodas or £18,000 dnnucdly, which is distrio*- 
uted for the support of the poorer temples,*^ — a sum 
which Would purchase One Hundred and eighty thotf- 
sand £ih[l^ at two shillings each \ Can any thing be 
more inconsistent than the conduct of a professed 
Christian nation in thus supp6rting a system of idola- 
try^ the most revolting, cruel, lascivious and profane ? 
Yet a member of the parliament, C. BuUer, JEskj. in 
his letter to the Court of Directors, relative to Jugger- 
naut, in 1813, says, " I cannot see what possible ejec- 
tion there is to the continuance of an estiA)lished' tax, 
particularly when it is taken into ccMisideratioH what 
targe possessions in land and money are alloujedby our 
government, in all parts of the country, /or feepiwg- up 
the religious institutions of the Hindoos and the Mus^ 
Stdmansr ' ' 

The scenes of Juggernaut and other Idol-temples 
are so well known to t^e British, public, that I need riot 
dwell on the abominations and the spectacles of misery 
presented in these habitations of cruelty. I shall only 
remark that, from all parts of India, numerous bodies 
of idol-wcHTshipperS or pilgrims travel minv hundreds 
of miles to pay homage to the different idols to which 
I have alluded. A tax is imposed bv the British gov- 
ernment on these pilgrims, graduated according to the 
rank or circumstances of the pilgrim^ and amounting 
f5rom oneWo twenty or thhiy rupees-^which according 
to the estimate stated in the preceding note, (p. 76,) vrifl 
be equivalent to cme pound sterling to the poorest cli^s 
of piigrims. Those jounieying to AUahabadv for exam- 
ple, are tax^d at the folbwing rates. On every pil<> 
1^* < •^- '••...' 
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grimonfootyflMerifpee. (hieveiypflgrimwithahorse 
or palanquin, two rupees. On every pil^im with an' 
elephant, ttoeTity rupees^ &c. Vast iHimber^ of dehided 
CH;eatures flock every year to these templee^ in 1^25, 
the number that arrived at Juggernaut was estiisated 
at tux) hundred and tioenty-five thousand, and in some 
cases they have been calculated to ^amount to more than 
a million. The deprivations and miseries suffered by 
many of these wretched beings afe almost incredible. 
Dr. fiuchanan, who visited Juggernaut temple in Jime^ 
1606, giveis the follow^ig statement. '< Numbers of pil- 
grims die on the road, and their bodies ^nerally rem^ 
wburied.. On a plain near, the pilgnm Caravansera, 
lOCHniles from Ju^rnaut, I saw more than 100 skulk ; 
the dogs, jackalls, and vultures, seem to live here on 
human prey. Wherever I turn my eyes, I meet death 
in one shape or other. From the place where I now' 
standi I have a vi^w of a host of people, like an army 
encamped «t the outer gate of the town of Juggernaut, 
where a guard of soldiers is posted, to^ret>enl themfwm 
entering the tdum until they have paid the tax, A pil- 
grim announced that he was ready to offer himsen a 
sacrifice to the idol. He laid him^lf down on the Boad 
before the car as it was moving aJone, on his face,>with 
his arms stretched forward. Th6 multitude passed* him^ 
leaving the space cl^ar, and he was crushed to death 
by the wheefa. How much I wished that the preprie^ 
tors of India stock would have attended the wheels of 
Juggernaut, arid ^een this peculiar source of their reve-r 
nue ! I beheld a distressing scene this morning in the 
place of skulls ; a poor woman lying dead, or pearly so^ 
and her two children by her, Ibokipg at the dogs and 
vultures which vinere near. The people passed by 
without noticing the children ! I ^ asked them whei^ 
was their home ? They said they had no home bul 
where their mother wasr. O there is no pity at Jugger- 
naut ! Those who support his kingdom, err, I trust;, 
from .^(Borance ; they know not what they do." 
' ^* The loss of life/* says Cobnel Phipps, who viritnes^ 
sed this festival in,.182^, '< by this deplorable supersti- 
tion, probably exceeds that of any other. The aged. 
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tte weak, the sidk, are persuaded to atten^ this pil- 
grimage as a remedy for all evils. The number pf 
womeh and lehiJdren is idso very greait, and they leave 
their families and their occupations to travel an immense 
distance, with the delusive hope of obtaining eternal 
bliss. Theii; means of subsistence on the road are 
scanty, and their l^ht clothing and little bodily strength, 
are ill calculated to encounter the inclemency of the 
weather. When they approach the temple,, they find 
scarcely enough teft to pay the tax to government, and 
to satisfy the rapacious brahmins ; and, on leaving Jug- 
gernaut, with along journey before them, their meane 
of support are often quite exhausted* The work of 
death then becomes rapid, and the route erf the pilgrims 
may be traced by the bones left by Jackalls and vultures, 
and the dead bodies may be seen m every, direction." 

The Rev.' W. Bampton^ in an account of this festival, 
in July, 1823, states, "in the front of one pf the cars 
lay the body of a dead man ; one arm and one leg were 
eaten ; and two dc^s were then eating him ; many.peo^ 
pie were near, both moving and stationary, but they 
did nqf, seem to take any notice of the circumstance, 
I went to see the pilgrims, who, because they could not 
pay the tax, were kq>t without one of the gatesi In 
the course of the morning, I saw \Vithin^a mile of the 
gate ^ix more dead, and the dogs and birds were eating 
three of them. Five or six lay dead withiQ a mile erf 
the gate. A military officer pointed out a piece of 
ground^ scarcely an acre,, on whidi he had, last, year, 
counted twenty-five dead hodies4^ Mr. Lacey, a mis- 
sionary, whawas at the festival, in June 1825, states, 
." On the evening of the 19th I coanted upwards of, sixty 
dead and dying, from the temple, to about half a mile 
below-cleaving out the sick that had not much life. In 
^very street, comer, and open space — ^in fact, wherever 
you turned your eyes, the dead and tbe^ dying, met your 
«ight. I visited one of the Golgothas between the 
town and the principal entratnce, and I saw sights 
which I never shallfbrget. The i^mall river there was 

Juite glutted wiUi the dead bodied. ,The wiixl hiKl 
rifted them all together, and they were acomjdete 
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mass of putrefying flesh. They also lay upon the 
ground in heaps, and the dogs and birds were able to do 
but little towards devouring them." Such horrid de- 
tails could be multiphed withoiit number; everyone 
who has visited such sqenQS of misery and depravity, 
gives similar relations, §6me of which are still more 
horrible and revolting. With regard to the number 
that perish on such occasions, the Kev. Mr. Ward esti- 
mates that 4000 pilgrims perish every year, on the 
rQads to and at holy places — an estimate which is 
considered by others as far below the truth. Captain 

F estimates those who died at Cuttack and 

Pooree, and between the two stations, at 6000. How 
many of these miserable people must have died before 
they reached their homes ! many of theiii coming three^ 
six, or nine hundred miles^ Mr. M ^, the Euro- 
pean collectot of the tax at Poor^e^ estimated tte nior- 
tality at 20,000 ! 

. Juggernaut is one of the most celebrated stations, of 
idolatry in India. All the land within twenty miles is 
considered holy ; but the most sacred spot is enclosed 
within a stone wall twenty-one feet high, foryiing a 
square of about 656 feet. Within this area are about fifty 
temples ; but the most conspicuous buildings consist of 
one lofty stone tower, 184 feet high and twenty-eight 
and a half feet square insidct. The idol Juggernaut, 
bis'brother Bulbudra, and his sister Sabadra, occupy 
the tower. The roofs are ornamented with represen- 
tatioi^ of monsters ; the walls of the temple are cov- 
ered with statues of stone, representing Hindoo cods 
with their wives in attitudes grossly indecent. . The 
three celebrated idols aHuded to, are wooden busts six 
feet high, having a rude resemblance of the human 
head, and are painted white, yellow and black, with 
frightfully grim and distorted countenances. They 
aro. covereJ with spangled broadcloth, funded 
from the export warehouse of tiie British govern^ 
ment. The car on which the idol is drawn, measures 
forty-three and a half feet high, has sixteen wheels of 
j^ and a half feet. diameter, and a platform thirty*- 
four and a half fe^t square. The ceremonies connect* 
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ed with this idolatrous worship, are, in qianyinstances^ 
exceedingly revolting and obscene. At Ranibut, in the 
province of Gurwal, is a temple sacred to Rajah Ish- 
wara, which is principally inhabited by dancing women. 
The initiation iato this society is performed by anointr 
ing the head with oil taken from the lamp placed before 
the altar, by which act, they make a formal abjuration 
of their parents and kindred, devoting their future lives 
to prostitution, sjiA the British government, by giving 
annually 512 rupees to the religious mendicants who 
frequent this temple, directly sanction this system of 
obscenity and pollution. Many temples of impurity 
exist in other places of Hindostan. Tavemier men- 
tions a village where there is a pagoda to which ^\ 
the Indian courtezans come to make their offerings. 
This pagoda is full of a great number of nahed images. 
Girls of eleven or twelve years old, who have been 
bought and educated for the purpose, are sent by their 
mistresses to this pagoda, to offer and surrender them- 
selves up to this idol. ^ 

In order to induce ignorant devotees to forsake their 
homes, and commence pilgrims to these ^temples of 
impurity and idolatry, a set of avaricious villains termed 
PUgrim hunters are employed to traverse the country, 
and by dll manner of falsehoods, to proclaim the great- 
ness of Juggernaut and other idols. They d^lare, 
for example, that this idol. has now so fully convinced 
his conquerors, [that is, the British] of his divinity, th^t 
tjiey have taken nis temple under their, own puperintjen- 
dency and that they expend 60,000 rupees from year 
to year to provide him with an attendance worthy of 
his dignity. These pilgrim hunters are paid by the Brit- 
ish government. Ii one of them can march ou^ a 
thousand persons and persuade' them t6 undertake the 
journey, he receives 1500 rupees, if they be of the low- 
er class ; and 3,000 rupees, if they be persons belonging 
to the highest class. But, what is worst of aU — ^tbe 
conduct of the British government in relation to this 
i^stem,has led many of the natives to believe that the 
British nation approves of the idolatrous worship estdb^ 
tished in India. A hindoo inquired.of a missionary in 
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India, " If Juggernaut be nothing, why does the Com- 

Eany take so much money from those who come to see 
im?" Mr. Lacey, a Missionary who went ,to relieve 
the destitute on the road to Cuttack, during one of the 
• festivals, relates the following incident : — '^ You would 
have felt your heart moved,.to hear, as I did, the na- 
tives say — ^ Your preaching is a lie;— for, if your iSa- 
viour and your religion are thus merciful, how do you 
then take away the money of the poor and suffer him to 
starve ?' '* It ik indeed no'wonder that when the natives 
see' a poor creatare lying dying for want ; they should re- 
flect, that the two ^-upees he paid as a tax, would have 
kept him alive. Nor is it indeed a pleasing reflection to 
it European mind, that these tux) rupees form precisely the 
difference between life and death to, many who have per- 
ished for want on their road heme. Another mission- 
ary relates, "Passing one evening a large temple, I 
. caught a sight of one of the idols, and exclaimed, sinful, 
sinful ! The native who was with me asked, ' Sir, is 
that sinful for which the Company give thousands/ 
A man said to me a few days ago, * If the govern- 
ment does not forsake Juggernaut, how can yoi| expect 
that we should V " In this way the efforts of Christian 
missionaries to turn the Hindoo from idolatry, are, in 
many instances completely paralyzed.* 

Slich is the worship which the British government 
supports, and from which it derives an annual revenue : 
Such is the covetoiisness Hterally and directly connect- 
ed with " idolatry'^ manifested by those who give their 
sanction and support to a system of idol- worship, dis- 
tinguished for rapacity, cruelty, obscenity, and every 
thing shocking to the feelings of humanity ! If we are 
commanded t6 " flee from idolatry," ^* to abstain from 
tneats offered to idols," and to <* hate even the garment 
spotted by the flesh " what shall we think of the practice 
•of receiving'hundreds of thousands of r^ipees annuaUy, 
for permitting blinded idolaters to worship the most 
despicable idols — of clothing those idols, r6paiiring their 

♦ Most of the facts above stated have been seleeted and abridged froipa 
Mr, Pegg's" Pilgrim tax-in India." ; 
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temples, and paying the rapacious and unfeeling priests 
that minister at their altars ? .What shall we think of 
the practice of Christian Britons sending forth a body 
of idol-missionaries, far exceeding in number all the 
Christian missionaries, perhaps, throughout the world, 
who, from year to year, propagate delusion, and pro- 
claim for the sake of gain — the transcendent efficaw 
of beholding "a log of tvood T^ "Be astonished, O 
ye heavens at this," No wonder if Christian mission- 
aries have the most formidable opposition to encoun- 
ter, when the very nation that sent them forth to un- 
dermine the fabric of Piagan superstition, gives direct 
countenance and support to every thing that is abhor- 
rent and debasing io the system (^ idolatry* 

How appropriate the wish expressed by Dr. Bucha- 
nan, " that the proprietors of India stock, could have 
attended the wheels of Juggernaut, and seen this pecu- 
liar source of their revenue f' I would live on " a 
dinner of herbs," or even on the grass of the fields, 
before I would handle a sum of money procured in this 
way, to supply the most delicious fare. From what- 
ever motives support is ^ven to this system of Idol- 
atry, it will remain an indeUble stain on the British na- 
tion, to generations yet unborn, and its miserable and 
demoralizing effects will only be fully known in the 
eternal world. 
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OH THE ABspmrrr anp UtRAtioifALrr^ of 

^ COVETOUSIIBSS. , , 

T^i; Cr^tor ha» endowied man with menial faenk 
ties whicli^ if properly direet^d and employed, \v6dd 
be sufficien^t, in many cas^s, to point ont tbe path of yir- 
toe, and'to stiow tte folly. and unreasonablenega of 
vice. All the laws of God* when properly investigated 
as, to their 'tendeiicy and, effects, will be foupd accor-» 
dant with tbe^di^tates of enlight0iied reason, and- cal- 
tuhted io produce the greatest sum of human happi- 
ness.; and Ihe dispositions and yiceis ^ivhicb these laws 
denounce win uniforAly1?e found jto have a terideiMjy 
to product discomfort atid niisery, and to^v^ltho 
moral order and happipeas of the intelligent system. 
On these and similaf grounds, it may not be inexpedi- 
eitt to offer a few remarks on the foHy and irralionali« 
ty of the vice to which our attention ia directed. 

In the first plac^, the ifraiionaliiyi cf Covetousness^ 
win appe^, if we consider the noble intelltctual facuU 
ties unAwhu^rnan is endowed. 

Man is furnished not only with sensitive powers to 
perceive and enjoy the vanous objects with which hb 
terrestrial habitation is replenighed, but also with the 
powers of memory, imagination^ judgment, reasoning, 
and' the moral faculty. By these powers he canjre- 
trace and* ccmteihplalQ the, most- remaricable events 
which have happened in every period of the .worlds 
8 ' 



Digitized by 



Google 



8^ ABSURDITY AND IRRATIONALITY 

once time began ; survey tlje magDificent scenery of 
nature in all its variety and extent ; dive into the depths 
of the ocean ; ascend into tne regions jof the atmos- 
phere ; pry into the invisible regions of creation^ and 
behold the myriads of animatedT)eings that jpeople the 
4rops of water ; determine the courses of the celestial 
orte; measore the distiinces and magnitudes of the 
planets ; predict the returns of comets .and eclipses ; 
convey himself alon^ mighty rivers, and acfpss the ex- 
pansive ocean ; render i^e most stubborn elements of 
nature subservient to hifi designs and obedient to his 
commands; and, in short, can penetrate beyond all 
that is visible to common eyesj to tjiose regions of space 
where suns unnumbered shine, and miglSy worlds are 
running their solemn rounds; and pereeive the agency 
of lofinite Power displaying itself throughput the imr 
limited it^gions pf the universe.. By these powers he 
can trace' the existence and the attributes of an Invisi- 
ble and Almighty Being operating in the sun^ thi^ mopfi,, 
and the starry orbs, in the revolutions of the' ee^ns, 
the agency of the elements, the process of vegetation, 
the im^tions of animals, and the mor^. relations which 
fliibsist among intelligent beings; and in sudi studiesr 
. and contemplsitions he ,can enjoy a hiappiness infinitely . 
iRjperior to all thfe delights of mere apimal se^ajtion* 
How unreasonaUe then, is it, for a being who ^possess- 
es st^ch sublime faeiilties, to have his ^hole soul ab- 
sorbed in raking together a few.paltry poinds or dol- 
lars, which he either applies to no us<5fiilobject, or em- 
ploys merely for the purposes of pride and oi^tentation ! 
We ar^ apt to smile at a little boy hoardine up heaps 
of cherry sStoijes, small pebblefe^ or seal, shells ; but he 
acts a mdre rational part than the covetous mah whose 
desb^s are; concentrated in "heaping up gold as the 
dtist, and silver as the stones of the brook ;" fprthe 
boy has not arrived ^t the full exercise of hi^ rational 
powers, aBdis incapi^e c^ forming a comprehenrive 
Judgment of those purguits which ought to be the great 
encTof his existence.. The ai|ns apd pursuits of evexy 
intdligence, ought to correspond vrithsthe ^faculties he 
possess^.. But dpes the hoahliiig.of pne shil^ig after 
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another^ day by day, and the absorption of the facul- 
ties in this degrading 6bject, while almost every higher 
aimii^ set aside, — correspond to tiie noble powers with 
which man is iavested, and the variety and sublinuty 
of those objects which solidt* their attention ? Is there, 
indeed, apy comparison between acqiuring ridies and 
wealth as an ultiniate obje6t,.and the cultivation of the 
intellectual faculties, and the noble- pursuit of knowl- 
edge ^uid moral improvement 1 If man had been in- 
terned to live the life of a miser, he would rather have 
been formed into^ the >3hape of an ant or a pismire^ to 
dig among mud and sand and putr^action, to burrow 
in holes and crevipes of the earth, and to heap up seeds 
and grains against the^storms of winteif"; in which state 
he would live acc6rdiilg to the.ordcr of natufe, and be 
incapable of de^difig his mesntal apd moral powers. 

There cannot be a more absurd and preposterous, 
eidiibition, thsm that of ^ man furnished with powers 
capable of lirresting th6 elements of nature,^of directipg 
the lightnings in their course, 6f peneftrating to the dis- 
tant regions of creation, of weighir^ the mcuises of sidr* 
rounding lyorlds, of holding a sublime intercourse with 
his AJmighty Maker, and of perpetual progression in 
knowledge and felicity, throughout an interminable 
round of existence; yet prostrating theste noHe pow^ 
ers by concentrating them on the one sole object of 
amassing a ntimber of gumeas >nd bank notes, whidi 
are never intended to be applied to any rational or be- 
nevpleht purpose ; as if man were raised no higher in 
the scale of intellect^ than the wonris of the dust ! Even 
some of the lower animals, as the dog and the horsey 
display more noble and generous feelings, than the 
earth-worm, from whose grasp you. cannot wrendia 
single shilling for any beneficent obj'ect And shall 
man, who was forrtied after the image of his Mak^r, 
and invested ^^ith dominion over all the inferior tr9>es 
of' animated nature, thus reduce hipiselfrby his grovel- 
Vins affections Ipfelow the rank, of the beasts of the foiiedt 
and the fowls of heaven ? Nothing can afford a plain- 
er proof of man's depravity, and that he has fallea from 
his high estate of primeval innoqedce and rectitude ; 
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and there cannot be a greater libel on CJinstianky and 
on CfaristiaQ churches, than that duch characters should- 
assume the Christian profession, and have their naines 
enrolled among the society of the faithfuK 

2. The folly of cpvetousness appears m tlve (Asolutc 
vfhSiT OP UTILITY whicK chetractertzes the c&aiduct of the 
amricious man,, ' . ' 

True wisdom consists in proportionating means to 
ends,, and in proposing a good and worthy end as the 
object of our pursuit. Hq wouli be accounted a fool, 
who should attempt to ouild a ship of war on one of 
the highest peaks of the Alps or the Andps, or who 
4shbuld spend aJarge fortune in constructing a huge 
machuie which Wics of no use to. mankind,. but merely 
that they might look at ihe motion of its wheels and 
pinions; or ^ho should attempt to pile up a mountsiin 
ofsan^ M^ithin the limits pf the sea, w^icb the foaming 
billoivsy at every returning tide, woukJ sweep av^ay 
into the bosom of the defep. But the man " ^vhatay^ 
r himself and is not rich towards God,'* 
less unreasonableness and folly. He 
rhich he never intends to use $ he vei- 
ls himself ih acquiring theto ; her^tiiits 
lawful sensitiye comforts ; and his sole 
enjoyment sfeems to be that o^ brooding over "in hi» 
mina an arithmetical idea connected wil^ hundreds or 
thousands of circular pieces of gold, or square slips of 
paper. The poor are never to be warmed, or' fed, or 
clothed, the oppressed, relieved, the widow's heart 
itode to leap for joy, the ignorant instructed, the ordi- 
nances of religipn siipported, or the gospel pronfioted 
in heathen landjs, by ' means of any of the treasures 
which he aGcumulates. . He ." spends his njoney for 
that which is not bread, and his labor for that whicj^i 
satisifieth hot;" and neither himself, his family, his 
fri^iids, his country, or the world is benefitted by his 
wealth. I hare read of a Reverend Mr. Hagamc^^ of 
Catshoge,' Leicestershire, on whose death, in January, 
1776, It w^s found, that be had iiiscumulated thirty 
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sowns Und cassocks, one handred pdirof bneechey, one 
bupdred, psSr of bo<Ms, four Imndr^d pair of shoes, ei^ 
ty Migs, yet always wore his own Aotr, fifty eight dogt» 
eighty waggons aiKl carts, e^hty ploughs, and u^ 
none, fifty saddles, and fnmiture for the menage, thirty 
wheel-barrqws, sixty horses and mare^y seventy four 
ladders, two hundred pick axes^ two hundred ^ades 
and shovels, two hundred and forty nine razors, and so 
many walking sticks, that a toysoian in Leicesterfields^ 
offered eight pounds sterling to procure them.* Every 
one will at onoe perceive, that this man, although be 
had the title of << Reverend" affixed to his name, must 
have been nothing else but ^ Reverend /oo/, or some- 
thing approachinj^ to a maniac; for^ to accuipulhte such 
H number of useful articles, merely for the purpose of 
looking at tbem^ or brooding over the idea that they 
were in one's possession, without any higher object in 
view, is surely the chai^teristic of folly and inratiotial- 
hy, if any thing ought to designate a person a fool or a 
madman. 

Now,. let us suppose for a moment, instead of money, 
a man were to hoard in a garret or a warehou^p ap« 
propriated foij the purpose-r-l 0,000 pots or cauldrons 
that were never to be used in cooking victuals, or for 
any other process, — 15,000 tea-kettles, UOJOQO coffee* 
pots, 25,000 pair of boots, 30,000 knee-buckles, 32,000 
great coats, and 40,000 pair of trowsers — suppose that 
none of these articles 'were intended to be sold or ap« 
propriated to such uses as they are generally intended 
to serve, but merely to be g^z^d at from day to day, 
or contemplated in the ideas of them that float before 
the imagination — ^what should wot^ink of the man who 
spent his whole life, and concentrated all ^e energies 

♦ This sineiihir clergyman, when he died, Was worth £700 per an- 
num, and £1000 in money, which fell to a ticket porter in IJoAdols. 
He kept one servant of each sex, whom he lockM up every night. 
His last employment on an evening, was. to 50 round his premises, let 
loose his doff8,.and fiii his gun. He loin his life as follows : going one 
monung to uit out his servants, the4og:s fawned upon him suddenly, 
and threw hiih into a pond, where he was found dead. His servant* 
lieard his calls for assistance, but, being locked up they coul4 not lend 
him any help. r . ■ 

8* 
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of bis soul ki such romiuitic pursuits-and ' acquisitions t 
We should at once decide, that he -W^s unqualified JTor 
a^80ciating>witb rational beings, and fit^only for a place 
within the precincts of bedlam. But what is the 
great diflference betweetf accumulating twenty thou- 
sand cork-screws, or thirty thousand shoe-brushes, und 
hparding as many thousands of stullings, dollars or pie- 
ces of paper called bank note^, which are never intend- 
ed to be brought forth for the benefit of mankind ? The 
eases are almost exactly parallel ; and he who is con- 
sidered as a fool or maniac, in the one case, deserves 
to be branded with the same epithets, in the other. 
Were a jiian to employ the greater part of his life in 
laying up millions of chen^-stones or pin heads, and 
findms ehief delight in contemplating his heaps, audi 
continually adding to their number, he Would be con- 
sidered as b^low the scale of a rational being, and imfit 
for general society. Bint there is no essenticd difefence 
between such a fool, and the man who,se great and ut- 
timate aim is to accumulate thousands of dollars pr <if 
guineas. Both cksses of persons are in reality rHani- 
acs — ^with this difference, that the first datss would be 
considered as laboring under a serious mental de- 
rangementi and therefore objects of sympathy and 
pity ; while the othe^ are considered as in the full exer- 
cise of their intellectual powers, although they are pros- 
trating them in the pursuit of objects as degrading and 
irrational, as those which engross the imagination of the 
inmates crf'l^edlam. 

, But, suppose that riches are coveted^ not for the pur- 
pose of being, hoarded, but for the purpose of being ex- 
pended in selfish gratifications, thcfre is almost as much 
folly and ii-fationajity in the latter case as in the former. 
Suppose a man to have an .income of £3000- a year, 
and that £800 are sufficient to procure him all thp sen- 
jsitive enjoyuients suitable to his station — is it rationed 
Jsit useful, either to himself or others, that. he should 
waste £2200 in^vain or profligate pwirsuits, in balls, 
masquerade^, gambling, hounding, horse racing, expen- 
sive attire, and splendid equipS^es— rwhen there are sp 
many poor to be relieved, so many ignorant ta be in- 
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fltFUcted, 80 many improTements requisite for the com- 
fort of general society, so many sciences to cultivate, so 
inanyarts to patrbniz^, and so many arduous exertions 
required for promoting the general renovation of the 
virorld — ^nd scarcely a single guinea devoted to either 
of these objects ? Such conduct is no less irrational and 
degrading, in k mor^l and accountable a^nt,ihan that 
of the grovelling "Wretch who iioards his money in a 
bag which is never opened but with jealous care when 
he has ^ few more guineas or dollars to put into it. In 
both cases, wealth is turned: aside from its legitimate 
channel, and perverted to purposes directly opposite 
to the will of the Creator, and the true happiness of 
mankind. • 

- 3. The folly of Avarice will appear, if u;e consider 
it in relation to rational enjoymerit. 

The rational ienjoyment of life consists, amongother 
things, in the moderate use of the bounties of ^Provi- 
dence which God ha? provided for all his creatures — 
in the exercise of our physical and mental powers on 
5 calculated to afford satisfac- 
emotions of contentment and 
Creator — in the sweets of an 
in the acquisition of knowledge 
nevolent affections, in affection- 
ith our fellow men, in theexer- 
ipathy, and good will towards 
nness or equanimity which re- 
the changes of fortune, and the 
human life.^ Now, in none of 
covetoua man experience the 
^nt. He has it in his power to 
enjoy all the sensitive pleasures in which a rational be- 
ing ought to indulge, yet he stints himsielf even of ne- 
cessary comforts, and lives upon hu^ks when he 
might feast Himself on the choicest dainties, beqause it 
might prevent him from adding new stores to his se- 
cret treasures. ^He will shiver amidst the colds of win- 
ter, under a tattered coat, or a thread-bare covering, 
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and sit benumbed in his apartipent without a fire to 
ejieer him, because the purchase of requisite comforts 
would diminish the numoer of his pounds, shillings, and 
pence. He will lie on a bed of straw, during the dark 
evenipgs of winter, like a laere animal existence, ratb- 
er than fhrnish oil for a lamp, and will wallow like a 
sow amidst mire and fikh, rather than give the smallest 
trifle to a person tp clean his apartment Of mental 
plelisuresi he can scarcely be said to enjoy the smallest 
share, except in so far^as the ideas of accuip^lated 
£oId\iUid silver are concerned/ He is necessarily op- 
pressed with restless anxiety. The objects^ of his cdy- 
etousness are, in most instances, necessarily uncertain. 
He strives to obtain them, but is doubtful of success; 
his mitid hangs between hope and fear ; his desires 
are, however, continuially exerted ; he is on the rack as 
It were, till he Sees the issue of his adventure, and in 
numerous cases, his hopes are blasted, and his schemesi 
disconcerted; and when the plans of sain he Jiad laid 
are frustrated, or a portioaof hi^\veaTth destroyed by 
an unexpected accident, he feels al} the pains and ago- 
nies of a man verging towards poverty and niin« 
While a contented man may become rich, to evei^ de- 
sirable degree, amid the full possession of serenity of 
mind, and self-approbation, the airxiety of the covetoiis 
is necessarily great and distremng ; ' and that is one 
part oi the punishment he inevitably suffers under the 
righteous government of God, on account of his in* 
fhngement of the natural and ii^oral laws of the uni- 
verse. - To the miseify of perpetual anxiety are added 
h^essant labor j and an endless anijl wearisome train of 
exertion to augment his gains and secure himself fronr 
fosses. Ifikc a slave or a mill-horse, he drudges on in 
a state of travail, and in an unceasing whirl of toil and 
effort, which leave no ^intervals for rational reflection 
and enjoyment; and, after aU, his desires are still cra- 
vi^ and still unsatisfied. 

: In the ipidst of such laboi* and mental efTprts and per- 
plexities, h0 meets with freouent disappointments. 
His deeds or ob%atibns are found to be defective; 
his bills are refu^qcfto be discounted ; his agents prov« 
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cheats undldeceiversr; storms will blow in spite of him; 
and sink his. ships in the mighty waters ; floods and in- 
undations will sweep away the produce of his fieldjs^j 
his crops will fail ; his cattle die ; his debtors abscond 
or become bankrupts^ and the devouring flames will, 
sei^i^ upon his houses and bams, or his shops an/d ware- 
houses, and consume them to ashes. In all such cases, 
where a contented mind will endeavor to submit with 
calmness to the allotments of Provkl^nce, the mind of 
the covetous impugns the rectitude of the Divine df^peur 
sation, and heaves i^ith unutterjable^ throes of agony^ 
and despair. In* the language of inspiration "he is 
pierced through,^' orj compasse4 pn every side. " wiiA 
many sorrows,^ and the inward l^guage of bis heart 
is — and it is awfully appropriate, ".Ye have taken away 
my gods ; and what hjuye I mo^e {^ Amidst such ^nis- 
fortunes and mental pangs, he is frequently left without 
firiends,\ without pity, or sympathy, or cpmjniseratioh 
•— poipted at with the finger of scorn, stung bytbekeeo 
sarcasms of his neighbors, and considered as a fijt n^ar^ 
foi'the shafts of contempt and derisioh, while the lash- 
es of his own conscience a^d a keenness tp his anguish. 
It is almost needless to add; that' he derives ho emby- 
nfienft frOni the exercise of kindness and benignity, frbmi 
the pursuits of knowledge, the contemplation of nature; 
the aflection^te y association of his fellow men, or the 
satisfaction which arises from- deeds of beneficence, 
for his degrading pursuits leave, him neither leisure 
fior relish for such refined gtatificatioQs. Who, then, 
that hag any regard to rational enjoym€tnt,'Would de- 
sire the state of mind,, and tHe ^condjiion of such a 
wretched mortal, even although his bags were fujl of 
goW, and his barns filled with pfentyl • * 

Nor. are the enjoyments^ much superior, \>f tho m^ 
whrf covets riehes merely for the purpose of livin|f in 
splendor and fashionable dissipation. To a rational 
mind conscious of it^ dignity, and of the noble poWeis 
with which, it is^ furnished, how poor a gratification 
Would it receive from all the pleasures and gewgaws 
that fascinate the vvorldly mindied and the gay? Am 
the pleasures deriyed from riph viands, delicious <wine^y 
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oostty apparel, stately mansions, splendid equipages, 
^hionable parties and divei'sions, an enjoyment ade- 
quate to the sublime faculties, and the boundless de- 
sires of an immortal mind ? How many of those who 
make such pleasures the gratui object of their pursuit, 
are found the slaves of the most abject passions with 
hearts overflowing with pride, rankling with envy^ fired 
with resentment at every trivial aflront, rjcvengeful of 
injuries^ and hurried along, by the lust of ambition, into 
every folly and extravagance? Where such passions 
ar^ continually operating, along with all their kindred 
emotions, tind where benevolence is seldom exercised, 
it is imposs(ible that true happiness can ever be enjojre J. 
And henc^; we find, among persons of this descnption^ 
more instances of siiioide, and more numerous exanft- 
ples of family feuds, contentions, and Separations, thaw 
among any other class of general society^ So that 
there is no rea^n to desire the enjoyments of covet- 
ousness in whatever channel it may run,, or ^whatever 
shape if may assume. .^ . 

4. The folly ietnd irrationality of coyetousness ap* 
pears, when we consid^ the immortat destination of 
indn. . . 

There are thousands of misers and other worldHngar 
wfio^are governed by the lust of ambition arid covet- 
ousness, who admit the doctrine of a future state of 
punishments and rewards. Independently of those, ar- 
guments which may be drawn from the nature of the 
human soul, its derires^of knowledge and capacious in- 
tellectual powers, the uriimited range of view which is 
Opened to these /acuities, throughout the irrimensity^ of 
space' and duration, the moral attributes of God, the 
lOmequal distribution of rewards and "^punishments in the 
present ^tate, and oth^ considerations,-^there is 9l pre- 
monition' and a powerful itnprQssion in almost ^ery 
human mind, that the range 6f its existence is not con- 
fined to the priesept Kfe, but that a world of tiKss or woe 
awaits it beyond ihe^ ^ve.' And, as vast multitude? 
of worfdly and avaricious charactera are to be found 
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connected Vfith the visible church, 0]r frequenting its seic^ 
vices ;^ by thi^ very circun^stance, they form?iily admit, 
that there is niaother scene of existcAcje mto which, they 
enter at the hour of dissohition, 
] No'^v, how irrational and incgnsistent . is it for a man 
to admit, that there, is a world beyond the present 
which is to be the scene of his everlasting abojde, and 
yet Continue to have his whole thought^ and affeetioBS 
absorbed in pursuing ^he riches and transitory gratifica^* 
tions of the present life, without casting. a senous glance 
on the realities pf the invisible state, sbr preparing to 
m^et them? If we had just view:s of all the^momentr 
ous reahtios^ and the scenes of glory, and of terror, con- 
nected with the idea of an eternal world, and could 
contrast them with the vain and fleetii^g enjoyments of 
this mortal scene, we should perceive a /o% and even 
a species of madnesS' in such Conduct, more astonish- 
ing than what is seen in any other course of action pur- 
sue^ by human 1b»^ings.. If a man have an estate in a 
. distant country; on the prDcQ,eds erf* which a considera- 
ble port.on of his. income depends, he will not forget 
that he has an interest ii) that country; he will corres- 
pcwd with it, aind wilt be anxions to learn intelligei^ce 
respecting its'affair&from periodical journals and other 
sources of' information. If a person, on the expiry of 
ten years, has the prospect of entering on the posses- 
sion of a rich inheritance, he will look forward to it, 
vnth longing expectations,, and will employ his thoughts 
ip making iirrangements^ for enjoying it, though perhaps 
he niay not live to take possession; , Nay, we shall find 
many individuals spending weeks ajKi months, in mel- 
ancholy and chagrin for the loss of 4 few guineas or dol- 
lars, and,' at other times, deriving their chief pleasure , 
from the prospect of a paltry gain. Yet strange to 
tell, many such persons remain altogether insensible to 
the ioys and sorrows of a futi^f e worid, and never make 
the least arrangeme^nt.in reference to that state; air 
though there is an absolute certain.^ thatit awaits them, 
and that it is possible they may be ushered into it be- 
fore to-morrow's dawQ. Can any species of folly with 
whieb men are ,chai^ab)e, be compared with such s^- 
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Hlhy and' indifference labout everlasting thh^s, when 
such things are admitted to have a real' existence ? 

iti8 a dictate of wisdom, and evenof dommonfeense^ 
that when a pfersoh has a prospect of occup5dng any 
office or condition in life, he ought to engage in that 
coui'se of preparation which wHI qualify Kim for per- 

^ forming it^ duties and erijoyirig its comforts. Bat whAt 
preparation does th^ covetoud man make for enab&ng 
fiim ta relish the enjoyments, and to ei^ge ia tjie ex- 
ercises of the eternal world ?^^ Will heapuig up silver 
as the dust, and filling his bags' with sovere^9 and 
dollars, and concentrating his thoughts ^d affections 
on such objects, prepafe him for im sublune Contem- 
plations of the spirits of just men made perfect, and the 
hajlelujahs ^f the heavenly host ?' Will his* hard grip- 
ing distposition whiph never permitted him to drop the 
tear of sympathy, or io relieve the vvidow and the or- 
phauj render him meet for associating with the inhabit- 

^ants of that worldj where love and the pilrest affec- 
tions, in all their varied ramifications, forever prevail? 
Will his anxioiiii desires and his incessant tolls from 
tporhing to night/ to add to th^ nuhiber o^hid guineas, 
arid the extent of his properly^ qualify him for survey- 
ing the wonderful works of God, and contemplating 
the glory of Him/" who was slain and hath redeemed 
us to Qod by his blood T** Can any ihaft, who Has the 
least spark of rationality within him^ imagine that such 
conduct and such dispositions, are at 3l compatible 
with preparation for the felicitieg.of the heavtenly state ? 
Or, does the ppor degraded miser reatly believe that 
heaven is filled with bags of gold and silver,' and Ihat 
there is no employment there biit "buying and selling, 
ind getting gain f Iftl ^ *^ »' 



exercises oiits inhabitan 
delineate, then, there is' 
tween the employments 
train of. action, imd the te 
nian, which renders hiiA 
. enjoy merits. And / if he 
the services of the heav 
mstency with the'coriistit 
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admitted inta its mansions, but nrast necessarily sink 
into ''the blackness of darkness forever." 

Nor are the pursuitj^ of the worldling, whq spends 
his weakh in vanity and luxury, more compatible with 
the )oys of the celestial world. This will appear, if we 
consider seme of the ingredients which entfer into the 
essence of heavenly felicity. From the representations 
of this state given m the Scriptures, we learn, that it is 
a state of perfect purity and holiness ; that the minds 
of its inhabitants are irradiated with divine knowledge, 
and adorned vnth every divine virtue; that /ova per- 
vades, and unites the hearts of the whole of that vast 
assembly ; that humility^ is one of their distinguishing 
characteristics ; that they are forever engaged in he^ 
neficetU services ; that tKe contemplation of the work« 
and ways of God forms a part of their employment ; 
and that they are unceasingly engaged in sublime ad- 
orations of the Creator of the universe, in contempla- 
ting the gtory and celebrating the praises of Him "who 
hath loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
Wood." But what resemblance is there between such 
a state and such employments, and the pursuits of the 
gay worldling whose heart is set upon his riches as the 
chief object of his affections? Would tjie man who 
spends liis wealth in hounding^ horse-raoing, cock-fight- 
ing and gambling, find any similar entertainments for 
Ws amusement in the upper world I Would the proud 
and ambitious, who look down on the vulgar throng as 
if they were the worms of .the, dust, and who value 
themselves on account of their stately mansicms and 
glittering equipage, find any enjoyment in a world 
where^ humility 18 the distinguishing disposition of all 
its inhabitants? Would the warrior, who delights in 
carnage and devastation, expect to have cities to storm> 
towns to pillage, or armies to manoeuvre, or would 
he think of rehearsing in "the assembly of the just,** 
the deeds of violence and slaughter which he perpetni- 
tedupon earth? Would the fine lady who struts m 
all the gaiety and splendor of driess, who spends h^ 
her time at her toilette^ and in fashionable visits, wbosQ 
chief delight consists in rattling dice and shufiling cards, 
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in atteodia^ balls, masquerades and plays ; who never 
devotes a single soverei^ to beneficent purposes, or to 
the propagation of reUgioa ; whose life is one continu- 
ed round of frivolity and dissipation ; would such a 
character meet with any similar entertainments in the 
aociety of the angelic hosts, and of the spirits of just 
men made perfect ? In short, can it be supposed in 
consistency with reason, that such dispositions and pur- 
suits have a tendency to produce a relish for the en- 
joyments of the celestial worid, and to prepare the soul 
ibr joining, with delight, in the exercises of its inhai;Mt- 
ants ? If not, then such characters would find no en- 
JOTment, although they were admitted within the gates 
of paradis^ ; but, Uke the gloomy owl, which shuns the 
I^t of day, and the society of the feathered tribes, they 
would flee fixnn the society and the abodes of the bless- 
ed, to other retreats, and to m(»« congenial compan- 
ions. 

Thus it appears, that covetousness, whatever form it 
may assui^e, is utteriy inconsistent with any ration- 
al or scriptural ideas we can entertain in relation to 
man's eternal destiny. He id a poor, pitiable fool who 
makes the slightest pretences to religion, while his 
h0art is the seat of avaridous desires, or who makes 
riches, gay apparel, foolish amusements, and the grati- 
fication of pnde and vanity, the chief object of his pur- 
suit. He subjects himseUF to unnecessaiy distress by 
the compunctions of conscience, which the denuncia^ 
tions of religion must occasionally produce ; and j if he 
has any measure of common s^nse, he must plainly per- 
ceive, that any hope» of happiness he may indu^ in 
relation to a future state, are rounded on '< the baseless 
fabric of a vision." The only dansistent plan, there- 
fore, whidi he can adopt — ^if he 'is determined to pr68- 
iQCUte his avaricious courses — is, to endeavor to prove 
religion a fable,»to ^abandon himself to downright scep- 
ticism, to scout the idea of a Supreme Governor of the 
universe, and to try, if he can, to live '' without God, 
and unthout hope in the worid.'' 
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CHAPTER III. 

fOf TAB INCON«[STENCY OF COVSTOUSNESS WITH THE 
WORD OP iSkOJK 

There is no vicious propensity of the human heart 
more frequeiitly alluded to, and more severely denoun- 
ced in the Scriptures of truth, than the sin of covetous^ 
ness. For it str&es at. the root of all true religion, sq>s, 
the foundations of piety and benevolence, and is ac^ 
companied with innumerable vices and evil prcmensi- 
ties, whiph rob God of his ho^or and glory, and " drown 
men in destruction and perdition." It would be too 
tedious to enter into all the views which the word pC 
Ck)d exhibits of the nature and tendencies of this sin, 
of the threatenijigi which are denounced i^ainst it, 
and of its utter incohsistency with the benevolent spix:it 
of the religion of Jesus; and therefore, I shall select 
for illustration. Only two or three prominent partici\- 
lanL . 

In the first place, this propensity is branded in Scrip- 
iVLj^e with the name of Idolatry. " J^t not covetous- 
ness," says JPaul to the Ephesians, " be ooce named 
among you, a$ becometh samts. For this ye know, 
that no covetous man luho is an idolateTf hath any in- 
heritance in the kingdom of Chiist and of God." And, 
in his Epistle to the Colossians, he. enumerates, among 
the vices which bring down the wrath of Ckxi upon the 
children of disobedience, ** povetaumess which is tdda- 
tfyr* 

Idolatry is one of the greatest crimes of which a ra- 

* Ephen. y« 3, 5. Ooloe. ui. 5. 
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tional being can be guilty ; for it is that wWcfa is the 
source of all the ignorance, superstition, cruelties, im- 
moralities and obscene abominations of the heathen 
yforM. It is to idolatry we are to ascribe the burning 
-of widows in Hindostan, the cruel rites of Juggernaut; 
the exposing of the sick and dying on the banks of the 
Ganges, the murder of infants, the infernal sacrifices of 
the Mexicans, the making of children pass through the 
fire to Moloch, the human butcheries which are perpe- 
trated in almost every Pagan land to appease imagi- 
narj^deities, the abominations of the ancient Canaan- 
ites, i\xe murders iand obscenities of the South Sea Isl- 
anders, the degradation of intellect which is found in ev- 
ery heathen country, and the innumerable vices and 
moral pollutions of all descriptions which abound 
among the tribes and nations that sire ignorant of the 
living and true God. So that idolatry may be consid- 
ered as a comprehensive siimmary of eveiy species of 
malignity, impiety^ and wickedness. 

It was for this reiison that the children of Israel were 
separated from the nations around, and so strictly in- 
terdicted from the least intercourse or communion with 
idolatefis.. So "jealous^ tvas the God of Israel in re- 
ference to idolatry, that the least apf^ach to such woi*- 
,ship, either in word or action, of even in imagination,^ 
was pointedly forbidden : — "In all things that I have 
said unto you be circumspect ; make no mention of the 
NAME of other gods^ neither let it be heard out of thy 
mioiith. Thoushalt not bow down to their gods nor 
serve them, nor db after their works, but thoiii shalt ut- 
terly overthrow them and quite break down their im- 
ages ; ye shall desjtroy their altars and cut down their 
groves. Neither shalt thou make marriages with them ; 
for they will turn away thy son from followiifig me, 
and the anger df the Lord will be kindled and destroy 
thee suddenly."* ' 

If idolatn' had not been strictly forbidden and under- 
mined, the knowledge and the worship of the true God 
wotdd never "hav^ been established in the earth. In 

».E^od.Jtxiii. 13, 34, &c, Deut. yii. 3, &c. 
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accordance with these injuncti(ms,. the first and fuQd»» 
mental precept of the moral law was given, which had 
a reference not only to the Jews, but ta all the inhal> 
itants of the world, " thou shalt have ne other gods be^ 
fore me ;" and the second, which forbids any visible 
representations of Deity, has this strong and impressive 
sapction; "for I, the Lord thy God, am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upoq the children 
unto the third and fourth generation of them that hat* 
me." ^ For this reason likewise, the nations^ of Canaan 
were devoted to utter destruction. For they not only 
worshipped a multitude of strai^e gods, but offered 
human victims on their altars, aniTsacrificed even their 
sons and daughters to devils, and such practices led to 
adultery, incest, sodomy, bestiality, and other kindred 
crimes, by which these nations were distinguished ; so 
that, by these abominations, they rendered themselves 
unworthy of a place within the precincts of terrestrial 
e]dstence> they were blotted out as a st€un upon the 
creation of Qod ; and their doom was intended as an 
awful warning to the Israelites of the evil and danger 
of turning aside from the true God to idolatry. Hence 
the curses arid deminciations that were threatened 
against the least tendency of the heart to idol- worship. 
** Cursed be the man that maketh any graven or moH: 
en image; an abomination to the Lord, the. work of the 
hands, of. the craftsman, and putteth it in a secret 
jrface." . "Eveiy one of the house of Israel orxrf the 
stranger that sojourneth in Israel, who separate th him- 
self from me, ^nd ^etteth up his idols in his heart, and 
comeUi to a prophet to enquire of him concerning me, 
I the L(Md, will answer him by myself, and I will sfet 
my face against that man, and will make hiiB a sign^ 
and a proverb, and / will cut Mm offfrm/K th^ mid^ of 
nw people, and ye shall know that I am Jehovak"* 
Htence the punishpient of death which was uniformly 
denounced and inflicted upon the idolater. ''If therer 
be found among you man or woman that hath gone a^ 
aeafved plt^ gSls and worshipped them, either tJ>^'Wi 



* Deal, zxyix, 15. £zek zIy. 7, 8. 
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or moon, or any of the host of heaven ; then shalt thou 
bring forth that man or that womah, who have com- 
mittied that wicked things, unto thy gates, and shalt 
stone them with stones till they die."* Such denun- 
ciations, may be Seen rorxning through the whole of the 
prophetical writing^ in reference to Israel ; and almost 
every judgment of God, either threatened or inflicted, 
IB ascnbed to. the abounding of idolatry, and the sins 
connected with it, as its procuring cause. 

These circumstances, therefore, may be considered 
as stamping upon idolatry a higher degree of oppro- 
brium and malignity than upon ^ny other crime ; and 
consequently^ as representing the idolater, as the most 
depraved and degraded of human beings. We are, 
therefore, apt to recoil from such a character, as one 
who labors under'a peculiar mental and moral derailgfe- 
Hient, in virtually denying the first principle of human 
rensoh, and " the God that is above" — ad one whom 
WB would alrtiost shudder to re(^eive into our compa- 
ny, ^nd would think Unworthy to-Bnjoy the commoii 
sympathies of huthan creatures. But, wherein lies th^ 
^at difference between "the'covefous man who is an 
idolater/' and him who falls down to Moloch or Jug- 

femaut, or worships the sun, and moon, and the host of 
eaven ? There Is the same mefital derangement, the 
same malignity of affection, and the same dethrone- 
ment of Gwl from the heart, in the forriier case as in 
the latter, though they-are manifested by different 
modes of operation. Let us consider,, for a little, the 
resemblance between these two modes of idolatry. 

Covetoushess may be considered in two points of 
view, — as consistihg either in the inordinate love of 
money on it» oum account, or in the love of those sensi" 
^ tive gratificdtions which it procures ; and ill both these 

\ respectSj it may be shown to partake directly of the 

ndture of idolatry. In what does the essence of idol- 
atry consist, but in the estrangement of the heart fix)m 
'^nd, and sietting up, in cbmpetition with him, any oth- 
^ <^iect, as the supreme object of our affections and 

♦ D«ut.xTii.3,6. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



WITH THS WORD OF GOD. 103 

the alternate end of all our pursuits ? While the pious 
soul joins in unison with the Psalmist arid says, "whom 
have I in heaven but thee, O Lord, and there is none 

des thee ;'^ the covetous man 
ly hope, and to t^ fine gold, 
I rejoice, because my wealth 
ive gotten me much.** And 
> less irrational aild hateful in 
1, than that of the bKinied pa- 
If before a block of wood or 

s either in worshipping the 
sun, m<E>on, or stars, or in paying 'homage to a statue of 
^d or silver, brass or istone.- Mental idolatry-consists 
m pajring a similar homage to gold and silver, either 
abstractly considered, or to those sensual objects and 
pleasures which they are the means of procuring. The 
idolater bows down before the shrine of a splendid im- 
age ; perhaps one formed of the richest nhaterials, such 
as the golden image set up by Nebuchadnezzar, b the 
plain of Dura, which was ninety feet high, and c6;i- 
tained a thousand Babylonish talents of gold, or about 
four millions of British money. To this splendid iip- 
age, he pays his homage in the midst of assembled 
multitudes, and at the sound of the comet, flute, harp, 
sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, ahd all kinds of music. 
The glittering pomp and splendor of such a scene, fas- 
cinates his affections and overpowers his reason, so ihdt 
he may be led for a moment to imagine that it is a fit 
representation of the unknown 'God. But the cove- 
tous idolater worships an image, or, an imaginary idea, 
still more degrading. He adores, or, in other words. 
he concentrates fiis affections upoii a circular piece /of 
gold which he can carry in his pocket, or a thousand 
such pieces tied up in a bag, or locked in his coffers. 
On such objects his mind incessantly broods, even when 
they are not present to his senses ; arid when he is de- 
prived of them by any accident, he is overwhelnied 
with anguish, and exclaims in despair, " my gods are 
taken aWay, and what have I naore." There can be 
no essential difference between gold dnd silver shaped 
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into statuary, adorned with splendid trappings, anfl s^t 
up for the worship of pagan nations, and the same met- 
als shaped into the form of gumeas, crowns and dollars, 
to which a similar homage is paid by the inhabitants 
of an enlightened land. The forms of the idol, and the 
modes of adoration are somewhat different, but the 
idolatry^ in all its main points and bearings, is substan* 
tiaDy the same* Which of thesse species of idolatry, 
then, is most irrational and debasing? There can qq 
apology whatever be made for idol-worslup, in aoy. 
shape or under any circumstances. But, in the case 
bf the pagan idolater, there maybe certain extenuating 
circumstances. The ignorance and superstition in 
which he has been trained from early life, the opinions 
of his relatives and of society around him, the. strong 
prejudices, and the numerous associations connected 
with the religion Of his country, the importance he has 
been taught to attach to his superstitious rites, and the 
apparent splendor of the idol he adores, and of the cer- 
emonies connected with its worship, might lead us to 
commiserate, while w^ cannot but condemn, the idola- 
trous heathen. We might almpst cease to wonder, 
that a rude savage should mistake the glorious sun in 
the firmament for his Almighty Maker, and the silver 

Sioon and the radiant stars for the ministers of bi^ kin^- 
om. When we consider the splendors they exhibit, 
the light they diffuse, and the general utility of their in- 
fluence on terrestrial objects, we can scarcely.be sur- 
f)rised that fallen reason shoul^ have mistaken thetn 
or their Divine Original.^ Bu^ \^hat sympathy can we 
feel, or what apology can we make for tnose who are 
trained in a civilized and Christian country, who are 
fi:eed from Pagan prejudices, who have the free use of 
their reasoning powers, and who have been instructed 
in the existence and attributes 9f an Almighty and 
Eternal Being ; and yet practice an idolatry, even more 
degrading than that of the JLama of Thibet, or of the 
most untutored sayage ? . " Be astonished, O ye heav- 
ens at this, and be ye horribly afraid ! For my peo- 
ple (saith God) have forsaken the fountain of living wa- 
ters,-^hewn out to themselves broken and empty cis* 
terns, and have gloried in their shame.'' ' 
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The other species of covetousness — ^narnety^ that 
which consists in gratifying the lust of the flesh and the 
pride of fife, while God is banished from the heart, 
partake? no less of the nature of idolatry, than that 
which consists in the love of money, abstractly consid- 
ered. 'He who is incessantly engaged in the t)ursuit of 
money for the purpose of increasing the extent of his 
property, living in luxury and splendor, dashing along 
m his charioti holding intercourse with the higher ranks 
of society, spending his time in fashionable diversions, 
or Ml laying up a fortune for his descendants, to render 
them indepetident, while he has no higher ends or aims, 
is as much an idolater as the votary of Bacchus, or the 
worshipper of Baal. For, if such pursuits be consid- 
ered as the great ends of our existence ; if they occupy 
the greatest share of our thoughts and affections ; if 
our chief happiness is placed on the enjoyments they 
afford ; if every thing els6 is estimated only iti so far as 
it contributes t6 such ends, and "if we trust in the abun- 
dance of our richer, and make not God our confidence,** 
we frustrate the great ends for which we were brought 
into existence, and are guilty of every thing that enters 
into the essence of idolatry. The, first duty of every 
rational creature, is to love God supremely and affec- 
tionately^ to render him the highest homage of 6ur 
hearfs, and to serve him throughout every period of oui* 
existence, in preference to every other object or being. 
In* this manner we testify that he is Divinely Great and' 
Excelleiht, worthy of our highest reverence and regard, 
and that we are under obligations to Him for every 
enjoymeiit we possess. Angels, and the holy inhabit^ 
ant^ of all worlds, are o1)edient to his laws, and make 
his glory the great end of all their actions^ They bow 
in -cordial submission to hisallotments, "they do his 

E leisure and hearken to the voicfe of his word,** and 
e is the' supreme object t>f their affe<Hlon and adora- 
tion. But, when we permit any other object to. occu- 
pv our supreme regard, affection or esteem, we virtu- 
ally dethrone JehoVah' from otir hearts, and banish hin^ 
from his own universe* " If we make gold our hope, 
and fine goW our confyence," if the faVor of the great. 
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tbe hoDOc t^tt. Cometh .from men, the vain pageantry 
of hfe, the richness of our dress, the elegance of our 
furniture, the independence of our fortune, and the 
greatness of the inheritwice we provide for our chil- 
dren, are, the .objects that stand highest in our affec- 
tions; these are the gods at whose shrine we workup, 
and whose attributes we adore. In so doing, we are 
guilty of the grossest fahehood; for we practically 
deny that Jehovah is possessed of those attributes^ wl^cn 
demand the highest tribute of homage and affection 
from his intelligent offspring. We are guilty of injus" 
tiiee; for we violate the rightful claim of the Deity, to 
the obedience of rational agents, and render to crea- 
tures the service and regard which is due to Him: 
alone. We are guilty of the basest ingratUude ; for, 
to his Power and Wisdom werawe our very existenc^^, 
and to hjs boundless Benevolence, all the rich variety 
of comforts we enjoy. In short, by «ueh conduct, we ' 
give evidence that pride, rebellion, selfishness, hatred 
of moral excellence, and all their kindred emotions 
rankle in our breasts, .and sway their sc^eptre over all 
our moral faculties. • 

This sin is not only peculiarly malignant in itself, but 
lies at the foundation of every other species of impiety 
and mckedness. The commencement of moral turpi- 
tude in ally intelligent being, wherever existing, through- 
out creation, is found in the alienaticm of the heart from 
(Jod, i^nd the preference of any other object to the 
EtemalJ^hovah. Hepce.the fall of Luciier, and the 
malignity of his designsr and the dismal effects which 
have followed in the moral order of pnr terrestrial sys- 
tem ;. and hence the anxiety which this arch enemy of 
the morsel universe displayed in wder to tempt the 
Saviour of the world iocovetou^snessy ambition, wAdis- 
trtist in the care of Divine Providence. In proporticMi 
as this spirit prevails will wickedness of every kind 
reign triumphant. Wherever God is acknowledged, 
and loved, and adored, all divine virtues flourish ana 
shed their benign influence. But wherever the a£fec- 
tion^ are alienated from the original source of felici- 
ty, every heavenly virtue decUoes and dies, and i^ 
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pkce is usurped by every speciei^ of itnbral aboouDa- 
Ikm. 

Hence tlie monstrous iniquities and cruelties,, flow- 
ing from their religion, which have distinguished every 
tetion of the heathen world. As they had gods of aH 
descriptions and characters; as almost every being, 
real or imaginary, was included 'in the list of deities ; 
as every d^rce of stiq>idity, folly, impurity, revenge, 
and other species of moral turpitude, was attributed to 
such beings,— so the moral conduct of their Votaries 
corresponded with the character of the idols, at whose 
shrines they pftid their adorations. Hence the unni^t- 
liral cruelties connected with their worship ; the vari- 
ous species of torture enjoined for obtaining remission 
of sins'; the thousands of human victims which hiave 
Ued and are still sacrificed on their altars ; the tnurder 
of female infents as soon as they breathe the vital air ; 
the burning of widows on the bodies of their xleceased 
husbimds; the crushing to death of the worshippers erf 
Jog^maut, and the want of humanity and natural af- 
feoticm whit;a form a striking characteristic of the rites 
of Paganism. Hence the spirit of daring falsehood 
diqdayed in their lying oracles and modes of divina- 
tion, their pretended cures of diseases, their selection 
of human victims, their representations of th(B future 
world, their fallacious predictions, dfeams, and visions^ 
wbioh pervade the whole of their mysteries and sys- 
tems of mythology. Hence the obscene pollutions and 
abominations incorporated with the cereiiionies of idol- ' 
atry, by which both matrons and virgins, with the most 
revolting rites, are consecrated in an idol-temple, to a 
life of impurity and prostitution; and hence the wars 
of revenge and devastation, with all the enormities, 
imm(Nridities,and revolting atrocities, which have folTow- 
ed in their train. 

Now, the idclatry of covetousness 5 a^ having its or- 
igin in the same alienation from Godi and the same 
TOpravity of the affections, is the source of similar evils 
and immoridities, wherever its mfluence extends^ ad 
appears from certain facts and illustrations already stiBir 
tea, and which I shall more particularly elucidate im- 
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der another department of this subject. rWhen Uie 
objects on which the mind js fixed, are low, debased, 
and im{)ui*e ; and when they are connected with pride, 
falsehood, ingratitude, inhumanity and injustice, being 
destitute of higher conceptions and nobler aims, it con- 
forms all its views and affections, to the character of 
such objects, and, therefore, nothing can flow forth in 
the. conduct but what is immoral and impure. God is 
the sun of the humau'^oul, and of every intelligent be- 
i^g. Wherever he displays hi& radiance, there is moral 
day, spiritual life, and holy energy; and, under his 
quickening beams, every divine virtue springs, up with 
vigor and beauty. But, where the fight of this Divine 
' Luminary is excluded, ai^d the eyes of the underst^d- 
ing shut to its glorious excellencies, darkness and deso» 
lation^ensue ; a moral winter chills every faculty, and 
the genuine fruits of righteousness can never appear. 
And hence the world ha^ become little else than .^a sub- 
^fb of Pandemonium, the greater. part of its inhabit- 
ants "b<^ing iSlled.with all unrighteousness, fornication, 
wickedness, maliciousness, envy, deceit, ah4. malignity ;" 
and bearing the qharacter of " backbiters, haters of 
God, proud, boasters, covenanVbre^kers, inventors .of 
evil things, disobedient to parents, without natural af- 
fection^ impjacable, and unmerciful. Who knowing the 
judgnlent of God ; that they who do ^ch things are 
worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleas- 
ure ii? them that do them." 

Again, covetousness bears anothfir resemblance to 
idolatry, in that it i^ essentially connected with Athe- 

' ISM, . ■ ^ "^ , . - . 

Idolatry, strictly speaking, is not atheism ; for it re- 
cognizes the existence of superior beings as the objects 
pf adoration. But, although in theory, there appears 
a shade of difference, it is substsinti^lly the same, as. to 
all its practical results. For, m banishing the idea of 
ikiQtrueCiod from the understanding and the affec- 
tions, it vutually deposes the Divinity from the uni- 
, verse; and all the immoralities imd enormities which 
would flow from atheism* were its, influence umversal, 
result from heathen idolatry, wherever, it aboiuul& 
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The d^mer thing mAy be said of covetousntiss': it is vii^ 
tually, and: t6 all intents and purposesy a species of 
atheism. For, ^ if alheism throws off all confidence in 
God, and trust in his Providence, «o does coVetousness 
in aU its multifarious transactions. - Look dt thQ man 
whose, highest, object it is to make a fbjtune, ^nd to ^ 
his coffers with goM. H^ devotes his time, his affei> 
tions, the powers of his undei*sianding,and his acquired 
knowledge and experience, vrith a steady and^peise- 
vering um to secure this ultimate end. He «its all day 
long in his shop or counting house, poring, ovef*, hm 
ledgers, examining his bills and securities with unre- 
mitting attention; devising plans of profit, selecting 
every meaa that ingenuity can suggest, and seizing on 
every opportunity, however deceitful the means cm- 
ployed, for driving a profitable bargain, and increasing 
his store. No hopes transport him but the prospect of 
gain, and no fears tok^m^nt hkn but the risk of loss, ex* 
cept, perhaps, the chance of acjcidents or the fear of 
death. When <he has placed hfe treasures in proper 
security, whether'in his bags or coffers, in llie bank or 
the stocks, in title deeds or books of. registration, he 
feels himself as independent iipen God, and the move- 
ments of his Pi^bvidence, as if "^a Sdpreme Moral Gov*^ 
emor had no existence. ^Without such securities, h^ 
feels no more<lependence on an I^ivisiWe'Pow^r, than 
the confirmed anjd avowed atheist/ I appeal to every 
one who knows the world,, arid to the consciences of 
multitodes, if there are not thousands pf characters of 
this description in the church, the state, and every de- 
partment pf the comtnercial world. ' And whtat is the 
great difference^ between such dispositions and c6nduct, 
and downright athe^m? Suppose the idea of a Deity 
lb 'be a mere chimera, and the notion of his existence 
forever banished froUa their thoughts, wopJd their eott- 
duct be much altered, or would it be altered in the 
teast? e:xcept perhaps ^^that they would nleem it. linne- 
eessary, in compliance with- custofn^ to attend the et- 
terhal forms of worship. Would they he more grip- 
ing, deceitful or penurious,; more eager tod pensfeve- 
fmgio lay Up tre^isureir on. earUv *a(I to add hoose to» 
10 
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liQMse andfieU U> fieU,^ or trust more confideirtly is 
tbekrriebes, or feel more indepeiKknt of a Supreme 
Beu^, th^ they do at present ? it cannot be suppo- 
aed ; for they raye ahrenuly earned these pr^^nsities 
aad practiced to the Ughest i»k>h, which their ingenui- 
ty am eneigieg' would permit ; and therefore, the ex* 
iciteqce or noo-exidtence c^ the Deity may be consider- 
ed, in relation, to 6uch* characters, as a matter 'crf* mese 
indifference, [^heirwealth stands to them in the (dace 
6f God, on which they, depend,, and fo which they look 
as the fountain of their enjoyoBients, an4 tl^ foundation 
oS aU their future prospects, both for themselves and 
their' descendants. Even although the whole ^010*80 of 
nature were deranged, the earth turned into a dry and 
pardhed desert, " tSe wiiwiows of hea.ven" never open^ 
ed to pour down fruitfolness upon the earth, and, cenr 
sequently, money ceas6 to be.\of. any utility fot procu* 
rmg the means of enjoyment ; still, such are the asso- 
ciations connected with this irrational propensity, that 
tll^ would; cling .to gold and salver, and houses and 
landed property as their darling object, « their high towr 
er androck.of defepce;" 

; The «ame things may be aflirmed in regard to tfaoso 
whoc6vet money fflor the sole purpose of self-gratification 
^d indul^ng in luxury and sensual enjoyments. They' 
dfir&i of the streams, but- forget the. fountain. ,Thfiy 
store up from the rich abundance of nature, whatever 
treasures they can collect for contributing to Jheif splen- 
dor and ^ving a relish to the pleasures-of th^ii* senses ; 
but they fwget the benevolent operationsofHiM "wfco 
fiveth rain from heaven and'fruitfiil seasons, and fill^ 
^ heartS' of men with foJod and gladness." They 
buoy^hem^elves^ ih> with the idea that their aum wealth 
a«d power and influence ha^e procured them these ea- 
iiwments, while they regard not the Hand and Power 
^f that Almighty Being who supjerintends the minutest 

ricies .of ihe material system, and ' who '* givetli to 
life 'and breath- and' all things" They enjoy the 
eiM^forts of splendid matrons, and delightful gardens; 
&ejr relish the. juice of ^e strawberry, the peadi, mi 
tth6 nectariqe, and. regale tbQn^aelves with th^ fruit of 
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tiaie vine ^ but to Him ^ who jpveih th&m all thii^iricb> 
ly to enjoy, and to the intimatioiioi of his vriil', tfaey pay 
no more regard than they do to a braath of wind, or 
to what -IS going <m in the upper regiom of the atme8*> 
phere. Now, what would be the difference, in tlM 
feehngs and practice of audi persons, ialthough it oouM 
be proved to a demonstration tlwt a Supreme and 
Eternal Mind had no existence ? Akhouch the worU 
had sprung^ from a fortuitous concourse or atom^, mi 
were going forward throng intertninablc^changes wi^ 
out im direction and control of ail all-pervading Spirit, 
and although every individual were to consider himself 
as a part of an iiilependent system c^ material exist'- 
ence unconnected with nund or moral error, would 
there be less of true adoration or gratitude Uy an »*" 
visible Creator, or less reliance on a superintendii^ 
Providence, in the case of such, than there is at pre»» 
ent ? Would the hunter after places and peiisiims be' 
more keen m his aspirations after (losts of opulence and 
honor ?' Would the gambler be more eager in pro^^ 
ecuting iiis deiporaliiziilg pursuits ? Would the pride of 
rank and dress- and equipage be carried, to a^ higher 
pitch than it now is ? Would the yotary of faeihiona^ 
Ue dissipation pursqe his giddy course with more rapkl* 
ity and vehement desire ? Tyould there be mxke horse 
racii^, cock-^hting, ft)u|iding, balls, masquerades, and 
other fHvolousand vicious^diversions, or less nvoney be^ 
stovved by those who are absorbed in such entertain- 
ments for the relief of the widow Bad the orphan, for 
the propagation of rel^ion, and for the g»iM*al improve- 
ment of ^^ind? We- have Ho reasob to believe 
that any essential difference.woij^ be percepttUe in 
the general pursuits 6f the worldlings to Whom I aUude. 
iF'or, as it is ^i^^nt, from dieir govemitig dispaskioii, 
aiMl the general train of their conduct, that ^ Gbd is net 
in all their thoughts," that "^they live vdthout God in 
the worM," aind that many of them have«liieady ^rm 
to the utmost e^Ecess of rigt,'^ and Tfcaitiouiiness-^-ao vre 
baye no valid reason to oonciqde, diat any coorfderaUe 
diange would take piaoe, although -^y^ acted om the 
fidt belief, that Ihe visible vraric^ and its aaveralato 
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roentarjr partd sx» all thit we have to do with, and afl 
mil that exists in the universe.' 

In the train of thought knd action of suoh individu-^ 
ds, there is a certain' resfemblance to the atheism^, (if i 
may so express it) of the inferior animals. " The hart 
pahteth after the brooks of water, and quencheis .it» 
thkst at th^ iSowing stream ; the oac browses on the 
fiitass, and lies down and ruminates, till he is satisfied ; 
flie lion roars after his prey ; the goats clamber amonff- 
the rhigh hills and rocks, the wikl deer gambol throu^ 
the lawn aird forests, and* the fowls of heaven wite 
their flight through the air, and rejoice to perch and 
"sing among the branches." 

In such, gratifications and exercises, «very sentient 
being finds its peculiar enjoyment, and lookd no 
higher whe^ its wants are supplied and its senses grati- 
fi^; The worldling, too, finds enjoyment in the exer- 
cise of his physic^tt powers, and in the rich and diver- 
sified bounties df nature ; and the keenness with wluch^ 
he rushes'forWard to participate. of his viands, his deli- 
eious wines and Other sensual pleasures, bears {( certain 
re^piblance to. that of the inferior tribes when they 
ru^h to their peculiar food or beverage an4 satiate theqr 
desires. . But, in both cases, the physical materials of 
the enjoyment,^ or the pleasures arising from the adap« 
tation of the senses to the obj^s of external natui^, 
wn6 all that.they recognise ; while the preat Author of 
their enjoyments is unheeded nand unacknowledged. 
In ^ one case, it is owing to the uxm^ of faculties 
cmable of appreciating the existence and character of 
a Suprerafe Benefactor, in the other, \q^.A^ pervenioo 
of rational powers, adequate for tracing every comfort 
to its original source.. The one, ^m the original 
constitution of its nature, is, so fara^^A know, inca- 
pa,ble of perceiving, or acknowledging God ; the other 
** does not like to retain God in his knowledge." He 
might.raise'iiis thought^ to his Almighty Ben^ctor^ if 
he chose, and acknowledge his bounty ;- but he chooses 
to Ishut his eyes^ to the evidences of his unceasing agen* 
cjr and benefiQencey and t6. harden his heart against 
hulk. ^Thcugti be hasl>een endowed with more knowl- 
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edge ^an the beasts oiT the iield^ and made wiser than 
the fowls of heaven, yet his superior power? have car- 
ried him no nearer to the fountain of happiness, than 
the instinct of the brutes. In^^ short, his atheism is 
nearly as complete as theii-s — with this difference, that 
v^le they fulfil their destination and act Up to the con- 
stitution (H their natures, he degrades the moral and 
intellectual faculties with which he is invested, by reto- 
dering them instrumental for pronioting Sehsuality and 
alienating his heat-t from Gckl. . What a pitiful picture 
doesJ;his representation present of the great majority of 
our species, and of many even -of those who profess 
the religion of Jesus, and who display a fiery zeal in 
defence of the Chriet^an cl;iurjth ! A Jas ! » that man Who 
is made only a little lower ,than the angels, and is allied 
by his intellfefctual nature to the highest orders of crea- 
ted bem^, should thus pervert and prostrate his iioble 
powers, m attempting U> banish the, Creator from his 
Ov^ universe, and to ciepHve him of that gratitude and 
adoration which are due from all his rational offspring I 
Siich, however, is the atheism of covetousneiss ; and 
that" the conclusions we have deducofl are not ground- 
less, appears from the following paifeage of an inspir^ 
writer : "^If I have made gold my hope, dr have said 
to the fine goH * Thou art ray confidence ;' if I rejoi- 
ced because my wealth* was great, and because mine 
hand had cbtten mu6h, — if I beheld the sun when it 
shined, or the moon walking iri brightness*; and my 
heart hath been secretly enticed,* or my mouth hath 
kissed nay hand ; this were an iniquity tabe punished 
by thef Judge ; for I should have^ denied the 6rod that 
isHove."^ 

This subject deserves the serious, consideration of 
every prdfessihg Christian. Many who are members 
of the visible church, and refgularly attend the dispeq- 
sation of its ordinances, because they do not run to the 
same excess in covetousness as others, or as such char- 
acters as we have alluded to above, are apt toiniamne 
that no principles either of idolatry or of atheism mrk 
m their nearts. They hug themselves m the belief that 
they lover God' and man, and desire to deal justly 
10* . 
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towards their neighbors^ while their affections are alien- 
ated from God, and their hearts ^oihg after their covet- 
ousness. " Their riches are their strong city, and ks 
an high wall in their imagination/' and their trust in 
the Most High extends no farther than to the visible 
meang of supply which they think their own means 
i^nd wisdom and industry hiave provided. There is no 
mental propensity, 6t subject, in regard to which men 
are moire apt to aeceive themselves than that under 
consideration. It is the last thing a professed reli^on- 
ist will be apt to suspect, that he is acting on the princi- 
ples either oif atheism or idolatry ; and he would con- 
sider it nothing short of an insult, were even a suspi- 
cion to this eflect insinuated. But, it becomes every 
one,, on this point, ." to Search and try his ways." Let 
me, ask you, O professor of religion, have you never 
come to the house of God, under the profession of 
adoring his perfections and giving thanks at the remem- 
brance of his mercy and goodness, while, during almost 
the whole of the public services, your .thoughts and 
desires have been wahdering abroad amopgypur shops, 
your counting houses,yoiir ledgers, your gains, your los- 
ses, your commercis^j projects, and other objects of cpv- 
etousness, while **tbe God in whose hands your breath 
is, and whose are all your ways, you have not glori- 
fied," .although '*your bands were lifted up in the sanc- 
tuaiy ?" Have you not repeatedly, yea times without 
number, neglected to adore God in your families, and 
" to show^ forth hisloving kindness in the momine,'' from 
your htirry to engage in the bustle of the world, and. in 
the acquisition of gain I Do you seldom or never lift 
up your hearts to God in the mjdst of yoMJC worldly 
business, and implore his direction, and his assistance 
to guard you from worldly mindedness and every 
temptation ? If your conscience bears witness agains,t 
jTOu, that such dispositions are.indulged, and such duties 
neglected, you have too much reason to suepect, <l\at 
your heart is not right with God, and that a principle 
intimately connected witjii idolatry, holds the ascen* 
4ency over your affections. In such a case, it becomes 
every one to exercise a holy jealousy olrer himself, and 
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to examine the secret springa of hi& actions, lest, per- 
adventure, he may be found amonf2^ those who are 
** without God in the world." If he is in doubt or per- 
plexity about this importfuit pointy he will apply to Him 
" who searcheth the hearts and reins of the children of 
men," and will say with the Psalmist, "Search' me, 6 
Gk)d, and know my heart ; try me and know my 
thoughts, and see if there be any wicked way in me," 
and discover it to me, " and lead me in tjie way ever- 
lasting." For if the principles and - affections which 
constitute the essence of idolatry and atheism shall at 
last be found to havp pervaded the, heart, and to have 
been formed into a habit, the doom which awaits the 
idolatec^and the atheist will be pronounced by Him 
who is " ^ discerner of the thoughts and intents of the . 
heart," at that solemn, day when ** he shall come to 
judge the .world in righteousness." 

Having dwelt with some particularity on the above 
topic, I shall tai^e only a cursory view of a few more 
particulars connected with this departiQcnt of the sub- 
ject. . 

2. Covetousness is declared to form an impassable 
barrier to the kifigdom of heaven. 

" Be not deceived," says the apostle, of the 'Gentiles, 
** for neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor thieves, nor 
cdvetous^ nor drunkards, nor revilferg, nor extortioners, 
shall inherit the kingdom of God.".. This is the law 
of the God of heaven — a law which is eternal and im- 
mutable— ra law more steadfast and unalterable than 
that of the Medes and Persians. . The laws of earthly 
sovereigns, may be changed, or their designs frustrated, 
but the moral laws of the Most High are absolutely 
immutable, and ao created being can attempt to violate 
them, and prosper. As s«on may we expect to unhinge 
the fabric of the universe, to toss from their founda- 
tions the everiasting mountains, topull the sun from his 
place in the firmament, ot to quench the stars of heav- 
eq 111 etfiroal soght, as to expect admission into the king' 
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dom of the just, while covelousaess holds the flscen-* 
dency over the h^art. For ^the declaration is express^ 
and is repeated in another epislje, and similar declara- 
tions are interspersed throughout the volume of inspi* 
ration, that ** no covetous man who is an idolater hath 
any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ or of GkxJi** 
Now the laws of God are. not to be considered as the 
dictates of aa arbitrary sovereign, but as founded oh 
the nature of things, and the general constitution of the 
mioral world. Although in some instances, we are un- 
able to perceive the precise reason of certain laws or 
injunctions, contained in Revelation, yet \yef may rest 
assured, that^ in every instance, God has ihe M^hest 
reason for what he declaims, arid for what he doe*;, 
since His wisdom id infinite, and since his eyes compre- 
hend, at one glance, all the objects.and relations which 
exist throughout the universe, ki the present case, 
there are obvious reasons wtjiy the covetous must be 
expluded from the kingdom of heaven. 

For, in the first place, they are unqualified for its 
enjoyments. The pleasures of heaven are pure aAd 
spintual, but the pleasures of the covetous are " earthly, 
sensual, and devilish." The pleasures of heaven flow 
from a principle of universal benevolence, which p^er- 
vades the mmds of all its inhabitants, and without 
which it would be a place, of misery ; but the pleas- 
ures of the covetous, if they, may be so called, are de- 
rived from principles connected with envy, deceit, 
falsehood, injustice, apathy in regard to the wants add 
happiness of others, and with arniost every species of 
mahgnity. It is therefore, impossible that covetous 
diaracters should either contribute to the happiness of 
fellow-associates in the irealms of bliss, or find any en- 
ioyment for themselves in the perpetual exercise of 
nei^venly -virtues. . ' 

In the next place, they are unqualified for engaging in 
its. empk>yments. Heaven being a social state, and 
cbnseauently, a scene of moral action, its inhabit^ts 
«re,of course, perpetually employed in henefx^ent ser- 
vices corresponding to the nature and circumstances of 
thiat ha{^ world. As to the nature of sonie of tlieae 
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services, and the manner in which they^are perforijied^ 
we must necessarily remain ili ignorance in our present 
state. ' Although, in that World,* there are no poor t^ 
be relieved, no sinners to be, reclaimed, nor distressed 
to, be consoled — ^tliere ^re, doubtless, innumerable 
wsya in which benevolence exerts its noblest ener^esb 
in communicating happine^ and augmenting the. joys 
of Surrounding assbci^tes. Angels ate ^ ministering 
spirits " to the saints on earth,^ ajtd have, ip numerous 
instan6es, contributed to their presqi^ration and com^ 
fort; and,, in the celestial state, " just men made per- 
fect,'' may, in a thousand ways incomprehensible to us> 
be ministering spirits to one another. Thpy'may de- 
liver lectures to each otl^er on the works ,and the ways of 
Gk>d— direct the attention of those scenes and objects in 
which the glory of their Almighty Creator is most con- 
fiipicuously displayed — ^relate the history of Divine dis- 
pensations towards them in the present state— seize 
upon every circumstance by which extatic joy may be 
diffused throughout the hearts of e.ach other ; and a? 
knowledge is necessarily progressive, evert in thatworid, 
and in every region of happy existence, the benevolent 
principle may be exercised m various ways in commu- 
nicating and diffusing it amon^ the numerous hosts of 
heavenly intelligences.. But in whatever benevolent 
service's '^ the samts in light " may engage, it is evident 
thaitthie covetous are altogether unqualified for entering 
on such employments. They are uncongenial to the 
train of thought they pursue, and, to their leading dis- 
positions. For either selfishness, apathy, pride, sensual 
gratification, or other malignant propensities constitute 
the prominent features of their character ; and as tbese 
are directly opposed to the. benevolence of heaven,, 
such predommating. principles must r^er them eur 
tirely unfit for mingHng in 'f the general assembly otihe 
first born whose names are written in heaven " or fot 
taking a part in those labors 6f love for which they are ' 
distinguished. . ' , 

Some of the other employments of heaven cop»8t in 
the^jelebration of the divine perfectioms. " iThey woi% 
ship him who Jiveth forever and ever," sayii^gt " ThottafI 



Digitized by 



Google 



tl8 INCOKMSTENCT OF COTETbUSHESS 

worthy,"0 Lord, to receive glory, and honor, and pow- 
er, for thou hast created all thk^ and for thy pleasure 
they are and were created.'' They are likewise eng^* 
ged in contemplating the gkry of the Divine adminis- 
tratioh in the works. of creation and providence, for 
«ach is the snbjeot of their jsong ; " Great and mieirvel- 
lous are thy works, Lord God Almighty, just and true 
are thy ways, thou (King of saints.'' But all such sub- 
lime exercises, bein^ Uncongenial to the ruling passions 
and pursuits of avaricious worldlings, could afford them 
no pleasure ; and, consequently, for the reasons now 
suggested, they n(iust.be absolutely unfitted for partici- 
pating in ^ the inheritance of the saints in light." And, 
if they are found unqualified for the pleasures and w 
jo)rftients of the celestial World, '<«they cannot, * in the 
mature of things,' enter mto the kingdonx of Qcd.'* 
Tl^y will be. banished from that blessed world, not in 
<^onsequence of tiny arbitrary decre6 of the Almi^ty^ 
but in virtue of the con^itution of the intelfigent sys- 
tem, and the fundamental laws of the mc^ral universe. 
And the very circumstance, that they are unqualified 
ifor relishing the exercises add felicities of the heavenly 
worid, will add a peci^ar poignancy to those bitter re- 
flections which *will be felt when they find themselves 
foreyet excluded from the New Jerusalem. 

What should we think of the degi^aded worshippers 
irf* Juggernaut, who prostrate themselves before the 
car of that abominable idol — of the priests of Baal who 
<iut themselves with knives and lancets till the blood 
gushed out upon them, and cried aloud, O Baal; Hear 
us ! of 4he votaries or Moloch who threw their chil- 
dren into the burning arms of their idol, whale drums 
beat and trumpets sounded to drown their cries — of 
the SouthSea islanders who sacrifice human victims to 
their wooden gods, accompanied "with rites the most 
h<MTid and obsciene ; what should we think of such de- 
based and wretched idolaters, with their minds poUuted 
with every moral abomination, bemg admitted into the 
society of 'saints add angels in the upper world? 
Would they be fit companions of the. heavenly inhabit- 
fints, or coukLth^ join vrith inteliigence and fervor m 
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their saUime and hofy emplo^j^mits 7 The sopposin 
tion would be utterly repugnant to every idea we ou^ 
tpform of tbe associa^ons of heavenly, intelligences^ 
or of the arrangements of the Divine government. 
But, we -have already seen, that every covetous man is 
an idolater^ with a mind as grovelling and impure, a« 
that of the votaries of Paganism to whom we have 
alluded, and, consequently, equally unfitted for th&. so- 
ciety of blessed spirits ia the mansions abovev 
, The same, impressive truth was a^nounced by our 
Saviour, when he commanded the young man who en- 
quired the way to eternal life, to sell all that he had 
and give to the poor^ and come, and fello'w him I " Ve^ 
rily I say unto you that a rich man shall hardly enter 
into the kingdom of God." And again ; "I say unto you, 
it is easier for a camel to. go through the eye of a nee- 
dle, than for a rich man to-enter into the kii^oni of 
God." These declarations plainly imply th^ 'following 
things : 1. That a rich man, consideredras suqh, or las 
it i» elsewhere es^pressed, one. who " trusts in his rich- 
es," cabnot be admitted into the kingdom of God ; for 
«ich a tryst partakes of the nature of idolatry, which 
necessarilyexcludeaits^ votaries from the celestial king- 
dogoL. 2. That it is extre^iely digUmU (or a man who 
abounds in -wealth, and has large possessions, not to 
trust in such uncertain riches, and to bring his mind to 
submit to the self-denying requisitions, of the gospel, so 
as to t)e ready to resign his worldly' treasures, wheii 
the laws of the gospel kingdom requke it. The truth 
of this is apparent in th^ comparatively small number 
of rich men who have devoted themselves to the 
cause of evangelical religion, as humble and self-deoj^d 
followers, of the meek and lowly Jesus; There are 
men. jit this moment in the higtier places of society, 
abounding in riches, ten times tnore than sufficient ^or 
all the la^^fut purposes of sensitive enjoyment, Whold 
it would be as difficult to induce to give the tefUh pail 
<^their^ incomes, for the support imd propagation of 
true. religion, as it would be to drain the caverns of the 
ocean, or to hurl the mountains firom their bases and toifefs. 
Ih^n mtQ the depths of the seas, nbtwithstwding their 
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pretended zeal for the external interedts of thef 
dinrch. 

Such^is their pride, and their attachment to the pomp 
and splendors of wealth, that nothing dhort of Divine 
power could detach their he^arls from trusting in their 
uncertain riches, and induce them ''to count all things 
but loss that they may win Christ." Such is^ the pow- 
erful influence of wealth and external grandeur over 
-the human heart, that none but those who have attabed 
a strong and permanent conviction of unseen and eternal 
realities, can look down upon them with becoming in^ 
difference or contempt. And this consideration should 
form a powerful argument to the lower ranks of socie- 
ty,' to encourage them to submit with contentment- to 
the allotments of Providence, for their circunbstaiiceff 
do not expose them to the same temptations as the rich 
to neglect the gospel and those things 'which belong to 
their eternal peace. Were theiiches, after which they' 
are sometimes apt ta aspire, to be granted them, it 
might prove, as it has often done, the greatest curse 
that can befal them, and lay the foundation of* their 
eternal ruin. " For they that vnll be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurt* 
ful lasts which drown men ia destruction and perdir 
tion/' 

3. Covetousness is inconsistent with tlie idea of our 
hsing redeemed by the btood of Christ. 

The apostle Peter declares, ih reference to all Christ- 
ians, th^t ^ they are not redeemed with coriliptibte 
things^ as silver and gold, bot with the preciolis blood, 
of Christ, as of a lamb vrifhout blemish and vnthout 
spot.** 'And he brings forward this consideralion as an 
alignment against worldly lusts, and in support of utii- 
versal holiness, that, " as obedient children, we ought 
no longer to fashion ourselves hccorjdmg to the former 
lusts in our ignorance ; but, as he who hath called us is 
holy, so we ought to be holy in all manner of conver- 
sation," And Paul, in his epistle to the Galatians, cle- 
cjares, tbiU one end of the death of Christ is, '' thai M 



Digitized by 



Google • 



ffujf M ddwer usfnm thui present eeU wdrld,'*/niiA fi^ii4 
«equently, from all iu eovetoud liffe^tions dndKnte, 
TJw^ work of our redemptkm ie one of the -most aston^ 
kUng displays 'of Divine perfection, ahdthe most glo* 
rious manifestation of Bivii^ love tQwards'lb^ sons of 
men. ^ Preparations for its accomplishment weire goii^ 
on in every preceding period (rfthe world; ProphcjtSy 
iu different ages«>were raised up to annotuice'it ; the eerr 
c^onial law wa^ instituted, and thousands of victims . 
were slain oh the Jewish altars to prefigure the suffer** 
logs of Messiah and the glory that should f6llow ; the 
various events of Providence, the rise of, einpii^s, the 
fall of kings, and the revolutions .of nations, vfere all 
directed in such a nxanner as to accomplish the pur- 
poses of the. Almighty^ and to bring about that great 
event — the deatii of Christ— ^n all the cireumstaneen 
in which it actually happened . Celestial messen^rs 
descended from heaven to earth to announce the birth 
of the Saviour to man ^ a series of august and striking 
miracles, such ad had never before been exhibited, gave 
a,tte^tation of the Divine missiion .of the promised 
Me^iafa ; and at length, our. great High Priesit hmn-v 
hiediiimself, and beoiime obedient to- thte death of 
the cross, when the sun was d^kened in his hatHtation, 
the earth, did quake, the rocks rent, the vail of the tem^ 
pie was rent in . twain from the top to the bottom, t\\^ 
graves were opened and many of then* inhabitapis 
arose to life. Our Redeemer, at length burst'the> bonds 
of dqat^, arose to an immortal life, ascended to* heaven 
amidi^ a choir of angeH snid is now set down at the 
E^t hand of the JNlajegty on high. The great end of 
aU th^^e solemn preparations in prophecies, in provi- 
doioes, in sacrifices, type^, And shadows^ and .of the aa^ 
tonishinff events which hav^ accompanied and . foUow- 
ed the death of Christ, was countemet^ siivin all its 
various bearings and aspects — ^to emancipate the soul 
fiiom the thraldom, of liie world and its aflectioito and 
lusts, and " to purify " for the serVie^ of €rod, 'f a peco- 
Uar people zealous of cood worl^.^ 

Inow, it is evident, that^sttoh noble deefigns would ba 
entirelyfrustrated, were aprinciplaofcoyetOMSiiess ta 
11 
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to boW th^;^i8ceiwfencjr oreir the homaq mmd, however 
fiiir a character its ybtaries might exhibit in the s^ght of 
men. H* . we *re not determined to " mortify the flesh 
with it? affections and lasts," and ^e make God the du* 
preme object of our desires and affections; if, oh the 
Cpntraiy, we isu'e deternrined to give loosie reini 
to avaricious A prq)ensities^ to make weakh $nd gran- 
deur, and workily honors and distinctions, the chief ob^ 
jecA ofour pqiwit^theij iihrist "has- died in v^irf^'with 
respect to us, and we have no interest, and ought to 
clahp no iiiteresj in the benefits which he died to prp- 
crnre. It is presumption, in the highest degree, for 
^y man to claim an interest in the blessings of salva^ 
tioA, whose conscience taUs him that this WQiid aqd ttd 
enjoyments are upp^m^st in his affections. Fo^^ can 
we for a moment suppose, that the Most High God 
WofiW form a design which is the admi'ratioii oFangelsii, 
that the most solemn preparations shoujd'be made for 
its acpompbshnient, that all the events connected with 
his moral administrjBition'r^hould he so arranged as to 
have.a special bearing upon it, that the laws of nature 
shpuldibe suspended and oontrolledy and a series of ks^ 
tonishing miracles di^layed-, that the Prjftce* 6f life 
would su^er the agonies of an accursed death^-^that 
He "who thought it no robl^ery to be equal with God^ 
should take qpon him the form of a 'servant; and be- 
come obedient- to the death of the cross ;" tiiat angelie 
messengers should takie so deep art interest in subh 
transaotions, aijid wing tfaeir flight froni heaven to earth 
in embassies eonnected with such events-— can we supr 
pose, < that' s^^Bh^ an astonishing, trail) of events would 
have been arranged and brought into* effect, if a princi- 
ple^ which above all others has a tendency to> estrange 
the affections from .God, were to be permitted to rule 
in the human heart? The. thing is -imposi^iblet and 
tfierefore, the covetous, whatever shew *<rf religion he 
i|iay exhibit, cannot, with anycoQsistpnpy, lay claim to 
any of those eternal blessings wWch the Son of God 
came into the world to. procure;' since those effects 
which his deal^ was^iotended to acci^plish, ^ha^ nev- 
er been pmduced. on his heart . . .: ^- 
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Loyi^ to'G6d is^the foundation aiid the first principle 
of limvetrsat holiness. In feveiy renewed soul it reigns 
triunipKint and saprenie. • Thi^ holy affection includes; 
jn it, I'iverence, admiration, bnmihty, and gratitude, and 
js uniformly accomp^ied with adbrattdn of th^ perfec- 
tions^ of God,' and €tn onKtnited dependence upon him, 
hk reference both to our temporal Comforts and our 
eternal destination. It pervajdfes the hearts of all holy 
bein^ wherever existing tht-oughoiit the amplitiides of 
creation, and inspires "rfieih With pei-ma'nent and raptut 
rous delight. It assimilates us to angels and other pur^ 
ititelligeinces, and prepares us for associating with tneni 
and" bearing a part in theh* labors of universal benevo- 
• lence.' Hence, we find,^ th^t this Sacred ehiotion has 
formed the^distingaishirig characteristic of the saints in* 
every s^e. We find the spirit of the iPsalmist, iahis 
^kfvoiional exercises, continually rising towards God, as 
his hope ahd confidence, and the sourc6 of^ hiaifeRcity : 
** Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there is none 
u]pon eart^ that I desire besides thee. Asihehart 
pfanteth after the 'brooks of wrater, so my soul panteth 
after thee, O God. My hekW and my- flesh shalJ fail, 
biit God is the strength of my heart and ^riy portion 
foi^ver. Hfe is my refuge and my fortress, ray God;' 
in him vrAl \ trust. In God is my salvation and naj^: 
glbry; the rock of my strength, and my refuge is in 
(Jod. \ Who in heaven can be comp^ed yith tfe Lord ; 
who aitiong'th^ son^^' of the migHty can be likened to 
Jehovah* Behold as the eyes, of servants look to th^ 
hands of their masters, so ovir eyes Wait upon the Lord 
oui-God. My Isoul trUstethirilhee; yea in the shad- 
cwv of thy wings Willi make iny refuge until these ca- 
ktmities be overpast. Blessefd is the man who maketh 
-the Lord his ©onficjence, and whose hope is* in the Lord 
hi»God.^' . - 

Throy^iioiiit th^ whbfe Twinge of Divine TeVeFation,'^ 
such sentiments are expr^sB^d arid' such affections diW 
ptEKyed by the people of God. ' But j is it possible to b^ 
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Gpnceived, that either the i^^utily miser or the vaiD 
worldling can enter into the spirit of such sublime sen- 
timents, x>r elevate bis spiil to such holy afieetions, how- 
ever muct\ he mavtat]teHu>t to mimic the external ibnns 
of devotion ? Though be ^uld afieot hupnility by 
bowing down )u9 head like a bulrush, and profess to 
join in adoration^ of the Most High, '* in the place of 
the holy/', yet God is not in all his thoqghts, '^ and his 
bi^ heart is still going after his c6vetousn(^^/' I'hose 
eternal respects wbijch are due to God> apd that hope 
and cOnndence which his people repope in his perfec- 
tionSj are to him altogether unheeded and unknown. 
The worid, with its riches and splendors, is^ the deity 
which he worships^ while the attributes of the true God 
are sekjom present to his niind. While the true Christ- 
ian exclaims with exultation, " Thou art my portion, O % 
Lord, therefore .vrill 1 trust in thqe,?* the worldling 
overlooks the Eternal Source of felicity, and ** trusts ia. 
the abundance of his ri<^es.'' While the Christian 
hopes in God ,for every thing requisite to'hcs happiness, 
bo^ in the life that now is and ia the life to come, the. 
worldli^ makes ^gold his hope, and :says of the fine 
gold, * Thou art my confidence.' "^ .While the Christian^ 
m theviewofevery calamity that may befal him, boldly 
declares/ ** God is my refuse and stren^, my high tow*- 
er and fortress, a present help in the, tune of trouble ;** 
on the other hand^ " the riph man's voeaUh is his strong 
city, and a high wall in his own conceit," Hence, the 
k)ve of richeis, and the lov^ of God, are altogether incoiQ- 
p^tible ; and.henqe the positive declarations andjnjuner 
tions of scripture pn this head; "Love not the worlo, nei- 
ther the, things that are In the world. Jfany man love the 
worldy the Ipv^ of the Father uhotinhim. For all that 
is in the w6r)d, the lust of the iSe^h, the lust of the eyes, 
and the pri4e of life, is not of the Father, but, is of the 
world." ' Such declarations fire plain .and expUpit, and 
ought forever to set at rest tiie question— -Nyhether cov- 
etousaess and jthe lov^ of God jt>e consistent withseach : 
other ?-*r"Whatever form, either of avarice or. ambitu>n,. . 
the cQvetoijLd principle may assume. . And, if covetous- 
ness is inconsistent with love to God, it necessarily ex- 
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ckrdes ^I^se ^wlie are' tinder its mfluencefronl a partF»^ 
cipation of tbe^joys of heaven. For the jnbabitahtd of 
that world have thfeir minds completely pervaded ij^itHi 
this sacred principle, in testimony of whlch^ Mhey ciMf 
their crowns Ibefoi^ the throne, raying, Th6u art wor^ 
thy, O Lordj to receive glory, and honor j and power, 
for thou Mst created aH things, and for thy^pteatura 
they 'are and >Were created." " 3tessmg 'and honor 
tod ^ory and pbwer be^ ihito Him that sittejth upcm 
the^rone, and -to the Lanib foreyer and 'ever."* 

S. The ^vils ,of covetousnes^, and its mconsisteiicy 
with religion appears from the numerous cautiom and 
exhortations, delivered in Scripture on thismbjecU 

Our Savianr frequently^ took occasion to adfifK)iiish 
his diaciple^i and the mukitudes who attended hhri, ^m 
this pcrint : •* Take heed^ s^id he, " tend hewate ofcoeet* 
oasnessf and" he enforces the admonition from this 
ailment. **^ For a man's ftfe coi^sisteth not in the 
ainindanee of the things which he possi^seth ^' that is, 
neither the happiness of our present existence, nor the 
continuance 6( that existence depots upoij the abuh- ^ 
dance of eanJily riches. - For- a moderate portion of 
them vrill suffice for alf the purposes of human enjoy^ 
ment ; and where -great riches are possessed, they usu- 
ally bring alpng Witli tt^fefft encumbrances, snares, ahd 
tetnptations^ wiiich foster vicious lu3ts> and affections, atid 
not linfrequentty lead men into destruction and perdi-/ 
tion. Besides, they fdrm no security agaitist the disea- 
ses and accidents <rf life, from vdiich nothing cto secure 
us but the providential care of our heavenly] Father.- 
They cannot shelter us fronp the stroke of lightning, 
the shock of an (elarthquake^ the ftiiy of a huificane or 
tempest, from pal^y^ coijsumption, sickness, or Ihe hand 
of death. In regard to such Occidents and diseases, 
the pocfr mkrit is as secure as the rich. Our Saviour 
iltastrates this truth by a very striking example : " The 
ground of a certain rich man broii^hi forth plentifaHf ; 
and he rdasoned vrithin Wniself, saying, wt>at jehuH I 
do; fwl have not room to litore iip my crops. Airi 
11* 
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jiesaid, tUfl wflll do; I will pull down mj qM barm^ 
and build k)rger ones, and there Willi bestov^ all np^ 
fhiits and my goods. And I will say to tny soyl, thoa 
haatabuiids^nce.ofgoods laid up for many years^ eal, 
driid(, and be ilfienCy. But God said unto him,, thou 
fool, this jnight thy soul shdl be required of thee ; then 
wfaotte shall those, things be which thou hast provided ?^ 
How often i»ttH» impressite representation realised in 
th^ case pf worldly men who abound in wealth and a^ 
not rich towards God I How many are theve at tht9 
moment as deeply engaged in ambitious schemes of 
heiarding or aggrandizement a^ the fool in this paraUe, 
to whom God wiH, in a few Weeks or 'months, or per- 
haps this very night, declare, by the voice of his Provi^ 
dence, "Thy sbiil is required of thee." The sin of the 
rich fool, denounced in this parable, did pot <^onsi8t «o 
much in his bdng a niggardly miser, or being altogether 
v(Md of charity lo the poor ; for none of these. thingfir 
are charged gainst Jhtm ; but it consisted chidlyin U» 
forgetfulness p( God^ and want, of dependence < npoa 
bim — ^in an irreligious preisumption and confidence in 
himself, imagining that he had a sufficient security is 
his own hands against, the accidents and calamities of 
$ft, and forgetting that the continuance of his existence 
depended upon the will and the power of his Creator* 
This is the natural tendency of riches when not coun^ 
leracted b^ a principJe of religion ; and it is this ten- 
dency which renders riches so dangerouscto their oi?i»- 
ert^ so that a man who has any regard to his eternal 
mferests, ought rather to /ear lest riches rfiouM be forr 
oed upon him, than to make them the object of his pwv . 
writ. 

There afe numerous injunctions of this kind inter- 
ipersed throughout the scriptures ; but instead erf' illus- 
trating them separately, Tm»\\ only select. a few passa- 
ges ^^3ich b^^r upop this subject, recommending them 
to the serious attention of evefy profess^ Christian^ 

The following are some of those passa^s which de- 
nounce the isin of oovetousneffi, the vanity of riches^ 
and the dangers which attend, tfiem.{ "" Beware tbat 
thou foiiget not the Lord thy God ; lesl when thou hant^ 
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etten and art fiill, «k1 hadt bqik geodiy lMHiaei,«Bd thy 
ailirerl^nd thy goldis multiplied-^tbeii thine heart be 
lifted up, and tbou forget the Lord thy God, and 8$y 
in thine heart *' My power and the might of my hand 
ha^e gotten fneth« wealth. But thou shalt remember 
Uie L^rd thv God, for it is he. that ffiveth thee power to 
to get weahh.* The wicked ham swallowed down 
riches, but he shall vomit them up again. Gk»d shall, 
cast them out off his belly. In the fufaiess of his suffi- 
ciency be shall 1i>e in straits ; when he is about to fill 
his belly, C^ shall cast the JTufy of his wrath upon 
hmi wml^ he is eating, Thoi^h he heap up silver as 
ibe dust, and prepare raiment as the clay ; he may pre- 
pare it, but the just shaH put -it on, and the innocent 
shall divide. the sihrer.f Deliver my soul from the 
majss of the world who have their portion in this life, 
£very man waiketh in a vain shqw ; surely they are 
disquieted in vain ; he heapeth up riches and knowetb 
not who shall gather them. They that trust in their 
vrealth and bcmst themsdves in the multitude of theu* 
riches, cannot by any means redeem their brother, €>r 
giy» to God a ransom for him. Be not thou afiraid 
whcfn ene is made rich, and when the ^ory of /his 
houjse is increased ; for when he dieth he shall carry 
nothing away, his glory shall not descend after him to 
the gra[ve.;|: These are the ungodly who prosper in 
Ae woHd and increase in riched. Lo this is the man 
who made not God his confidence, but. trusted in the 
abundance of his richer. Jf riches increase, set not 
your hearts upon them. Riches profit not in the day 
of wrath. Tneir silver and their gold shall not be able 
to deliver them in the day df tl^ wrath of the Lord; 
they shall not satisfy their souls,' neither fill their bow- 
els, because it is the stumblioff-Uoek of their iniquity^ 
Weakh gotten by vanity shdl be diminished. There 
k that'maketh lumself rich and yet hath nothing; 
there is that mi^eth himcpelf poor, and yet hath 
great riches. Setter is a little with the fear of the 

•Deut.vii,ll— 17. tjobxx. l6,32,aDdxxTiil6,17, 

tPtalmxviu,xjpdZyZlu[. ■■ , . . 
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Lord than'^ppeat treaflurertind trouble tberewitk ^ An- 
inheritaDce may be ^ottbn hastily at the beginnings ^Mit^ 
the end thereof shall not be blessed^ Labor not to be 
rich ? cease from thine Qwn wisdom. Wilt thou sel 
thine eyes upon that which is not 1 joft riches cekainly 
make themselves wings and fly away.* There is one 
skfnd, and not another^ yea' he hath neither child nor 
brother; yet there is no end of his labor, neither is. 
his eye satisfied with riches ; neither saith be, for whom 
d9 I labor and bereave my 9ou\ of good'; this is also 
vanity. J5e that Jpveth' silver shAll not be satidSed 
vnth silver, nor he that loyethabundiince with increase^ 
Woe unto them that pin house to house, and lay field 
to field till there be no place, &c. Let hot the wise 
man glory inhis wisdom neither let the mighty nian glo^ 
ry ip his might, let not the rich man glory in his ndi-^ 
es^ He that >^tteth riches and not by right shall leave 
them in the midst of his days, and in the 6nd sh^U be a 

*' Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earthy wh^re 
moth and ru6t doth corrupt and where theives bpeak 
through and steaK No man can serve* tvirp masters; 
ye cannot serve God and Mammonv Take no anxious 
thought' for y^Mir life, what ye shall eat or what ye shall 
drink, nor' yet for your body what ye shall put on. 
Woe, unto you who are rich, for ye have receiredyour 
consolation. Woe unto you that are foil, for ye shall 
(ranger, woe unto you that laugh now, for ye shall 
ni^m and weep. Verily I say unto you that a rich 
mail shall hardly enter into the kingdom of God. 
What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
V!^rld and lose his own soul ? Take heed and beware 
of covetousness. Take heed ta yourselves lest at atiy 
time your hearts be overchalTged with surfeiting and 
drunkenness, and the cares of this life, and so that day 
come .upon you unawares. Labor not for the meat 
that perisheth, but for that meat which endureth to 
everlasting life.*'* ^* Make no provision for the flei^ to 
fulfil the Justs thereof. The time is short ; it remaineth 

* Psalm lii Ixii Ezek. vii. 19. Prov. xi. xiit xr. xx. Ac 
tEccliBi.iv. 3j ▼. 10. Isa. v.8. Jcr.ix. 23; xviu 11. 
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that they who buy, be as though they possessed not, and 
they that Use this world. as not abusing it, for the fashion 
of this world pa$seth away. Let not covetousness 
be once named among you, as becometh saints ; for 
this ye know, that no covetous man, wbo is an idola- 
ter, hath any inheritance in the kingdom c^ Christ and 
of God. Set your affections upon things above, and 
not on things on the earth. Mortify therefore your 
members— inordinate affection^ evil concupeseence, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry. Let your conversation 
be without covetousness, and be content with 3uch 
thing? as ye have/'f " Love not the world, neither tlw? 
things that are in the world ; if any man foye the worid, 
the love of the Pather is not in him. They that Will 
be rich, fall into temptation and a snare, and into many 
foolish and hurtful lusts that drown men in destruction 
and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all 
evil, which while some coveted after, they have erred 
fiona the fsuth, and pierced themselves through with 
many sorrow§a Charge them that are rich in thiia 
world, that they tru$t not in unoertain riches; but in 
the livung;God who giveth us richly all tiiings'to. enjoy. 
Go to,, now, ye that say, To-day or to-moirow, we will 
go. into such a <^ity and continue there a year, and buy 
and sell, and get gain ; whereas ye^ know not what 
shall be on the morrow; for what is your life? It is 
even a vapor that soon pasiseth away. Go to, now, ye 
rich men, weep and bowl for the miseries that shaR 
come upon yoji. Your riches are corrupted, your gold 
and silver is cankered, and the rust of them shall be 
a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it 
were fire. . Behold, the hire of the labours >vhich have 
reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by 
fraud* crieth, ajrid. the cries of them who have reaped, 
have entered into, the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth., 
They are enemies of the qross of Christ, whose end is 

*MatC. vi. 19 J xvi. ?6-j xic^l. Luke 'vL 24^ xii: 15; zxi. 34* 
Jo^Ti. 27. ' > ; / , . 

t Rdm. xiii. 14 ; 1 C6t vii. 30. Bphes.v.3.. ^ Cor. vi, 10. CoJ. 
iii.8. Hfcb, Xiii. 5.' 
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destruction, whose God is^ their belly, t'^hos'e glory is 
in their shame, whb mihd earthly things/* 

Sttch are a few of those Divine admonitions, intei^- 
spersed throughout the scriptures, both of the Old -and 
New Testaments, which' are addressed to us on the 
subject of covetous affections ahd t^orldly grandeur. 
They are the solemn and explicit declarations of Hirh 
who hath all power and authority in heaven aiid on 
earth, and by whom the actions of qien are weighed ; 
and, thei^efore, they ought to sink deep into the heart 
of every professor t)f religion, and be pondered with the 
most "profound seriousness ftnd attention. If they pro- 
duce a suspicion that the covetous principle lurks with- 
in, every one of them Ought to strike the mind, as if it 
were spoken from the heavens in a peal of thunder, 
€ind to alarm the convicted worldling to flee from the 
vvrath to come. For such declarations not only setbe^ 
fore us our duty in the plainest terms, but' pronounce 
the present and everlasting doom of every one who 
ailows his affections to be enthralled with the riches of 
the world, and who passes into the eternal state under 
their malign influence. In such passages of sacried 
writ, the intimations of our duty and our danger in re- 
gard to wealth, are as deaf arid perspicuous as words 
can make them, and set aside every doubt in regard to 
the inconsistency of covetousness and religion. And, 
therefore, every man who- makes A religious profession, 
if he will but take a moment's leisure to examine his 
own heart, and'his train of affections, and to compare 
them with the declarations^of our Lord and of hlshofy 
prophets and apostles, will at once perceive his ' true 
state and character before God. Yet it is amatin^^ 
how easily men flatter j^nd deceive themselves on' this 
point. Nothing, perhaps, is more difficult thai! to make 
an impression upon the minds of those whose affec- 
tions have been long riveted t(l>' earthly objects. In 
many cases, you might as soon expect to cut through 
the Alpine rock^ with e quart of ^vinegar or the stroke 
of a razor, as ^to cut a passage through the adamantiijie 
hearts of the cOvetoiis, by any arguments or denunci-. 

♦ 1 John ii. 15. 1 Tim. vi. 9. James iv. 14; v. 1., Philip, ill 9. 
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atioBS which the rea9on of man, or the word of GkKl 
csm suggest. We have a most striking example re-> 
corded m the Gospel of Luke, of the inefficacy of 
Divine admonition ^nd instruction on this subject^ even 
when delivered by the highest authority. Our Saviour, 
in the presence of a multitude of Pharisees, publicans, 
and sinners, spak^ a parable, intended to convince his 
hearers, of the necessity of making a right/ use of th^ 
worldly enjoyments ; and he enforced his instructions 
by the consideration, that if they should employ their 
wealth in purposes of piety and benevolence, at the 
hour of death, they would receive their reward, in being 
iatroduced "into everlasting habitations/^ He concltt^ 
d§d his discourse with these emphatic words :' ^' No 
man can serve two masters^ for either he wi}l hale 
the one and love the other, or else he will hold to the 
one and despise the other ; ye cannot serve God and 
mammon J* Immediately after which, we are told thatj 
" the Pharisees who were covetous, heard of all these 
things, and they derided him^* Instead of opening 
their minds to receive the admonitions of heavenly 
wisdom, which were so appropriate to their characters, 
the instructions of the divine Saviour rebounded from 
their heart.% as an arrow froin a wall of adamant. In- 
stead of retiring to commune with their own hearts, 
and to reflect Arith seriousness on the admonitions they 
had received, they sneered with contempt at the Great 
Instructor, as if he had been a visionary who did not 
understand the nature of human enjoyments, and who 
despised wealth only because he could not acquire i]t. 
They were as fixed in their avaricious principles and 
resolutions, as a rock in the midst of the tempest, and 
were determined to pursue their courses at all hazards, 
whatever might be the consequence and they are now 
reaping the rewards of their iinrighteoumess. We 
have too much teason to fear that, in the present day, 
there are in the visible church, multitudes of characters 
as hardened in their covetousness as the apcient Phar- 
isees. And, therefore, it becomes every one to exer- 

• See Luke xri. 1—14, compared witk chap. xriL 
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cbe a holy jealousy over his heart in regard to tMs dh* 
oeitfu^ haitJening and isod^ruining propensity. ** For 
many strong men have been wpiuided and cast down'^ 
by it ; many who entered on active Hfe, giving hi^ 
hopes of their Christian attainments, have, through the 
innuence of worrdty; cares, and v^orldly grandeur, 
made shipwreck of faith and c^ a ^ood conscience, dis- 
graced their profession,, ponformei themselves to the 
corttipt maxims and pleasures of the world, and fallen 
into many snares and temptations which drown men in 
destruction and perdition. O that every one would 
pcmder aright these emphatic words of our blessed Sa- 
viour: ** What shall it profit a man if he shall rain 
the whole world and lose his own soul ? oi' what shall 
a man give in exchange for his soul." 
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our THE EVIL8 WHICH FLOW IfROM COV^TOUSlirESS. 

Whilb the rationl^ and pious xJistribution -of wealth^ 
might foe mude the source of innumerable benefits to 
mankind r the inordiiliate " Jove of moE^ey/* we are told 
**isihe root of all emV* . Thei^e is scarcely a moral 
eril connected with the present or past, condition of the 
human race, but ,may oe traced^ in a ^eater or less 
de^e, to this unhallowed affection. It has even ex- 
erted a powerful .influence in producing the greater 
part of those .phyf^cai evils which are felt in every land, 
and aniong every rank of society. Were we, ;there- 
(oTGy to s^ttempt a fidl illustration of this tbpie, it would 
be rec(aisite to take a review of thp state of the human 
race ^i every age, and to write a history of wars and 
devastations, and of the animosities and contentions^ the 
sorrows and suffering9<)f mankind, — so that, instead of 
a few pa^es, many volumes would be requisite for re- 
cording the -revolting detailsf. But, as it is not necessa-*^ 
ry in the present essay to enter into details, I shall adw 
yert in a concise manner,, only to a few prominent par- 
ticulars. 

1. As covetousness naturally leads to dishonesty, so 
the, covetous man is to all intenCs andpurposes^ a thief 
and a robber. 

In the first place, he robs his Maker. This oiigbt apr 
pear a very odd tepredentation, if we hadAot the an- 
12 
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thoiity of God himself to sancti«n it The prophet 
Midachi, in the name, of Jehovah, accuses^ the people 
of Israel with this crime. *'Will a m^ rob God ? Yet 
ye have robbed me ; but ye say, wherein have \Ve rob- 
bed diee ? In tithes and ofierings ; for jq have rob- 
bed me, even this whole nation." The Jews were 
commanded to bring certain animals to the altar of 
burnt offering, to be slain as sacrifices, and a portion of 
" the first fruits of their increase," as a testimony of 
their dependence ppon Ckxi^ and their devotion to his 
service; thaj they might honor the Lord with their sub- 
stance. But, theur' covetou^ness, in niany instimces, 
induced them to withhold the sacred tribute; and, 
when they professed to bring their offspring to his al- 
tar, 'instead of bringing the pure and perfect offerings 
which the law required, they offered poUuted bread 
upon his altar^ and brought the blind, the hune, mad the 
sick for -sacrifice, which they would have thoiight un- 
W(wrthy of bdng.presented to their governor. In con- 
sequence of such conduct, the curse of God was pro- 
nounced on the guilty individuals^, and oh the priesta 
who winked at such robbety and profanation. " Now, 

ye priests, this coramanctment is for. you. If y^ will 
not hear, and if ye wiH not lay it to heart to give glory 
to my name, saith the Lord of Hqsts, I will e^ven send 
a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings ; yea, 

1 have cursed them already, t)ecause ye do not lay 
it to heart. For ye have profaned my name in that ye 
say, the table of the Lord is polluted, and what ye of- 
fer thereon, ccmtemptible. . Ye brought also the torOj 
the lame and the sick ; thus ye brought an offering ; 
shoukl I receiva this at. your hand, saith the Lord? 
But cursed^ be the deceiver who hath in his flock h, 
male, and voweth and sacrificeth to the Lord, a corrupl 
thing; for I am a- Great King, saith the Lord of Hosts, 
and mv name Is dreadful among the heathen.". Such 
were the sacrilegious practices of multitudes of profes-^ 
sed woi*shippers among the Jews, even after they were 
restored from the Babylonish cajitivity; and which 
brought down upon tf^eur heads Divine judggoients,. and 
the severest curse of jthe Most High, 
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Thfe sskine cVimesare still prevalent nflder the Chris- 
tian dispensation, though they assume a different form. 
Both the avaricious miser; and the splendid woHdling^ 
rob God of liis offerings, when they withhold that pois 
tion of their substance which he demands foi* his wor-^ 
ship and service. It is true^ indeed, that the Deity is, 
and ever must be shsolutely'ind^pend&nt of all his crea- 
tures, either in heaven .or on earth. Our giving cin* 
not enrich *ff<m, nor our withholding fanpoyerisn him; 
All the treasures of the universe, wer6 created by him, 
and are subject to his^ sovereign disposal. "Evejy 
beast in the forest is bis, the fowls of the mountains, 
and the cattle on a thousand hilb ; for the w6rld,'';^aith 
Jehovah, "is mine, and the futlnefss thereof.'^ But,, h6 
has given the world We inhabit, as a^^to the children 
of men ; with this reservation, that, while one portion 
of its treasures is exclusively allotted for the enjoyment 
of man himself, and another for the mferior ahimais, a 
third portion is to be applied for the miintakiance of 
the ordinances of religion, for diffusing divine knowl- 
edge throughout the world, and for the purposes of 
nniversal benevolence. And, this reservation, so far 
from beings a burden, or ^n (^pressive tax, is, in reali- 
ty, one of the ipediums through which happiness in 
comniiinicated and enjoyed. When man complies 
with such a requisition, and acts uniformly according 
to its spirit, he secMres to himself the highest honor and 
happiness of which his nature is susceptible. It assim- 
ilates him, in a Certain degree, to angels and the higher 
<M^ers of pure intelligences, who are continually em- 
pteyed in acts of voluntwyber^eficence. It assimilates 
nim to the Divine . Saviour, " who went about dmng 
ffood," and hath left on rec6rd a Dmne fnaxim^ which 
deserves to be emblazoned in l^ttets of gold, and en-^ 
graven on the hearts of aH die inhabitants of the uni- 
verse— --"Jt IS More blessed *t6 give t^Atr to »k- 
CETVE." This is a maxim which is seldom recognized, 
eren by Chrilstikns, in all its praic^tica) bewringls. But, 
were it universally acted upon, it wpuid completely 
change the character of this wcnrld, and t)*anstorm tt^ 
from a scene of sin apd suffering,' into a moral pMH* 
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^08. Bibeaven, idiere this iidl>ie prmcipl^ expiutds 
tnd governs the hearts of altxits inbaoitants, k is one of 
the duef sources. <^ that 'Vfulness of joy/^ and tbose 
'^pleasures which are at Ckxl's right hand for evel*- 

The covetous therefore, in refusing to recognize, and 
to act on this divine principle, botn violate j the ccwn- 
mands of God, rob him of the tithes' and offerings he 
demands, and prevent thcmselv^s^feom enjoying the fe-r 
licity of superior natures. The miser robs God, when 
he either Coptributes nothing to hi^ service, or such a 
pitiful sum, as amounts to little short of ^n insult offer- 
eA to the catuie^of religion. The rich worldling who 
lives in splendor, robs God of bis due, when he ex- 
pends fif);y guineas on ^ splendid but useless piece of 
furniture, aliundred guineas on some trifling amuse- 
ment, of a thousand pounds to gratify a vaiii desire af-. 
ter worldly honor or distinction ; while he either gives 
nothing at all, or contents himself with contributing 
two, five, or ten ^uineas^ for the propagation of know£ 
edge and Christianity- through the worid. • When a 
man who lives in luxury ana elegance, who does- not 
hei^tate to subscribe hundreds or thousands of pounds 
to Conservative clubs or Orange societieB, or who wastes 
similar sun>s in gratifying his, pride or his appetites, 
contributes only such paltry portions, of jiis wealth to 
the most noble Object that can engage the attention of 
the human mind, he virtually pours contempt on such 
an object,- by placing it in the v^ry lowest ranks, and 
thus robs his Maker, from whom he derived his wealth, 
of the tribute which is due f<Mr the promotion of his. 
^ory. ... 

Evety .professing' Christian, likcwii^e, in whalev- 
er station be is placed, when be regards the interests 
of religion. as merely a secondary object, and refuses 
to come cheerfully rorwahi with a fiBrir proportion of 
his substance, according as God has prospered him, for 
pi^jMjcioting the advancement erf the Redeemer's king- 
dom-^tnust^ be considered as, a sacrilegious robber, de* 
privipg the Moat H^h of "the tithes and offerinss he 
demands^ and ^nsequeatly W>j^ts himself to tie in* 
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ffictioji of ii curse, similar to that whidi wat denosflh 
ced upon the cbvetoos Jews in the days of Malachi. 

In the • next place, the covetous mttnroft* thepoer't 
the distressed, the 'widow and the fatherless. He robS 
them of their enjoyments, by withholding that assist- 
ance which is requisite for enabling them to procure 
4he comforts and necessaries of life. The Creator has 
di^layed his boundleiss liberality in the abundant treas- 
ures of the earth and seas, in the ample space afforded 
for the habitations of man; and for the production of 
iRjod and the materials for clothing, and m giving rain 
from heaven and fruitfiil seasons^ that the hearts of 
men may be filled with food and gladness. The earth, 
if properly cultivated, and its productions itnpartially 
distribnted, WQuld be more than sufficient to supply ev- 
ery sensitive comfort to twenty times the present num- 
ber of the population of. our globe.* Even as matters 
now stand, there is far more produced from the riv- 
etB, the ocean, and the dry land, than is sufficient for 
the abundant sustenance erf man, antj every species of 
animated existence, were it distributed by the hand <rf* 
equity arid beneficence. But covetousness interposes 
between the Creator and his creatm-es, and attempts 
to intercept the streams of Divine Goodness, and pre- 
vent them from flowing to every order of his sensitive 
and intellkent offspring* It either hoaixl^ up the treas- 
ures of Nature that few may enjoy them, or wastes 
^m in vanity and extravagance, regardless of the pri- 
vations and sufferings of countless multitudes who are 
pining in affliction and indigence. Instead of acting as 
the Alm&ners of the Creator, iu distributing the boun- 
ties he has put into their hands, the covetou^do every- 
thing in their power to counteract the incessant opera- 
tions of IMvine Beneficence — ^and thu^ rob the poor, the 
distressed and the helpless, of those comforts which his 
icare and providence had provided. They likewise rob 

• Allowing only one fourth of the area of the ^lobe to b^ e«ptfbie of 
coltiyation, and that tweWe acres of land are sufRcient for the maintain- 
ailce of a family, itis easily proved by calculation, that the earth wouM 
iBupport sixteen thousand mUlions of mhid)itants, which is aL)out twen- 
ty times the numbcjt of its present poptdation. 

12* 
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them by an unceaang ooiuve of injustioe woA oppre^ 
ion, defrauding tbem of their riehts, and, in tne Ian* 
ffufi^ of Scripture, ^grinding the faces of the poort 
beating them to pieces, and t^ung tiie spoil of the indi- 
gent into their houses.*^ - 

Again, the avaricious man rolks his 4Him family. .He 
frequently denies them the comforts of Kfe, ancl even 
its necessaries. Though his coffei^ are overflowing 
with wealth, and the means of every sensitive and ra- 
tional enjoyment i^re within bis power, yet his wife and 
children are virtually sunk into the depths of poverty. 
Their food is mean, imd measiired out with a Sparing 
hand. Their clothes are of jthe, coarsest stuff, and 
virear the appearance of the garb of poverty ; their edf 
ucation is stinted or altogether neglected, because it 
would prevent fadm from adding a iew more shillings to 
replenish his bags and coffers. In dK>rt, all their qoxje^ 
forts, instead7of flowing in copious streams proportion- 
ate to his treasures, lU'e measured out to them in the 
smallest quantities/ like the small drops of medicine 
from an apothecary's phiaL ^ , 

He likewise rohs general soci^y of those improve- 
ments and comforts which^heis the means of preveht- 



Tere it not for avarice^ we should have our towns- 
and, cities^ divested of every nuisai 
and spacious, the light of heave 
breeze visiting e^ery dwelling, ( 
molished, our high ways dean an 
ed virith refreshing bowers, asyluE 
poor, seminaries for the instruct 
^es in useful knowledge, and in 
prpvement^ for promoting the b ^ ^ 
statei. . But covetousness interposes a^d raises an al- 
most insurmountable baniier to the acconfiplishmeHt of 
such designs ; and, when they are partially effected, in 
particular xBases, it steps in and says, '^hitherto shalt 
ihou come, but no frulher, and here shall al] improve- 
ments be stayed." 



* Isaiah ill 14, \b. 
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In shorty he. rqtMi every plbSaiitkmpIc, society of it« 
4reaisui^8, by^hholding tno^e gifts which Gkxl has 
put in his power to bestow ; and he robs himself y by de- 
priving himself of contentment and serenity of mind, 
•and of those' external comforts which God has liber*!-; 
ly provided fpV all his creatureSi^ ^ Although he waatr 
eth nothing for his soul of all that he destretb, yet h^ 
deprives hiitiself of the power to eat tlierebi[." Such 
are. the robberies committed by every one, Jn whosa 
Ibeart covetou^ness sits enthroned. 

If this .species of robbery were viewed, by Christian 
and civil society, in its prop^ ligl^t, as delineated in the 
word of God) the covetous extortioner, and the g^y 
workUing would be as much shunned and Immd from 
society, as the sharp^r^ the ithief, or }he midnight dep- 
redator. 

9. Govetoiisness tmiformly lectds to falsehood arid in' 
justice. 

The heart being set upon the acquisition of wealth 
as its highest- object, the worldling seizes, upon every 
^ be acquired. Among these 
lisre^presentation are particularr 
he is buying an article, be en- 
td properties and its value ; mid 
F a similar commodity, he over- 
Ut^mpts to procure a price for 
, If there, is a prospect of {he 
rising, he denies th^tit is in his 
Eis a deteriorated article which 
, he will varnish it over with a. 
he unwary, ^f he.is tying upa 
bundle of quills, he will place four^or five in the cen- 
tre, not half the value of the riest, and tlius, h^ sends 
forth hundreds of liars, with a fair outside, to proclaim 
as mauiy jEalsehoods to the world. If he have money 
in the stockSy he will sometimes epdeavorto propagate 
false intelligence to produce their ri$e o^ fall, accord- 
ing. fui he finds it his interest to sell out or to purchase, 
ile misrepresents the state of the markets, and the 
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ebmmoditieg of his ne^hbors, in ofder to erfuiace his 
own. IVhen he covpts his neighbor's property, he 
takes the advantage of either poverty or ignorance, 
apd'resorts to falsehood and ivery deceitful fuean, in 
order to obtain it at half its value ; and when^k comes • 
into his possession, its defects are inamediately trans- 
formed into valui^ble properties, -and at is rated at * 
Erice far superior to its intrinsic worth. In this^way, 
is whole life becomes a course of systematic false- 
hood; and, if he can* at?eompHsh his des^ns by sucb 
means, without directly violating the civil la\f s of his 
country, he regards himself as a man of uprightness 
and honesty^ — although the principle oi truth, whicbis 
the basid of .the moral universe, is violated in almost 
every transaction. And, as he is. a Ijar atid deceiver, 
so he is^ almost as a matter of course, guilty of injus- 
tice and oppression. For, instead of relieving the poor 
and unfortunate, when cJalamiti^s befal them, he gree^ 
dily seizes upon siigh occurrences, in order to acqui^re 
the remains of their property at an under value. He 
drives from their long accustomed dwellings^ the indus^ 
trious cottager, and^rtiechanic, whose anqe^toi^ had for 
generations occupied the same habitation or plot of 
ground, in order that he may hav^ a chance of adding 
three or four pounds more to his already overflowing 
treasures. The bargains he drives, are all hard, and 
the poor who are indebted to him for loan? of money, 
are sure to be fleeced of a double rate of interest. He 
is generally a usurer yfho lends to the necessitous, at 
tXk exorbitant r^te, and when payments have, been de- 
layed beyond th6ir proper period, he seize? upon then: 
properties, like a furious wolf, and frequently obtains 
them at a small fvacticm of their value. All such acts 
t>f oppresision, which are direct violations of natural jus- 
tice, heiian commit^ arid 'does commit in the openrface 
of day, and hugs himself in the idea that he can do so 
Without directfy violating the statute la,w oS lus 
country. ' 

Dr. Reed, in hw late *^ Nttrrative of a visit to the 
American Churches," presents a dketch of a femi^ 
character he met with in oi&e of his journeys, that bears 
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a cert^n resemblance ^6 what we have now descirib- 
ed; "Crowded and almost suffocated [in our vehi- 
cle,} We had an old Isniy who did not fail to amuse us; 
She sat opposite a\e, and would force a conversation ;r 
and as her ycyce was sharp and shrill, what was meant 
for me, went to all. SAs for religion, she thought one 
as good as another^ if we did our duty ; and her notion 
of duty was to ipind our own busipess. , For her pairt, 
she had always done so ; she ridiculed those who had 
erapky^d others to do it ft)r them j^she <^ou]d always 
do hers best for herself; she could make .^teen per 
cent, of mo(ney— had small sums out now at fifteen per 
cent/ She felt that this was. not approved. * Oh ! she 
was not hard with the p)oor creatures ; if they were 
pressed, she waited, and lent them a little n^pre, so that 
they CQuId pay at l^st. She had alsvyays been unmar*^ 
ried, not for want'cf offers, but she liked her indepen- 
dency, and would resent the offers of any man who 
would waUit to get her property.' I ren^arked, that she 
hiid done well not to marry 5 as a person, like herself, 
who could do every thing so well, could have no need 
of a husband. * Right, right, 3ir/ «he cried, ]aughfi^« 
Then getting thoughtful, she continued : ^ But I l^ve a 
great deal of care, and I often" think, I should lik^ to 
retire and be quiet; and then^ I feel, as if IcouW not 
be quiet, and then I should have no friend. I should 
want a friend, if I retired, else I- could afford it, you 
know.' ' Oh, I had no doubt \ of her having a hand- 
some property.' * Oh, no. Sir, your joke is v^ry pret- 
ty, but I did not mean to say I was rich. I have some- 
where or other about 7000 dollars ; but I guess that you 
have more money than aH of us put together.' And thus 
ahe continued throughout the journey, never embarras- 
sed, always prepared ^o m^et you in reply^ and always 
satisfied with h^r own shrewdness^ She was really a 
character,-^person, features^ dress and all, but a most 
iMtiabj|e one. A great usur^ona ^mall *cafcf the 
love of money bad become in her the root of all evil,; 
it made her indifferent to a future world, and de- 
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stroyed alt that wasr- feminine, tender, «nd befaevo-' 
.fent.';* . 

This is truly a graphic picture of an old fen^ale mi^* 
ser, whose heart appears to have been long wedded t6 
the Maminon of unrighteousness. E(er moral sense ap- 
pears to have been completely bhmted by her love of 
money; for she appears to have had no hnpressioh of 
the injustice of taking fifteen per cent, from "poor crea- 
tures." ' Yet, it is evident, from her declaring that " she 
had a great deal of care," and from h6r wish and hes- 
itation about retiring from the w6rld, that she was an 
unhappy mortal, as all such ch^aracters must necessari- 
ly be. As the Doctor would doubtless intersperse in 
his conversation, some rational and scriptural argu- 
ments against covetousness, it is rather a defect in his 
narrative, that he does not state, what impressions they 
made, or how they were' received ; for the lady, he in- 
forms us, "was always prepared to meet you in reply.- 
Alas ! that so many such characters should be found kl 
a Christian land, who thinks like this wretched female,' 
that they haVe done their duty, '* wheh th^y mind their 
own avaticious business !" 

'. i ' , * • 

3. Covetogsness destroys natural feeling and tender-, 
ness of conscience. ' , 

There ^te few vicious* dispositions that have a great- 
er tendency to harde^n the natural fefelihgs of the hu- 
man heart, and to produce a complete apathy in regard 
to the wants and sufferings of others, than the inordi- 
nate love of money. Tiie tale of wqfe, the houseless 
wan,derer shivering in rags amidst the blasts of winter, 
the Grants and distresses of Ihe surrouridinior boor, and 
the claims^ of indigent friends and rela e no 

iihpression on that heart which is enc by' a 

wall of adamant, with the immoderat( gain.' 

On such a heart, the tears of the linfoi ra of 

the widow and orpban; will dix)p in vaii s are 



' • Narrative of a visit, &c. by Drs. Reed and M i. pp. 

103,101 ^^ 
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^>l]||4lto apecti^cleg (>f. mis^, its hands elr6 shut, Imd 
Its ears deaf to the calls of poverty and < the cries of 
distress. Such unhappy petitioners, instead of meeting 
withr pity or refiel^ are driven /rom the door of avarice, 
with growls and insi||t9, and the haughtiness of a ty- 
rant. Even domestic affliction, and the .death of p^« 
rents, wives or children, will scarcely affect the heik^, 
that is rendered callous l)y covetousoess. Of this w^ 
have a striking example, in the case of Ed wJird Nokes^ 
some of the particulars. of whpse avaricious conduct 
were formerly stated.* I« his younger days, he used^ 
at the death of any of his children, to have a deal box 
made to put them in ; and, withoat undergoing the sol- 
emn requisites .of aC reguliar funeral, he woi^d take them 
upon iiis shoulder to th^ place appropriated^ for theip 
reception, a§ if he .had beei> cairying a common bur- 
den or a young pig to. the market, and with similar 
apathy and ui^c^cern. When orice deposited in the 
grave, he appeared tp give, himself no further thought 
ahout the matter, apd seemingly poineided with the old 
maxjm^ "out of sight, out (if rtiind,'' and appeared os 
unconcerned, as if nothing haci happened. A similar 
w^nt of feeling seem^ to. have characlerided the^old 
American, lady, who^e features are delineated above. 
To be "^without natural afltefetioq/'. is a. disposition 
which, in the word of God j. is ranked >vith that of " a 
reprobate mind, inalicjousnes^, envy, murder> and oth-^ 
er abominable crimes;^; and is a plain proof of the ma- 
lignity o( the avaricious principle from which it flows. 
And, as natural feeling is destroyed, so the conscience 
is benutnbedby the covetous principle, and even " seai:- 
ed as with a hot iron." Its remonstrances are grad- 
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it itoinsensibHity,. that Miiie argun^ents and motives 
on tfae? nece^^y of faith, repentance; and ainendtnent 
of lUe/ become as iniefTectual. for awakening coasidei^- 
tidn, ^ if they were /addressed to the beasts qf ^ 
forest, or the stones ot the field.- No situation in which 
a n^an can b6 placed is ^)o^e dismalaild dlam^ing, 
than such a slate ; and since it is the natursd j*esult of 
inYeterate oovetotisness, it should make every one trem- 
ble lest he. should^ be left Jto fal^into those hurtful ksts 
which drowft men in destruction and perdition.', -i . 

4, Covetbtisnesfe leads to the indulgence pf murder-' 
puswishes, and eyeh. to murder itseliT ■. ^ 

' Asth^ liveij of certain individuals frequently stand 
in the way of , the gratification of tbe qoyetoiis apt)e- 
tite, the arvaricioiis v«K)rldliiig,naturally\wishes that they 
may be removed as speedily as pdssible from the world 5 
and when a relative dies at whose decease ' an jnll^eri- 
tance is expeicted, he can scarcely.r^frain from expres- 
sing his satisfaction arid, .joy. -Hence the Anxiety with 
wljibh such persons look forward to th^ death bf any 
one from whom a legacy or an inheritance is to be de- 
rived \ and hence, the. veiy common expressions of such^ 
in reference to an uiicle, an aurit, or eventa'a parent—- 
" Th0 old fellow has surely lived long enough. When will 
he get out of the way ?" ** I wish that o]i dame who 
gives away so much money for relision, w^re safely 
la;ndedin heaven. ^ Jf she continues here mtich longer, 
I shall have a sorry chance of enjoying^'her posses- 
sions." But cbvetOusnesS doiBsn'ot always content itself 
'^tb such unhallowed ; and diabolical im^kesi Strong 
desires and-slrdent wishes generally lead to correspond- 
ing acticms. In the presence of the Omniscient, and 
in defiance of his positive laws and his Almighty pow- 
er-^it not unfrequently takes into its hands the pow^ 
of life and death; sbd, by an ilisidious murder, rids 
k^lf of those who were considered as obstacles to its 

Salification. The poisoned cup Js administered, Gt 
6 sword and blunder-buss prepared, or the assassin 
hired to poignard, or to sufibcate the unsuspecting vie- 
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tini) that avarice may glut itself with the wages of tin* 
righteousness and the spoils o[ violence. Cases of 
this kind are so numerous that many volumes would 
not be sufficient to record them. Perhaps it would not 
be going beyond the bounds of fact to affirm, that one- 
half of the murders committed in the world have had 
their origin in this abominable afiection. Almost every 
diuly newspaper that comes into our hands contains 
some revolting details of this description. It is seldom 
that a week passes in the Police offices and other crim- 
inal courts in London, in which cases of violeilce or of 
murders arising from this cause, are not exhilnted to 
public view. And when we consider the secrecy and 
dc^xterity with which such atrocious acts are generally 
conducted^ We may easily conceive how many such 
deeds may be perpetrated unknown to any human be- 
ing, except the perpetrator, and to which the eye of 
Omniscience alone is a witness. 

Among all ranks of society such atrocities have been 
committed. Not only the tower but the very highest 
order of men have been implicated in the commission 
of such enormities. Even princes and nobles connect- 
ed with the British throne, under the influence of ava- 
rice and ambition, have committed crimes of this des- 
cription, at which humanity shudders. Richard III, of 
England, when duke of Gloucester, and protector of 
England, after the death of his brother, Edward V., 
prepared his way to the throne, by causing the Eart of 
Rivers and other noblemen, who had the diarge of the 
legitimate heirs, to be beheaded, without any trial or 
form of process, and on the very day in which these 
men were murdered at Pomfret, he treacherously 
caused a number of armed men to rush in at a given 
siffialj and seize Lord Hastings, when he was attending 
a council at the tower — ^whom they instantly beheaded 
on a timber-log which lay in the court. And, when 
he had, by such atrocities and the basest treacheries 
seated himself on the throne, to secure its stability, as 
he imagbed, he hire4 a principal assassin and three 
associates, to murder the two young princes, his neph- 
ews, whom his brother had committed to his protection. 
13 
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They came in the itwht time to the chamber where the 
youDff princes were kxlge^. They fouhd them in bed^ 
and nillen into a profound sleep. After suffocating 
them with a bolster and pillows, they showed their na-* 
ked bodies to the principal assassin, who ordered them 
to be buried at the foot of the stairs, deep in the ground, 
under a heap of stones. But this atrocious monster, 
notwithstan(Ung the splendors of his court, appeared 
never afterwaras to enjoy repose. His eyes were al- 
ways whirling about on this side and on that ; he was 
always laying his hand upon tus^ dagger, looking as furi- 
ously as if he were ready to strike* By day he had 
no quiet, and by night he had no rest ; but, molested 
with terrifying dreams, wouk) start from his bed and 
run about the chamber like one distracted. He enjoyed 
the fruits of his wickedness only two short years, and was 
killed at the' battle of Bosworth, where his body was 
found in the field covered with dead enemies and all be- 
smeared with blood. It was thrown carelessly across a 
horse, and carried to Leicester, amidst the shouts of in.- 
saltbg spectators. How many such murders may have 
been committed, under the influence of covQtousness, 
by ambitious statesmen,^ by kings and conquerors, by 
guardians and wardens, and eveh by the nearest rela- 
tives, God only knows ; but history, both ancient and 
modem, is full of such revolting details; and such 
detiedls relate only to such as were detected and expos- 
ed to public view. When we peHpusty consider this 
dreadful tendencw^ of the covetous and ambitious prin- 
ciple, 4t should form a powerful motive to every one, 
and particularly to every professing Christian, for coun- 
teracting the first risings of such depraved affections. 
For, if they be harbored and cherished for any length 
of time, they may lead to atrocities from wWch the 
mind would haVe previously shrunk back with horror. 
As a few small sparks will sometimes produce an appal- 
ling conflagration, so a few covetous affections, nursed 
and foster^ in the heart, may lead to the most appal- 
Ki^ niurders, and to the destruction of soul and body, 
bofli in regard to ourselves, and to the^ victims of our 
unhallowea prq>enskks. 
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6. Covfetousness has, in numerous instances, pervert* 
ed the administration of the law, and frustraJted the ends 
of public justice. ' ' 

; Courts of Judicature were instituted for the purpose 
of dispensing justice between inan and man» for pun- 
ishing the gunty and protecting the innocent ; and there^ 
fore, th<:M3e who ar^ appointed to preside in such cases, 
owht, in an especial manner, to be fnen of uprightness 
mnd impartialitii^ md inflexible in their adherence to 
the side of truth and justice* Hence, the propriety of 
the advice of Jethro to Moses, that, in appomting judges 
for Israel, he should make choice^ of '^ able men whp 
fear Grod 9XiA hate covetimsness.^ Withoutthe fear of 
God before his eyes, a judge will be liable to be biased 
in his d^ision by i^elfish and worldly motives, and the 
influence <^ pronfered bribes. And, how often does, it 
happen that ^oUt, <x something equivalent to it, turns 
the scales of justice, and makes them preponderate on 
thcJ side of iniquity and oppression ? — ^when the cause 
of die rich is preferred, and the poor deprived of their 
righti^ — the innocent condenined, and the guilty acc](uit- 
ted--^**the persons of the wicked accepted, and the 
cause of the widow add the fadierless turned aside V* 
By such unrighteous decrees in courts of Judicature, the 
most distressmg and melancholy effects have freauently 
been produced. Families have been robbed of every 
earthly comfort, and plunged into the depths of poverty 
and despair. The stranger and the destitute, the wid- 
ow and the orphan, have been oppressed and f<»rsaken> 
and denied the common r^hts of justice and humanity. 
The wicked have been left to triumph in their wickfed- 
nesB^ while the righteous have^en condemned to im- 
prisonment, tpexite4 or todeath. Men of mtegrity and 
C'ety "of -whom the world was toot. worthy" have 
^n doomed todungeons, to racks, to tortures of every 
kind, and to be consumed in the flames, while their ac- 
cusers and judges have been permitted to rk>t and fat- 
ten on the spdls of iniquity, fience the frequent and 
pointed declarations of scnpture in reference to judges. 
"They shall judge the people with just judgment,'* 
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^ Thou shalt not respe<^ persons, neither take a gift ; 
for a gift doth blind the eyes of the wise, and pervert 
the words of the righteous/* ** Thou shalt not respect 
the person of the poor, nor honor the person of the 
niigbty, but in righteousness shalt thou judge thy neigh- 
bor." And hence,' the tbreatenings denounced against 
the rulers of Israel by th^ prophet Isaiah : ^ How is the 
faithful city become an harlot ! ri^hteousqiess lodged in 
it, but now murderers. Thy prmces are companions 
of theives ; every one loveth gifts, and foUoweth after 
rewards ; they judse not the fatheVless, neitb^ doth the 
cause of the widow come unto theQ). Therefore 
saith the Lord, the Mighty One of Israel, — Ah I I will 
eas^ me of mine, adversaries and avenge oie of mine 
enemies.*'* 

History, both civil and sacred, is full of examples of 
this description. We have a striking instance recorded 
in the iiritt book of Kings, in relation 4oAhab, and the 
vineyard of Naboth. The king desired to have the 
vineyard to add tp the^ gardens belonging to his palace. 
But Naboth,, was prohibited, by the law of Moses, from 
alienating from his family and posterity, the i9heritance 
of his ancestors. » Jezebel, the queen, was determined 
however, to ^ffeetuate . her purpose, and she found 
teady instruments among the judges of due land/ to 
carry into execution her diaboUcal schema. With the 
basest^ effrontery and hypocrisy, she wrote letters Jn 
Ahab's name to the nobles ^d the elders of the cit^ in 
which Naboth dwelt, and hired two "men of Behal ** 
to witness against him that he had '^ blasphemed Grod 
and the king." It is truly lamentable, that, in every 
age, in all such eases, princes have never wanted in- 
struments to accomplish their most atrocious de^si^, 
when they made ai\ appeal ta the principle of ambitioD 
and avarice, ^n this case, it wouki apf^ar; there was 
not one of all the judges of this city that abhorred such 
a piece of villanyj or was proof against the flatteries 
and bribes of the wicked Jezebel. For, in obedience 
to her order, and without the least remonstrance, "they 

, - -'-* ■ — 

* Deut. xn. 18, 19* Exod.xxiii.^,9. 
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ctanned a fest," they set the virtuous Naboth " oh 
r among the people," cohd^pnned him on the 
Jse witness of two atrocious characters, and "-carried 
him forth out of the city and stoned him with stones 
that he died."* And, in order to display theirsycophan- 
cy to this atrocious woman, and to gratify her pride apd 
revenge-^and to show that they deserved herfavor for 
the deed they had committed, they hnmediatdy sent 
information to Jezebel,' saying, /* Naboth is storted, and 
i* dead." This is but one iiistanc^, out of many thbu** 
sands of similar crimes which have been committed 
uikder the show of justice,'through the influence of sel- 
fishness and avarice. The records df , the Inquisition, 
of the conclaves of popes and ordinals, of th6 star 
chamber, of the Jiigh commission court, and ev^n of 
many btber courts deemed more just and honorable^ 
by whose decrees, men innocent of any crime, have 
been fihed and imprisoned, robbed of their earthly pos^ 
ifessions,, tortured'with rafeks and ihumb screws, and 
doomed to iffnominotis d^ths, would afford ten thou- 
sands of striking examples of unrighteous decisions, 
proceeding from a principle of ambition and covetous- 
ness, sufiici^it to make "the* ears of every one that 
h^ars them to tingle." ' 

It is related of that pious and upright judge, Siir 
Majthe^ Hale^ that^ when a gentleman who had a 
cause to be tried at the assizes, sent him a buck for>his 
t^ble ; as soon as his name was m'entloned, he asked 
him, " if he was not the same person who sent him 
venison," and frading he was the same, he toH him "Jie 
could not suffer the trial to go on, till he had paid Him 
for his buck." To which the gentleman answ'ered, 
"that he had never sold his venison, and that Ac had 
done noAing to him that he did not do to evert/ judge that 
had gone Suit tircuitJ'^ But this excellent judge had 
l<iamed firom Solomon that " a gift perverteth the ways 
of judgment," and therefore he would not suffer the 
trial to ^o on till he had paid for the present: upon 
which the gentleman withdrew the recor^. 
• On another occasion, at Salisbury, the dean and 
chapter, havings according to the cifstom, presented him 
13*' 
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with six sugar loaves, on hn Qircuit^ he made his ser- 
vants pay for the 8P«r before he would try their cause. 
These anecdotes, while thejr illustrate the uprightness 
tad impartiality of this eminent persmi, also proTei^ 
that it was customary {or those wno had causes to be 
triedyto give presents to the Judges of assize; and 
that, in all propabilityy they frequently acte4 tinder- the 
influence of such bribes* r 

Another story is told of .Judge Hale, in reference 
to a case, betweeii two brothers, the. yout^er of whom 
bad endeavored to deprive his elder brother of an^es- 
tate of £50t> a year, by suborning \ntnes8es to declare 
that he, died in a forei^ land. Under the guise of a 
miller^ he was chosen one of th|e jury on this cause ; 
and as soon as the clerk of the court bad sworn in'the 
juiy^men, a little dextrous fellow caipe intotheir apart- 
ment and. slipped ten golden Caroluses 111^9 the hands 
of eleven of the jury, apd gave the miller five, while 
the judge, at the. same time was known to be bribed 
with a great sum. The judge summed up the evklenc^ 
in favor of the younger brother, and, the jury were 
about to give their assent, wlien the supposed miller 
stood up tmd addressed the court with such energetic 
and manly eloquence, as astonished the juc^ and all 
present— unravelled the sophistry to the very bottom, 
proved the fact of bribery, evinced the eld^r brother's 
title to the estate, from the contradictory evidences of 
the witnesses, and gained a complete victory ia favor 
of truth and justice. . 

Tbe ^ell-known Judge Jeffrevs, who Was as avari- 
cious as he was unjust and cruel, reduced n^any inno^ 
cent victims to beggary, by his rapacious exactions. A 

Kntleman of Devonshire, of the. name 'of Pnideaux, 
ving been thrown into prison, and dreacKng the severe 
and arbitrary spirit, which at that time, met with no 
control, was obliged to buy his liberty of Jeffreys, at 
the price of fifteen ibjousand- pounds, thoiigh he could 
iwver so much as learn the cnmeof wMch he was ac- 
cused. 

And, as judges have perverted judgment, so advo- 
cates and pleaders in cpurts of justice, under the influ-^ 
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ence of avarice,;haye endeavored to **tVBrB aade the 
cause of the needy in judgment.'^ ^ How often hav^ 
such persons, by means of sophistry, misrepresenta- 
tion, and false eloquence, supported a bad cause, and 
robbed the fatderleSs and the widow of their just ri^ti 
and their dearest enjoyments — ^while the very moment 
they were doing so,, they were conscio^s of the injustice 
of their prpcedure ! thus subjecting themselves to that 
terrible denunciation, '* Wo unto them that call evil 
good, and good evil, that put darkness for Kght, and 
%ht for darkness, that justify the wicked for reward^ 
and take away the righteousness of the righteous from 
him." Nothing is more common, among such persons 
than to undertake a cause, of any description, howev^ 
untenable, provided, they are paid for defen^ng it. In 
opposition to such conduct, which is directly opp6sed 
both to reason and the word of God, it is said of Sir 
M. Hale, that " if he saw a cause was unjust, he wou)d 
not meddle farther in it ; but to give his advice that it 
was so; if the parties after that were to go on, they 
were to seek another coun^dlw, for he would assist 
none in acts of injustice.'' " In his pleadings^ he abhor- 
red those too ^common faults of mis-reciting evidence ; 
quoting precedents or books falsely, or asserting things 
confidently, by which, ignorant juries or weak judges 
are wrought upon and deceived." Would to Gcfd, mat 
all our p^aders were animated by such upright and 
honorable principles. 

6. C(fyetoumess Jias transformed many of the minis* 
ters of religion into courtly sycophants, and hunters after 
places of honor and worldiy gain. > ,. 

The apostle Peter solemnly enjoins Christian pas- 
tors to " feed the flock of God, taking the oversight 
thereof, not by Constraint, but willingly, not for filthy 
lucre, but of sa ready mind." Neither to act as ** lord^ 
over God's heritage, but to be ensamples to the flock." 
But, hew often do we find that professed ministers of 
the gospel appear to have-a greater respect to the pecu- 
niary rewards of theur ofllce than to accomplisn the 
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great ends for which it was appointed, : Otherwise, 
how should it ever happen, thajt men would have the 
effrontery to receiye five^ or, ten, or fifteen hundred 
pounds a year, under pretence of ** feeding the flock of 
God/' over which they, were solemnly appointed, and 
yet spend th.eir tim^ in fashionable disripationrin dist- 
ant countries, without ever caring for the souls of their 
parishioners, or imparting to them the least -portion of 
divine instruction ? Sucn^ministeri^ when at any time 
they do preach to their people, v^ll naturally frame 
their sermons According to worldly motives, and for 
selfish designs. If it may promote their secular inter- 
ests, they will appear like Apostles> fufrof €^ent zeal 
for the truth and in opposition to error and abounding 
sins. But, if the doctrines of the cross be not palata- 
ble to their fashionable hearers, they will amuse them 
with Pagan morality, smooth down the threatenings of 
the divine word, and endeavor to gratify the corrupt 
humors of their audience. The standard of their reli.» 
gion changes with the changes of the State ; and they 
l^ill not sample, when their worldly interest is at stake, 
to defend aH that is odious in tyranny^ and to extol the. 
most wicked and unprincipled characters. Of this we, 
have a striking example in the case of the Rsev'd- Dn 
Shaw, who lived in the time of the protectorship of 
the Duke of Gloucester, who afterwards usurped the 
crown, under the title ,of Richard HI. Among other 
pleas to gain his ambitious designs, Richard attempted 
to maintain what had not the; shadow of a founda- 
tion in truth — ^that both Edward IV, his own brother, 
atid the Duke of Clarence, were equally illegitiniate, 
and that the Dutchess of York had received different 
lovers, who were the fathers of these children. Noth- 

andunfounded than 
m imputation on his 
achable virtue, and 
^r first promulgating 
dpitf before d laf^ 
sence ; and a Rev- 
enough to prostitute 
. Dn Shaw was 
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appointed to preach at St. Pauls ; and having chosen 
this passage for his text,^* Baitard slips shall not thrive^* 
he •enlarged oh all the topics which could discredit the 
birth of Edward IV., the Duke of Clarence, and of all 
their children. He then broke out in a- panegyric on 
the Duke of Gloucester, and exclaimed, ^ Behold this 
excellent Priiice, the express image of his noble father^ 
the genuine descendant of the house of York ; bearing 
no less in the virtues of his mind, than in the features 
iji bis countenance, the character of the gallant Rich- 
ard, once your hero and favorite; he abne is entitled 
to yoyr alfeffiance ; he must deliver you from the do- 
minion of 8^ intruders; he alone can restore the lost 
•honor and glory of the nation." 3uch was a part of 
the fulsome oration of this Recerend sycophant, in favor 
of. a despicable tyrant and atrocious murderer^ It 
wis previouirty concerted,.^ that as the doctor should 
pronounce these words, the Duke of Gloucestef" should 
enter the church; and it was expected that the audi- 
cnce^wouldcry out^ *^ God save icinff Richard !*^ which 
Ivould immiediately have been laid, hold of as a popu- 
iwr Qonsent, md interpreted to be the voice of thie 
nation. But Providence, not utifrequentl^,^ turns the 
schemes of the crafty into foolishness, fey a ridicu- 
lous mistake, worthy of the whole scene, the Duke 
did not appeal* till after tfai» exclamation was already 
recited by the preacher. The Doctor was therefore 
obBged to repeat hi^ rhetorical figure out of its* proper 
place : the audience, less from the absurd conduct of 
the discourse, thaii from their detestation of these pro- 
ceedings, kej)t a profound silence ; and the protector 
and his preacher were equally abased at the ill success 
of their stratagem. For, " He who sits in the heav- 
ens," and whose eyes " behoW the children of men^ 
•* holds in derision " all such deceitful schemes, and '* dis- 
appomts the devices of the crafty, so that their hands 
cannot perfomi their enterprise." 

It is to be hoped, that there are, in our times, few 
persons connected with the sacred office, who would 

f> all the length with the despkaUe sycophant to whom 
have alluded. But there is no one who reach tho 
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daily joBrnals, and has his eyes open to what is'pas^iiig 
around him, but must perceive that there are charac- 
ters within the limits of the British Empire, invested 
with the office of ministers of the gospel, who make a 
near approximation in their temper and conduct^ lo 
such political parasites. . . It becomes mioister? of re- 
ligion in general, to be particularly on their guard 
against such unhallowed propensities^ so degrading to 
the office of ambassadors of Christ, and with the in- 
dulgence of which they have been so frequently char- 
ged. If their great object be merely ** to please rtien/' 
they ** cannot be the servants of Christ ;" and, in flat- 
tering the great, and pandering to their pride, from am- 
bitious motives, they will be found subjecting them- 
selves to that awful denunciation of our &[avioiur, ^He 
that is ashamed of me, before men, of him will I be 
ashamed before my Father and his bdly angels;" AikI 
a more awful situation can scarcely be conceived tbiai 
that of an ambitious and wqrldly mmded minister stamp- 
ing before the bar of God, and comqfianded ^ to give 
an aceount of his stewardship," and of the souls comr- 
mittbd tp bis care. The prospect of such a sGetie» and 
vfts iippalling consequences, ought to make every such 
character tremble^ if be really believes in a future re- 
tribtttioo ; and either throw aside all pretensions to the 
sacred office, or "break off his sins hy righteou8Bes$,'* 
and " flee for refuge from the wrath to oomei" 

III short, what;was .addressed by the prophet Mala- 

cKi, in the name of Jehovah, to the priests of the Jewar^ 

ought be addressed with propriety to /many of the mitt- 

istei^ of tl^e New Testament Church, and ought* to ex- 

•^te their solemn consideration : " Ye have departed 

/ out of the way ; ye have caused many to stumble at 

the law ; therefore have I made you cohtemptiblq and 

base before all the people; Iw.ye haVe not kept my 

ways, but have been partial in the law. Now, tbere- 

, fore, O ye priests, this commandment is for you — ^if ye 

will not hear, and if y^e will not lay it to heart, to give 

glonr to my name, saith the Lord of hosts, I will evea 

send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings^ 
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yea 1 have cursed them iedready because ye de tiot lay 
It to heitrt.'' 

7. Covetousness incjiines men to presumption and 
self^sufficienq/f as if they could live independently of 
their Maker, and consequently kads to a virtual denial 
of a superintending Providence. » 

God is the original source of existence and happi- 
ness. On Him all creatures, fro^i the archangel to 
the worm, depend for every enjoyment th6y jiow or 
ever will possess. Throughout every region of the 
universe ; all the laws of nature, and all the movements 
of the material system connected with these laws, are 
abi^olutely dependant upon Him "who spake, and it 
wa3 done^,** ^who gave the' command, " and all things 
stood fast." Consequently all the orders of intelligent 
beings, wherever existing throughout creation^ are ev- 
€fiy moment dependant upon his ^uperintendance and 
care, fortbe continuance of their existence, arid fof 
every comfort they enjoy. , Were he to withdraw his 
supporting hand, their existence and enjojmeilts Would 
cease, the wheels of nature would stop, and the vast, 
fabric of the universe would soon be transformed into 
one frightful and univei^sal ruin. ** For in Him we live 
and move, and have opr being;** his visitation sustains 
our spirits, and in his hand is the soul of every living 
thing, and the breath of all mankind. It is, therefore, 
one of the first duties of every rational creature, to look 
up to God for every blessing, t6 confide in him for ev- 
ery eieurthly comfort, and to acknowledge his goodness 
for every sensitive sls well as spiritual erijovment he 
confers. To act otherwise, is virtually to call in qu0s- 
tion his existence, and his overruling providence. 

But riches, to which the covetous appetite is direct- 
ed, incline men to presume pnjheir own self -suMden- 
cy, and to rob God of that homage and confidence 
which is due to him as the Supreme Dispenser of ev- 
ery blessing. In many cases, they virtually depose 
God from his throne, and ^t up the world as the ob* 
j«ct of adoration and confidence. Instead of directing 
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tlie fl9ul to trust io the Mbst High kr tbe oiidst of dm^ 
gers and distress — '< the rich man's toeaUh is his stnnifl 
city, and as a high wall in hi| own_ conceit," to which 
he looks f<^ defence in the prospect of whatever may 
befal him. Hence, it is declared of Israel, after they 
were filled with abundance, "their heart was exalted, 
therefore have they forgotten nle, saith the Lord ;** and 
hence the declaration oi the Psalmist in regard to such, 
** they trust in their wealth, apd boast themselves ih the 
multitude of their riches.** This confidence in wealth, 
and forgetfulnes9 of dependence upon God, form some 
of the chief reasons why so many pointed injunctions 
are given in Scripture in reference to the^ evils of cov-, 
etousness, and the danger attending the accumulation 
of wealth. It was on this account, chiefly, that the 
rich man " who had goods laid up for many ye^ws," was 
condemned. He trusted in these riches as the Source 
of his happiness^ and as a security in his own hands 
against every calamity ; and he presumptuously calcu- 
lated on the enjoyment of many years to come, forget- 
ting that he was every moment dependent for exist- 
ence, oh that Almighty Being, "in whose hand oui* life 
is, and whose are all our ways." TJiis was likewise 
thei characteristic sin of the rich voluptuary, " wh6 was 
clothed, in purple and fineMinen, and fared sumptuoqsr 
ly every day." He was not a miser, neither were the 
poor driyen with insolence from his door ; for Lazarus 
lay at his gate, and was fed with the crumbs from his 
table; But he was forgetful of God ; his riches were 
his confidence ; and led him. to scepticism and irreli- 
gibn, and to overlook and even deny the gre^t realities 
of the, eternal world. This is evijdent from his request, 
that Lazarus would go, in the capacitv of a prophet, 
and testiiy to his brethren the truth ana reality of a fu- 
ture state of existence. 

This confidence in riches has, in thousands of instan- 
ces, been a snare to professors of religion, especially 
when the open professioQ of genuine Christianity eXf 
posed to hazard their worldly possessions. Trusting 
more in their wealth than in the promise of divine prot 
tection, and looking more earnestly on the things which 
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aiie,8ees and tempo;^, than on those which are niMen 
and ejtemal, they have turned aside from the profesfiicm 
of their . faith, and virtually ** denied Ihe Lord who 
bought them/' Eudebius; the ecclesiastical hUtoriao^ 
relates, that "in the tipieof the severe persecutioh of the 
church bjr the Erpperor.Decius,. the rich men among 
the Christians^ were the most easily and, miserably foil- 
ed," ,The love of the world vanquished their Christian 
fortitude, and led many of them to relapse into the pro- 
jGe^sioQ of Pagan idolatry. In the time of the Aricm 
persecution, many of the rich wh6 occupied offices 
which should have led them "to contend earnestly for 
th^ faith once deliyered to the saints," accommodated 
their profession to , their desires, after ambition and av- 
arice. Like too, many in our day, they had a political 
faith which \^as either orthodox or Arian, according as 
the Stat^ should determine, and as public favor and 
. emolument should smile on the one or the other. The 
history .of tl^e church is full of examples of this kind, 
and there is tqo much reason to fear that ther^ are 
many in our tim^, both among th^ clergy and the laity 
Jfoilowing in their footsteps. It therefore becomes eve- 
ry one,, and especially those professors of religion who 
are possessed of wealth, carefully to examine the state 
of their hearts on this point, and fscertain whether they 
ane "trusting in the Lord" or "putting confidence ii^ 
princes." In order to the exercise of cotifidence in 
God, it ir Accessary that we should soipetimes be 
brought into straits and difficulties. When the poor are 
in* want, or eiyopbut a scanty portion of tne good 
things of the world, — if they be Christians,^ it naturally 
leads them to a sense of dependence, and to look up 
to Him froip whom all con[iforts flow ; and it is highly 
expedient for the exercise of faith and hope, that we 
should frequently feel that we ^^•e dependent crea- 
tures. Bui riches have a tendency, if we be not every 
moment upon our suard^ to m^e us forget our depen- 
<}ence upon the Most High, and to beget a spint of 
pride and self-sufficiency, as if we were able to guide, 
ourselves through the world, without being beholden 
to the care of Divine Providence. But,^ let such learn 
14 ■ 
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to teow, that they stand as much in tieed of the caie 
amd protecticM of heaven, as the pOorelrt Wf^tch that 
wanders housekss and forlorn./ They have food and 
drmk of every qoalhy, and! in abundance. But can 
food ward off calainkies or death t A tile falHng from 
a house, the oversetting.' of a chariot, or a flash of 
lightning froni the clouds, will kill a 'rich man as well 
as a poor. They have changes of costfy raiment, white 
the poor are covered with rag^s. But will the gout, the 
palsy, the stoney or the burning fever, pay any respect 
to costly attire ? or will the patient f6eliess agony un- 
der them, because he ik covered 'with purple and scar- 
let? Besides, an earthquake, an inundation, a teW 
pest, a conflagration, a shipwreck', the perfidy of friends^ 
the midnight robber, or the coiivulsibn of nations; all 
which events afe under the direction of Go<J-— may, in 
a few days, sweep frcim them all their earthly jposses^ 
dons, reduce them to a state of iAdigfeiice, apd lay all 
^eir earthly glory in the dust. Hehce the propriety 
of attending to the admonition of the Psalmist : * Trust 
hot in oppression, become not vain in robbery ; if rich* 
es increase, set not your heart upon them. Trust in Je^ 
hovah iat all times, ye people,:pour out your heart be- 
fore him, God Is a refuge for us.^. 

8./.Coyetoushess;has produced all the public evils, 
war^f, ajid devastations which ham happened in eveiy 
(j^eofthe world. ♦. 

TTie records of history, as I have had occasion to no- 
tice, contain little else than disgusting details of ^the 
mischiefs and the miseries inflicted on the wortdj by the 
anibition and, rapaciousness of mankind. The earth, 
which might long ag6, have been transformed into a 
>8cehe of fertility and beauty, by^the benevolent s^en- 
cy of human beings, ' has, in most of its regions, been 
turned into a scene of desolation, by destroying armies 
prowling over every country in quest of plunder. Such 
is the insatiable appetite of avarice, that, not contented 
with " devouring widove's houses," spoiling the weak 
and defe^nceless in her native Ijtnd, she has aimed at 
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eniiphing herself with the plunder of '.Empires. 141^ 
hell and the grave, /* she has enki^ed hfr desire, and 
opened her mouth without measure, and the glory, the 
multitude and the pomp^' of temples, cities, states, king^ 
donu^ and continents, have become a prey to her ever-^ 
craving app>eUte, and beeus swallowed up and di^yoLir* 
ed. Yet after all, she is never satisfied, aotd the whole 
earth becomes too narrow a theati-e for her rapacity 
and ambition. Alexander, in the mad career of his 
conquests, subdued and plundered the greater part of 
the known world, and had the riches smd splendor c^ 
its most magnificent cities at his command ; yet whe« 
he had finished his course, he sat down and wept like 
1^ crocodile, because be had access to no other world, 
that m%ht serve as a theatre for warfefe and plunder. 
Thus it is that avarice would never curb her boundless 
desires, till she had glutted herself not only with the 
spoils of this terrestrial region, but with the treasures <rf* 
the universe; yet, like hell and desiructipn, she, would 
never be satisfied. Nor jv^ould ambition — her kinrfipl- 
low, and companion— -ever cease its career,, till it had 
subdued every order of intellectual existence, ^iscended 
the throne of the Most H^h, and seized tbp reins of 
umversal govemmeht* , ' ; 

It woiikl be needless to bring forward illustrations of 
this topic, or to attempt to show 'that the 6ovetou^ and 
ambitious principle, 4ias beeri the main cause of the 
wholesale destruction of manjkin4,.and the wide spread 
of human misery, for almost the whole of the re^ordp 
of history ooi^ain little .else than a* continued series pf 
illustrs^tidns on this point ; and I have .abready, under 
th6 first head, selected a few .examples, which might be 
iBwltiglied/a thousaod fold. .1 

. But, r cannot help pausing a little^ to reflect on the 
numerous «vils,.aBd the incalculable misery wb^ch this 
unholy affection has produced in the world;^ CouW 
we taJi;e only.a bird's eye view of -its operatiofus and 
effects, beginning at the first apostacy of iniem» and trar 
cing them doym the stream oi tin^e to, the present day 
-T-and could w«, at the same time, stretch our eyeB 
over the gbbe, frosii north to soi^ and fnna ^east to 
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wcfsty and contemplate the mfeeries%hfch Have follow- 
ed in hs traifc in every land— what an awfiil and re- 
volting picture would be presented to the view ! But 
there IS no eye, save that of Ohvniscience, which could 
tkkfe in th6 thousandth part of the widely-extended 
miseries aiid desolations which it has in every age pro- 
duced. During the period which intervened from the 
fi^ll of man to the deluge, this principle appears to have ' 
operated on an extensive scale, for we are told, that 
**the wickedness of man was' great," and that "rte 
mfrtk teas filled with ^olence, — evidently implying 
that the strong and powerful were continually engaged 
in'seizing on the wealth and possessions of the weak 
and defenceless, oppressing the poor, the widow, and 
the fatherless, plundering cifties, desolating fields, aiid 
carrying, bloodshed atid ruin through eveij liind— till 
the istate of society ro^ to such a pitch of depravity^ 
as rendered it expedient that they shoiild be^wept at 
<Hice, with an overflowing flood, from theface of cre'a* 
tion. ) 

Aftei* the deluge, it was not l6ng before the lust of 
ambition began again to display itself, by kn inprcSnate 
desire after wealth and aggrandizement ; arid hence^ 
wars wiere re-comraenced among almost every tribe> 
which have continued^ in constant succession; through- 
out eveiy generation* to, the present day. Wher^er 
we turn our eyes^ over the regions of the globe,' wheth- 
er to the civilized nations of Europe, the^empires of 
Southern Asia,^the frozen regions of Siberia, the' sultry 
clime^ of Africa, the forests and wilds t>f America, oi^ 
eye^ to the njost (liminuti'i^. islands, which "are spread 
pver the PaeiiSc Ocean, we behdld CovETOtrsNEss, like 
an insatiable monster, devouring htimaii happiness, and. 
feasting on the sorrows and sufferings of mankind. 
But who ca^ calculate the amouirt Of misery which has 
thus been accumulated ? It is more than probable, that 
the eighth part of the human race has been slau^ter- 
ed by the wars and commotions which ambition has 
created \ and, consecjuentfy", mcw^ th^n twenty thousand 
millions of mankind have becofne 1t$ ^ctims ; tjiat is, 
twenty five tSm^ the number d human 1)eings which 
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compose the presenl pt^lation of (he f^bbe* Along 
with the destruction of suoh a. number of rational be- 
ings,; we have to take into account, the millions of 
manffled wretches whose remaining existence was ren- 
dered miserable, the numberless widows and orphans 
who were left to mourn the loss of every t^ngdearto 
them, the thousands of infants that have been muit[er- 
edy and of females that have been violated, the famine 
and {>e£dlence, and the fr^htful desolations, which de- 
stroying armies have sdways left behind them. Many 
spots of the earth, which were beautiful as Eden, have 
been turned into a hideous wilderness. The most 
splendid and ma^ificent cities have been set on flames 
or razed to theu* foundations, and "^ their memorials 
have perished with them." Even the lower animals 
have been dragged into battles, and have become su£> 
ferers amidst the fury of combatants and the wreck of 
nations. Such are some of the hideous desolations,, 
and the vast amount of human misery which covetous^ 
ness has created ; for to avarice, leagued with ambi- 
tion, i^i to be attributed all the wars, commoticms, and 
devastations, which have ever visited the world. 

Besides such. wholesale robberies and murders, cov«> 
etpusness is accountable for numerous nublic frauis 
and mischiefs committed on a smaller seme by the pub^ 
lie i^gents and others connected with the govemmenta: 
of every country* In the management of taxes, the 
collection of national revenues, in contracts for the sup- 
ply of armies and navies, in claims for undefined per*- 
quisites, in the bestowment of places and penskms, in^ 
soliciting and receiving bribes, in the sale and purchase 
of ^vemment propertjr, — in these and numerous other 
instances, frauds and impositions are so frequendy 
committed, as to have become notorious to a proverb.- 
On such exuberant sources of wealth, multitudes are^ 
rapidly enriched ; and while nations are ground down 
uiKbdr a load of taxation, and the industrious labors; 
and meehimic groaning under the pressure of poverty^ 
acomparativelyfew are rolling in the chariots <^splen-' 
(fer, fatteninff on the sweat and blood of miUioM, aiidf 
fearing on the suffering of mankind . 
14* 
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It is amazing with what ease and apathy, men caR^ 
ing themselves Christians, will talk ot the prospect of 
war, in the view of enriching themselves with such 
pubUc plunder. Scarcely any thing is more common, 
and yet nothing is more diabolical. To wish for war, 
that trade may revive and flourish, is to wish the de- 
struction of ten thousands of our fellow creatures, that 
we may add a few pounds to our hoarded treasures, 
or have the prospect of embaiUng in a profitable spec- 
ulation. Yet such wishes have ^en indulged a thou- 
sand times, by many who ^ro/e»^ to be the followers of 
Christ. 

9. Covetousness prevents the extension of the Chris:' 
tian Churchy and the general improvement of Society. 

It is by means of the proper application of money, 
that the gospel is promulgated, sinners converted, the 
Bible circulated, and the tidings of salvation convey^ 
to heathen lands. Much still remains to be done in 
these respects ; for more than 600,000,000 of mankind 
still remain enveloped in pi^an darkness. If all the 
members of the Christian Church, were to contribute 
according to their ability, this object, (the conversion of 
the world,) however arduous and extensive, might ere 
long be accomplished. But avarice interposes, and 
withholds those resources which are requisite for car- 
rying the plans of Divine Mercy into effect. ' If wealth 
were not hoarded by covetous professors of religion, 
or expended on their lusts, our Missionary and other 
Philanthropic Societies, would soon have at then* dis- 
posal, revenues twenty times, at least, their present 
amount. How many professed Christians are there, 
who are wallowing in wealth, and yet contributing 
nothing but the smallest fraction of their substance 
(and sometimes nothing at all,) to the service of God, 
and the extension of the Gospel church ! And how 
many others are there, who, at their death, leave twen- 
ty or thirty thousand pounds to their friends, and evea 
to distant heirs, without bequeathing a single hundred 
— ^sometimes not a single guinea, for promoting the 
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conversion of sinners, and the extension of the Re- 
deemer's kingdom ! Such persons, evidently belie their 
Christian profession, and appear to have no Scriptural 
idea of their obligation to " honor the Lord with their 
9ubstance," and of the great end for which wealth has 
been bestowed. 

By such conduct, they virtually prevent the conver- 
sion of thousands, the reformation of the world; and 
the approach of that period, when ** the knowledge of 
the Lord shall cover the earth, and all flesh see his sal- 
vation." They declare, in point of fact, that the hoard- 
ing of thousands of pounds, (of which they do not stand 
in need,) is a matter of more importance in their eyes, 
than the universal propagation of religion, and the eter- 
nal happiness of thousands of immortal bdngs. What- 
ever profession they may make, whatever snow of pie- 
ty they may ^sume, they place a barrier in the way 
of the progress of Christianity, and too plainly indicate, 
that the love of the world occupies a higher place in 
their hearts, than the love of God. 

By siich conduct, the general improvement of society 
is likewise prevented. 

Before society arrives to that state of perfection^ of 
which it is susceptible, much exertion and manifold re- 
fortnations are required. The universal instruction of 
all ranks requires to be established on a more extensive 
and permanent basis than it has ever yet been. Sem- 
inaries for the education of the young, and likewise for 
those more advanced in life, require to be multiplied 
at least tenfold. Colleges and academies, of different 
descriptions, still remain to be established in such num- 
bers as to afford an adequate supply of intelligent 
teachers and ministers of the Gospel, tor diffusing both 
seneral and scriptural knowledge among all ranks of 
Uie community. 

The physical condition of mankind, likewise requires 
to be meliorated and improved. Many of our towns 
and villages, require to be new-modeled, and render- 
ed clean, airy, and salubrious ; and the condition of the 
mechanic and the laboring poor, rendered more com- 
fortable, and more condi^cive to moral and mental ira^ 
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provement. AH which objects might, at no distant 
period, be fully accomplished, were the superfluous 
wealth of the professing Christian world properly di- 
rected, and applied to its legitiminte objects. But all 
such designs are prevented from being brought into 
effect, by the avarice of those who profess to have re- 
nounced the world and its vanities, and to be lookmg 
forward to a heavenly inheritance. There can scarce^ 
ly be a more glaring contradiction, than that which 
such conduct and such professions implv. But as this 
is a topic of peculiar interest, I shall take occasion to 
enter into more minute detail on another branch of our 
subject. 

10. The evil of covetousness, will further appear, if 
we consider wTiat would be the consequences u)ere this 
impure affection universally to prevail. 

Every principle and every affection in human be- 
ings, ought to be tried by the ultimate consequences 
to wluch it naturally and necessarily leads. On this 

Sound, it might be shown, that every violatioi;i of the 
ivine law leads to misery, in one shape or another,, 
both to the violater himself, and to all with whom be 
is connected. And farther — that, if any one com- 
mandment of the law of God were revisrsedg or set 
aside, or universally violated, not only would the moi^ 
appalling consequences ensue, but it would lead to the 
subversion of all order ampng intelligent agents, and 
would ultimately produce the extermination oiihiQ race 
of man. 

The same, of course, may be affirmed of the covet- 
ous principle. Were it to reign supreme in the hmaaQ. 
heart, and to be universally acted upon, it would sooq 
lead to the utter destruction of society. It would lead, 
in the first instance, to universal frauds deceit and false- 
hood; so that no domestic nor public business, nor^ 
compaercia) aiTangements of any description, could be 
carried on with the least degree of confidence. It. 
vf^vHd next lead to universal rapacity, and plunijer^- 
which would produce a scone of turbulence a^a horroPi 
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in ^i6ch no human being could enjoy fop any length 
of time, either happiness or repose. Th^ strong 'woM 
seize upon the. possessiops of the.Wea)c and defeifc^^ 
less, without the least remOTsev and deprive them of 
every thiijg that tends to enjoyment. Everyone's cov* 
etou9 eye would be directed to t^ie possessions of lib 
neighbor ; and,' by a thousand insidious and maKgnuit 
schemes, or by open violence, every thing woidd be 
seizecl upon, *knd appropriated for the purpose of grat- 
ifying ih^ covetous appetite. No one's life would' be 
iSecure'fora*sificlev«^<^k, and murders would be daily 
committed for the purpose of obtaining the wealth and 
possessions of the ppulenti Of course, peace, and har- 
mbny, Ismd kindness> would be unknown among men; 
every man's covetous heart be filled with malignity, 
and set against the interests of his neighbor. In the 
progress of such rapacity and plundering, wars of the 
most ferocious nature wouU take place. One nation 
would invade the territories of another, for the purpose 
of plunder J and, in the midst of the contests for spoil/ 
cities and^ townfs' would be' demolished } fruitful fields 
transformed into a sqene of desolation, and myriads bf 
the humdn race slaughtered in every JancJ., Amiddt 
such dreadful comrtiotions, the fields would be permit-^ 
tejd to< lie wast,e and uncultivated, and human feeing 
Would be gradualljr diminished by silaughtef, dnduni-^ 
versal famine, till,; in the course of a generation or twoy 
the whole race would be Extirpated from the e^rth. 

Siich would evidently be the progress and^he dread*, 
ful effects of the covetous principle^, were it to operate 
universally, and unrestrained. Such effects, indeed, it 
has already, to a certain de^e, produced ; ' and the 'an- 
nab bf every' nation under heaven, bear vntness to the 
mi^lancholy truth. And, were it not, that it is counter?^ 
acted and restrained in its operations bjr the ovemi- 
ling Providence of God, ' by the force of natural con- 
science, and by the in^ueh^e of Christian principle^ 
and motives, it would soon transform this globe into Aft ' 
immense sepulchre, ovei*9preadwi^h desolation' and dead 
flfieh's bones, and fit only for a habitation tb the beasts 
of prey. The very circumstance^ that it harnever yet' 
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produced s^ch a terrible eflfect, is an evident proof that 
avinpral,Gov€?raor superintends the affairs of thi§ world, 
and by his wise -and merciful ai^rangements, sets ** re- 
straining bounds" to the |»assions of ; men, that his 1)6- 
fievolent purposes in relation to pur race^ may be in due 
time acconiplished. 

It is evident, then, that an affe<5tion which produces 
such debasement of mind, and which naturally leads to 
such dismal and appalting consequences, must embody 
within it the essence of almost every evil, and of ey^ 
ry species of moral turpitude ; and, althiaugh it mj^y. 
appear comparatively harmless, when confined to a 
narrow sphere, and covered with a cloak of hypocrisy, 
yet it only requires to burst its confinement, to be blown 
mto ^ flame, and to have fjree scope for its destructive 
energies, in Order to undermine and overturn the 
wlK>le fabric of the moral universe. This considera- 
tion, deserves the -serious attentiou of every one who 
feek the least rising of such an unhallowed passion, and 
shc^uld induce hkn to e^^ercise holy jealousy ovor him- 
self, and^to use eve^y Scriptural mean to repress ^nd. 
<^unteract its first emotion^. His prayer to God^shojiki 
be like that of the Psalmist, " Search me, 6 God, a^d 
know my » heart'; try me, and know my thoughts; 
Turn away mine eyes from behoUii^ vanity ; incline 
my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to eovetousness, 
and lead me inthy way everlasting." : 

I might likewise have, enumerated am<mg the evib 
produced by covetousness, the host of vices, and the 
anxious fears, and tomuliuow passionl9 connected with 
this affection— ^its banefiil influence on friends and re- 
latives, ^don general society ; thait if incapacitates the 
individual in. whpse heart it reigns for enjoying substao* 
' tial happiness ; that it was (Hie of the impulsive causea 
of the death of Christ ; that, when fostered through We, 
it become)? inveterate in old age, and retains its strength 
and vigor, when altnost every other vic6 has witjiered 
and decayed ; and, that it has, to a certain extent, pre-t 
>ented tne^ umm of the Christian church, and the af« 
fect|0fiat6' intercourse of its members* Bui witlyMkft 
dweUiag on these and suob particulars, I ^hall only <ob^ 
•erve, 
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I0 the last pliace,-Trthat covetousnes]3 indtiiged and 
persisted inthrougb life, infallibly. lead^ to misery in the 
life ta come. ... 

>"Be not deoeitfed,'' says an ambassador of heaven, 
"neither idokfiefs, noi; theives, n^r covetous, nor revilers, 
noT/extortioiiers, shall inherit the kingdom of God,** 
What a terriWe and appalling denunciation, when cen^ 
templated ki all its extent, and it's eternal coneequeh-^ 
ces I Such chigiracters shctU not inherit the kingdom of 
6hd. And we are expressly toM, that 'they who are 
b^mshed from this kiodom, "shall be cast intb the lake 
of lire which burneth forever and ever ;** aod that <*they 
shall be punished with everlasting desitruclion from the. 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his poWel*.-' 
A covetous man, is therefore, in as direct a course to 
eternal misery, as the mo^t licentious profligate, or the 
most atrocbugf characters. If men really believied in 
the reiditi^s of ati eternal world; and in the certainty of 
such terrible denunciations beiflg acco^nplished, how 
would it make their whole frame trembfle at the awful 
prospect 1 But no hearts are iiarder than th<B hearts of 
the covetous. They are Surrounded as with a WaH-6f 
adamant, and fortified against.everjr admonition, so that 
neither the voice from Mount Zioii, nor the threaten^ 
ings from Sinai,' can make the least impression^ and 
the longer they live in the' world, the more impenetra-^ 
ble do they become, till/ in the righteous judgment of 
God, they are sometimes given up to a hardness which 
nothing will penetrate but the sharpness of •* unquench- 
able fire.** This is a consideration which demands the 
serious attention of the young,' and. of those iii the prime 
of fife. It shows, with what care atid holy caution, 
they ought to guard against the first emotions of every 
viciodei passion, and particularly against the emotioiis 
of covetousnesa; for, if they he indulged, they will 
grow with their growth, and strenghteii with th^ 
strength, till they become inveterate habits, which 00 
human power can eradicatje. ^ 

I have already shown,* that the ' covetods must ne- . 

* See pages 96, 97. 
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C08sarily be banished from the kiagdom of the justy be- 
. cause they are Jiltogether unfit for relishing its pjeas- 
' ures, or engaging in its ernplOytnents: But ercmidQn 
, from the society artd the joys of heaven, is not the cmly 
punishment they will super. They .wiH be subjected 
to positive misery ; and, amons other source^ oi mise- 
ry, they will be tormented ^im restless and insatiable 
desires, which will, always be raging^ an4 ^bicb wiU 
never be gratified* . In the present life,, while coyetous 
desires were raging, they were jMir|ta% gratified. But, 
in the future wortd, gold, and silvef, and -splendid, pos- 
sessions ; such as are now the obi^tof desir^, will be 
foreyei* beyond their reach; and, consequently, they 
must suffer all that is included in boundless desires and 
craving appetites, which are never to be gratified. Be- 
^des, liil that ,is' included in those striking representa- 
tions of Scripture — " the worm that never dies 5 the 
fire' that is never quenched ; Weeping and virailing, and 
gnashing of teeth ; aiid the^ blackness of darkness for- 
ever," will be the portion of the ambitious and avarir 
cious sinners^ .\vh6 are banished from the glories of the 
Kew Jerusaiepn. What will it then^vml the\)ovetoiis 
anner, that he had heaped up gold as the dust, and sil^ 
yer as ihe stones of the fields or the ambitious sinner, 
that he rolled on the.whcjels of' splendor, and fared 
sumptuously every >day ? Will riches profit in the day 
of wratbi Will the recollection of bags erf gold, and 
chests of dollars tredsured up in thift fleeting world for 
profligate heirs, alleviate the anguish of the miser's soiil 
in the place of punishment ? Will the gay and licen- 
tious world ling find his torments assuaged by revolving 
the^ideaf that he wa? transported to hejl in a splendS 
chariot? and that he left his degenprate offspring. to 
b^ conveyed with the same pomp and equipage to the 
place of miseiy ? Alas \ such recoUectiops, instead of 
alleviatiog> wUl only enhance the unutterable, anguish 
of the inhabitauits of Tophet, and add new fuel to the 
fire, which is never to be quenched. Ohj that the son^ 
of avarice and ambition, "were wise, that they nnder- 
atood these things," and that they would consider the 
eteriial consequences of ^4heir presient aflections aad 
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conduct ? Nothing can be more fooljsh than to prefer 
shadows to realities, trifles to^ the most momentous con- 
cerns, fleeting baubtes to an enduring substance, riches 
that perish in the using to " a treasure in the heavens 
that fadeth not," the fashion of the world that passeth 
away, to an incorruptible inheritance, and an exceed- 
ing great and eternal weight ofgldry." What is the 
hope pf the hypocrite when God taketh away his soul ? 
Yea, " what will it profit a man, though he should gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his soul ?" It is there- 
for the dictate of true wisdom, and accordant witfi 
every rational principle ; to mortify every unholy affec- 
tion, to despise the vain blandishments erf the world, 
that lieth in wickedness, to exercise contentment under 
the allotments of Providence, and to aspire after the 
enjoyment of- that inheritance ** which is incorruptible, 
and that fadeth not away." 
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CHAPTER Y[ 



ON- THE PRINCiPLES BY WmCH CHRI^ANS SHOUIiD 
BE DIRECTED IN THE APPI«ICATION OF THBIR 

WEAliTHi . ^ 

\, - . 

T^EpiE are, perhaps, few things conneoted yrith the 
social state, of more importance than the proper distri*- 
bution ^d, application of wealth ; yet there i& no sub- 
ject about which so many fopUsh and erroneous con: 
ceptions ape entertained. Every man seems, . in this 
respecl;, to consider himself as a J^ind'of independent 
b^in^y and, to imagine, that he has full power, both 
physical und moral, " to do with his own a^ he pl^as** 
es.** That he is invested with a sovereign right, eithei: 
to give or to .withhold his money as be thin& fit, and 
that no one has authority to say to him, "what dosV 
thou?** , Even Christians, have not yet learned the le- 
ffltioMite use and application of riches, nojti^hstanding 
me pointed injunctions^ and th^ specific principles on 
this subjeci laid down in the word of God ; apd hence, 
it has too frequently been con^ered as no way incon- 
sistent with the professipn of Christianity, for Christians 
to act,^ in this respect, in accordance vnth the maxims 
of general society, and the common practices of the 
men of the wprld. . , v ^ 

It is now more than time, that other and.nobler yiews 
jwere entertained,, and acted upon by those who pro- 
fess to be followers of the lowly Jesus — ^views accord- 
ant vnth die instructions of their Divine Master, and 
IheadmoQitiQns of his holy. prophets and apostjes.^ < In 
order to a slight elucidation of this'sulnect, I shall ill 
the first place offer a few^neral remarKs, connected 
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with this topic, — and, in the next place., inqmre what 
proportion of their worldly substance. Christians ou^ht 
to coilsecrate to the good of society, and the promotion 
of rehgion. ^ 

I. In reference to the first departipent of this sub- 
ject, the following general principles, among many oth- 
ers, require to be recognized. 

1. Ghd is the, original source (tf all the, riches we 
enjoy. 

" The earth belongs to Jehovah, and the fulness'there- 
of, the world ^nd they that dwell therein. Every beast 
of die forest is his, arid the cattle upon a thcmsand 
hillsr.** **The sflver is mih^, and the gold is mine, saith 
Ae Lord of H6sts.'* All the treasures of the liniVerse, 
were brought into existence' by his creating power, 
and distributed, in certain proportions; to all the ranks 
of sensitive jind intellectual existence, \vhich people the 
amplitudes of creation. To man, he assigned the pro»* 
ductions of the field, the wealth of the mineral king- 
dom, a^ the treasures of the deep ; and it is owing to 
his benevolent care and overruling Providence, that 
any one is permitted to procure such riches, and to en- 
i6y those comforts, of which they are the sources. 
Hence, it is declared* by an inspired writer ; "Thine, 
O Lord, is the^greatne'ss, and the power, and the glo- 

S'. ; for all that is in the heavens arid in the ^arth, is 
ine. Thine is the kingdom, O Lord,* and thou art 
exahed above all. Both richer, and honor come of 
thee, and thoii reignest over all, and in thiae hand is 
pow6r and niight; aind, in thine hand it is to make 
great, and, to give strength unto all.'* These are truths 
connected with the very idea of tlie existence of an 
£tema1,and Independent Being, fixjm whom creation 
derived its origin ; and ^et they are overlooked bjr the 
greater part of mahkiiidi-^as it they were a specie? 6f 
indepehaent beingg ; and as if their Own powers alone 
had pro<iured them the treasures they possess. ' The 
full recognition of this fuhdamental truth, that « God is 
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the* original source of all. riches^" would introduce a* 
most important change in the views of men with rer 
^ard.tQ w^altjij aijd to the purposes to whach.it ought 
to.t)e apphed; apd would produce a benign influence 
on all the moYemcnts of the. Christian, and; the moral 
world. 

" 2. Riches are given as a trust to be employed in the 
service of God, and for thd good of men. 

It is evident, fyom the very nature of the Divine Be- 
ing, that wealth when bestowed, was intended to be 
used in accordance with his will, and in subserviency 
to- the accomplishments, of his designs, in this moral 
government of the world. In.conducting the affairs of 
me moral system, human beings are the agents he moist 
frequently employe; and the wealth he has put into 
their hands, has' a powerful iniSuence, in accomplishinjg 
purposes either good or. bi|d, according to the disposi- 
tion of theaffents. If he has intende^i, as his word de« 
elares, that the revelations of bis wiH, should be made 
known* throughout the world, and that **the gospel 
should be preached to every creature ;" mpney is. one 
of the grand means by wt^ch this important object is 
to be accomplished ; land^ in the present state and coii- 
stitution of tne w£»rld, or, according to the fixed pnnci^ 
pies of the Divine (Jovemment,, it is impossible that^ 
without this mean, such a design can be brought into 
effect.* If he has distributed wealth in different pro- 
portions, to different individuals, ^and, if it k hi^mt^n- 
tion to communicate happiness to his creathres, and 
that a certain proportion of his bounty should be en- 
joyed by idl r then, it ' must evidently be his w^l, that 
those who abound 'in riches, should **be f*eady to com- 
municate," and to impart a certain portion- of th^ to 
those who are in need. Hence it is commanded, 



^.Ftom what w.e know of the plan of the Divine gOTernmeqt, ^e 
have no reason to WieVe, that any miractiXous interposition wUl take^ 
^kiee to effectiiate the ohjecCiL to which I allude. See Chapter YI. 
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**if thy brother be waxefn poor, and fallen into decay/ 
then thou shalt relieve him. Thou dhalt open thy hand 
wide, and shalt sorely lend him sufficient for his need 
in that which fie wanteth.^ " He that hath pity ypon 
the poor, lendeth unto th6 Lord ; arid that which he 
hath given, will he repay him again." ** Blessed is he 
that considereth the poor, the Lord will deHver him in 
the time of trouble.*' "Charge theip that ^re rich in 
this world, that they do good, that thiey b^ rich in good 
works, ready to distribute, ahd Willing to communi- 
cate." Such injunctions are laid uport the wealthy, 
not as a tax or a burdeii, but for the purpose of calUi^ 
, forth into exercise the principle of benevolence; d[ 
promoting a reciprocal interchange of kindly a0*ectioiis 
and good dffiees betweeti man and man ; and for de- 
monstrating the truth and efficacy of our Saviour'^s Di- 
vine maxim^ ** it is 'more blessed to give, than to i^- 
ceive^" 

N.OW, if riches, instead of teing applied, in part, to 
such purpose's as now stated, are_devoted solely to base 
jRnd selfish ends, to sensual g 
sion for \torldly splendor a 
mibserve the purposes of b 
party spirit— they are cons( 
opposite to those which Qod 
termined to accomplish ; j a 
tendency to frustrate, if it ^ 
Divine Benevolence, and the 

Since riches, then, are (y 
ftom God, to be employed 
inff to his wjll, every one ^ 
solely to such sinister purpoi 
trampling on the adtliority e 
^^fiance the laws of Him, v 

detnetlts of nature, and all the hosts of teavea obey; 
»nd, consequently, subjects himself to the kifliction of 
the threatenings denounced against sqch in the Divine 
i^ord* ," • 

Our Saviour illustrates thesiB positions in the parable 
of the nobleman, who' delivered to bis servants iea^ 
pounds, with the cfaai^e^ **occupy till I come," and ia 
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the parable of the ^'-tafeMs,^ which were given "to ev* 
ery one according to his ability." These pounds and 
talents evidently denote, the powers, genius, wealthy or 
authority, with whach men are ent;-usted by their Cre- 
ator, and which ought to be consecrated to the promo* 
tion of his glory and the benefit of mankind* That we 
are accountable for the use we ndake of such gifts, s^ 
pearis from the high rewards conferred on; the faithml 
servants, and from the condign punishment inflicted on 
those who abused or misapi^ied the talents committed 
to their tru^ : " Cast ye the unprofitable servants into 
outer darkness, there dball.be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. These mine enemies, who wouW nat that I 
should reign over them, bring hither and slay tl|em be- 
fore me." These are words^ of the most a^ful import ; 
^nd the sufferings inflicted on them will be felt in kll 
their appall^ig and eternal consequence^ by those to 
whom tney refer ; a|id, therefore, they deserVe the most 
serious consideration of all those, who, in the spirit of 
pride and independeiice, imagine, that "*they can do 
with their own is they please." An4 if riches be a 
trust committed to us by God, to be employed in his 
service, we are is mu(ih bound to apply theta to their 
legitimate use, as a servant to whom niioney is entrust- 
ed by his master, is bound to. apply it to the purp<;$8e 
for which it was intended, and for Which he ^ust ren- 
der an accounts And, at that important day wl^n the 
Son of maff shaH 'appear in his glory, to call his pro^ 
jfessed servants to give an account of their stewardship 
-^he manner in which the wealth committed taouf 
care was expended, will then undergo a. solemn and 
impartial scrutiny in the presence <m an assembled 
World. And happy only will they be, who shall be 
enabled to " give m their account with joy, and not with 

S;rief," arid deceive the approbation of the Greajl Mas- 
er, " A^ell done, good and faithful servants, enter ye 
into the joy of your Lord." In the description which 
our Saviour gives of the solemnities of the final judg- 
ment, the eternal destiny of the human race is repfe* 
sented as depending upon- the manner in wfiich they 
employed the wealth aod iofluenoe, wid^ which f^ 
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were entrusted, "depaft from me, ye cursed^ for I 
was an hungered^ add ye gave menovmeat; I was 
thirsty^ and ye -gave me no drink ; I was, a stranger, 
and ye took me not in ; naked, .and ye clpthed me not ; 
sick and in, prison, and ye visited me not: verily, I say 
uhto you, in as mi^ch as ye did it not to the, least of. 
these, my brethren, ye did it not tome. And the^e 
shall ^o away into everlasting punishment, but the dut- 
eous into life etemaL*' 



3. Christians are bound tq dedicate their substance 
to the Lord, from a cansidercUion-ofthe love of Christ in 
tavinff doum his life for their redemption. 

The apostl^es, in all their writings, delight to expati- 
ate on the love of -Christ, as comprising within its 
ran^ a height and a depth, a lepgth and a br^adthr 
''which surpasses the grasp of human comprehensioA, 
and as being the most glorious display of DiviivB mer- 
cy and benevolence, ever made to our world." Enrap-.. 
tured with this suWime idea, the apostle Jehn exclaims, 
"Behold !, what manner of love the Fathef- hath bestow- 
ed, upon us^ that we shoulcl be called the sons of God I 
In tms was manifested the love of God toward u^ be- 
cause he sent his only begotten Son into the world that 
we might live through him. Herein is love, not that 
we loved God, but that He loved us, and ^ent his S(hi 
to be the propitiation for our sins.^ This love demands 
jthe noblest sacrifices we can make for the honor of 
Cdd, and fpr testifying our gratitude for the u;ispeaka- 
Ue favors' conferred upon us through the death of his 
Son. . Henpe, the apostle Paiil, in his. own name and 
in the n^me of alUrue Christians, xieclares, " The love 
of Christ constraineth us, because we thus judge, that 
if{ one died for all, then were i^ll dead> and th^ ne died 
for all, that they who liye, should not henceforth live 
unto themselves, but unto him who died for them and 
rose a^dinJ* In this passi^, the phrase *^ con^traineth 
us " inq>orts, b^ng oiarried mong, o? borne away as with 
a strong and resistless impulse. Me that of a torrent 
which sweeps away every thipg before it; Ther firat 
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Christians were so carried aloft as it were on the wines 
of love and holy desire, that all selfish aiins and woridly 
considerations were completely overpowered and sub^ 
dued. They considered their wealth and influence as 
wholly consecrated^to the service of their Redeemer ; 
they forsook all their Earthly possessions from love to 
his name, and that the?y might promote the ii^terests of 
his kingdom. They took joyfully the spoiling of their 
goods, knowing, that iti heaven they had a better and 
Jhprfe enduring substance ; they accounted " all things 
as loss in comparison of the excellency of Christ Je- 
sus," and reckoned the sufferings of the present life as 
unworthy to be dompared with the glory which is to be 
teVealed. Eveiy Christian ought to be animated vrith 
su^h noble principles and such elevated views and af- 
fections, if he claims a right to be distinguished by that 
sacred name. And, if he is inspired with such hallow- 
ed emotions, he will not " henceforth live unto himself,'* 
for the mere Ratification of his dwn appetites and pas- 
sion?, or for his own ease, aggrandizement, or secular 
interests, as if thes^ were the chief objects of their 

Eursuit. But "he will, live linto Him who died for 
im and rose aga(in." He will, consecratie his moral 
and mental powers, his wealth and influence, and all 
the talents he possesses, to the furtherance of the king- 
dom of Messiah, and the extension of his. glor^ through 
the world ; and, whatever has a bearing, however re- 
mote, on this grand object, will meet with his cordial 
approbation and pecuniary support.- In promoting 
such objects, he yv\\\ not be, guided by the narrow and 
selfish principles of commercial policy^ but by the ar- 
dor of his love tb the unseen Redeemer, and by the 
consideration, that all he possesses was derived from 
the Divine bounty ; and will say with David, wjieh he 
distributed his treasures for rearing the temple of the 
Lord ; " All things come of Thee, and of thine ovm 
have W)e given theq.'' 
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n. Let us now inqture more pj^rticularly what pro^ 
portions d[ our worldly substance should be. (Mrectly 
consecrated to the service of God* 

This is fi point, which, in many ca^s, is difficult to 
determine ; and in some instances, it must .be Jefi to 
the. consciences of professed Christians fo decide, as in 
the sight of God, and as amenable to hitai— what por- 
tion of their riches should be directly apjpropriated to 
his service. But there are certain general principles 
which may be laid down, by which, every one who has 
expansive views of the itnportance of salvation, and 
thenobleness and generosity of the Christian characr 
ter, may be directed in tljis matter ; and by lyhich it 
may be made to appear, that ten times more than has 
generally been allotted ought to be exclusively conse- 
crated/to the honor of God, and the regeneration of 
man. In addition to the three propositions noticed 
above, the following, general maxims tnay be stated ;— 
1. Wealth is of use only according to the manner in 
which it is employed. 2. .It is by meahs of riches that 
the poor are provided for, thajt-the salvation of the gos- 
pel is brought mtp effect, and that th^ moral world, will 
ultimately be enlightened and regenerated. . 3. That 
we ought to give a portion of our. substance^ in some 
measiire corresponding to the importance and the mag- 
nitude of the object to which it is devoted. 4. That a 
comparatively small portion of wealth is adequate to 
procure every thing that is requisite to. the true happi- 
ness of man. 5. That all useless luxuries, and splen^ 
did equips^ge, intended only for mere pomp and show, 
should be discarded by every Christian. 6, That all, 
pr at least, the greater p^rt of the wealth which re- 
mains, after providing'in a decent and Christian, like 
manner for the pomfort of our families, should ber devor 
ted to the interests of the Redeemei^s kingdom, and the 
general improvement of the social state, in subordina- 
tion to this grand oiDJect. 7. That oUr chief object in 
acquiring riches should be, that we may haTC it in our 
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pow^r to cohsecrate a laige portion of it to the fur- 
theranee of thie grand objects to which I allude. Ta- 
king, the above and similar principles for granted, we 
may now descend to the consideration of a few plartic- 
ulars. 

. 1. The proportion of wealth commanded to be dedi- 
>catedto the service of God, under the Jewish econo- 
my ' • ^Qj.Q^ as involving a certain principle, 
by ' bedijrected in similar allotmejats un- 
^r dispensation. ^ 

I n, that the tenth part of the produce 

of 1 !anaan was required from the people 

for ice of the priests and Levites. " Be- 

hol i, "I have given the children of 

Lei ith of Israel for their inheritance, 

for which they serye."* This tithe 

the people paid both from the animal and vegetable 
produce of vtheir estates, fl'om the seed of the lands 
and the fruit of th^eir trees, from their goats, sheep, and 
cattlCyf Out of this tithe the Leyiies paid a tenth 
part to the priests,, for theirservices connected with tjie 
tabernacle or temple. J Besides this tithe which the 
people were ordered to^ pay to the Levite's, they^ wer6 
also to pay a tenth part of the remaining nine parts, 
of that tithe to make a feast in the court of the sanctu- 
ary, or in some apartment belongihg to it. At this 
feast, which was kept as an expression of their gratitude 
to (Jod for the bounties of his providence, they were to 
entertain, along w^ith their own families, some of the 
Levites.§ The priests were the ministers of Jehovah, 
who superintended the offerings at his altar, and con- 
ducted the worship of the sanctuary. The Levites were 
dispersed airiong the other tribes throughout every part 
.of Canaan, and had forty-eight cities allotted them, of 
which thirteen belonged to the priests. Their princi- 

'• y . - T 

* Numb, xviii. 21. 

tLevit. xivii.30. 2 Chron. xzxi. 5, 6. - 

t Numb, xviii. 25, 28. ■ \ 

% Deut. xii. 18, 18 ; jny. 32^27. Lev. xxviii. 31. 
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pal office was, to instruct ihe people in the lawr of 
(J^d, and to preserve i^d teach knowledge throughout 
the whole land. So that the tithe of the produce of 
die land was appointed not only for the support of the 
priests, but for the instructors of youth, and of all classes 
of the people throughput the tribes of Israel. 

Besides this regular tithe, the Jews were obliged to 
abstain from all the fruits that «rew on tr^es new 
planted, for the first three years, which were accounted 
as uncircumcised, and it was a crime for the owners to 
appropriate them.* The fruits of the fourth year 
were devoted to the Lord :. Ihey were either sent to 
Jerusalem, or, being valued, they were redeemed by a 
sum ^quiyalent paid to the priest, so that the people 
did not begin to enjo}'^ the produce of their fruit trees 
till the fifth year. They were likewise obliged every 
year to offer to God " the first of all. the fruits of tfie 
earth."f '* When the head of a family/' says Saurin, 
** walked in his garden and perceived which tree first 
bore fruit, he distinguished it by tying on a. thread, that 
he might know it when the fniits were ripe. At that 
time, each father of a family put that fruit into a bas- 
ket. At length, all the heads of families who had gath- 
ered sudh fruit in one town, were assembled, and dep^- 
uties were chosen by them to carry them to Jerusalem. 
These offerings were pu^ upon an qx, crowned with 
flowers, and the commissioners of the convoy went in 

P3mp to Jerusalem sinffing these words of the 122d 
salm, *I was glad wneh they said unto me, let us 
go up to the house of the Lord.' When arrived at 
the city they sung these words, * Our feet shall stand 
within thy gaties^ O Jerusalem.' At length, they went 
iito the temple, each carrying his oiffering on his shoul- 
ders, the king l^imself not excepted, a^ain singing, *Lift 
up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lifted up, ye ever- 
lastmg doors. Lift up yourtieads, O ye gates, and be ye 
lifted up, ye everlasting doors.' " The Jews were also 
obliged to leave tlie corn ** on the corners of the fields," 

♦ Lev. xix. 23. t Deat xxvL 3—18. 
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for th^ use 6f the poor,^ and in order to aroid the 
frauds which. mighf be practised in this case, it. was de- 
termined tb leave the sixHeth piart of the land as a just 
proportiori for the poor. Thex ears of ^orri which fell 
from the haiids in harvest, werfe <levoted to the same 
purpose ; and, the Jews held themselves obliged by this 
command of God, hot only to leaVe the poor siich ears 
of com as fell by chanpe, but to let fall some frjeely, 
and pf purpose for them to glean. The produce ot 
the earth, every ^seventh year belonged to the poor, at 
leastr the owner had no more rijght than those who had 
tio property.f This cotoma^nd is express, and the Jews 
have such an id^ti of this^precept^ that they pretend thei 
captivity in Babylon was a punishment for the violation 
of it. All debts contracted among the Jews were re- 
leased at" the end of every seven years ;s so thW ;a 
debtor that could. not discharge bis ^debts vtrithin seveii 
years, vi^as, at the end oCi that time, released from all 
Obligation to discharge it.J . To Igill these offerings and 
expensed are to be added e^ctraordinary expenses for 
sacrifice^ oblation^, journeys to Jerusalem at th^ sol- 
erim feasts, the half-shekeU tosthe sanctuary, and vari- 
ous other itctns connected with the political state and 
ceremonial worslrip of the Jews, so ..that more than one- 
fourth, and perhaps nearly (me-half of their incomes 
was, ki such ways, devoted.to pubHc and religious pur- 
poses. ; ' - - ' 
Now, if the tenth part, ,i^t least,* of the income^ of ev- 
ery Israelite was to be devoted, to such purposes, it 
would seem to follow, that nothing less than this pro^ 
portion should be>alk)tted by every Christian under the 
gospel dispensation^ for similar or analogous purposes. 
But it does not limit us to this proportion ; as there are 
obvious reasons why it should be much greater under 
the New Testament economy. If the propag^ation pf 
Divine knowledge within the narrow limjits of Judeii 
reqpiired such a proportion of the income of every in- 
dividud, while no mission^ were -appointed to surround- 
ing nations; much nK)re, it is evident, is required un- 

#Lev. xiji.9^ ' tlicV.xlv.. tJHvLx^.%/. 
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der the present disfien&raiioii, when we are eommuided 
to *♦ Go into all the world, and preach the gosplel to cv- 
^ creature," and when more t^ati six humlredi millioi!i8 
(» the earth*B population, are still immersed in Pagan 
and Mahometan darkness, ie[norant of ^th& true God 
and of Jesus Christ whom he hath sent." Th&exeiv 
tion now required ought to be in some nleasure pro* 

Ertjonate to the magnitude and extent of the wort to 
accomplished, and would require an 'expansion of 
heart, and the nianifestation of a spirit similajr' to that 
which was displayed on the . day of Pente(5o3t, when 
*^ajl that believed were together and had all things 
common, and sold their pohessixms'and goods^ and de- 
Voted' them to the cause of their Redeemer. If Christ- 
ians be really* in earnest, as they ought to be, wly 
should they heritate ,a moment on t£s subject ? If 
they see misery every where around them, and multi- 
tudes perishing in their sips, if they behold hundreds of 
millions of the heathen world, overspread vnth' moral 
and intellectual darkness^ and perishing for lack erf 
knowledge, if even the rude inhabitants of the Navi- 
gator^s wles, are seriding their urgent petitions from 
afar, saying, "Send over missionariei^ and help us;" 
if they iare sajring, almost in an agony, as they latety 
did to Mr. Williams, when he promis^ to come to Brit- 
ain for a supply^-*-" tVe shall perhaps die, we shall die, 
we shall die, before you can return ;" if Christians be- 
lieve that "the redemption of the soul is precious," and 
that the eternal happiness of immortal minds so far 
surps^ses in vahie, the floating honors of the worlds as 
^ heavens in height surpass the earth ; why should 
they remain in apathy or halt between two opinioner on 
this point? Let wealthy Christians come forward wit& 
a noble spirit, and- either consecrate a liberal portion 
of their riches, vrith cheerfulness, for such objects, or 
trite the only consistent alternative — Ihrow oAde altth 
getherthe Christian name; for a covetous Christiim id 
a iHiisance in die church of God, and a cpntrddictim in 
terms. ' 

Let us now consider the sums that might be raised, 
supposing only one-tenth of inccmie to be set apart for 
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the purposes of pkilanthropjr ukI religion. Supposing 
the population of Great Britain to amount to 16,000,0009 
and reckoning only 2,000,000 heads of families, or ^ 
eighth part of the "^ population to be connected with a 
Christian church ; and supposing farther, that only ene 
fiftieth of these, or 40,000, have incomes; averaging 
£500 f the tenth of those incomes \irould produce a 
sum of £2,000,000. Supposing the tenth^ part of the 
Femainin^ population^ 190,000, to have mcomes df 
£200 a year, the annual tithe would be £3,920,000. 
Suppose the remaining 1,764,000,. to have, at an aver- 
iage, £80 per annum, its tithe would amount^ to £14,- 
112,000, so that the whole of this supposed annual 
tithe of income would amount to above twenty mtZ- 
UoM of pounds, which is more than forty times the 
amoupt of the annual funds of the Bible, Missionary, 
and .other [^lanthropic societies in Great Britain, which 
do not amount to half a million. In this calculation, I 
have not takeninto account a million or two of grown- 
up) individuals, belonging to the different families in the 
kmgdom, who have separate establishments from their 
paretits, ajnd who might be supposed to contribute sev- 
eral millions of pounds. ' Nor have I taken into the 
c^culation several thpusands of the nobility and gen- 
tnr, who occupy the highest places of society— some 
of whom could afford frbm one to ten thousand popndt 
annually, and which would add A condderaUe n\imber 
of niillions to the sum above stated. If such giOms 
could be raised, without subtracting any substantial 
comfort from a single individual, how small is the num- 
ber of Christians worthy of the name, to be found in 
pur country ? since the fiftieth, or even the hundredth 
part of this sum can scarcely be raised among all the 
ranks and denomiqations of Religious society. But 
much more than even the above stated , pn^rtioQ 
ought, in numerous instances, to be devoted to religion 
a^ philanthropy. If, for example, a person has an 
income of £900. a year, I have no he3itation in sayings 
that, if he vrish to act ^s a steward imder God, for the 
distribution of his bounty, he ought tp consecrate, al 
least, £400 annual^ to the promatioa of'Christiani^ 
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mid general ipoprovement^ And, will any one aver, 
that the remaining £500 13 not sufficient to procure ev- 
ery comfort that, a< )*ationat or Christian character 
ought to desire. ' But the whole £900 it may he said, 
18 reiquisite lor the individual to keep up the dignity of 
his station. If keeping up the pomp and dignity of a 
station, is to be set m competition with the de;mands of 
reKmon, then let the individual take the world on his 
bacS and march off as far as he can from Christian 
8o!i»ety ; fbr^sttch persons have too frequently been a 
toest to religious asspciations. , Verily I say unto Ura 
he shall have his reward ; but, a rewarcj after which,! 
trust in God, I shall never aspire. Liet such remember 
the Divine admonition, "Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon." There is an absolute incompatibility be^ 
tween the 'service of the one and of the other ; and he 
who is tiot prepared to give up worldly maxims, pomp, 
And splendor, Und to devote his influence and his super- 
flous wealthy to the cause of religion^ ought not to as- 
iume the Christian name. 

2. The voluntary qtmtribtitions made at different 
timB^underthe^ Jewish economy may be considered aaa 
. guide i^ direct us in the Hberality which should be dis- 
played amoi^g Christians. 

When the taberhkcle was about to be reared in the 
wilderness, there was a noble display of liberality on 
the part of the people. " They came, both men and 
women, as maily ot were willing hearted, and brought 
bracelets, and ear-rings, and tablets, all jewels of goW ; 
and every man that offered, oflered an offering of gold 
to the Lord. And every man vi^ith whom was found blue, 
and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats hair, 
and red skins of rams and badger's skins, brought them. 
Every one that did offer an offering of silver and brass, 
brought the Lord's offering ; and all the women that 
were wise-hearted did spin with their hands, and 
brought that which they heed spun, of bliie, lind of pur- 
ple, and of scarlet, and of fine, linen, The rulers 
hroaght onyx stones, and atones to be set for the epbod» 
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und f<»r the breast-plate, and «pice; and oil foe the l^t; 
and for the anointing oU, and for the iweet iocente,'* 
^c.*" Such Avas the holy ardor of both sex^s, and of 
tdl ranks of the people^ in bringin£ forward these vol- 
untary ofierings, that it was jnc&ed expedient to issue 
a procIamatiQa to restrain their liberality. •* The» peo- 
ple brinff much more than enough for the service of the 
worir which the Lord- commanded to make. Add Mo^ 
sesgave commandment, and it was caused to be pro- 
claimed without the camp, sayinff, — Let neither man 
nor woman make any more work for the ofiering of 
the sanctuary .^t On this occasion, thie amountdf the 
offerings of gold and silver alone, was twenty^nine 
talents, and 790 shekels of gold, and 100 talents, and 
1775 shekels of silver, J which, reckoning according to 
the|)resen^ value of British money, wouM nearly equaT 
the sum of four hundred thousand -pouods.^ To this 
sum must be added the value of the vast ouantity of 
brass which was Used in the construction (h the ^Cfurt 
$nd furniture of the tabernacle— -^the rich embroidered 
curtains which covered it, and which surrounded the 
court; the jewels that were set in the High Priest's 
ephod and breast-plate, and various other materiids and 
utensils which are stated in th^ description of this sa- 
cred edifices-all of which must have amounted to as 
immense sum. * Yet all this treasure was brought finr* 
ward with the greatest alacrity, by a nation that num* 
bered little more than half a million of m^tei^, fixiln 
twenty years oW and upwards, and wliose whole pop- 
ulation must have been mferior to that pf Scotland, 

At the dedication of the tabernacle^ some tim^ after- 
wardsy the offerings of the twelve princes, or beads of 
the -tribes of Israel, were likewise uiotinificent, amountit 
iog m silver vessels to 2400 shekels of the sanctuary, 
and in goM vessels to 120 shekels, which, /reckoning 
the silver shekel at five shillings, and the gold shekel at 

* Exod. XXXV. ^—99. t xxxvi. 5, 6. t xxxviii. 24, 3S. , 

§ Bishop Cumberland calculated the amount in English coin, to be 

£183,568. But as this calculation Uras made about a century ago, thic 

sum requires to be more than doubled to express the priseitt valiie oi 

British money. 

16# 
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£SQ,* according to the pre9emt value of Brilisk fl|(£ey) 
would make £4200,* or £350, for each of the prin^. * 
Be^es these, there were likewise, offered imrty-i^ 
biilloeks, aivd ^16 sli^p, go^ts and laijtfbs, whidi would 
amount to about £800 more. At the dedication of the 
Temple, Solomon offered a sacrifice of 23,006 oxen, 
mm! 120,000.sheep,t ^bich, in value, was ec|ualtoiBore 
than £460,000, a sum which is^reater than the amount 
of the whol^ funds of the '' Bntish and Forei^ Kble 
Society,'* during the first nine or ten years of its exist* 
tece. When Hezekiah commenced a woA of refor- 
mation among the people of Judab, shnilar costly sac- 
irifices w^:^ voluntarily brought forward by the people. 
** The number of buliit offering^ which the coiigregatKm 
brought, was 70 bullocks, 100 rams, 200 lamb»; and 
the consecrated -things, 600 oxen, and 3000 sheep; 
which wpuM > equal in value about £ 1 3,000. These; 
aiid.4)ther. consecrated things, the people offered with 
the greatest cheerfulness add alacrity : >' For as soon 
as the commandment came abroad, the children <^ 
Israel brought, in abundance, tbe first fruits of corn, 
vnne, and oil, and honey, and all the increase of the 
fiekl, and the tithe of holy things, which were consecra- 
ted to. the ;Lord their God,'aiui laid them by heaps,'^ 
•o that Hesekiah ark) his princes when they saw^ the 
heaps which had been collected from every partof the 
jano, for four months, were filled with gratitude, and 
«^ blessedJehovah, and his people IsKtel." All these 
offerings fio^^ed from the .voluntary contributions of 
the people ; and, although the Almighty does not need 
« to eat the flesh pf bulls, or V> drink the blood of goats,** 
yet we^re commanded to offer unto God thanksgivii^, 
and to pay our vows to the Most High." These offer- 
ings, in connection \rith their typical references, were 

. * Aboufrtbe bfegitining of last centwry the Jewish silver shekel war 
Talued at 2s. 6d. and the gold shekel at £15, corresponding to the value 
of money at that period ; but as British money has increased in Talue 
since that time morethan one-half, the silver shekel ought hot to bcTal^ 
Qed at less than 5s. nor tire gold one at less. than J^30 o? British moneT 
ftt its present standard.— See Nim». viL 85-^88. 
:.t3Ghron.^ii. 5. r • . 

ldGhroD.xzix.32; zxzi^5-7. 
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iMtended' as a manife^ation of the gratitude of* the 
people to<Jod for all his goodness, and an evidence' of 
their desire to eo-opierate Siiith him in promoting his 
mferoifol and gracious designs'; and, with similar views 
oii&ht alt the contributions and offerings of Christian^ 
to be brought forward. ^ 

When Josiah, the great grandson of Hezekiah^ mad^ 
preparations for a Solemn passovef to th^ Lord,^he 
gave to the -people for the passover offerings, 30/)0Q 
Jambs and kids, and 3000 bullocks." ^ ** Apd his prin- 
ces gave rmllingly to the people, the priests and the 
Levites. Hilktah, Zechariah and Jehiel, rulers of the 
house of God,, gave to the priests, for the passover, of- 
fering, 2600 small cattle and 300 oxen.' Conaniah al- 
so, and Shemaiah ^nd Nethaneel, his brethren, and Ha- 
'shabiah, and Jehiel, and Jozabadj chief of the Levites, 
gave to the Levites for passover offerings, 5,000 small 
cattle, and 500 oxen.^ The expensfe of all theseoffeir- 
i^;s, according to the value' of such property in the 
present day, would amount^to abotft ene hundred thoU' 
sand pounds, of which 60,000 was given by the king. 
The offerings of the three rulers of the temple anK)unt' 
ed to £13,400,* or £4,350 to each ; and those of the six 
<?hiefsofthe Levites to £25,000^ which i^ about £4,166 
to each individual, which muSt certainly be considered 
as munificent donations,- when we consider, that they 
were contributed only fOr one particular solemnity.* 
And let it also be' remembered, that they were all vol- 
untary offetiugs, independent of ihe regular tithe arid 
ot)ier contributions required from Jewish worshippers. 
Where have we such munificeBt donations from those 
menibers of the Christian Church who have incomes 
of several thousands a year I If two or three philan- 
thropic individuals, in the course of a generation, be- 
stow such contributions for the interests of religion, it 
is considered as a kind of phendmenoti in the Christian 
world. Whetttbe Israelhes returned from Babylon td 

♦ In tlie estiitiate of the value of the oiieririgs hci^ given,' £16 ih al- 
lowed for the price of a bullock, £i for eacli of the small cuttle, £^ for 
a theop, and J&l for each of the lambs and kids. See 201ir6n. zzzv» 

7-ioT 
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Jerusalem in the days of Ezra^ v^e are mfbrmed by 
Ibat sacred hi3torian, that, when '< h^ w^i^hed the silver 
and the gold, and the vessels, the offering of the house 
of the Lord, which the king and his lords and all Isi^i 
there present had offered," it aii(iounted to ^ 650 talents 
of silver, and silver vessels an hundred talents, and of 
goki an hundred talents; also twenty basins of gold, 
of a thousand drams^ and two vessels of fine copper, 
plnecious aseold." The whole value of this dedicated 
treasure, calculated at the rate formerly stated, would 
amount to £76J,250.t 

But, the most munificent donation of this kind any 
where> recorded, is that of David, for the purpose of 
rearing a teilnple for the worship of Jehovah. In chap- 
ter xiii. <rf the first book of Chronicles, vei^se 14, we 
are informed j that David "in his^ trouble prepared for 
the house of the Lord an hundred thousand talents of 
gok},and a thousand thousand talents of silvier ; and of 
brass and iron without weight," and in chapter xxix« 
9^—9, it is stated, that beside this sum. there were given 
" three thousand talents of gold,/of the gcAd of (^hir, 
and seven thousand talents of refined silver to overlay 
the w^lls of the houses." His princes, captains, and 
the. chief of the fathers likewise "offered wHlii^ly ** 
to the amount in ^o2{Z of "five thousand talents and ten 
thousand drams, and of silver ten thoiHland talents^ 
and of brass eighteen thousand talents, and one hun- 
dred thousand , talents of iron/* The whole of these 
offerings, besides the brasd 6nd iron, amounted ia 
108,000 talents of gold, and 1.017,000 talents of ail. 
ver. Now, as the talent of gold has been estimated by 
some at £5^425, and the talent of silver at £342-^th!s 
whole of this treasure would not be much less than a 
thousand million^ ofpcmnds sterling . And we are tdd, 
that, in so far from being given with a grudge, " the 
people rejoiced, for that they offered willingly; because 
with perfect heart they offered willingly to the Lord ; 
and David the king also rejoiced with ^reat joy, and 
blessed the Lord before all the congregation," ascribing 

♦ Ezra viiL 36-97, 
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the whole of this treasure, and the liberal dispositions of 
the donors to Him who is the creator of heaven and 
earth, and tlie original source of every blessing. "All 
things come of thee, ai?d of thine ovm have we given 
thee^ All this store v(e have prepared to build thee 
an house,'for thy holy name cOmeth of thine hand, and 
is all thine onm/* 

■ Several other examples -mr^t have been produced 
to illustrate the liberality whnjh was displayed under 
the Old Testament economy, especially when <he peo- 
ple were stirred up to engage in a work of reforma- 
tion ; but' the above may suffice to show that much 
more liberal offerings^ were voluntarily brought forward 
in the Jewish church than ha Ve generally been contrib- 
uted under the Christian dispensation. And will any 
oae presume, to deny, that the liberality displayed by 
pious worshippers among the Jews, ought to be imita- 
ted by the faithful under the Jfew Testament econo- 
toy? The examples of the pious Israelites, in thi^ 
respect, were undoubtedly intended ks a pattern to the 
Christian ehurqh, and the offerings then n^ade may be 
considered as typical or embfematical of the more 
splendid offerings whicb^ would be exhibited by New 
Testament saints, when* ^ God shall appear in his glory 
to men, and build up the walls< of his Jerusalem," and 
cause "Zion to appear beautiful and glorious in the 
eyes of the nation^/' liet it not, however, be imagin- 
ed, that wre are mendy ta imitate the Old Tej^taineiit 
saifits, and to rise no higher in our contributions than 
what was requisite under that econumyi for Christiana 
are called to a much more arduous and extensive Wtk 
than the nation of Israel. The field of Divine labor 
in which Christians are called 4o be employed, "is the 
WoELD ;'' and the tenth part of this field has not yet 
been subdued or cultivated. And the call addressed to 
the church by Hiip who hath all power and authority 
in heaveji and on earth, is, "Preach the gospel to every 
creature." In proportion, then,, to the superior gran- 
deur and magnificence of the enterprise should be the 
munificence of the contributions by which it is to be 
acpomplished. . In this enterprise^ Christian femaks as 
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weH as males ought to beactiyely engaged ; and a 
ble example is set them by the femaje Israelites who 
took an active part in. preparing materials for the ttber- 
nacle in the wilderness* *VA11 the women that were 
wise-hearted,, did spin with their hands, and brpi^^ht 
that which they had spun of blue and of purple and of 
scarlet and of fine linen. They c^me both men and 
women as many as ^ere wilhng-hearted and broi]^bt 
bracelets and ear-rings and tablets, all jewels of gold, 
and offered them to the Lord." In this work (>{ faith 
and labor of love, • every human being, male and fe- 
male, young and old, ought to take a part, till the fab- 
ric of the Christian church be completely reared, and 
established in every region of the globe. . . 

3. The proportion of wealth which Christians should 
appropriate for the service of God, and the renovatioA 
of the world, may be deduced from the predictions of 
the ancient prophets. 

In those prophecies which have a respect^to the fu- 
ture glory of Messiah's reign, there are frequent refer* 
enoes to the treasures which will be birought forwaitl 
to promote th^ prosperity of his kingd^om. In the 
seventy-second Psalm, which contains predictions re- 
specting th^ prosperity and universal extension of the 
kingdom of the Redeemer, we are told, that " the kings 
of Tarshish and of the Isles* shall bring presents ; the 
kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts," and that 
^ the gold of Sheba" shall be brought asan offerii^ to 
his service— evidently implying that the conywts from 
among the Gentiles would consecrate a portion of their 
wealth fbi: the promotion of his ^kingdom, and that the 
treasures, thus devoted, would be large and munificenft 
in proportion to the rank and rictes of the donors. In 
the sixtieth chapter of Isaiah, 'this subject is introduce<^ 
and exhibited in every variety of aspect That por- 
tion of prophecy has for its object to delineate the pros- 
pierity of the gospel church in the latter days, its uni* 
versal extension, the joy of its members, and the rich, 
and diversified ^ts which wouU be voluntarily brou^ 
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(ofiii and devoted to its kiterests. '' The abundiMMse 
of th&sea," or t^ wealth conveyed in ships, ^ sliall be 
converted onto thee, the forces," or, as it should be ren- 
dered, ^ the tvealth of the Gentiles shall come unto 
thee; the multitudes of camels shall cover thee, the 
dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; all they from She-* 
ba shall come $ they shall bring gold and incense, and 
shall show forth the praises of the Lord.'' Gamek 
and dromedaries constitute the principal riches of a 
portion of Arabia, where the descendants of Midian 
and Ephah re^oded r &nd the country of Sheba was 
distinguished for its gold. Hence we are told by the 
pfophet Ezekiel, ^the merchants of Sheba traded i^ 
the fairs of Tyre in spices^ in gold, and-in all precioas 
stones."* " The flocks of Kedar shall be gathered to- 
gether unto thee ^ the rams of Nebiaoth shall minister 
unto thee ; thev shall come up with |icceptanpe upon 
wioe altar aw I virill gl6rify tbeJiouse of my glory." 
As the^lchief wealth of the Arabians consisted in their 
camels and dromedaries, so the wealth of the infaabit- 
anl8 of Kedar consisted chiefly in their flocks in which 
they traded with the merchants of Tyre as stated by 
the prc^het, ^\ The Arabians add all the princes 'of Ke- 
dar traded with thee in rams aiHl lambs and goats."t 

These descriptions plainly intidiate, that in whatever 
comBMxiities the riches of any people- consist, the con- 
verts of Zion will bring a large portion of the^ treas- 
ures, as an expression of their gratitude, to promote the 
hdnor of Grod, and the extension of his kingdoih; 
and, that they will Consider it as a matter of course, 
when they make a profession of their faith in the Re- 
deemer and enter the gospel churchy that they will 
tHJng ak>ng with them their worldly substance to be 
devoted to his service. .This is likewise stated in the 
following |>assa^e, ^Surely the isles shall wait for me, 
Mid t|ie ships of Tarshish flri^t, to bring thy sons from 
fiur, their stiver and their sold mth them unto the name 
of the Lord tny Grod, and to the holy one of Israel, be- 
cause be hath gbnfied thee:" The grand motive 
which will animate the hearts of these converts is htire 

t . . W !■ ' ■ ■ ■ —I I ■ ' ■ I I M 
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QXfNfessed — " Because he hath glorified ihee,^ Their 
b€(arts will be so inflamed and expanded with a sense of 
the grace and condescension of the Redeemer, with 
the importance of the great . salvation, and with the 
high dignity to which they are exalted as *' the sons of 
God," that they will consider the consecration of theif 
earthly treasures, as nothing more than a small expret-^ 
sion of their gratitude, "4;o him who loved them 'and 
washed them from their sins in his own bloody and who 
bath made them kings and priests 4o God and his Fa- 
ther." ItJs farther stated as a display of the mimifi- 
cence of Zion's. converts at that period, and of the eter- 
nal and spiritual grandeur of the church :-^" The g\ory 
of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree^ the pine 
tree and the box together, to bej^Utify the pl^ce of my 
sanctuary, and I will make the place of my feet glori- 
ous." Ihis description may denote, that the temples 
reared for the worship of Jehovah, and ev€ry thing 
connected with his service -will be beautified with 
ever)^ chaste ornament befitting the* sanctity of hia 
ordinances, and the enKgbtened views \ and improved 
b<mdition of the citizens of-Ziom Abd it may like- 
wise intimate, that persons endowed with splendSd ac- 
complishments, extensive knowledge, persuasive ek>* 
quence, and with heavenly disppsitiofts, wilt be ratted 
up to adorn the church of God, and to display the 
beauties of holiness, as the tiniber of the differeal 
kinds of trees here mentioned, adorned the.sanctuaiy 
and the most holy place in the temple of Solomon. lo 
both these respects, the riches of Zioh's citizei^ wiQ be 
required, and it will be abundantly supplied. 

The above stated predictionSt and several others 
which might have been quoted, evidently show, that, 
in New Testament times, when God is about ^ to op* 
pear in his glory to men "and "to repair the desola« 
tions of Zion," immense treasures of all descripticms 
will be voluntarily cpntributed by her coovierts to. pro- 
mote her prosperity and to accomplish the purposes df 
Divine benevolence. All that has hitherto been girea 
for the support of the true church of Christ, will bear 
no proportion to the vast treasures which will then be 



Digitized by 



Google* 



CHIUSTIAN0 ^S^VIA^ BB BIBECTED, 9iC, 193 

appropriated for promoting her extension and gloiy ; 
for they will then be increased at least a hundred fold. 
Hence it is declared in a subsequent passage of this 

frophecy : " For brass I will bring g^ldy and for iron 
wilt bring silver, and for wood brass, and for stones 
kon/' It is added, " I; will also make thy officers peace, 
atid thine exactors righteousness." The superintend- 
ents <>r overseers of the church will 1^ " n)ten fearing 
God and hating CQvetaumess" and "not given to. filthy 
lucre," so that the wealth consecrated to its use will be 

f)roperly distributed, add faithfully applied to the ends 
or which it is appropriated. In this respect,, they will 
form a striking contrast to many office bearers that 
have appeared in the church at difierent periods, v^ho 
are characterised by the prophet, as " greedy dc^d^that 
can never have enough, and shepher,ds that cannot im- 
derstand, who took to their own way, every one for his 
gain from his quarter." And whether this character 
may not apply to many in our day, demands the seri- 
ous condemnation of some of those who have bepn in- 
vested with the sacred office.* \ 
N,ow, if it is clea,rly predicted, that in the latter ages 
of the chuEch a vast proportion of wealth will be devo- 
ted to the interests of religion, it becomes us seriously 
to consider, whether we ought not, at this "moment to 
realize the accomplishment of such predictions, by com- 
iiig forward, with enlarged hearts and oiunificent oflfer- 
ings, to accomplish the gracioiis designs of the Most 
High. What a high honor wouM it be> fat surpassing 
every earthly distinction, to^lie considered as the special 

♦ Dr. Mosheim stages, Vith regard to the conduct of the bishops and 
presbyters of the third centiSrjr, that "though several yet cootiqued to 
txhibil to the world illustrious examples of primitive piety and Christ- 
ian virtue, yet many were sjink in- luxury and voluptuousness, puffed 
lip with vanity, arrogance, and ambition, possessed with a spirit of con- 
tention and discard, and addicted to many other vices, that cast an un* 
ileserved reproach upon the holy religion of which they were theunwor* 
thy professors and ministers.'* The same author, in his history of the 
sixteen^ century, states, " thift the greatest part of the bishops and 
canons patoed their days in dissolateminh and hixury, and squandered 
away in the graVification of .their lusts and passibn^, that wecuth which 
iiad been set apart 4br charitable and religious purpose's." 

17 ■■'■ . ■ ■> : -. ■■ ■ ■ 
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objects to which ancient prophecy refers, and that the 
Omniscient Jehovah should have us in his eye when he 
communicated his wiH, in the days <»f old, to the inspi- 
red, prophets ? What a dignified privilege is it that the 
E*eat Ck)d who has all the treasures of the universe at 
s command, should condescend to make us ** workers 
together with him " in accomplishing his merciful and 
beneficent' designs, and ^ to accept of the wealth we 
possess, as the meajis bv which his eternal purposes 
are to be brouclut into effect 1 Can any other applica- 
tion: of our riches procure us higher honor or telicity, 
either in time or through eternity ? And it is only our 
superfluous wealth which he demands, while he leaves 
Us every thing requisite to all the sensitive enjoyments 
which a rational and immortal soul ought to desire.. If 
\ie had right views of the true use of riches^ and of the 
noble eikls that m^y, and oi^At to 6e accomplished by 
them, w6 should esteem it our highest privitege. and 
delight to consecrate all vife posses^ to the glory of God, 
and the promotion of the best interests of mankind* 
We should fed a pleasure, not to be compared with 
selfish gratification, m beholding the Divine plans grad- 
ually acc6mplishing,ih'witnessing the diminution rfmor- 
al evil, and wretchedness, the expansion of the human 
mind by the propagation of Divine knowledge, and 
happiness diffusing itself among all ranks, and in every 
region of the elobe. Let Christians, then, seriously 
consider these tilings, and arouse themselves from that 
apathy and indifference into which they have been so 
long sunk., with respect to the legitimate applica,tion of 
their woridly treasures. JJet them consider whether 
the tran^torv pomp of this world, and "the honor 
which <^metn from men," ought to be $et in compe- 
tition with the prosperity of Zion, and "the honor 
which cometh from God alone." Let them consider 
whether " the lust of the eye and the pride of life,* 
costly furniture and splendid equipages, ought to be 
preferred to "beautifying Jehovan^s sanctuary, and 
making the place of his feet glorious ;*' in short, wheth- 
er selfish gratifications, and ** things seqn and tempo- 
sal,'' ought to be exalted idx>ve an incorruptible inheri- 
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tanoe, and those ^ things which, are unse^ and «ter- 
naL" . . 

Let OS consider, for a moment, the gross amount of 
what might be, and what ought to be raised, in Great 
Britain abne, for the purposes of religion aiid philan- 
thropy, I have already stated, on the ground of a very 
low estimate, (p. 183) that more thm twenty mil- 
lions of pounds might be raised by devoting . oTte tenth 
of income ta^such objects. But a^s there are multitudes 
of individuals, who oqght to devote the one-half of their 
incomes, when lai^e, to the service of God— ^on the 
principles now recognised and adverted to in the lan^ 
ffuage of ancient prophecy; we ought not to expect 
less than a hundred millions of pounds annually^ were 
wealthy Christians ta consider themselves as stew- 
ards for God, and to act in a manner worthy of 
the Christian name. It is a disgrace to that sacred 
name that so little has hitherto been raised for the 
great objects to^whibK money should chiefly be devo- 
ted. Shall fifiy millions of pounds be annually wasted, 
within- th^ limits of the British isles in the purchase of 
intoxicating liquors ? ShalV hundreds of niillions be 
raised for canying foij^ward the purposes of anibiiion 
and' warfare ? and shall only 21^ few droppings of over- 
flowing wealth, the mere lees ox s^m of abundant 
riches, be devoted to the noblest and most important 
objects that can engage the attention of man ? Fpr- 
bid it heaven ! That such has hith^o been the case, 
that sueh is the case at the present moment, is perhaps 
one of the most glairing inconsistencies, and.one of the 
foulest blots that disi^ures the Christian character, and 
the Christian church. 

It is now time that such inconsistencies and suph 
stains were wiped away from the face of the religious 
world, and that the folu^wers of Jesus begin- to act ^i 
consistency with their high character and their heav- 
enly calling. If we refuse^ to com^ forward, with ois^r 
treasures at the call o^ God, he may be. provoked to 
realize, in our experience, that 4enunciation recorded in 
the. ch&pter.to whic^ we have adverted. " The nation 
and kingcjopi that will not serve thee, (na^iely, tha 
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diUTch,) shaUperish^ yea, those nations shaH be u(l8r);f 
wasted." This denunciation immediately follows upon 
tfus declaration, " Thy giUes shall be open coittinuallyy. 
that men may bring unto thee the wealth of the Crev^leSf 
and that then* kings may be brought." if we hesitate 
long ii^ coming td a decision on thid poiiit, God may 
soon confer the honor of accomplishing his designs^ 
upon other tribes and nations whom we now despise. 
Many of the Christians in the Northern States of 
America, are now beginning to ej^ert themselves with 
a noMe generosity in the cause of Christian improve- 
ment. Evei;! the inhabitants of the Society Isles— so 
lately immersed in all the ignorance, si^rstition, and 
vices, pecuUar to the savage state, are contributing of 
their ou and other productions of their country, instead of 
moioey, for carrying forward missionary enterprises 
aoipng other unenlightened tribes ; and they ai*e per- 
'haps at this^mtoment contributing moye in this way, in 
proportion to their numbers and their wealth, than the 
inhabitants of Britain. The natives of the Navigator^s 
islands, lately deemed so ferocious that mariners werfe 
afraid to land iipon their coasts, are now lifting up their 
v<Mces from afar, and imploring missionaries t<^ instruct 
them in the knowledge of salvation, and offermg^ what- 
ever they cati afford of their substance for this purpose. 
And, ere long, these and other inhabitants of the Isles 
of the Pacific, may bring their most valuable treasures 
"to beautify the sanctuary of God," and to promote 
the extension of his kingdom. ^ For, such persons, and 
such focalities tome wttiia the range of prophetical 
description: "Surely the isles shall wiait for me^— the 
isles qfar off that have not heard my fame, neither 
have seen my glory, and they shall declare my gl6ry 
ttnong the Gentiles." "Sing unto the Lord a nevv 
Bon^ and his praise from the ends of the earth, ye that 
go down to the sea, the isles, and the inhabitants there- 
of; fet the inhabitants of the rock sing; let them give 
dory to the Lord atid declare his praise in the islands.^*^ 
Let British Christians, then, rouse themselves frotai 
theii" leth^ti^, and shake themselves loose from every 
tovfetous affiiiction ; let them coftie forth with cheerfid- 
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ness and alacrity, with their treasures in their hands, to 
be consecrated to the glory of Gkd and the renovation 
of the world ; let them trample under- foot with a no- 
ble heroisip every selfish maxim, and the fashion of this 
world that passeth away, and account it their highest 
felicity and honor to be instrumental in furthering the 
plans of Divine mercy and beneficence ; and great 
shall be their reward. For they who are the instru- 
ments of turning, many to righteousness, " sJiall shine 
as the brightness of the firmament^ and as the stars for- 
er and ever." 
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CHAPTER VI. 



ON THE BENBFira WHICH WOULD PLOW TO THE WORLD^ 
WERE COVETOUSNESS UNDERMnfEQ, AND AIT OPPOSITB^ 
PIUNCIFLE PRii VAILING IN CHRSBTIA^ SOCIETY. 

Wbr]b the covetous principle completely undermi- 
ned, fend, consequently, were wealth applied to its legit- 
irnate objects, according 4o the intention of the Crea- 
tpr,— every thing requisite to promote the physical 
comfort, and the moral, and intellectual enjoyment of 
man in this world, and his preparation for a future 
state of happiness, might, at no distant period, be spee- 
dily effected. Even the physical aspect of the globe, 
might be renovated, and its barren deserts transform- 
ed into a scene of fertility and beauty, so that " the 
wilderness and the solitary place," might be made "to 
rejoice and blossom as the rose.'' Although the inordi- 
dinate love- of money is " the root of all evil,** yet the 
proper distribution of it, on the foundation of Christian 
principles, may be pronounced to be the source of all 
good. 

We have already shown, that the^ almost universal 
prevalence of covetousness, has been the cause of most 
of the wars and devastations which hav^ convulsed the 
world, and the source of most of the evils and suffer- 
ings under which the human racQ have groaned in ev- 
ery age. And it might like^^ise be demonstrated, that 
the proper application of wealth would go far to un- 
dennine, and ultimately to destroy all such evils, and 
to diffuse amonc all ranks, a degree of happiness and 
comfort, which has never yet been enjoyed m any pe* 
nod, «ince man first violated the law of his Creator. 
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It is scarcely conceivable, at first view, what innumer* 
able benefits of every description, might be conferred 
on our fellow men, and on the world at large, bv an 
application, on liberal and Christian princip^s, o{ the 
ricnes which we at this moment possess. And, we 
may rest assured, that while we refuse to apply our 
treasures to the objects to which I allude, we do every 
thing in our pjower to frustrate the designs of our Crea- 
tor in bestowing upon us such treasures, and to coun- 
teract the benevolent operations of his moral govern- 
ment. 

A work of immense magnitude, however, requires to 
be accomplished, and vast exertions are indispensably 
requisite, before physical and moral evil can be under- 
minedy ond the way prepared for the universal im- 
provement of mankind, and the spiritual regeneration 
of the world. But man has moral and intellectual 
powers and treasures of wealth, fully adequate to the 
ent^prise, arduous and extensive as it is ; and, under 
the agency of the Divine Spirit, who is promised to 
work mus both "to will and to perform the good pleas- 
tire of €k)d," he is able to accomplish every thing to 
which we allude, provided he is willing to consecrate 
his energies and his treasures to this woi^ of faith and 
labor of love. 

But, let us now attend more particularly to some de- 
partments of the twrk to be accomplisheo, and to < the 
means to bring it into effect. 

1. Were covetousness undermined, and an opposite 
principle acted upon, abundant provision would be made 
for the external comfort of the poor find destitute. 

The God of nature has displayed his exuberant 
goodness towards our world in every age, in "giving 
rain from heavien, and fruitful seasons,** and in supply- 
ing the inhabitants of every clime with what is requi- 
site for their subsistence and comfort, though the eiMrth 
has yielded the harvests of six thousand years, it hair 
never yet lost its fertility, but pours forth its fruits, ev- 
ery aujtumii^ in rich, abundance ^ and coukl affoid sus^ 
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tenance for hundreds of millions more than have ever 
at any one time, traversed its surface, since the days of 
Noah. Yet we find thousands and ten thousands 
pining in poverty and want ; not only in l^leak and bar- 
ren deserts, bqt in the most fertile countries, and in 
the middt of plenty and splendor ; and, in some ins^ui- 
ces, absolutely perishing for lack of the necessaries of 
life, while pride and opulence are rioting within their 
view in luxurious abundance. 

At this very moment, in Ireland, and especially in the 
county of Limerick, the poor are literally dying of 
want, by hundreds. *'The present state* of the poor 
in Ireland," ^says a member erf* Parliament, "is terrible 
not only to behold, but even to contemplate. In this 
neglected country, the poor arc thrown on the indus- 
trious classes for relief in their wretchedness, sas the 
rich not oiily guard their mansions by hi^h walls, and 
surly porters, but actually drive the poor creatures 
away with does. In America, clearing the estates^ 
means cutting down the timber, but here it means, cut- 
ting down human life. The poor, when driven frona- 
their homes, have no asylum to fly to^ but to leave their 
country, or lie down and die." 

Mr. Ingles, in his "Journey throughout Ireland, in 
1834," gives the following description of the wretched* 
ness he witnessed, in the same district, to which we 
now allude. 

• "Some of the abodes I visited, were garrets, some- 
w^re cellar's, some were hovels on the ground floor, 
situated in narrow yards or alleys. I will not speak 
of the filth of the places; that could not be exceeded 
in places meailt to be its receptacles. Let the worst 
be imagined, and it will not be beyond the truth. In 
at least, three fourths of the hovels w^hich I entered, 
there was no furniture of any description, save an iron 
pot, no table, no chair, no bench, no bed-stead— two^ 
three, or four, little bundles of straw with perhaps, one 
or two scanty, or ragged mats were rolled up in the 
corners, unless when these beds were found occupied^ 

♦ Nbvember, 1835. ^ 
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The knnates, were, some of them old, croc^^d, and 
diseased, some younger^ but emaciated, and surround- 
ed by starving children, some were grttiog on the damp, 
ground, some standing, and some were unable to rise 
Som their little straw he^ps. In scarcely o|ie hovel, 
could I find even a potatoe. Jn one which 1 entered, 
I noticed a small opening leadihg into ai> inner room. 
I lighted a piece of paper at the embers of a turf which 
lay in the chimney, and looked in. It was a cellar 
wholly dark, and about twelve feet square, two bun- 
dles of straw lay in two cornei's ; on one sat a bed-rid* 
den woman ; on another lay two n^ked children — lit- 
erally naked, with a torn rag of so^e kind thrown over^ 
them toth. But I saw worse than even this. In a 
cellar which I etitered, and which was almost quite 
dark, and slippery with damp, I found a man sitting 
on a little ^aw dust. He was naked ; he had not even 
a shirt ; a filthy and ragged mat was around him. This 
man was a living skeleton ; the bones all but protrud- 
ed through the skin ;_ Jie was literally starving. 

In place of visiting forty hovels of this descriptira, 
I migiit have Visited hundreds. In place of seeing, as 
I did, hundreds of toen, women and childreii, in the last 
stage of destitution, I niight have seen thousands. I 
entered the alleys and visited the hovels, and climbed 
the stairs at a venture; and I have no reason to be- 
lieve that the fcwly which I visited, were the abodes of 
greater wretchedness than the hundreds which I pass- 
ed by. I saw also another kind of destitution. The 
individuals I have yet spoken of were aged, infirm or 
diseased ; but there was another class fast approach- 
ing infirmity and disease, but yet able and willing to 
earn their subsistence. I. found many hand-loom wea- 
vers, who worked, frpm five in the mbmmg till eight at 
night, and received from a task-master, from half a 
crown to four shillings a week. Many of t^ese men 
had wives and families; and 1 need scarcely say, that 
confinement, labor, scanty subsistence, and despair, 
were fast reducing these men to the condition of the 
otfiers, upon whom disease and utter destkution had 
ah'eady &id their hands. The subsistence of theso 
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lAen ct)iisisted of one scanty m^al of dry potatoes dai- 
ly/' " To keep the bodies ftnd souls of these misera- 
ble creatures together, many a humane citizen contrib-^ 
utes more than the noble owner of all the property." 
' Yet all this happens in a Christian land I where 
thousands are wallowing amidst overflowing wealth ! 

In the city of Naples, there are above 30,000 per* 
sons, distinguished by the appellation jMxzarani, the 
greater part of whom, have no other home than the 
earth for a floor, and the sky for a ceiling, who sleep 
every night under porticos, piazzas, op' any other kbd 
of sfhelter they can find. Although they are the object 
of detestation to travellers, yet they are in fact mere- 
ly the poorer class of laborers, who, attached to no par- 
ticular trade, are yet willing to work, and to take any 
job that is offered. If they ai^e idle, it is not their owii 
fault; since they are continually running about the 
streets begging for employment. ' If they are ignorant 
and debased, and frequently addicted to pilfering, it is 
more their misfortune than their crime; for no provis- 
ion has been made for their instruction, nor arrange- 
ments for supplying them vi^ith the work they are wil- 
ling to perform ^ although they are surrounded with 
12,000 ecclesiastics living in opulence and splendor, 
and with numerous nobility rioting in extravagance' 
upon princely fortunes. ' Those of theni who have 
vnvesand families live m the suburbs of Naples, near 
Pensilippo, in huts, or in caverns or chambersdug out of 
that mountain. 

These people, however^ wretched as they are, have 
had a certain degree of moral influence. In opposition 
to the measqres of the court, they prevented the es- 
tablishment of the inquisition ; and such was their dis- 
interested patriotism, that they generously offered their 
services to save their sinking country from the French 
invasion, while the nobles had meanly abandoned the 
breach and for'saken their sovereign ; and, it was mere- 
ly owing to the want of leaders, that they reluctantly 
submitted to inaction. To what causes, then, but ta 
criminal apathy and aoartce^ are to be imputed the des- 
titute and miserable state of these Lazzar6ni, — since 
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tl)e surrounding country is fertile apd delightAil ; since 
wealth is flowing in streams around them, and the fit- 
ter of pomp and equipage, is continually before th^ir 
eyes.* . . 

Even in the Britiish metropolis, and other cities of 
the empire, scenes not altogether dissimilar to the 
above, are frequently to be found. According to the 
satements of Dr. Colquhoun, there are in London, up- 
wards of 20,000 persons, who rise every morning, with- 
out employment, and rely for maintenance on the ac- 
cidents of the day. 

Were w^ to inspect all the narrow lanes, the cellars, 
garrets, and hovels, connected vrith Liverpool, M an-* 
Chester, Bristol, Newcastle, Dublin, Cork, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Dundee, and other British towns and cities, 
we should find the most appalling scenes of destitutiim 
and wretchedness, of which three fourths of our popu- 
lation, and especially the higher ranks, can form no 
conception. Indeed, wherever we. turn our ^yesi, 
whether in the country, the village, or the crowded 
city, we never fa,il Jo behold multitudes of the blind, the 
lame, the diseased, and even the healthy, in a state of 
penury and detstitution — ^many of them only half-cov- 
ered with rags, and exposed, houseless and forlorn, to 
the nipping frosts, andjio all the inclemencies of the 
season. Many of these wretched creatures are im- 
moral ,and depraved ; ))ut the cause of this is not so 
much to be attribiited to the individuals themselves, as 
to the arrangements of general society. Society has 
never yet provided for such, the means of education, of 
moral training, of employment^ (h: what is necessary 
for their comfortable subsistence ; and general society 
is, therefore, accountable in part, both for the misery 
they suffer, and the crimes they occasionally commit. 

An America^ writer, who very lately visited Italy, 
and other countries in Europe, makes the following 
statements in reference to the city of Naples. " I have 
heen struck repeatedly with the little value attached 

♦ It is a proverbial saying among the «th6r Italians, that " Naplea 
is a paradise inhabited by deyils.'^ 
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to him^an liTe in Italy, - L have seen several 6f*the^ 
houseless Lazxaroni literally dying in the streets, and- 
no on^'.curioas enough to lopk at them. The most 
dreadful sufTerings, the most despairing cries^ in the 
of>en squares, are passed as unnoticed as the howling 
of a doffi The day before yesterday, a woman fell, in 
the^ Toledb, in a fit, frothing at 4;he hiouth, and livid 
with nain : and though the. street was so crowded that 
way whh difficulty, three, or four ' 
re the Only persons seen looking at 

re, ;to perceive, that were covetous-p 
nfd a godlike generosity substituted 
M miserable and revolting scene* 
world. We should -no longer be- 
md benighted wanderer hung with 
st the blasts of winter, and repo^g 
1 the streets under the Open cand- 
le bKnd and the dumb, the halt and 
.M^^iMCM'N'^) TT»..uv.ring along our streets and highw^y^ 
firiendless and forlorn, ia,nd destitute of the comforts 
which every human being ought to enjoy. But, on the 
other hand, those whom God has blessed with abun^ 
dance, would, like Job, be t*^yes to the blirtd, feet to 
the lame, and a (father to the poor. :, The blessing, of 
them who are ready to perish would. come upon them, 
and -they woiild cause the widow's heart to sing with' 
joy." , . • -^ 

It is not, however; by bestowing money directly on 
the poor, except in certain urgent cases, — ^nor even by" 
endowing alms-houses, or asylums^ except ^or' the' 
blind,t the aged, and the^ infirm, who are unable to 

,^^ , " __j > ^-L-^ -i- 

* '^Pcncimngs by the way." 6y N. ?. WHlis, Esq., 1835. 

t Even the bTind may, in many (ia^es, be usefiilly employed. . We 
ha?e had several celebrated Lecturers and teachers of science, who ht^i 
been either blind from their birth, or had lost their siffht at a very early 
Mhriod, such as Professei* Saonderson, Dr. Moyes, IVfr. >t>avidson, Mr. 
uough, and ot^eret, whjO.were the means of coinznunjcating-p<)pijklar ia* 
struction in science, to. many thousands in different countries. . Sucb^ 
persons, among the lower ranks, have been usefully employed in biask- 
et making, weaving, and other o^upations ; and in such exercises^ have 
kk «njoyment9 which .they could not otherwise have experienced. . v ' 

18 
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"Work; but by affiirding employment^ and a {MPoper re» 
muneraticai for labor, tq all who enjoy heakh afid vigor 
of body and mind. For every homan beit^ ought to 
be actively employed in something which contru[>utesi 
to his own benefit, and the good of others. An abso- 
lutely idle person, is both a burden to himself, and a 
Quisance in society ; and he never can feel the sheets 
of true enjoyment. It is contrary to the evident design 
<rfthe Creator, in bestowuig upon us both physical and 
moral powers, that any class of these powers should 
remain dormant or unemployed. And, therefore, the 
plan of cooping up hundreds of healthy persons in hos- 
piti^s and poor houses, without being employed in reg- 
ular mental and bodily exercises, is evidently contrary 
to nature, and consequently^ subverave of true happi- 
ness. 

The true methbd of promoting the comfort of the 
poor, is to furnish tliem with the means of instruction 
and eOiployment, to provide them with comfcwtable 
Imbitations, to teach them the rules of economy, tem- 
perance, and moral order, and to aee that their children 
be properly educated in, the different branches of use^ 
fill Knowledge, and in the doctrines and duties' of reli- 
gion. There are many ways by which such objects 
miffht be accoihplished, either bv opulent individuals^ 
or by society at large< In the building of churches, 
schools, )ecturerixK)ms; and work-shops, throughout the 
country, wherever they are required ; in the cultiva^ 
tion of waste grounds, the draining of land, the forma- 
tion of roads, and comfortable foot pttbs throughout 
every part of the country; in forming public walks 
around viUages and. towns ; in erecting new towns and 
villages on spacious and improved plans ; in erecting 
work-shops and manufactories for ail kinds of clothu^ 
^M furniture ; in distributing gas-pipes throughout vi^ 
lages, and along the hi^ ways, for illuminating the 
country, abd cheerinff the traveller under the cloud of 
Bight ; — ^in theses and many other operations, all the 
poor who now infest our streets, and burden our pub- 
lic charities, and pass a miserable and useless existeace, 
might be comfortably empkr^. And, while niiaery 
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wouU, thus be.piievented, a^d happmesd dil$iisedy im- 
provements might be carried on to aa inde&oite extent^ 
the physical aspect of our glob^, might be transformed 
into a scene of beauty and fertility, and "the desert 
ma^Q to rejoice and blossom as the rosi^." 

. In the cases npw alluded to^ and iii many other re^ 
spects, mvich requires to be effected, before society be 
tborpughly improved, and before the scene of external 
nature be decorated with all the beauties and conve- 
oiences of which it is susceptible^. Bbtsuch improve- 
ments ought not to be engaged in, naei^ely from the 
sordid views of deriving pecuniary profits ; but from 
a desire to do good to our fellow-men ; to remove nui- 
sances both from the physical and moral world, to em- 
bellish the city, and the country, and to promote the 
general advancement of society, in knowledge and 
vu'tue. ' 

It is evident, then, that were such views bf the ap- 
plication of wealth to pprvade general society, or-were 
even'g few opulent individuals to act in accordance 
with them, an important change would soon take place 
in the asp>ect, both of tbe physical and tlie moral world. 
Those scenes of sqUalid misery and destitution, which 
^tre now to be seen in every dty, town, and village ; 
those pitiable objects that 6w4rm in our markets and 
fairs, in our streets and high ways ; and those wretch- 
ed cellars and hovels, unfit for the abodes even of the 
lower animals, now inhabited by human beings, would 
^re iong <lisappear from the world. The cries of misr 
ery> and the voice of hiouming and sorrow, would be 
changed into the voice of cheerfulness, and into songs 
of thanksgiving and joy. Every returning year, new 
beauties, conveniences, and improvements, wouM, be 
seen rising to view iii every comer of the land, and 
harmcmy, and Jrioral order would gi'adually pervade ihe 
various ranks of society. ' 

, And, is hoarding up wealth in bags or coffers, or 
wasting it in vain i^bow and extravagance, to be set in 
competition with sucb scenes of beauty and' general 
enjoyment ? Surely every philanthropic heart, and ev- 
ery sincere Christian possessed of riches, in oontribu* 
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tiog to flfuck objects, would feel a pleasure ia beholding 
such resiiks, far surpassing what can ever be etperien- 
^eedm indulging in "the prid^ of life," and in chiming 
in with ''the f^mon of the worfd which passeth away.*' 
And, we have already proved, in %h^ preceding chap- 
ter, that it is in the power of thousands, to be instru- 
mental in bringing about '* a cnnsumniation, so devoutly 
to be wished ;" and, it i^ to be hoped, that with the 
power, the will wHl not be wanting, and that, ere 
long, they will " shake themselves from the dust," and 
wise to vigorous exertion in the cause of God, and in 
promoting the bests interests of meil, 

2. The subversion of covetousness would prepare 
the way for remedying many physical emlsy and pro- 
moting improvements for the convenience and comfort 
of general society. 

. To some of these improvements, I have alluded 
above ; but it may not be inexpedient^ to enter a little 
more particularly into the consideration of this- topic. • 
This VBorld, when it was first arranged by the hand 
of the Almighty, was completely adapted a^ a habita- 
ti<Hi f^r a creature formed after his image. Its ar- 
rangepaent was the result of Infinite wisdom and good- 
ness ; and, therefore, must have presented to View ev-* 
ery thii^ that was harmonious, beautiful to the. eye, 
and adapted to the setisitive and intdlectual enjoyment 
qS. man. Hence we are told, that, upon a, survey of all 
his works, in this> lower creation, "God saw everything 
tl^at he bad made, and behold, it was very good." 
This beautifuLarrangement of the face of, nature, in all 
probabihty, continued during the greater part of the 
period which iiltervened between. the creation and the 
deluge. But, whenjhe flood came, ** the fountains of 
the great deep were broken up," — ^^the interior strata of 
the earth were: disrupted, mountains and rocks were 
hurled *?into the midst of the sea," and rolled from one 
contin^t to anoriier ; the whole.solid crust of the'^globe 
appears to have been .shaiterjBd,.apd thrown into con-^ 
fusion, ^id its surface transformed into one wide.aod 
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bomidless ocfean. After the waiters of the'deldge had 
abated, the^irtliwas left to Nodh and his descendaiits, 
as Qne vast and frightfiil ruin, overspread with imtnerisia 
deserts and marshes^ and rugged naoumains disrobed 
of their verdure. For, \<rehave reason to befiev^, tha;t 
the greater part of the dry land v^hich existed before 
the floods now forn^s tt|e bed of the ocean. This ruin 
of a former beaijitifurworld, sihc6 that period, has b^en, 
in many of its parts, brought into a certain state of cul- 
tivation, in proportion as its inhabitant^ have risen from 
barbarism to dviMzation. Biit' a great portion of the 
^lobfe, is stiH covered with immense deserts* and almost 
mterminabte forests, flt only for the habitation of the 
beasts of prey ; and even those CQuptries which have 
been partially cultivated by the nfipre civilized class of 
huipan beingSj are -far short of that improvement cif 
which they are susceptible; or, X)f what must have 
been their appefarance, when the e^rth was fresh from 
the hands'of its Creator, and smiled with ^11 the bead- 
ties of Eden; ' ' 

The' sin of man was^^ the cause of thfe original struic- 
ture of the earth being deranged, and its beauty defa- 
ced ; and, in proportion as man advances to a confonn- 
ity to the Divine inlage, after which he was originally 
created, — will his habitation approximate to th6 beauty 
and order which appeaired in the first creatidn. But, 
**this sore travail hath God given to the sons of men to 
be exercised therewith," thai they must iiow exert their 
6wn genius and physical energies, in beautifying their 
habitations, and reducing the ^obe to an approtimft- 
tion to, its original state.' And, in proportion as Christ- 
iajfiity and civilization have prevailed, such objects fiave 
been partially accomplisherd. But the greater part of 
the world still remains as a desolate waste, or a majes- 
tip ruin; and, even whei*e the hand of civilizatibn hia 
began to operate, little coriiparativejy has been efl^- 
ed ; for thfe fields are scarcely half cultivated, and there 
is not the fifth part of the conveniences and cotaforts 
provided for the' great mass of the world's inhabitants 
which they ought to enjoy. It is possible to transform 
the^arthmlb a terrestrial paradise, or at tettst initx 
18* 
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fomething fipproachiilg k. What has already been 
done is an earnest, and prelude of w^t may atiU b^ 
achieved were wealth applied in accordance with the 
intention of (Sod, ami were all the physical and ifitel- 
lecMial enei^ies of ipan concentrated upon such an 
object Let us look at New England, which, only 
abiout two centuries ago, was one .iihnoense forest^ 
without the least cultivation, inhabited by ft few savi^« 
ges. From ^ small colony of^only ja hundred individu- 
als, these states have increased to two millions of souls. 
Most of the forefiits have been (?ut down, the JSeids cul- 
tivated apd adorned^ and hundreds of towns, temples, 
seminaries, and splendid public buildings noAv diversify 
and adorn a scene of activity which was formerly <<a 
vast howling wilderjuess," where none but rude Indians 
andjtbe beasts of the forests roamed for their prey. 
Dyen in our pwn country,. in the days of Julius Caesar, 
the inhabitants were rude and barbarous ; .^tbey paint- 
ed their bodies ; they were clothed in the skins of 
beasts ; they dwelt in huts and caves in the forests and 
marshes ; the land was .overspread with thickets and 
barren wastes* and no towns, cities, or splendid edi& 
ces,.8uch as we now behold, were to l^ /ound in any 
quarter of Brjtain^i which now stands in the first |-ank 
of Christian an<) civili;sed natiqijis. It only requires a 
fittle more beneficent exertion, and the whole British 
Islands might be changed into a scene of beauty and 
.fi^rtility little inferior to. that of Eden* Nay, in a veiy 
diprt periods all the uncultivated wastes of the ^ob^ 
iQJght be adprj;ied with every rural beauty and every 
wMerness made to bud and blossom as the rose. The 
money wbiph h^ been spent in t(?ar/w^c, dvring^ the 
last century, by Great Britain alpne, amounting to 
nearly . two thousand milUons cf poundSy would have 
gcme a great way . towards demyingthe expeQse oi 
every thing requisite for transforming almpst all the 
desolate wastes of the ^lobe into scenes, of beauty an4 
vegetation. And, it is m the power of the £ur9pean 
aations — nay, ahnost in the power of Britain herself— 
■were wealth directed into its proper channels, to ac- 
oopipUA Qi&ar{y all that > now stated, dai7«ig the Ji^xt 
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kalf 'contjary, if they would at this moment shake off 
the trainmels of a/Mtiori and (tvarice^ and arise to fac^ 
ly and beneficent e;i^ertions. If ever »Uch a period as 
the scripture^millennium arrives, it will be^ishered in by 
such physical improvements, ii^ simultaneous combina- 
tion vrith.the instruction df all 3^anks,,the energetic 
preaclupg pf the ^spel, and the universal extension oi 
the revelation of God among all nations. ^z 

Let us now consider for a moment, some of the 
^Tils of the social state which should be retnedied, and 
the improvements which sjhould be carried into, effect. 

If we Ipok into our cities and towns we shall fiod 
them abounding with many nuisances and ineonve* 
niences — narrow streets, dirty l^nes, wretched cellars;, 
and ^oyels crowded with human beings^ whole families 
with their miserable shreds, of furniture cQpped up in 
one narrow apartment, amidst gloom, filth, and disor- 
der' — ^no conveniences for washing, bleaching, or. for en- 

toying the cheerful light of heaven and the refre^shing 
)ree?e. , In such situations, numerous^ di^ease^ are en* 
gendered, the.ti;ue enjoyment of life- prevented, arid the 
period of human existentje cut short, by nearly the 
one-half of its average duration. If.we inspetit many 
of our villages, we shall find sjmilar evils tending to 
human wretchedness ai^d debasement. And^ if we 
cast oiir eyes over the country, we, shjall find a glai'ing 
deficiency of comfortable roa^s, and foot p|iths, and w 
comfortable dwellings for the industrious poor, a want 
of bridges for regular intercourse between villages, 
and a want of toweri or places of shelter to the 
weary traveller, either from the heat of the sui^, or frona 
rains and storms, besides marshes that might be 4raic^ 
ed, moors that /might be cultivated, and many deso)ate 
wastes that might be turned into fertility .and yerdure, 
and beciome the seats of an industrious and happy pop^ 
ttlation. . « 

Now, all these and similar evils might be removed, 
and the requisite improvements carried forward, were 
the principle of avarice undermined, and a noble gene- 
rosity to pervade ^e minds of the opulent and influent 
tial class of the community. Were societies formed 
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for proinoting such objects — not for the purpose of 
gain or f he mere employment of surperflilous capital^ 
but for the purpose of general improvement, and af- 
fording employment to the industrioqs laborer, we 
might nave roads and fbot pathr intersecting the coun- 
try in every direction, broad, smooth, and cleanly, and 
adapted for comfortable travielling and |)leasure walks, 
at all seasons of the year — Cottages and gardfen-plots, 
furnished with every requisite convenience for the ac- 
commodation of the industrious clksses— our mtehes 
drained and covered with corn— our heath-clad TiiHs 
adorned with ever-greens and fniitfiil trees— our nar- 
row dirty lanes, where men are huddled togietlier like 
rabbits in their cells, completely 'demolished--t<Kir cojr- 
fined streets expanding into cresent's and spdciotid 
squares — new towns arid villages arising on ample and 
improved ^lans— canals and rail-ways mtersbcting the 
couHftiY,'in every direction, where they are i*equired-^ 
schools lEirid seminaries of a'l descriptions, churches, 
lecture rooms, work ^hops, manufactorifes, and Asylums 
for the aged and infiraw-^iversifyirig the rural land- 
scape — «nd the onc6' barren desert rejoicing amkl^ 
luxuriant verdune, and vsrith the hunt of human voices 
and of ceaseless activity. .' ' 

That such improvements wil| be carried forward in 
the days of thiir millennium, or prior to jits oommencei 
ment, ^ppeaffe from certaii^ predictions which have a 
refeitence to that period. *<in tho§^ days,"" says the 
prophet Isaiah, "they shair build houses and mhabit 
them, aiid plan^ vinej^ards aqd eat the fruit of them. 
They shall not build and another^ ihhabit ; they shafi 
not plant, and another eat ; for as. the days of, a tree are 
the days of my people, and they shall king enjoy the 
work of their bands. They shaH not labor iiii vain, nor 
bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed of the 
blessed of thfe Lord, and their offepring with them'.'** 
" Then shall the earth yield her increase, and" God, 
even our own God, shall ble$s us." *'Then shall he 
give the rain of thy seed, that thou shalt sow the ground 
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Withtil, and bfe^d of the increase of. the earth, and k 
-Bhall(i)(B fat and plenteous; and in that iday thy cattle 
shall feed in * large pastures. . The SQ,ed shajl be pros^ 
perous, the vine shall give her fruit, and the ground 
shall give her increase, and the heavens shall give their 
dew; the evil beasts shall cease out of the' land ; kod 
they shall sit evtery man under his vine and fig tk:ee, 
and none shall make Mm afraid-; for behold, I create 
Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy." The 
same thing may be intimated in the follbv^^ing passages 
which tefer to the siime period :—" Jjdi the fields be 
joyful, and all that is therein, let the hills be joyful to- 
gether! thehdhdl all4he trees of , the wood rejoice bor 
fpre th6 Lord; for he cometh ^o jndgie the earth.''* 
" I will open rivers in high places and founjakis in the 
midst of the valKeis, I wiU niake the ^wilderness a pool 
of water, and the dry land springs of water. I will 
plant; in the wilderness, the cedar, the shittah tree^ 
,and the ijoyrtle, and the oil-ti^e» I WiH set in the 
desert the fir tree and the box together; that ttiey 
may . seev and know, aiid ceiisider thkt tlie hand /of 
the Lord hath don© this."t *' I; will malte a way in the 
wilderness. and riv^f's in the diesert.'* "Siiig, O heav- 
ens j and be joyful, O earth, and break forth \ntosin^ 
ing, O mountains, ye forests, and every tree therein* 
"Ye shall go out With joy, and be led^forth with peace ; 
the mountains and hills &hall break'^forth, before you 
ihto singing, and all the' trees of the fielcis shall dap 
their hat^ds. Instead of the thorn shall' come up the 
fir tree, and, instead of the briar shall come up the 
myrtle tree." J "And tl\ey sh^ll build the old wastes, 
they shall raise, up the former desolations, and they' 
lAali repaijr the waste Cities, the desolations of many 
generations."' 

^ Although several of the kst quoted passages may 
t)e ccwtisidered as having i reference to the spiritual 
renovation of the world, vet the Zitera? iiieaniitg is not 
to be altogether excltldea.' For the external comforts 

of miinkind and the natural' embellishments of the 

.- ' > . ^ .. ■ , ' . ■ •. ' '- ./•('"-- \ ,' 

♦ taalmxcvi. ^ f Isaiah-^xli. 18. tWaiahlv.l^. 
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earth go hand in hand with the reception <of Divme 
truth, arid' the majnifestation of Christian virtaea. 
Wherever the gospel, comes in its power anjl ijeneWii^ 
influence upon the heart it sooner or later, brings alon^ 
with it the blessiqg^ of civilization^ and leads to the 
abandonment of rude and savage practices— to the 
improvement of the soij, aqd to the rearing of cjeaiily 
yillag€(s and c6mfortabie habitatbns. Th^ may be 
seen in the pjroigress of Christianity in Southern Afri- 
ca, wbef'e the. Barrow and filthy Jcrlaals of the, Hotten- 
tots haye hejBn changed into substantial amf commodi- 
ous dwellings ; .,and in tbiia- Society Isles, where gar- 
cJens, villages,^ spacious churches, seminaries, , and state- 
ly mansions^ now beautify and adorn that once savage 
territory, so lately the seat^'of idolatry ?ind " the habi- 
tations "of cruelty/' In these respects, "the. fields'' 
may be said to ** be joyful," and " the mountains and 
the hills to break forth into singing, and the desert tp 
rejoipe and4))os9om as the rose."; Such predictions^, 
tOQ, seem to intimate, that the extensive deserts, and 
tracts of barren -sand now lying waste and uncultiva- 
ted, and seldom trodden by the. foot of man, will be 
brought und^r cultivation, and changed into a scene of 
delightiful verdure ; and that, upon the hideous wilds 
where Nineveh, Babylon, and other famous cities once 
st»od, other splendid qities will be reared,, congenial to 
the hoiy and elevated views of a renovated population. 
The following and sin^ilar passages miay be fairly iixter- 
fMi^ted in..tl)is sense. "I will make the dry land 
spidng3 of waterj and I will plant jn the wilderness the 
cedar, the shittah tree, and the myrtle.^ They shc^l 
build the old wastes, they shall ralise up the former des- 
olations, and they sh^ll repair the waste cities, thid desQ- 
latiohs of many generations." ' 

How, then^ are (sucl^ glorious transformations to be 
effepted ? Are we to fiupposj^,. that God, by a du-ect 
act of his Almighty pQwer, as jeit the first creation, is to 
^weep the dense foi'ests.from the earthy. level the moupr 
t^ins, prepare high \^ays for its inhabitants, and plant 
with his own hand " in the wilderness, the cedar, the" 
shitt«h tree, and the myrtle f * Or are we to apppose, 
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tfattt ai^;e)ie> beings ar<p to be/seut down from heavein 
to perform sucih material operations ? If not, th^n; 
they must be eflfected by the .^eniu^'atid energy of man. 
For, whatever man is ei>abTe4 to. peffortn, under the 
aitangements df the Divine gbvernmenf, is uniformly 
ascribed to God' as th^ Supreme mover and director of 
^irery operation ; and a miracle w^s never performed,' 
when human agents, by the ordinary laws of nature 
were able to accomplish the object intended. 
"' And how is man to^ accomplish such improvements, 
bat by employing his-treasures, and his physical and 
mental energies in sucih beneficent.opei*iBrtions? Hith- 
erto, covctousneBis has prevented such desii*abl6 im- 
provements from being effefcled. When refjuested to 
embark in any undertaking which has for it» object the 
QieMoration of ihe scrcial state, its uniform langiiage is, 
"will it pay ?^ « will it pily ?*' " will it produce a prop- 
er /ler cento^e'for the outlay of money ?" im^pljrihg that 
the acquisition of itK)re money, is the grand stimulus 
which shd^d excite us to embark in' anyundertakmgw 
It is stated, f^r example, that certsun marshes, mosses, 
and faeath*elad hills^ caii never be' dultivaited', hecau^ 
"the expense of cultivating them Would outrun the 
profif* I'his i» an argCiment which may be albwed 
to a man wbo worships maniinon as his God, and who 
has his portioa only in the present fife ; but such an kr- 
goment oti^t never to proceed from the- mouth of a 
C>hri8t^ati. The grand question to be determined isV'^Ms it 
expedient and r^quisit^ that siicb ihiprovement^ shouldF 
be attempted, and is it consistent with the will ^nd pur- 
pose of God,' that they should be accomplished ?r If 
sueh questions can be answered in the aiRni^ative, then 
all other considerations . ought to be laid aside, audit 
ought to be cleliberately coni^ideredi and laid dcWh as 
a maxim, that money was bestowed by God just for 
such purposes, and hot to be put in a bag, or ^ laid up 
in a napkm." Wer6 Such views generally recognised, 
afid acted 4ipon, a new impai&e would be given, to hu-. 
tn^ activity, and a new aspect would be^n to appeaf 
diroughout the scene of nature, and of general society. 
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Uow niftny4hou^aDdfl>are to ]i>e-fbuQid in oul* cilbkis and 
piopulous towDs, wd ^vea in pur Ji^aailets and villages^ 
who are living in tbc; ipidst of filtb.antf wretchedness^ 
ekber >aJtpgetlier pnemployed^ oreking oat a Bcanty 
pittan.ceji SQ^irceJy sufficient, to Jccep .soul .immI -body, to- 
gether, or euiplpyed in pilfe^ng, or. pther criniinal'pinr- 
auiits, whp would rejoicein U^ .prospect of .being em- 
ployed h) riiral' iinproyements I .. • « 
: Now, Were pome hundreds of such persons die^tibo-' 
ted> uoder. proper superintendent?, uidifiareiit parts of 
the country, to <irain a marsh, to puHi^e a desert, to 
form new rofids, to drive soil ^o Ba|)dydr Ppcky wastes^ 
^and to direct rivulets and s.ti:eam8* of waterto flow- 
through ^uch places ; were sinatl*' towns and . viHages, 
om spactoas^ plans, to t^ reared, in such^ places, and 
c6mfortai)le habitations for the industrious laborers^ 
\y»r^ scliool^ establi^hpd for^he instruction of the yOmsg^- 
ajld olxurches, and le.cture-room^ for th^ instruction ofr 
adt^lts in religiony and in ^every branch of useful knowl- 
^ge^, what au.amoiintt>f enjoyrnent might be eomnut^ 
niQated to tjiou^sjands.of misterable creatures, now in a^ 
state pf penui:}' and degradation v? and what ^ beautt^ 
ful transformation would appear, on the aspect of " the' 
wilderness, and. th^ sofeaty/pla^e," «h>w ^OVeredwitk 
briars .^nd thorn^^ and untrodden, by the foot of man \. 
Notnipg prev^^its such $ceiiies from being realizedybiit 
the pnnciple of avarice; , and it bpootines Christians ta. 
whom Grod hasigrantefl riches, and property,.seriously 
to consider, whetherthey be not xMtHed upo« by the 
Word and proYidenee of God^ tp e^mbark iiisucb under*- 
taWngs^ althpugti, instead of making five per ceqt. for 
their ipon^y^ they should Ipse twioeithat surajn accoat?. 
plishing such Ue^gns, The question with -a Cbristiatt, 
ought not ^to b^y what ip the/ per c«iitaget)f- money i^ 
be acquired j but jWbat.is thfr per centage of happineis 
that w^ll b^ gainefj to mankind, and Si improvemeAt 
o^ the face or nature. /I;et such confer ^vhat I ^y, 
ind ^ may thp. Lord give tbem understanding in all 
tiunffs » •« " , "st" '• ■ ■ ■ vj 
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3, Were covetousness undermined, we mi^ht Soon 
have institutions established for the intellectual and re- 
ligious instruction of persons of all ranks and ages. 

This is a most important consideration — a subject 
the most momentous of any that can engage the atten- 
tion of the Christian, or of members of general society. 
It is jSi subject, however, which has been most unac- 
countably overlooked by all ranks, and even by pro- 
fessed Christians and philanthropists. Innumerable 
facts which have lately come to light, in our own land, 
abundantly prove, that ignorance and crime are almost 
inseparably connected ; and the s?ime position is' con- 
firmed by the experience of almost every other coun- 
try. Notwithstanding the severity and the multiplicity 
of our penal statutes, and the new enactments wWch 
are issued, year after year, against crimes, they have 
multiplied almost in proportion to the increase of our 
criminal statutes. It has been calculated, that in and 
about London alone, there are above fifty thousand 
thieves and pick-pockets. And no wonder, when we 
learn from the Report of the "British and Foreisn 
School Society" for 1833, that **in the Metropolis 
alone, there are above 150,000 children growing up to 
manhood vnthout education." In Nottingham, it is 
found that more than a thousand children, of an age 
suitable for school, are grovnng up in total ignorance ; 
and, in Herefordshire, out of 41,000 individuals, only 
about 24,000, or little more than bne half, were able to« 
read. Instead of one out of every four attending in- 
struction, it is estimated, that throughout Great Britain 
and Ireland, there is not above one out of twelve or 
fourteen of the population, at an average, enjoying the 
means of regular instruction; paltry, and inefficient, as 
they generally are. Without a thorough intellectual 
and religious education, universally extended, commen- 
cing at a very early period of lire, and continued till 
manhood, the root of crime will never be extirpated ; 
and although its branches may be occasionally lopped 
off by the sword of the law, they will always be ready 
to break out in fresh luxuriance. So long as the prio- 
19 
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ciple of crime, and those affections which lead to it am 
suffered to remain without moral counteraction ; humaa 
laws, however severe, will he altogether inefficient, 
either for eradicating, or repressing it. 

An efficient education is likewise essentially necessa- 
ry for preparing men to Jisten with attention and intel* 
ligence, to the declarations of the gospel. For want of 
that intelligence which education should produce, nei- 
ther rational nor moral arguments make the least im- 
pression on the mind. We cannot, in many instances^ 
persuade such persons to attend a place of. worship 
where Scriptural instruction is communicated; aad 
when they are constrained to enter a religious assem- 
bly, they are incapable of fixing their attention on spir- 
itual subjects, or of understanci^and appreciating the 
nature and importance of the truths delivered ; so that 
the most solemn considerations and admonitions pro- 
duce no more effect in exciting to repentance, and seri- 
ous reflections, than " a -mounding brass or a tinkling 
cymbal.-' 

Heiice, likewise, the confused and distorted concep- 
tions of Divine truth which are entertained by many 
of the regular hearers of the gospel; hence the little 
effect produced on their moral characters, and hence 
the want of holy energy, and of that noble spirit of 
Christian heroism and generosity, which ought to dis- 
tinguish every member of a religious community. 

Again, universal education is essential/orj^reparti^ 
the way for the arrival of the ptedicted millennium. 
Such a period cannot possibly be ushered in, till a mw- 
al, -intellectual, a^d reh^ous education be universally 
established, and ^e benefits of it enjoyed by all ranks 
and conditioDft of itien. It is in this and the effects 
which will flow from it, that the essence of the jnillen- 
nium will chiefly consist For, at that period, "all 
shall know Jehovah from the least to the greatest," in 
eo*8ei|uence of which " all the^ends of the world shall 
remember and turn to the Lord, and all kmdreds of the 
nations worship before him.'^ 

At present, we have little or notlm^ that tn^ly de- 
serves the name of education. In the system of edii- 
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pation which has.bither^o ppevafled in our country^ al« 
most every thing that is interesting to a rational and 
immortal being has been overlooked and omitted. 
Words have bNsen substituted in place pf things ; the 
elements oilangiuige instead of the elements of thought^ 
the key of knowledge, 'ihstead of knowledge itself; r,ar 
gaU maxims instead of Christian principles and pre- 
cepts; a farrago of trash selected from H^atheja Ora- 
tors, Poets, old plays, fables, romances, and novels, in- 
stead of the grand and interesting facts of sacred his- 
tory, the scenes of domestic life, the useful arts and 
sciences, the beauties of creation, and the sublime and 
magnificent scenery of the universe. Man has beeii 
considered rather as a kind of 'machine, thun as a ra- 
tional intelligence, and our systems of education have 
treated him as if he had been little else than a puppet, 
formed for mechanical movements. The idea that he 
is a being destineid to a future and eternal existence, 
and that his training ought to have a respect to his uK 
timate destination, has been almost entirely overlooked 
in our scholastic arrangements ; and the government 
of the temper and conduct, according to the ihaxims 
and precepts of Christianity, has never formed a prom- 
inent object in our seminaries, either for the higher or 
the lower ranks of society. Besides, our scholastic in- 
structions, deficient as they are, are not enjoyed by the 
one half of our population. We, therefore, requure a 
system of education to be established, commencing at 
two years of age, and continued till twenty, which 
diall ^communicate to young minds the elements of 
thought, and which jshall comprehend all those useful 
branches of knowledge in which ipan^ 
a rational and ^cial intelligence, and 
for a blessed immortality. Our gran 
now to be, that there shall no one of 
whO'Stands in need of instruction, be wi 
of education,^ — so that, in the coarse oi 
ration, there shall. not be an ignorant, 
vicious individual found in our land» 
In order Xo accomplish such a grand and beneficent 
. object, we muert have infant sch^k established for ^1 
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classes, and throughout eyeiy corner of the land; 
schools for the intellectual aivi religious education of 
the young, from the a^ of six to the age of fourteen 
years ; seminaries for mstructkig apprentices, joutti^- 
men, clerks, shop-keepers, and other classes of young 
men and women, from the age of fourteen to twenty, 
or upwards^ accommodated to their conveniency, and 
calculated to convey to them instruction in the Mg^er 
departments of knowledge and religion ; and colleges 
for the moral and intellectual training of teocAer^ fitted 
to conduct such institutions. 

These, with ^milar institutions, and courses of lec- 
tures on every branch of knowledge, human Mid di- 
vine, require to be established in every district through^ 
put the length and breadth of our land. 

These are objects not only of vast importance, but 
which would require for their accomplishment, a vast 
expense. For the island erf Great Britain alone, there 
would require to be established no less than about ^- 
iy thousand seminaries of the description to which I al- 
lude ; every one of which, including an apparatus, mu- 
seum, and every thing else which an intellectual semi- 
nary should contain, would require at least £1200 to 
be devoted to its erection and establishment, which 
would amount to seventy-two millions of British-pounds ! 
Great as this sum may appear, it is only a mere itemy 
when compared with the hundreds, c»* rather, thou- 
sands of millions which, during the first century, were 
spent in the folly and madness of warfare^ But, by 
What means are such sums to be raised, so long as cov- 
etousness holds its sway, as it has hitherto done, over 
the human mind? Neither governments, communities, 
nor individuals, will come forward to lend their aid in 
promoting such objects, till the principle of avarice be 
undermined, and the le^timate u^e of wealthy on the 

Erinciples of Christianity, be generally appreciated. 
»ut, were this object in some measure efiected, and a 
principle, of Christian generosity beginning to gain 
the ascendant, there would not be the least difficulty 
in accomplishing every thing which has now been pro- 
posed« We have the means in our power, if we h»vo 
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the tvill to Sippiy tbem^ for. there is more money jspent 
every year ii^ folly, extravagance, and vice, than wQirid 
be amply sufficient' to establish every institution requi* 
site fpr the'intellectual, moral, and religious .instruction 
of persons of every age and sex, aad of all ranks of 
the community. And, if ^hey were once established, 
fottr OF five millions annually would be sufficient for 
conducting their operations and carrying forward eve- 
ly requisite-improvement. And what a bright and en- 
livening prospect would then be gradually unfolding to 
our view ! the young rising up in wisdom . and knowl- 
edge, and in favor with God and m^n ; useful knowl- 
edge, and Christian principles extending their influence 
throughout all ranks ; the principle of crime undermin- 
ed and almost eradicated ; property secure from the 
inroads of the pilferer and depredator; improvements 
of .every description, carried forward with alacrity and 
vigor ; and haritiony, and order introduced into every 
department of the pioral world. 

All these, and similar effects would undoubtedly bef 
4K:complished, in a greater or less degree, were we 
BOW to cimcentrate all our physical and mental ener- 
gies on such objects, and consecrate a fair proportion 
of our wealth towards their accomplishment. It is by 
such means, we niay rest assured, that God will accom- 
plish his eternal purposes, and the predictions of his 
word in reference to that period, when **the glory of 
Jehovah shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it to- 
gether,'' wid <* when all ishall know him from the least 
tathe greittest." 

4. The progress of science and art tvould be jyronuh 
ted, were covetbusness counteracted, arid a spirit of 
generosity diflfiismg itself throughout society. 

The progress of the sciences and arts has generally 
kept pace with the jMt)gress of Christianity. They are 
intimateiy cotmected with religi(Mi, and have been in- 
stinineiital in its propagation and extension. Without 
the tad Q^ printing, the revelations of heaven, coukl 
nover have been so extenstvdy drcalaled n» they bow ; 
19* 
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are, by the miUions of Bibles, and other books on tbe- 
olo^, that have is^ed from the press. Without the 
manner's compass, land the art of navigation, we could 
never have visited the "isles afar off" in the midst of 
the ocean, ta communicate to their benighted inhabit- 
ants, the knowledge of salvation. Without a knowl- 
edge of the globular form of the earth, which science 
has demonstrated^ many regions of our world coukl 
never have been explored, and we should have remain- 
ed in ignorance of America, Australasia, and many oth* 
er countries, with which we now regularly correspond. 
Without a knowledge of this fact, and of the ea:tent of 
the earth's diameter, we could not have measured the 
distances and mamitudes of the heavenly bodies ; and, 
without the use of the telescope^ we. could never have 
explored the magnificent scenes of the universe whidi 
it has laid open to. view, and consequently, could 
never have formed such enlai^d conceptions, as we 
can now do, of the attributes and operations of the 
Creator. 

. It is, therefore, of importance, in a religious pdoit of 
view, that science and art should be improved, and car-- 
ried forward towards perfection. For the more mi- 
nutely the wonders of nature are explored, the more 
distinctly do We perceive the traces of Infinite wisdom 
and intelligence, and the bodndless power and gpod-. 
mess of Him " whose kingdom ruleth over all" In pro- 
portion too, to the- extent and accuracy of our views of 
the system of creation, shall we be enabled to perceive 
the harmony which subsists between the operations (rf 
God in the visible universe, and the revelations of his 
word. 

And, as art has, hitherto, facilitated the prc^ess of 
the gospel, and Ihe extension of Christianity to distant 
lands, so we have reason to believe, that it will contrib- 
ute still more extensively to its propagation ia future 
ages, than it has ever yet done in the ages that are past. 
Great improvements are still required, \xAh as to the 
safety y and the roptdt^ of our modes of conveyance, 
from one place to another, whether l^sea, or land. 
Ships require to be constructed on improved plans,, lesa 
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Kable to be endai^ered by the biHows of. thp deep, <»• 
even when striking against a shoal, and from ttfe lu- 
cent progress of invention, it is not unlikely that con- 
trivance^ may be suggested for impelling them across 
the ocean with a greater' degree oi velocity,' than has 
hitherto been attained, and which may enable them to 
fflide, mth mare safety, through the foaming billows. 
Locomotive engines, by land, may be brought to a still 
greater degree of perfection ; and even balloona may 
be constructed with apparatus ade()uate to conduct 
them, in any direction through the regions of the at- 
mosphere. Agricultural instruments may be contrived 
for facilitating rural operations and the cultivation of 
the soil ; and new inventions brought to light for the 
quick performance of all kinds of labor, so that the la- 
boring classes may, ere long, have abundant leisure for 
the enjoyment of the bounties of the Creator, and for 
storing their minds with all kinds of knowledge both 
human and divine. ^ Our knowledge of the powers of 
nature, and of the functions of the animal sy^eih, may 
be so increased, as to enable us to prevent fliseases of 
every description ; and instruments or contrivances of 
various kinds may be invented to ward off those disas^ 
ters, add fatal eflects which now so frequently flow 
from the operations of lightning, noxious gases, storms^ 
and tempests, and other agents in the system of nature, 
which have so frecjuently been the cause of many acci- 
dents and calamities. , 

Now, it might easily be shown, that all such imprQve- 
ments in science and art, are intimately connected with 
religion, and have a bearing Upon the happiness of man^' 
and upon the propagation, and the universal establish- 
ment of Christianity throughout the world. But, with- 
out money 9 such improvements cannot be effected. 
Many persons of genius, who have hit upon useful in- 
ventions, have, been obliged to drop the prosecution of 
their plans, when they were nearly ripe for execution, 
for want of pecuniary means to carry them into effect.; 
And, in numerous instances, when a models or small 
machine has been constructed to illustrate the opera- 
tion of a certain principle or theory, the want of money 
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or patronage, has prevented ^s beipg exhibited on a 
largd scale, so as to denfionstrate its practical utiUi^ ; 
and all the labor, anxiety, and expense previously in- 
curred, have been wasted to no purpose.* fiut if av- 
arice were transformed into generosity, and generosity, 
directed to patronise and assist schemes which are 
praise-worthy, and of practical utility, maoy useful coft- 
trivances, which are now in embryo, might soon be 
brought to perfection, and rendered subservient to the 
good of mankmd. 

Those who are possessed of wealth, have it not only 
ip their, power to patronise persevering genius, but to 
establish lectures on scieoce, and every branch of use^ 
ful knowledge ; to build lecture-rooms, to provide ap- 
paratus, to erect observatories, to found museums ia 
towns, villages, and all parts of the country ; and, ia 
proportion as science is extended, and the number of 
rational inquirers and experimenters, is increased, may 
We expect, that new facts will be elicited from the sys- 
tem of nature, and new inventions brought to light for 
the improvement of the social state of mankind. The 
sums wasted in extravagance and luxury, in gambling, 
horse-racing, and hounding, or hoarded for the pur- 
pose of gratifying a covetous propensity, might, when 
implied in this way^ draw forth the latent sparks of ge- 

, : : ^^^ . __ ■ - I • • ' ' ' ' '■ 

^ A scientific gentleman, of very limited income, had, for seToral 
years, devoted a considerable portion of his time to experiments, ieaad^ 
ing to prove, that a beautifvd and permav^nlhght may be obtained from 
electricity, and has already exHibited an c^pparatus ^nd experiments on 
a' small scale, which prove, that the object intend^ is likely to be ef- 
feoted, could funds be procured to encourage the in&enipus and perseve- 
ring iriventoi*, and enable him to go for'w^ with his experiments on a 
larger scale. A nobleman in the neighborhood, distinguished for his 
V liberal politics," lately paid a visit to the inventor, and was gratified 
in witnessing some of the experiments. He. told him to persevere, and 
if the plcm succeeded, as was expected, he would have his mansion illu- 
minated by this electrical light. But although he must have hno'wn 
that the inventor's income was eictremely limited, and that he must 
have denied himself most of the con^ forts of life, from having laici.out 
80 much exp|ense in conducting his experiments, he never thought of 
saying to him, " I'll give you a hundred guineas to enable you to per- 
fect your invention^ and to bring it forth ^the good of mamdndj'^at 
though' he could well afford it,, and has doubtless, spent ten times tha( 
sum for a worse purpose. Sucji, however, is the conduct pf avarice, 
combined with indifference to the promotion of the good' of society. 
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niusand prove a powerful stimulus to inventions^ and en- 
terprises, which might contribute to the advancement 
of society, and to the counteraction both of physical and 
moral evil. ' 

5. The progress of Christianity through the world 
would be rapidly promoted, were the inordmate loye of 
wealth thoroughly subdued. 

It is evident, from the general tenor of the scrip- 
tures, and particularly from the writings of the proph- 
ets, that the blessings of salvation are intended to be 
enjoyed by all the nations of the world. " It is a light 
thmg, (saith God, when addressing Messiah,) that thou 
shouldst be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, 
and to restore tbe preserved of Israel, / will also give 
thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest he my 
ialvation to the ^nds of the earth J* Hence, it was 
among the last instructions that Christ delivered to the 
apostles, and to all their successors in their name : 
" Go ye into all the uxrrld and preach the gospel to ev- 
ery creature ; and lo, I am with you alway even to the 
end of the world." Notwithstanding the lapse of 1800 
years since this commission was given to the followers 
of the Redeemer, it has only been Very partiafly ful- 
filled. Darkness still covers the greater part of the 
earth aiid gross darkness the people. The greater 
portioh of the vast continents of Asia and Africa, a 
great proportion of America, and even of the southern 
parts of Europe ; almost the whole of Australasia, the 
immense islands of Borneo, Sumatra, Madagascar, the 
Kuriles, Japan, and hundreds of other islands, inhabit- 
ed by millions of human beings, still lie within the con- 
fines* of Pagan darkness, where scarcely a ray of Di- 
vine light has yet penetrated " to guide " their benight- 
ed inhabitants " in the way of peace." Even in those 
nations where the religion of Jesus is known and es- 
tablished, the inhabitants are not yet half-christianized, 
and multitudes ** are perishing for lack of knowledge,** 
even where the sound of the gospel is heard, ahd its 
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%ht shining afound tbem^ foi* want of proper instmc* 
tion to aroiise their attention. 

To fulfil the commission 0f Christ, and to bring into 
effect the purposes of God in the conversioij of the na- 
tionsr will therefore require vast arid long continued 
exertions. If our future mpvemenls be as slow, and 
our energies as feeble as they have beien for 300 years 
past, we could not expect to behold the glory of the 
millennium, till after the lapse of two thousand years. 
Yet it is in our power, as agents under the gjiidance of 
the Diving spirit, to hasten the approach of the blissful 
^ra, within little more than half a century, if we, at 
t)iis monaent, arouse ourselves from apathy and spirit- 
ual slumber, and bring forth all the treasures at our 
command to carry forward the enterprise. But with- 
out weakh, and that, too, to a vast amount, nothing of 
any great importance can be achieved. If the princi- 
ple of covetousness shall still hold possession of the 
soul^ as it has done for ages past, and if even Christians 
.will entrammel themselves in the cords of avarice, and 
refuse to come forward with that noble generosity 
which becomes their character, and lay down their 
Ivealth " at the feet " of the messengers of salvation, 
as was done on the day of Pentecost, our hopes of the 
speedy conversion of the world will be miserably dis- 
appointed. 

What is all that has been done hitherto, in propa- 
gating the gospel, compared with what might havef^en 
done, had we learned the true application of riches ; 
had we been deeply impressed with the importance 
of such enterprises, and acted iq the character of de* 
voted servants of the Redeemer, " wlio count all things 
but loss," in comparison of the interests of his king- 
dom ? All that has hitherto been raised for missionary 
purposes within the last two years, (and it is chiefly 
within this period tl)at ^uch enterprises have been in 
operation) is little more than two or three millions of 

Eounds, when at least five times such a sum might have 
een raised every year, had we been animated with 
any thing like the spirit and the holy zeal of the primi- 
tive Christians, This is evident from what has been 
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stated in the- preceding chapter. Were thousands -of 
Christians, 6n whota God has bestowed property and 
riches, to consecrate— not the whole of their estates, as 
was done at the period alluded to— but. only the cme- 
ialf, wliat immense sums for rearing the spiritual tem- 
ple, might speedily be raised ! And such sums are at 
most indispensably requisite. We have, a work of im- 
mense extent and importance to accofmplish. We 
require thousands, and ten thousands of preachers, 
missionaries, caiechists, linguists, translators, school-, 
masters, lecturers, and othfer laborers, to be trained for 
their respective departments of sacred labor. We 
' require them to be more thoroughly trained ihdca they 
have ever yet been for the services to Which they are 
devoted. It is not enough that a missionary, of any 
description, be a m^n of piety, though this qualificaticHi 
is essentially requisite. He should, if possible, be a 
man of universal knowledge, having his ir}ind richly 
imbued with all the information he can acquire on sa- 
cred and civil history, mythology, science and art, and 
the system of nature, in all its departments ; for he^^ill 
find abundant scope for all his acquirements, wherever 
he may labor in the heathen world, and particulariy, 
simong those tribes that have made certain advsmces 
towards a state of ci\'ilization. From such sources, he 
must occasionally draw his illustrations of Divine sub- 
jects, and his proofs of the facts and doctrines of revela- 
tion ; and endeavor to make general knowledge on every 
useful subject, go hand in hand with his exposkions of 
the Christian system. In particular, he should be thor- 
oughly aci<quainted, both vrith the tlieory and practice, 
of the most efficient modes of intellectual and moral 
instruction, to whi(ih I lately alluded ; in order that he 
may seize. on the first opportunities of imbuing the 
minds of the young with general knowledge, and with 
the facts and principles of rehgion. I am fully con- 
vinced that far more converts will be made from 
amoi^ the heathen, by the early and judicious instruc- 
tion of the young, than by preaching to the adult p($p- 
ulation, though bdth plans should be attended- to, atid 
go hand in hand. By airrangifig a judicious system of 
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^ucatioafbr the young we may strike at the root of 
those heathenish opinbns, practices, and prejudices, 
which have so powerful an influence over adults in 
preventing the reception of Divine truth ; and have it 
m our power to prepare the youthful mind for listen- 
ing with attention to th6 truths and historical details of 
Christianity^ when they arrive lat riper years. Such 
seminaries would undoubtedly prove " nursing moth« 
ers " to the church, from which the greater part of the 
young would pome forth to consecrate themselves to 
the service of the Redeemer, and to the, promotiotL of 
the prosperity of his kingdom. 

Now, in oitler to accomplish such objects, we re- 
quire coiieges to be founded, and professors appoint- 
ed for instructing students and intended missionaries^ in 
all those branches of kno^^ledge with which they 
ought to be acquainted. We require, as their instruct- 
ors, men of general information, of talent and pi^ty, 
who will render their lectures and other instructions, 
aa popular and perspicuous as possible ; and who, on 
every branch of science, will point out the moral and 
religious purposes to which it may be applied, and di- 
rect their students to render every department of hu- 
manrknowledge subservient to the interests of Christ- 
ianity* We require, that our missionaries be possessed 
of vigorous mental powers, and that they be instructed 
in the best' modes of infant education, and that they 
actually practice as teachers of such institutions, as 
well as in conducting those of a higher order, that they 
may be quite familiar with all the details connected 
with such seminaries, and be competent to superintend 
them wherever they can be established in heathen 
countries. We require, that they should have a com- 
petent acquaintance with the construction of the in- 
jsiruments connected with science, and modern im- 
provements, and the manner of applying them to prac- 
tical pilrposes, so that they may be enabled to explain 
and exhibit them in the countries whither they are 
sent, and to introduce among their inhabitants whatever 
■ may tend to gratify a rational curiosity, or to promote 
their physicalcomfort. For all such purposes, funds to 
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a eonsideitihle extent ar^ required, for efeitting ^ehiN 
n^rres— for salaries to fwofessors — for supportinjg stu- 
dents— -for sending out 'missionaries— ^for ^supporting 
them for ^season — for apparatus for infant schools 
and : other seminaries-— for books on general knowU 
edge,'and the instruments connected with science, hus- 
bandry, and the mechanical arts.' And Whence are 
funds to be supplied if the spirit of- covetousness is not 
c6unteract^ and subdued? ' 

We have, hilhertcf, been parsimonious in th^ eitfr^jpe, 
in otir contributions for missionary purposes, and We 
have been almost equally parsimonious in the training 
atid preparation required for our missionaries, and in the 
^ equipment and encouragement afforded them. We 
pught to serve God, in all cases, and in this in particular, 
*^wiih our best'^^ with the highest talerits, and the 
greatest measure of acquired knowledge we can conj- 
Tnand ; and with all the auxiliaries for facilitat'mg the 
work in .view, which Christian wisdom can devise; arid 
then we ms^y go forth with confidence, trusting in- Him 
** who hath the residue, of the spirit," that he will render 
our endeavors, when conducted with wisdom, successful 
for promoting the extension of his spiritual kingdom. Let 
Christian^, then, seriously, ponder oh this subject, and 
consider whether there be not an urgent call address- 
ed to them' in tlie providence of G(^, to awake from 
th^r slumbers,-^nd come forth with their treasures, iri 
a far more liberal manner* than they have ever yei 
done, to assist in rearing the splritujil temple of J6ho- 
.vah. •■ , •• ""• ; '■ ; ;, ^ ■ 

Some years ago, I was- cohversing with a i^rewd 
[ and intelligent gentlemaii on the subject of missionary 
operations, who seemed to - tWik \ tnat there was too 
much fuss' and bustle about'^uch enterprises, when so 
much is'required to be done iat home with the money 
expended on such objects.. " I do not think," he s^d, 
"that the heathen arie in so wretchjpd zxid danger^ 
at» a jtate, as many of our reli^onists represent, and 
would have us believe ;— but,^if T really thoight, that 
they were perishing for laiik of knowl^ge, and ^xpos-, 
ed to dveriasCing misery oU this 'account, ahd if prelK^li- 
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]^ the ^spel to them would prevent their destrucjtion 
— (hen I adaiit, that,. we sill ought either to. embar^ as 
missionaries, or sell the greater part of our property in 
order to send messengers for their deliverance. We 
ought even to sell all that we have to our. last coat, if 
such an pbjeict might thereby be accomplished/' And 
does not every .Christian, at; Je^ theoretically,, admit, 
that the heathen nations are in a darigerous situatbn^ 
as here supposed, and exposed to misery in the life to 
com^ ? Whatever opinions we may form of the ^alv- 
abjje state of any small portion of the Pagan world, it 
' is a fact, that the great majority of heathens, by the 
malignant passions and ferocious tempers they, display^ 
appear altogether unfitted an^ unprepared for the en- 
joyments of the c^Iesti^l world ; and consequeutly, 
cannot, in. such a state, be admitted into the mansions 
of bliss, and if their existence be prolongedv When they 
pass from this earthly scene, it must of necessity be an 
existence connected with misery. It must, therefore be 
1^ object of the greatest moment to em,bark in an under* 
^kii^ which has for its grand aim, to enlighten " the 
peopfe who are sitting in d^kness, and the shadow of 
death, to guide their feet in the way of peace," and to 
prepare tbe'm fbr gjpry and immortality^ And although . 
we were " to s^U the half of our goods," and devote 
it to such objects, we should do no more than the import- 
ance and the eternal consequences of su6h« enterprises 
evidently require. ^ 

There is now a call, and an urgent, call, from tribes 
and nations in every quarter of the globe, to send to 
thefti tte messengers of peace and salvation. ** The 
wikierness and the solitary, places, the isles and ttie in- 
habitants thereof aife lifting up their voices " from afar 
to the people: of Bn^in and America^ to ,send to them 
the revelations of heaven, and missionaries tQ expound 
them, India alpne, at this moment, requires at least, a 
thousand .enlightened and devoted men to sow the peed 
of the Divii^e word, and to rei^resh the spiritual wilder- 
ness of that vast, heathen territory, with the streams of 
salvation.' Ethiopia is beginning to stretch out her 
hands to Ck)d, and many .of Her sable sons are now 
waiting for his salvation, and hailing the arrival of the 
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messengers of peace. The inhabitants of the frozen 
regions of Greenland, Labrador, and' Siberia, are im- 
plorilig Divind instruction fr6m Christian i^ations,' and 
thousands of' Negtbes under the scorching suns of the 
West Indies', iarfe ardently longing to be furnished with 
copies of thib book of God. The Chinese are now 
beginning to enquire after thfe Oracles of heaven, and 
the strts and sciences of Christian nations. Even from 
"the ends of the earth," from the distant barbarous 
istes of the Pacific, the cry is now heiard in our land, 
"Britons; come^ over and help us ?" Theif inhabitants 
aire trembling lest tho messenger of death should seiz6 
them, before the ships that convey British missionaries 
appear in their horizon, and lest a sufficient itumber 
should not arrive4 They are " lifting" up their voices 
frbm their rocks, and shouting from the tops of their 
mountains,'' in expectation of the heralds of the prince 
of peace, and are ready to receive them- with open 
arms. And wiW Christians, who profess to be infinitely 
indebted to the Redeemer who purchased ihem wit^i 
his bkK)d — who profess to regard Salvation as of all 
things the most desirable and momentous, and Who 
woidd tremble at the thought of the possibiUty df their 
own eternal -destruction — will Christians, to whom God 
has given wealth, suffer their minds to be so governed 
by the " mammon of unrighteousness," that' they will 
refuse to bring forth their treasures at his call, as the 
means of " dehvering those who are ready to perish," 
and rescuing their souls from destruction? If so, where 
is their love to the Saviour ? where is their benevdence 
towards men ?^ where is their belief' of the importance 
of eternal realities ? iand where is the evidence they 
ciVe that they ought to be distinguished by the Christ- 
ian name? •- • L ' 

O ! into what a blissful scen^ might this ruin of a 
worid yet be transformed, were covetoiisn^ss thor- 
oughly subdued, and Were only those who profess to 
be Christians, to come forth With unanimity^ and lay 
down their superfluolrs treasure* at the foot t?f tile 
cross ! In the short space of^ little more than half a 
century to conic, we might behold celestial light 'difiu- 
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siD^ its radiance over the most distant and benighted 
prions of th^ globes the/idob of the nations abolished ; 
the savage raised to the.cKgnity of his moral and intel- 
lectual, nature, and his miiKl adorned^ with the beauties^ 
of holiness; the instruments of warfare broken to 
stuverS) and peace shedding its benign influence over 
th^ woi:ld ; temples erected in, every land for the wor* 
shipof the God and Father c^ ourliord Jesus Christ ; 
the minds ofxhe young irradiated witJiDiyine knowledge, 
and rising up in wisdom, and in favor with God and man^ 
theprincipleofcrimeextirpated,andpovertyan^ wretch- 
edness bai^iahed from the earth ; the moral wilderness 
of the heathen world cultivated and adorned with eve- 
ry, heavenly virtue and grace ; the wastes and wilds of 
the globe transformed into fertile regions, and arrayed 
in all the beauties of Eden ; the hiitred and jealousy of 
nations changed into benevolence, and a fnendlv and 
harmonious intercourse established ^tween aJI the 
tribes i^id families of the earth ! 

And is not the' prospect of the mere possibUity o€ 
accomplishing s^h objects, sufficient to quicken. every 
Chipistian activity and to draw forth every generous 
emotion ? mpre especially when we ccmsider that such 
events are predicted in the records of ancient prophe- 
cy v; tha^ the certainty of their being realized is confirm*^ 
edby the declaration and the oath of God ; and that 
the energies ojFthe Divine spirit afe promised to accom- 
pany our endeavors and to secure their ultimiate suc- 
cess? Let us then, arise and ''shake ourselves from 
the dust T-r-from the dust rf carnal.maxims and -worjdly 
views 4 and be " strong in the, l^ord, and in 4:he power 
of his nught.* ' " For as the ra,in cometh down and the 
snow from h^iayen, and, returneth not thither, but wa- 
tereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth an(li>ud, so 
(saith Jehovafi,) shall rny word be that goeth, forth out 
.of my mouth ; it shall not return unto me void, but it 
fiihall accomplish that which I plea^, and it shall pros-, 
per in the thing whereto I sept it/' " I have sworn by 
myself, the woyd is gone out of my mouth in righteous-, 
nesd. and shall not return* that unto me enerv kf^ee sfyill 
bow and every pmgveshcdl sw^ar. JFor Zion's sak.e 1 
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wiH not hold'my peaccj trll the righteousness thereof 

fp forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a 
amp thslt -burneth. And the, Gentiles shall sep tl^y 
righteousnes and all kings, thy glorv. For, behold I 
create new hieavenis and a hew earth,* and the former 
shall not be remembered nor come to mind. But,, be 
ye glad and rejoice forever in that which I create ; for, 
behold, 1 creite Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her pedple 
a joy. And there shall be nothing to hurt or destroy 
b all my holy mountain saith the Lord."| ' 

6. We might expect the speedy arrival qf the-rniU 
lenniaVerd, were a spirit of .Christian generosity uni- 
versally to prevail. 

To this topic I have already had occasion to allude, 
particularly in the*J)receding section, and I shall thercr 
fore offer only a few additional remarks. 

That a period is about to arrive when the physical 
and moral condition of the human race, is to be great- 
ly meliorated, when the ignorance and idolatry of the 
heathen world are to be abplished, and when Divine 
truth shall extend its influence oyer all nations, is clealr- 
ly predicted in^ the writings of the Jewish prophets. In 
these writings it is declared, that "the glory of Jehovah 
shall be revealed, smd all fesh shall see it together^^ — 
that ** all the ends of the earth shall ren^ember and turn 
to the Lord" — tha^ "^Ac earth shall he full qf the 
krioxoledgeof'the Lord!^ — that "Jehovah shall make 
bjire his noly arm in the eyes of all the nations, and a:li 
the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God" 
— ^that ** the heathen shall be given to the Redeemer for 

f The " new heavens and new earth " here mentioned, evidently de- 
note the renovation of the physical, nloral, and spiritual World, at the 
period when the gospel shall be universally extended, by which, a- 
change, in these respects, will be effected, which, in prophetic language, 
may be veryj[>ropeny compared to a new creation, on account of ^i^ 
contrtist it wul exhibit to the state of the world in preceding ages. That 
the passage does ^et refer to thef- period 'of the resurrection, appecurs 
from "what is stated in the sequel df thU chu)ter. Isaiah. Ixv. 

t Isaiah Iv, 10, 1 1 ; xlv. 23 j l;di. 1, 2 j Ixy, 17, 18, 2^./ 
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hiftiDJberitancevandthe Uttermost parts of the ei^ for 
his -possession" — that *^ all kingr shall fall dowp before 
him,' all nations serve lum, ^d the whole earth l)e filW 
wijth his glory." . . ', ' 

Predictions of thiei v.descnptiony. run tbrcmgh most 
parts of the inspii^d writings, and are embodied in nu- 
merous passages which we are apt to overlook, partic- 
ularly ill. the Book of Psalms. All the calls, or com- 
mands to praise God^ which ar^ addressed to the in- 
habitants of the world at large, maybe considered as 
including predictions of such events ; as.in the follow- 
ii^ find similar passages : ^ Make a joyful noise to the 
LoWl all the earth, make a loud noise, and sing praise.** 
" Sing unto the Lord a new song, sing unto the Lord 
all the earth. Worship the Lord in the beauty "of ho- 
line^,.. fear before him all the earth. Sing unto God, 
ye kingdoms of the earth, O sing [v^aises to Jehovah," 
*♦ O praise the Lord all ye nations, praise him all ye 
people," &c. 

And, since God has given a universal e^ll to all peo- 
ple to engage in his service, we may rest assured, that 
this call ^ill, at some future period, be universally re- 
sponded to by the inhabitants of every clime. For the 
word which has proceeded out of the mouth of Jeho- 
vah, shall, not return to him void, but shall accomplish 
the purposes of his will. " His counsel shall stand, and 
he will do all his pleasure." In accordance with such 
calls, we find likewise, in the Book of Psalms, many 
positive declarations on this subj6ct. " All the earth 
shall itorship tKee, they shall sing to thy name." " The 
people shall praise thee, O God, all the people 3hall 
pfaise thee. God shall bless us, the fields shall yield 
their increase, and all the ends of tJve earth shall fear 
him;" ** The heathen shall fear the name 'of the Lord, 
and all the kings of the earth thy glory." "AH nations 
Whom thou hast made^ shall come and worship before 
thee, Lord, and shall glorify thy name," " All the 
kings of the earth shall praise the Lord, when they 
. hear the words of thy. mouth." **From the rising of 
the sun to the goinff' dbwn of the ^ame, God*s name is 
to be praised " '^ Kings of the eftrth and all people^ 
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priaoes and 9U j<i4ges of, the earth, both voimg men. 
and; maidens, old men and children, shall praise the. 
name of the Lord ; for his name alone is excellent, and 
bis glory is above the earth and heavens," Our duty^ 
in reference to the promotion of such events, is likewise 
plainly declared.' "O bless our -God, ye people, and 
make the voice of his praise-tq be hearct.^ ^ " Declare his 
glory antong the heathen ; Aw wonders among all pea- 
pie.** " Thy saints shall speak of the glory of thy kingt 
dom^ and talk of thy ppwer, to make known to the sons 
of men his mighty actSy and the glori9us -jnajesty of his 
kingdom." 

The above passages, although there were^no o^rs 
recorded in the book of God, on this subject, — (jlearly 
point to a period, when the moral state ox the world 
shall be regenerated, when persons of all ranks shall do 
homage to the Redeemer, and when the light of Divine 
truth shall shed its radiance on every land. It is of 
impo^ance that a clear conviction of the c^rtaintjrof 
such events should be deeply impressed upon the mind 
of every professor of religion ; as some who call theni- 
selves Christians, have not only insinuated, but openly 
declared, that the state of the world will never be miich 
better than it is ; and, consequently, that we need ^iye 
ourselves little trouble in making exertions for thp re- 
generation of society — which is jusl, in other words, an 
apology for indulgence in covetousness. 6ut nothing, 
I presun^e, can be more decisive, in reference to^ the 
approach of the millennial era, than the passages we 
have now quoted, if the word of Gdd is not tp be deem- 
ed fallacious. ., ^ 

This period, we trust, is now fast approaching ; and 
our duty^in reference to it, is clearly pointqd out ; ^*^e- 
cjare his glory among the heathen, and his wonder^ 
amosig all people. Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
Oiake straight in the desert a .high way for our Goi 
O thou that bringest ^ood tidings to Zion,. lift up thy 
voice with strength; hft it up^ be not afraid ; say uoto 
the cities of Judah," and to the tribes of the heathen, 
^ behold your, God/ While we engage in our duty in 
reference to such events, we have full assurance of dir- 
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rection and support from Him^ who' is the moral gov^ 
emor of the world, and the Si^reme disposer of 
events. When it is declared that " all the ends of the 
earth shall turn to the Lord, aiid all kindreds of the na- 
tions worsliip before him'*-T-it is add6d, **for the king- 
dom is the Loltl's, and He is the Oovemot atnong the 
nations.** And, consequently, he cap remove every 
obstruction out of the wajr, and arrange every event in 
such a manner as to facilitate the progress of Divine 
truth through the \^orld till, at length, " the everlfestjng 
gospel shall be preached to them that dwelb upbn the 
earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue^ 
and peopleV' 

' The only thing to be determined, is, whether that 
renovated and happy state of the world, which we call 
the millennium^ shall be introduced by some astonish- 
inff miracles, such as happened at the creation, and the 
deluge ; or, by the agency of Christian men under the 
influeiice of the Divine Spirit, devoting all their talents, 
ener^es, and treasures, to the accomplishment of this 
object. For the former supposition, I know no argu- 
ments grounded either on reason, or the dictates of 
reyelation. 

To suppose the Almighty, to interpose by such mir- 
acles tb accomplish such events, would be cohtrarjrto 
every thing we know of the principles of the Divine 
govfernment, or of its operations during the lapse of 
more than four thousand years. At the introduction, 
indeed, of the New Testament economy, miracles 
were wroijght by Jesus Christ, to demonstrate to the 
world his Messiahship, and a similar power was con- 
ferred on his apostles, to convince their hearers, where- 
ever they travelled, that they were the messengers of 
heaven, and that they had authority for the truths thfey 
declared. But no miraculous change Was effected in 
the general order, either of the ph}^ical or the moral 
world. It might be asserted/ without fear of contra- 
diction, that, throughout the whole train of the Divine 
di^nsations towards our world, tJlere loas never a 
mirade performed to accomplish qmy dtgecU luoken that 
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chjeet could have, been effected in consistency with the 
established laws of nature. 

Now,' men, " as workers together with God," are ad- 
equate to accomplish all that is predicted respecting 
the jiappin^ss and glory of the millennial era, prpvidea 
they arouse themselves to holy energy and attivity^ 
and ate willing to qonseci^ate their mental poWers, 
and tbeir woridly riches to the promotion of this noble 
object. Besides^ were the millepnium to he introduced 
by a sudden miracle, it would deprive th^ saints of 
God, both of the Aonor which will be conferred upon 
them, in bei^g instrumental in preparing the way for 
its arrival, and of the happiness they will feel in behold- 
ing, the Div^e plans gracfually accomplishing, and tlieir 
own exertions crowned with success. 
: For, since the physical and moral state of the world 
has been deranged by the siq of man, and since Gqd in 
his mercy has determined to effect its regeneration, it 
Qught to be considered as a hkh honor conferred upon 
his people, that he has been pleased to select them as 
agents in accomplishing his benevolent designs ; and 
aU who are ''^right hearted men," will enrol themselves 
ii^ the service of the Redeemer, as Christian heroes, ta 
increase the nupiber of his subjects, and to extei^ his 
kingdom over the world ; and to this service, they will 
account it their greatest happiness to devote all theiif! 
wealth and treasures. " This honor have all the saints :'* 
and it is to be hoped, they will now come forward, 
with ' cheerfulness, and alacrity, in numerous jbands, 
casting their treasures at his feet,." and give him no rest 
till he establish, and tillhe make Jerusalem a praise in 
the earth." - , 

If then, it be, admitted, that the millennium will be ' 
ushered in by the exertions of the friends of the Re- 
deemer, in conjunction wit h^he agency of the Spirit of 
(Jod ; the most emrgeliq means ou^ht now to be em- 
played, and with iipremittiiig activity, in order ^o. ac- 
complish this desirat)le 67u^. / And, as: those means in- 
volve a consecration of a far greater portion of Wealttf 
than has ever yet been devoted to the service of God, 
the principle of c9vetousness,, in all the shapes^ it as«i 
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sutnes, must be almost completely extirpated, atid new 
principles acted upon, in relation to the appropriation 
of riches, before we can expect to behold those ar- 
rangements going forward, wnich are requisite to briQff 
about this ** 'consummation so devoutly to be wished. 
Christians may Uuishj and J^ape, and pray with apparent 
fervor, for the coming- of the kingdom of Christ, and 
the glory of the latter days — they may profess to Qele* 
brate his death, to celebrate his praise, and may make 
a great stir and bustle about adhering to his cause and 
testimony; but unless they put their hands in their 
pockets to supply the means requisite for accdmplish- 
ing'the benevolent purposes of God, our expectations 
of the r^ear arrival of the millennium vrill be frustra- 
ted ; and their conduct can be considered as only a 
mockery of God, while under profession of servmg 
him, "their hearts are still going after their covetous- 
hess." 

The arrangements requisite for preparing the way 
for the approach of the millennium, have already been 
stated in the preceding sections. 

Abundant provision requires to be made to promote 
the external comfort of the poor, and other ranks of 
society; many physical evils require to be remedied ; 
improvements of every description carried forward ; 
the wastes and deserts of the earth, cultivated and 
adorned ; old cities and towns cleared of every nui- 
sance ; and new towns and villages erected on spacious 
and improved plans, adapted to health, cheerfulnessi 
and comfort. Seminaries require to be established for 
the instruction of all railks, in every department o( 
knowledge, connected with the life that now is, and 
the life to come, without which the foundations of the 
naillennial state cannot be laid. All the useful arts and 
sciences must J>e promoted and carried towards per- 
fection, as auxiliaries to the extension of the gospel and 
the renovation of the world. Missionary enterprizes 
must be carried on with more vigor, and qn a scale far 
more e3rtensive than they have ever yet been, before 
we can expect to behold the dawning of the millenni- 
al glory. ^ . 
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In order to accomplish sUch objects, '\\ is evident^ 
that vast resources of wealth ai:e absolutely requisite ; 
resources a hundred times greater than have lutberto 
been consecrated to the service of God, and the benefit 
of man. But^ I have ahready- shown,^ that we have 
wealth adequate to every purpose now suggested, if 
vve choose to employ it in such achievements, Instead 
of a quarter of a miHion, we inight r^ise fifty, or even 
a hundred millions of pounds annually, to promote the 
extension of Messiah's kingdom, the improvement of 
society, and the regeneration of the world. And, .while 
such sums are raised, and employed in such operations, 
no want. of real comfort would be felt, but on the con- 
trary, a degree of rational and sensitive enjoyment, far 
superior tp what, has ever been experienced in the 
world. 

It was lately stated, in some of our periodicals, that 
there are in and about London, about two or three htm- 
dred individuals, whose fortunes combined, would be 
nearly sufficient to pay off the whole of our National debt ^ 
now amounting to above 800,000,000. What woul4 
the half, or even the tenth part of such wealtii riot ac- 
complish, were it applied in consistency with the xiic- 
tates of reason and religion ? But where do we ever 
find such an appropriation of such abundant riches ? Is 
it not a proof, or something j^ppf oximating to it^ that 
we might be characterized rather as a nation of athe- 
ists and infidels, than as a nation of Christians, when 
so little of our national wealth flows into Christian and 
philanthropic channels? Let us no longer boast of 
Britain being by way of eminence a Christian land, till 
we display more Christian prinpiple in our actions, and 
a more noble spirit of Christian libet-ality than We have 
done for ages past. If we wish to lay claim to this sa- 
cred name, let us show by our Christian virtues,- pur 
Christian generosity, and our. heavenly aims, that we 
ar^ entitled to this distinguishing appellation. 

For raiding such contributions as those to which I 
allude — I, in the mean time, look to Christians- ^hm^ 
and not to nations or communities, that have assumed 
that name. As for thb^e who are governed by carnal 
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maxims, and the fashion of the world, we mi^t as soon 
.attempt to Control the laws of nature, or to reason with 
the tornado, or the whirlwind, as to expect that any 
arguments, however powerful, will make the least im- 
pression on their hearts, or, induce them to alter the 
conduct they have hitherto pursued. . 

But, I trust, that amidst all the apathy that prevails 
in regard to this subject, there are still many thousands 
in our land, who only reqyh'e to have their duty clear- 
ly set before them^ in order to excite them to the no- 
ijlest displays of Christian beneficence. And, if they 
were once aroused to devote their wealth to the cause 
of the Redeemer, and to come boldly forivard as Chris- 
tian heroes, in thfe face of the world, " counting all 
things but lo^s,'' in comparison of the prosperity and 
extension of Messiah's kingdom — their example, I doubt 
not, would prove a powerful stimulus to thousands of 
Christians in other parts of the world, to embark in the 
same glorious undertaking. 

It is stt-ange, it is passing strangcy-it is wonderful, it 
is passing wonderful I that Christians should have been 
so long sunk into a state of apathy on such a subject, 
arid that they should never yet have come forward vnth 
treasures corresponding to their high and heavenly 
character, and to the greatness of the work they are 
called upon to achieve. Had God commanded us to 
forsake houses and lands, and friends, and country-^to 
sell all that we have, and devote it to his service, and 
to depend everj^ day for our sustenance, on whatever 
his providence might supply^ it would have been our 
duty cheerfully to have acquiesced in such an arrange-* 
ment, in gratitude for the spiritual benefits he had c<mi- 
ferred ; *'fdF the sufferings of the present time are not 
to be compared" with the glories of futurity. But 
when he requires from us only the superfluities of our 
wealth, which are not essential to our comfort, and 
.which are generally devoted to ** the lust of the eye, 
and the pride of life," why should we hefiitate a mo- 
ment to devote all we can spare from moderate per- 
sonal enjoyment, to the service of the Most High ? Is 
it consistent with a man's being a Christian, indeed^ 
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and in truth, to hesitate for lEfny length of time oh this 
subject? Werfe Christ now to demand 6f wealthy 
Christians What |ie oilce demanded of the you^ man 
who canie to inquire the way to eternal life, ^* Go sell 
all that thou hast and give t6 the poor, and come and take 
up thy cross and follow me," how Would many of them 
reply to such an injunctioii? We are in /the habit, of 
amdemning the choice of thi^ rich man, in having his 
heart so much glued to the worlds and in preferril^g 
temporal enjoyments to eternal reaKties. ' But let me 
ask, how many British professing Christians, were the. 
same requisition addressed to thefrp, wpiild act in a dif- 
ferent manner? And, if there be any who can lay 
their hands^ lipon their hearts, and say, as^ in the pies- 
ehce of God, that they would be Wriliiig ^ to forsake 
all " at his commaqd, let them now come fourth, in the 
face of the diurch And the world, and consecrate to 
the service of the Redeemer, all that th6y ca^ possi- 
bly spare in consistency with rational enjoymeht, 

Let none imagine that the views now stated are Uto- 
pian, or inconsistent with reason or revelation. T^' 
accomplish every object which h^s been adverted to, we 
Require npthing more than the faculties^ and the wealth 
which now exist in society. ' liie only desideratum^liei 
in the Iiuman will. WiU nien come forward >vith all 
their enei^es. and riches in this glorious cause ? Se- 
cure the co-operationd of the human tm7/, and I should 
have no fear of the grand result, nor^of any arguments 
that could be brought forward to show its impractical 
bility. I defy any beKever in revelatidn to prove f that 
the grand objects allndedto sre imprqcticahie. Is it 
impracticable to cultivnte bairen wastes, and to turn 
the vrildemess intofruitfiil fields? Have not Britain 
and the Eastern Stated of America been cleared of 
their ancieht forests, and been transformed into gar- 
dens and cultivated plains? and 'where savages once 
soamed among cave^ and thickets, are there not splen- 
did dties, palaces, temples^ and seats of learning every 
where to be seen ? Is it imp^cticable to arrange ^ijid 
€8tablish a system of moral and intellectual instruction 
for all ranks of men ?* Are there dot thousands of sem* 
21 
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iMries, both in EiUPO|ie aod America^ and millkms re-^ 
ceiving instruction lit them, where, a century ago, no 
such institution existed? Is it impracticable to con- 
vert savage nations to the Christian faith, ^nd to bring 
them into a state of civilization and social comfort* 
Have not thousands and ten thousands of rude Hotten- 
tots, and the idolatrous siavages of the Isles of the Pa^ 
cific, been turned from heathen dai^ess, to the light 
of the gospel, and raised from a state of degradation to 
the enjoyment of the blessings of civilis&ed life, within 
the course of the last thirty years ? In such instances^ 
we behold at least B.p(xrtial accomplishment of4he ob- 
jects to wUch we aHude ; and on the principal that 
"whatever man has done, xnsn may do^^ it requires 
nothing more than an indefinite increase of the same 
energies ^e have already put forth, and a greater pro- 
portion of weakh to assist in c^^riying forward such 
energies, in order to bring into efiect every thing re- 
quisite for the regeneration of the world. . 

Above all, can we say, that it is impracticable to 
bring about what God has positively declared shall be 
realized in ourworkj? He hath given forth his de- 
cree, and " sworn by his holiness,'' and " by the right 
han4 of his strength," to secure its accomplishment — 
that " the whole earth shall be filled with his glory, and 
all flesh see it tocher"— that " the heathen shall fear 
tbs name of the Lord, and all kings of the earth l]^ 
glory"— that *^ there shall be nottung to hurt or destroy, 
m all his holy moui^tain/'— ^and " that righteousness and 
t»raise shall spring forth before all nations." And we 
Know, that " Ms cpun^l shall stsind, and he will do all 
his pjeasiire," for " the kingdom is the Lord's, and he 
is the Oovemor among the nations," and ^ all his saints 
are in his hand," as instruments to execute his designs. 

Shall it then be SjEud, that the physical and moral re* 
novation of the ^ world is impracticable ? or that it is 
impossH)le to raise a hundred millions of f>ounds, every 
yearibr suqh an obj^t, when no less' than fifty miU* 
ioii^ are annually, expended in Great Britain and Ire* 
land for ardent »airits qhne* Jt is calculalted, thai 
fhef^ are in the British metropolis algjOe, upwards of 
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ofie hundred thousand confirmed dram-drinkers, who 
' drink, on an average, two glasses of spirits a day, which, 
allowing only IJd. per glass, makes £1250 daily spent 
in dram-drinking, whicl^ in a single year, amounts to 
the enormous sum of £456,250, or nearly half a million 
of pounds, which is nearly double of what is contribu- 
ted by all the Bible and Missionary Societies of Brit- 
ain^ And shall less than the twelfth part of the popu- 
lation of London spend such an enormous sum in such 
.vicious and degrading practices, and shall the whole 
inhabitan[ts of Britain not raise the- one half of it for 
promoting the most glorious and important^ object to 
which our aims can te directed? A mostglanng de- 
ficiency in' Christian principle and liberality must exists 
where such incongruities occur ; and, it is. now more 
than time for Christians to ask themselves,, what they 
have been doing with their money. A laboring dram- 
drinker can devote two shillii^ a week, or nearly five 
guineas a year, to his demoralizing habits, while a 
wealthy Christian; with five times his income, contents 
himself, pei*haps, with tiie contribution of a single giiin- 
ea, or even less, for promoting the kingdom of Christ, 
and the eternal salvation of men I SucK an inconsisten- 
cy ought no longer to exist amon£ those who assume 
the Christian name. Let them ei&er take their stand 
at once, among the men of the world, who attempt to 
serve both 'God and mammon, or come forward like 
noble champions of the cross, and consecrate to the 
honor of God, treasures worthy of the sublime and 
glorious unkertaking, which they are called upon to 
achieve. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



ON fHE MEANS TO 9£ MMPhOYSVi WOA TJ|B COUNTSR- 
' ACTION OF COVBTOUSNESS. 

Every impFovement m society is brought abbOt bv 
exertion,, and by tlie diligent use of those means which 
are best cak^nlated to promote the end intended. 
Chri^ianity was introduced iuito the wcM'td, and rapidly 
extended ^over many nations, by the unwearied labors 
of the apostle*, who* tiravelted into remote countries,' 
siubmitting to numerous hardshit)s dangers and priva- 
tions, and " counted not then* lives dear to them, so that 
that they might testify the gospel of the grace of Grod," 
and promote the salvation of men. Had the same 
holy ardor vi^ch animated those first ambassadors of 
the Prince of Peace, been displayed by their successors, 
the worid would have been in a very different state 
from that in which we now behold it. It is owing to 
our apathy and inactivity" as Christians, that so many 
immcNralitiies and unholy principles are to be found dis- 
plaving* their baneful effects around ui^ 'and that so lit^ 
tie has oeen done for the advancement of society, and 
the evangelization of heathen nations. If we wish to 
behold a work rf reformation going forward, and Zion 
beginning to appear •* beautiful and glorioui^ in the eyes 
of thetiations," vre must arouse ourselves frora^ our m- 
dolence^ and seize upon every means by which vice 
and every malignant principle may be counteracted 
and thoroughly subdued. And as covetousness fies 
near the founoatioh of most of the evils connected 
with general soeielyj* and vnth^ a profession of Christ- 
ianity^ it becomes us to use evefy rational and Christian 
21* 
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mean; which may have a tenden<r^ to ensh its power, 
and to promote the exercise of opposite affections. 
Some or the means by which this jonboly principle may 
be subdu^, haVe afaneady been alluded to, and embodi- 
ed in the fonn of motives and ailments addressed ib 
the consciences of professors of religion. In addition 
t6 these, I shall suggest only tWO or three partic* 
ulars. 



1. Frequentpreaching anthis suljectfando(xasio^ 
public sermons for t^ purpose of tUtis^ating: it — ^ 
shiMild be resorted to for tne purpose of couateractipg 
fbk malignant i^ection. 

There js perhaps no mode by wUch so . powerful aa 
impressiojQ may be made on any subject, on the mind^ 
of Christians in general, as by the vtva voce discourses, 
of a res]>ect;ed» ^oquen^ $tnd enUghtehed preacher9;e8- 
pecially if his discussions be enlivened by vivid repre- 
sentations of sensible obje9ts, and appeals to striking 
facts connected with his subject, ^ch appeals, cad 
scarcely be alto^ther resisted by persons in^pressed 
with religious pnnpiple ; and it is to be regretted, that 
Christians have not n^pre frequently, in this way, been 
stirred up to a performance of their duty. Nor ought 
it to be considered as deViatii^ from the preaching of 
thegospeL when such subjects are introduced into the 
pulpit:. FoT^ they are intimately connecte4 with th^ 
progress of Divine truth ; and the gospel can never 
extemively take effect, nor jits pnncipies be full^ acted 
upon in Christian society, till such subjects be pointedly 
apd publicly brought fc^ward, and undergo the most se- 
riousvand solemn condderation. But it Inquires to be 
carefully attended to, .that no preacher <M>me forward 
pub&cly todenounce coyetousoess, and to attempt to stir 
yp Christians to liberality, who is himself known, or sus- 
pected to be under the iiifl,uence of a ^ worldly or ay^ 
cious disposition. The rnQstyividr^pFesenlatioiis, and 
the most pathetic appeals of ,i^ch a preacher would 
o^ly rebound from the hearts 9f his a^dience, like aa 
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Arrow from a waU of marble. For how could a mail 
who is continually as{Hring after wpalth^living in splen- 
dor, yet grumbling on account of the smallness of his 
income, and who seldom gives in prc^rtion to his 
ability to any philanthropic object ; how could such a 
one expect, by thef'most splendid oration, to produce 
a deep and moral impression upon his hearers f Few 
c^xample, in this, as well as in every other case, would 
have a n^ore powerful effect thaii precept. 

A few months ago, I was^ conversing with a gentle- 
man on this subject, who mentioned ^several honorable 
examples of liberality connected with ,th^ oongrega** 
tion of which he is a member ;, some of whom, who 
only Occupied a medium station in lifev contributed to the 
amount of twenty and thirty pounds yearly for.pi;iblic 
religious purposes, so that the whole congre^tioa 
raised £500 or £600 annually for missionary and 0th* 
er purposes, besides the regular maintenance of the 
gospel amon^ themselves. His minister, h^ said, main- 
^ tained the pnnciple, that every Christian should, at least, 
devote the one-tenth of his income, for religious pur- 
po^s. I ]asked him the anioilnt of the minister's sti- 
pend, ahd was informed, that it was at least £450 per ' 
annum. I then iniquired, if his ministers set an exam- 
ple to his hearers by acting< in accordance with his own 
principle, and if it Was a met that he devoted £46 per 
annum to religious and philanthropic objectfi? The 
reply was, "1 am sure he does not.?) ** To what 
Amount, then, does he contribute for such purposes?" 
"About eight or ten pounds anmially, at the utmost.** 
" If this be the case," 1 replied, " I should scarcely have 
had the effrontery to inculcate siich a principle ^pon 
others ; and I was given to understand, that, in this c^se, 
the. discrepancy between his conduct and the principle 
admitted, was beginning to be particularly mark^d^ 
Why should ministers, particularly those who hitve 
handsome incomes, consider themselves as exceptions 
to a general rule ? If they do not set an example of 
liberdity in their conduct, all their instructions on this 
point will go for notfaiis, and be <mly as ^* a sounding 
prass or tinklmg cymbu." 
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' 2. Christian churches should strictly investigate the 
conduct of their members in relatioil to the portion of 
wealth they devote to religious objects.* 

Those i^embers of a Christian church whose hi- 
comes are generally known, and who are remiss on 
this pointy ought to be calmly reasoned with as to their 
duty in this respect, pii scriptural grounds, and m ac- 
cordance with tne principles and obligations they admit 

. as Christians^ And, if they obstihately resist every 
argument and admonition addressed to them, and re- 
fuse to give a fair propcntion^of their substance to the 
service of Him from whom they derived it, they ought 
to be suspended from the peculiar privil^es of Christ- 
ian societ)r. The church of Christ has undcHibtedly a 
right to take cognizance of its members, as to this 
point,as wellas when they are chargeable with a breach 
of duty in any other respect, or found guihy ot a. di- 
rect violation of the4aws.pf God. We are too apt to 
imagine, (and custom has too long sanctioned the opin- 
ion) that the censures of the church are only to be in- 

" flicted on those who are giiilty of what the worW terms 
scandals; and many professors of religion are thus 
led to consider themselves as acting a dutiful pait in 
Christian society, if no such scandals can be proved 
against them. But, the non-perforrnaQce of duty is 
equidly sinful, and as regularly denounced in scripture, 
arthe direct commission of vicious actions. " If thou 
foii)ear to defiver them that are drawn qnto death, and 
thos6 that ar^ ready to be slain ; doth not He who 
poiidereth the heart consider it ?" Whoso hath tli^ 
world^sgood, and seetfr bis brother* hftve need, and 
shutteth up hi^ bowels of compassion trotn him, how^ 
dwelleth ithe love of God in him. .The unprofitable 
servant who hid his talent in the earth, is not accused of 
drunkenness^ uncleanness, licentiousness, or any simiTar 
crime, yeit, because he misikiproved the talent committed 
to his tni^t, )ie is doomed to the same punishnient as the 
most flagrant workers of iniquity. " Cast ye the un- 
profitable servant into outer daikness^. there shall be 
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peeping aiid gpashing of teetb.'^ It is by the regular 
performance of duty more than by freedom from vi- 
cipus practic^es that the ideality of Christian principle i» 
' displayed. There is perhaps nothing^ that brings a 
man*s Christian character, to a more decisive test, Doth 
to bis own conscience, and in the eyes of pjthers than the 
eircumi^anee of his vciuntury and perseveringly devot* 
ing a fair proportion of his wealth to the service of God^ 
and the benefit of mankind. A worldly minded m|ui 
may continue for a considerable time to attend Divine 
ordinances, and make a faii^ profess\ 
while no. regular demands are made t 
but, were he called, upon to <^ntribut 
least the tenth part of his income^ it is n 
able he would display the latent avarit 
by mustering up a /hcMst of carnal ^arguments against , 
such a de,in^d, and would soon take his station, where 
he ought to be, among the men .pf the wPrld. But, if 
,a man of wealth devote one-third, one-fourth, or even 
one-tenth of his riches to the dause of God and religion, 
add act a consistent part m other respects, a Christ- 
ian church possesses, perhaps, the most tan^ble jevi- 
denc^ they can demand of subh a man's religious prin- 
ciple.. 

There is a certain false delicacy which some religious 
communities seem to feel in meddling with the pecu- 
fiiary affairs or tdlotments o£ individuals, and especially 
of those who are v^ealthy, or who move^in the bighef 
spheres of society. ^ They are Jifraid lest the pride of 
such persona should be hurtby^such plain dealing— 
lest they should iBy off at a tangent froip their commu- 
nity, and lest the funds of their society should be injur- 
ed by their withdrawnient. But, althou^ it i& prpper. 
td use the greatest priidence and delicacy in sueh mat- 
ters, yet, if such persons refuse to . hsten to caJm rea- 
soning ^add scriptural arguments and admonitions, the v 
cive evidence of a spirit which is hiconsistent with 
Christian pridcip]e ; and it is no honor to any church to 
hav^ such enrolled among the number of its members* 
A church of Christ isa society whose members are 
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atiimated by holy principles and aflfections ; but moi^ 
ofoHV churches require to be sifted and purified — to be 
purified^ from the communion of those who sire actua-^ 
ted by a worldly spirit, and who have little more of re- 
ligion than the name; and, I know no better external 
test that could be applied for this purpose, than that 
which is stated above. A. church composed of ei^ty 
^'right-hearted " Christian men, generous, ardent, har- 
monious, and persevering in their efforts to ^promote 
the extension' of Messiah^s kingdom, would do far more 
to advance the interests of true religion, than if they 
were mixed up with 500 men of a carnal spirit, who 
are chiefly guided in their religious professions' by the 
opinions of the world. Such a select band would 
move onward in harmopy and peace, without interrup- 
tion from men of proud and Carnal dispositions, "their 
light would shine before men,** and others would ** take 
knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus,*^ 
and might be induced to follow their example ^nd walk 
in their steps. 

As Christian churches should be zeakAis in incufca- 
ting the duty of liberality, so they ought -to take special 
cognizance of actu, and general conduct, which display 
a spirit of avarice. 

When a church meihber hasbeeti found guilty of un- 
cleanness, of an act of drunkenness orof pilferingan arti- 
4&le from his neighb6r,a hue and cry is instantly raised ; 
and he is separated from the 8ociety,or at least, brought 
under the discipline of the church. And the parity of 
Christian communion requires that censuire should be in- 
flicted on all such delinquencies, and the offender, if pos- 
sible, brought to a sense -of his guilt, and to the exercise 
of repentance. But, it is not a litUe strange and unac- 
countable, that*ivhile strictattentionJspaid to such in* 
sulated Sicts of moral delinquency, which in soBie in- 
stances, are only exceptions to the gpneral character <Jf 
the individuals, and not Jialnti of vice ; men shoukl be 
permitted to remain in the church, without the least 
cedsure or admonition, who are guilty not only of acts 
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Vfhh^ indicate the .predomin^noe of avQiice, but gaoa 
in a systematic course qf such conduct. Although 
there is, scarcely any thing that so clearly designates 
the character of an individual, as habitual aVarice, yet 
in many cases, it is scarcely considered as a scandal, 
because general society is disposed to wink at it— ^as if 
an avaricious ChristitMi were not a contradiction in 
terms. , 

For example, a membier of a^church becomes bankr 
rapt and compounds with his creditors, some of whom 
are poor people, for seven shillings in the pound. He 
resumes business, lives as luxuriously as formerly ; and, 
in the course of eight or nine years, purchases proper- 
ty and enlarges his domestic estabjishmerit ; but never 
thinks of paying off even a fraction .of his former 
debts, because he knows that the civil law. cannot 
compel him. Yet, he may hold hisv states in Christian 
society, and even in churches that profess a peculiaf 
strictness as to Christian communion. ^ Take another 
example: A person, who enjoyed a Wcratiye trade, 
and who was known to be possessed of a certain por- 
tion of property or wealth, went to a friend, when ly- 
ing on her death-bed, in the absence: of her husband^ 
and, instead of conversing with her on the important , 
realities of religion and the eternal world— endeavored 
tp inveigle her.to subscribe aninstrument, conveying to 
his family the whole of her property ; which would 
have reduced her husband to something approaching to 
absolute poverty, although they were all members of the 
same religious community. What shall we think of 
such a person going from one attorney to another,*" to 

• A friend of mine lately informed tne, that when conversing with a 
younff lawyer of an upright disposition, on a late occasion, he remark- 
ed to him, "that he had never beensod?eply iinpressed with tlie evil 
dispositions which abound in society, as since he commenced business 
fts a legal practitioner. He had been applied to by persons of all 
tanks, and of almost all religious permastons — ^by persons who rank 
•s respectable characters jn society, for the purpose ' of ascertaining 
whether, by any legal (mirk or mancBuvre they could manage to get 
wills altered or caocellea, and deeds and contracts broken or evaded, in 
order to enrich themselves at the expense of odiers, and in violation of 
natural justice.'' 80 little moral aqd Christian principle is yet to be found 
e^en in leligious society •, that many who name the name of Christ; 
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endeavor to ascertain, whether he could by legal 
meims, inflict an act of injustice on bis Ghrfstiaji friend 
aikl brother, and rob him of his worldly substance, and 
so far as in his power, reduce him to a state of indi- 
gence ? Or, what shall we think of one who has a 
flourishing business, in conjunction with a certain de- 
gree of wealth, who is extremely fastidious about cer- 
tain disputed points of religion, and who assumes an 
air of peculiar sanctity, yet will condescend, in the 
regular course of trade, to sell over his counter gills of 
ardent spirits to emaciated and debauched fem^s and 
others, merely fof ihe sake of the pialtry gains which 
such a demoralizing practice procures ? 

The instanpes of avarice, as displayed among mem- 
hers of the Christian church, are so numerous, that vol- 
umes might be filled with the details. Whiit should 
we think' of a clergyman selling a quantity of victuals 
to a baker ( and finding immediately afterwards, that 
prices were risings ihiportuned the purchaser to give up 
the bargain, under pretence of his requiring the whole 
of it for seed-^which wais no sooner dpne than he im- 
mediately sold it for an advance of several pounds ? 
What should we think of the'saipe individual receiving 
, from a friend an article of diess, and immediately offer- 
ing it for sale to gratify his disposition for hoarding? 
pilfering quantities of nails from the workmen employ- 
ed on his premises—ctettpcmn^ every article he intended 
to purchase, till he could acquire it, if possible, at half its 
value, tmd manifesting duplicity and falsehood in)many 
of his transactions ? Yet, although such conduct was 
somewhat notorious, and even talked over throughout 
all the country around, no public notice was ever taken 
of, it by the judicatories of the church to which he be- 
longed* : 
Many who make the most glaring profession of reli- 
gion and are extremely fastidious in respect to evangek^ 

think all is right, if the civil law cannot interpose to punish their d^peitM - 
and nefarious practices. A gentleman >iir bo is an elder in a Pre8b3rteri- 
an church, lately ayerred to me, in strong laneua^e " that no nlTan 
should be considered as acting improperly or uncCfistianly, if he acted 
ianccordejifitwitlLthe civil law" 
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ical views and orthodox opinions, are not uafrequently 
distinguished by selfish, and avaricious dispositions. 
There would be no end in specifying all the particu- 
lar instances, and circumstances connected with the 
manifestation of covetousness, even by persons who 
are continually talking about union with Christ, spirit- 
ual mindedness, and their own and other's conversions. 
Some of these, and I state it with deep rehictance ^nd 
I'egret, have been known, on many occasions, to prac- 
tice duplicity and deceit in many of their dealings, in 
order to secure a good bai^gain or an extraordinary 
profit— rto traduce the characters of their brethren in 
order to gain a lucrative situation^o injure most seri- 
ously th^ pecuniary ^interests of others by not fulfilling 
a verbal agreement, because the civil law could not 
compel tl^eni — to rob the widow and the fatherless, un- 
der the pretence of legal right and power — to (conde- 
scend to every low and squeezing means of deriving 
profits, and in^creasing their riches-^to deny contracts 
and obligations, when they coiild not be legally proved 

a religious or 
d with a sneer, 
;h a grudge the 
t a uttle unac- 
b6 overlooked, 
that profess a 
precepts of the 
all the cases I 
jh some of them 
^ Fa few individ- 

uals, were never thought worthy of being brought len- 
der the discipline of the church. - There is" an iridiffer- 
ence, ^nd a bluntness of moral perception among t)ie 
rhembers of manjr Christian societies, which prevents 
them from perceiving the malignity and unscriptural 
character of such dispositions and practices, because 
they are not generally considered ^s scandals by the 
world around them. But, if we wish, to preserve pu-' 
rity in the church, to promote the extehsion of Chnst- 
ianity, to undermine the spirit of avarice and to encour- 
;i^e a principle of Christian generosity — it becomes re- 
22 
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ligious wo^NteAoB to k>ok more aarrowly into the di8tx>si* 
tkMM and practices of their members, and by every 
scriptural means, to endeavor to ivipe away the dis- 
grace y/tich has been cast on our holy religion, by the 
woridly mindedness of those who " have crept in una<^ 
wares ^ into the bosom of the church. 

3. The churches of Christ should now begin to di&^ 
tinguish themselves from other societies, by exhibiting 
to the world such displays of liberality as Christianity 
requires. 

If we ever expect to behold society advancing in 
its progress, the knowledge of Divine truth riapidly ex- 
tending through the world, and a noble generosity, in 
respect of money, displayed for iw^complishing such 
purposes ; it is to the church we must look in the first 
mstance, Yo\9e^ an example, to all others, of its disinter- 
ested and God-like liberdHty. The true church is •* a 
city set upon an hill ;" it is an qbject of attention^ and 
minutely surveyed by surrounding spectators, many of 
whom have their eyes directed, so as to mark its defeiets^ 
and to expose the conduct of its citizens to public view. 
According to the aspect it presents, ahd the virtues or 
vices displayed by those who enjoy its privileges, will 
be the opinion formed by those who al^e wfiiout its 
pale, and who may wish to enrol themselves among the 
number of its citizens. It is therefore, incumbent 
upon every one of them, that they "let their light so 
shine before men, that others may see their good works 
and glorify their Father who is in heaven," If its 
light shine with brilliancy, it will attract the eyes of 
surrounding spectators ; if the heavenly virtues of its 
citizeqs are conspipumis, and uniformly displayed in ail 
their actions and arrangements, it will have a tendency 
to lead them to inquire into their principles and to join 
tfieir society. Now, this virtue of OAm^n liberality 
is perhaps one of the inost visible and tangible modes 
by AVhich the %ht and efficacy of heavenfy^ truth .are 
made manifest to all. In the display of this virtue* 
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hypocrisy cafinot continue lo^g to. wear the v^l. A 
worldly minded man may be mduced^ in an instance 
or two,. to make a display of ^eneroaty foi: tha soke of 
character ; but his ruling pnnciples will soon induce 
him to n!iuster up numerous arguments against the con- 
tinuance of such exertions, and to retire from the field 
<^ Christian benevolence. Other virtues and dbplays 
of religious principle, may sometimes be construed into 
superstition or fanaticism ; but a perseverance in the 
path of Christian liberality, and a visible exhibition to 
th^ world of its benignant and extensive effects, can 
scarcely be imputed to such causes, but to the infki^ 
ence of higher principtes which have been impressed 
with powenul conviction upw the mind. And I am 
strongly convinced, that Christianity will. never make a 
powerful and umversal impression upon the inhabitants 
of any land, till its beneficent effects be thus visibly di»- 
played in the conduct of those, whp profess aH adher- 
ence to its causCi So lone as selfishness and worldly 
mindedness are displayed by the majority W its pro- 
fessors, so long as many of its ministers i^ behekl as- 
piring after its wealth and emoluments wiore than after 
the performance of its duties, it will continue to be 
despised by those whose hearts have • never b^eii 
brought under, its influence* 

In order to induce Christians to come forwajrd and 
display tho^ liberality on a larger scale than they have 
ever yet done, I shall lay before them a few recent in- 
stances of generosity^ in promoting the cause of learn- 
ing and religion, which I trust, wiU prove a stimulus to 
those on whom (jod has bestowed riches and affluence, 
to " go and do likewise.*' Some of the followinjc state- 
ments are taken from Drs. Reed and Matheson's 
** Narrative of a visit to the American Churches." 

(^enmlle is a small town which is considered as 
wholly religious. The settlement was formed by a 
party of ninety persons from Netir England. On ar* 
riving at this spot, they ^ve themselves to prayer that 
they mi^ht be directed m choosing their resting place 
in the wilderness, and enjoy the blessing of G^. At 
first they rested with the^* Uttle Ones in their wagons, 
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and the first pertniinent building they erected wits a 
church for Divine worship. The people retain the sim- 
ple uid pious manners of their fathers. They all go 
to churcn ; and there arq 400 in a state of communion. 
They gire a thousand dollars a year to religious instil 
ttitions. One plain than, who haii never allowed him- 
self the luxury of a set of fire irons, besides what he 
does at homey ^ves a hundred dollars a year to religious 
objects. In mis settlement, the drunkard, the' fornica- 
tor, and the sabbath-breaker are not found ; and, what 
b yet better, in the last report, there was only one fam- 
ily that had not domestic worship."* In this instance 
we behoM a select bam^ of Christian men voluntarily 
devoting their wealth to the cause of God ; and as an 
evidence of the efiect of such a principle, almost the 
whole compiunity is distinguished for tne practtce of 
Christian virtues.: 

The Theological Seminary at Andov^r, which con- 
tains a chapel, a set of elegant and commodious buikl- 
ings a philosophical apparatus^ a library of 1 1 ,000 vot 
times, and (embracing a portion of land of 1^0 acres, 
was founded not many y^ars ago, at the suggestion of 
the Jlev. D^. Spring, father of the Rev. Dr. Spring of 
New York, in concert with Messrs. Bartlett and Brown. 
When they met to epgage in fi*ee conversation on the 
subject, and had considered the nature of the object to 
be accomplished, "Well," said Mr. Brown, ** I will 
give 10,000 dollars." " Why," said Mr. Bartlett, « did 
you not sav 20,000, and I \yould too." Dr. Spring 
weait to Salem, and saw his friend Mr. Norris there, 
told him what it was proposed to do, and obtained 
another ten thousand dollars, and thus the work pro- 
ceeded. Mr. Bartlett, in addition to his first mft, buih 
the chapel connected with the Institution, which cost 
50,000 dollars^ afterwards one of the win^ and seve- 
ral houses for the professors, as well as endowed seve- 
ral professorships. It is thought, thkt i|i several ways 
he has given to this object not less thail 200,000 dol- 
lars, (at)out je45, 000,) and there is reason to believe» 

♦ Narrative vol. i. pp. 168, 169. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



FOH^TRB MUlfTBftiUmOir OF COTBTOOSirEgS. 957 

that aU bid benevolent intentions are nc^ yet foIfHled."^ 
Here is an example of truly Christian liberality which 
deserves to be imitated by our wealthy profeasoi^ of 
relkion. Had we only a thousand Christian tnen subh 
a^ Mr. Bartlett among us, we might raise fifty milHons 
of pounds from them in the course of a few years ; 
and what immense benefits might thus be conferred on 
mankind. Mr. Bartlett, however, did not receive this 
wealth by inheritance, but by his o¥rn energies. He 
wa&first a shoe-maker in Newbury, and became, in the 
end, for talents and success^ a first rate merchant. He 
occupies a good house, but lives in a very plain style, 
and has evidently more pleasure in bestowing than in 
consuming his property^"t And is it reasonable to 
8ttppo$e, Siat ttus gentleman is less happy than others, 
because he has parted with so great a proportion of 
his wealth for the good of mankind ? On the cctatraty, 
I jBtm certain, he enjoys a serenity of mind, and a satis- 
faction infinitely superior to the grovelling mortals, who 
either hoard their wealth for no useful purpose, or who 
waste it in gratifying a taste for worldly splendor and 
extravagance; 

After a revival i^ a churth in Geneva^ State of New 
York, in 1830, it is remarked that 4;he appropriations 
of religious chanty were nearly doubled the suceeei^ 
ing year. That church sustains one foreign missicwt'^ 
rj^, at an expense of 666 dollars^— thirteen home mis- 
sionaries, at one hundred dollars each— nine scholar^ 
dbips of th6 American Edu<5ation Society, at 75 dol^ 
lars each ; which, in addition to the apprc^riations for 
the Bible, Tract, Sabbath school, and other objiects of 
bepevolence^ amounts to more than 4Q00 dollars, du- 
ring the first year.:|: This fact demonstrates, what we 
have already alluded to, that wherever the principles 
of true reUffion and sterling piety take a thofough pos^ 
session of me mmd, they lead to ac|» of noble gene- 
ro«ity ; and that » perseverance in such conduct^ is pne 

■ ■■ I m f ' ■ ' ■ " II U I I I H »' 

• Reed'sNarrative.&cvoI.i. pp.435— 6i 
t lb id. p. 48a 

* lb id. vol. iu p. 19. 
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of the gtrongedt proo6 of the power of reli^oii upon 
the heart. 

At Dorchester, a village six miles from Bocitoii, Dr. 
Reed obsefves, ^ there are Sabbath schods and an 
Academy for superior education. The ignorant are 
taught, the sick find medicine and sympathy, and the 
poor are promoted to adopt methods of domestic thrift 
and decency. The whole village presents an example 
of the effect of religion, 90 administered. No children 
are left to grow up in ignorance ; few persons abstain 
from a place of worship; and here, where every thing 
else is on a small scale, the schools and churches as- 
sume an imposing character." Hdw many villages of 
this description csin be pointed out in 6reat Britain and 
Ireland ? and is it not owing to our apathy and ava- 
rice, that do few scenes of this description should meet 
our eye ? 

*< I know of no bountry,^' says Dr. Reed, " where 
there are more examples of beneficence and n^a^ifi- 
cence, [than in Arnica.] The rich will act nobly out 
of their abuhd^ce, and the poor wiU act as nobly out 
of their penury. There are refreshinff instances of 
individuals sustaining schools, professorships^ missiona- 
ries, and evangelists. Ministers are repeatedly making 
movements, in which it was evident that every thing 
was to be sacriflded to usefulness. I have seen the 
pastor, at sixty, beloved and happy in his people, give 
up all to go torth into the wilderness, because he 
tnought that his etample more than his labors, might 
bless the West, — ^while the church has been as rejSy 
though ^with tears, when she has 
it was for the good of the^ church 
leeh a band of students, careless of 
on at home, forsake the college at 
s6ed with honor, and covenant to go 
le 2000 miles to rear a kindred insti^ 
t. And r have seen the aged mta ' 
kindle at their enthusiasm and support them with his 
purse, when unable to be their companion.* 

• " Narrative," Ac, vol ii. p. 282. While returning thanks to Dm. 
Reed and Matheson for the entertainment and the valuable infinmi^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



FOR TR£ CdinrTBRACnOII ^ COVMOVSNESS. 959 

As an evidence of the Hb^r^y displayefd iii the 
Northern States of America, there are no less than 
tweftty-pne Theological colleges, all of which have 
befen instituted since ' ain 863 

students, and hav( plumes. 

There are seventy* ucation, 

most of them with p rid they 

have 8136 studentj re been 

erected since 1814. nety-six 

colleges and 9032^ st swYork 

alone, besides all the private seminaries, there are 9600 
schools sustained at a yearly expense of 1,126)482 
dollars! Most of the above mentioned si^minarie'd, 
with the stately edificie's c<)nnected with them, have 
been reared and established b^ voluntary donations. 
The i* American Sunday School Union" is likewise a 
noble example of Christian activity and beneficence. 
In 1832, the eighth year of its existenecj it had 790 
auxiliaries; 9^87 scnools were in connection, h^tviRg 
542,420 scholars and 80,913 teachers. The expendi- 
ture for that year was 117,703 dollar^ : — For 1833, it 
was 136,855^ ' The most vigorous efforts of this socie- 
ty have been directed to the valley of the Mississippi. 
In 1830, it wad resolved unanimously, — **ThSit in reli- 
ance upon Divine aid, they would endeavor within two 
years to establish a Sunday School in evety destitute 

Slace where it is practical, throughout the valley of 
lississippi,*' that is, over a <Jountry which is 1200 miles 
wide, and 2400 in lehgth* There ate thkty-six agents 
wholly employed in this service r aridy daring 1833, they 
established' 500 schools and revived a thousand. 

tion whichtheir " Narrative " affords-^the writer of this cannot but ex- 
pi«s8 his regret that' their work was not publi^ed in a more economical 
style. Had it been published, as it might have been, at half it^ present 
price, and comprised in two neat 12 mo. volumes, it would have been 
purchased by three times the number, and have been read by ten times the 
lumber of inctividuals who will be likely to peruse it in its present sti|,te. 
Thepjice of such books prevents their being generally read by the mass 
of Christian society, and consequently forms a barrier t<y the general 
diffusion of knowledge. Has covetousness, on th« pait of ^at publish- 
ers any share in this matter^ 
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Tbe f<dk>wiiig ex«in[^ o( cavetousness and libc^rat 
ky are extracted, from an Americaaperiod]caI.entitled, 
"The MiBMoHary," for May 2, 1835 ; published at the 
Missioiiary Press, Burhngton^ New Jersey, by melnbers 
of the American Episcopal Church. 

" A gentleman having called, the preceding auttimn, 
to obtain aid for hiring a missionary in Tennessee, I 
thoij^t I would go and introduce him to our congrega- 
tion ; and we called first on Squire L ■ ■■ , as he is 
the richest man in town, although I had little hope of 
success from that quarter. He put us off, as usuaj, 
with an account of his numerous fi^mily expenses, the 
frequent cdls upon him for money, the du^ of seeing 
our own church free from debt, and our clergyman well 
provided for, before we assisted others, aod concluded 
vnth his old, thread-bare proverb, " Charity begins at 
homer We then called on his neighbor, Mr. S ■ , 

a man of considerable wealth, and no diildren to in- 
herit it. He read the paper, said it was a deserving 
obfeet, but that he feh too poor to contribute. He col- 
(»ed slightly, as he said this, and then, as if ashamed tp 

Eve nothing, and anxious to rid himself of such troub- 
some visitants, banded \k% 25 cents, (two shillings,) and 
we took our leave. We met with various success; 
some gave cheerfully, and liberally ; others girudgingly, 
and not a few declined altogether. Our last caU was 
on Mr. R — ^ — , the shoemwer ; we found him, as I 
expected, busily engaged at hw work. He received 
us kindly, made inquiries about the state of the church 
in Tennessee, which showed that he felt a lively inter- 
est in the subject, lamented his inalNlity to do much, 
but said» he would do something: He then stepped 
into the house, and returned immediately vrith tvM dol- 
lars, which he begged my companion to accent as an 
expression of his good Will. Knowing hito to be what 
is called, in the Jangui^ of the world, a poor man^ 
[though in gospel phrase he is eminently rich;] I 
asked him how he contrived to subscribe to each one 
of our benevolent institutions, to take a weekly reli* 
gious newdpaper^ to contribute liberally tO'th& suMXMt 
of our cleigymah, and yet have so much to spare lot a 
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distant church ? He toW' me, it was easily done, by 
obeying St. Paulas precept, %i 1 Cor. xvi. 2. In othw 
words, be was systematically charitable. He madc^ it 
a point of duty always to consecrate a portion of hi? 
weekly income to the Lord. " I eatn,'' satid. he, " one 
day with another, about a dollar a day,' and I can^ 
without inconvenfenee to myself or family, lay by five 
cents of this sum for charitable purposes ; the amount 
is thirty cents a week, (half a crown.) My wife takes 
in sewing and wasliing, and earns something like two 
dollars a week, and she lays by ten cents of that. My 
children, each of them earn a shilling or two, and are 
glad to contribute their penny ; so that altogether, we 
"/ay by us in More/* forty-five cents a vreek. And, if 
we have been unusually prospered, we contribute 
something more. The weekly amount is deposited 
every Sunday morning in a box kept for that purpose, 
and reserved for fiiture use. Thus, by these small 
savings, we have learned, that it is more blessed to give 
than to receive. The yearly amount saved in this way 
is about twenty-five dollars ; apd I distribute this among 
the various benevolent societies, according to the best 
of my judgment." Now this man is "a consistent 
Christian, a bright example of Christian benevoliwice. 
He looks upon his little earnings as a talent lent him of 
God, a part of which should be sacredly appropriated 
to his service." 

In the same " Miissionary Tract," it is stated, that the 
Treasurer of the " Domestic and Foreign Missionary 
Society," on April lOth, received 477 dollars and 41 
cents,* of which 5 dollars are the avails of needle work 
hy four little girb, from four to eleven years of age, 
for the church at Jacksonville, Illin(Hs ; ^ and 35 dollars 
fi'om the Sunday school of St. Luke's church, New 
York ; 15 of them in redemption of a pledge for the 
education of an Indian child, named Levi SiUiman Ives^ 
in honor of their former rector, now the excellent bish- 
op of North Carolina.* ' ^ 

♦ A doUar is equal in vliltie to about four shillings and.six pen6e, and 
a ce7i< to one half-penfiy Eng^iish.' 
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In our own country, we h^ve likewise many char- 
acters distinguished for Christian beneficence. Mr. 
John Lloyd of Nelson square, London, who died in 
June, 1895, was a liberal contributor to the cause of 
religion, under the signature L. He was civil engineer, 
employed at the government dock yards. He retired 
from business four years before his death, devoting his 
large fortune to the glory of God, and the go<xl of 
men, both at home and abroad. . 
are known to have been distribu 
societies under the letter L; nor 
of them in his will, having bequeat 
ry Society £4000; the Home 
£4000 ; tlie British and Foreign E 
Religious Tract Society £3000 ; 1 
day School Society £1000; Sui 
lent Society £1000; the Christ c 
in Marlborough street, £500 ; the 
Society £500;* in all £29,000 ! What ap example 
to wealthy Christians I and how much good may such 
an individual be instrumental in communicating to the 
church and the world 1 The concealment of his name 
in the numerous donations bestowed in his life time, 
arose from his retiring habits, and a desire '^ not to let 
his left hand know what his right himd did," and a ]iope 
that others would follow his example. 

The Rev. Richard Knill, in the Evangelical Maga- 
zine for November, 1835, mentions a Wel^h gentleman 
who has 200 sovereigns ready to be given for introdu- 
cing more of the piety and talent of our churches into 
the work of the ministry ; and a minister, once a stu- 
dent at Homerton, who proposes to assist four, six, or 
eight students in their preparatory studies, gratuitously. 
In the same number of this Magazine, Mr. Rathray of 
Demarara, mentions that the negroes are beginning to 
make monthly Contributions for the purchase of Bibles, 
and other religious puiposes, and that their first month- 
ly collection amounted to' 123 guildersi, or £6 15s. and 
that they make a point of giving something for their 

♦ See Eyan. Mag. for August, 1685. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



FOR T^ qOiniTESACTION OF CdVBTOimirESS. 269 

duidren. A womai!, says Mr. R, gave me 3|d. one 
day, saying, " This is for Jane, a child about two years 
old ; I give with the other people for Kitty and Yaha^ 
when we gave the money to Jacob ; but I had nothing 
to give for Jane; and, Massa,take this for her." This 
idea, suggested by poor negroes, of giving a sum for 
every chud of the family, deserves the consideration 
and imitation of thousands of those who are better in- 
structed, and who-move in a far higher grade than the 
de^sed sons of Africa. 

The name of Thomas Wilson, Esq., which stands in 
the front of most of our religious and philanthropic in- 
stitutions, will recall to the mind of every one acquaint- 
ed with that respected gentleman, the many hundreds 
and even thousands of ppunds he has generously devo- 
ted to the rearing of chapels, to missionary and other 
benevolent purposes, the effects of which vrill be felt 
aiid appreciated in future generations, and *Vmany will 
rise up to call him blessed." For, to those whom 
God has enlightened in the knowledge of the true use 
of wealth, "it is more blessed to^ve than to receive." 
In addition to his many other munificent donatioiis, he 
has lately given £l(K) to the New Chapel, Albany 
street, London. G. F. Agnes, Esq., well known for 
his benevolent plans and exertions to promote the best 
interests of British Seamen -b 
has likewise distinguished hims 
tions to various religious and pi 
addition to his labors and donati 
ish and Foreign Sailor's Socie 
the committee of the New Aui 
sociation," he has lately subs 

the mission to the colony to be planted in the south 
western quarter of New Holland.* Various similar 
instances of British generosity might be stated vi^ere it 
expedient, although it is much to be regretted that their 
number is s6 small. 

It is one of the hopeful signs of our timei^ and a pre* 
hide that " Ciod is about to appear in his glory to men" 

♦Kyan. Mag. for Dec. 1835. 
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— «tbat ChristiaBT churches and congregations are now 
beginning to come forwarcj with far more liberality, 
than formerly, in the cause of missions, and of the ex- 
tension of religion both at home and abroad* The 
churches under the inspection of the Rev. Dr. Brc>wn 
and Mr. Gilchrist, in Edinburgh, and of Drs. Mitchell, 
Hough, and others in Qlasgow, have lately distinguish^ 
ed themselves by raising from five to eight, or ten hun-^ 
dred pounds annually, for domestic and foreign mis- 
sions, besides affording a handsonbe support to their 
respective pastors. The church under the pastoral 
care of the Revw Dr. Wardlaw, Glasgow, is said to 
have raised for such purposes, during last year, no less 
than £1700, besides supporting their pastor, 

Mr. Williams, missionary from the South Sea Inl- 
ands, in one of his interesting addresses to the public^ 
on a late occasion, stated, that ^ certain congregation 
in England, mentioned to him .with a certain degree of 
satisfaction, as if it had been a great and.unlopked for 
effort, that they .had Vaised >£50, dariqg the preceding 
year for missionary and other 4)urposes, besides main- 
taining the gospel among themselves. He told them, 
they ought to do much more ; for such an exertion did 
not amount to a half penny a week, to every individu- 
al. They begar^ to bethink themselves on the subject, 
and next year raised, without much difficulty, above 
four hundred pounds. Mr. Williams also stated, that, 
at a late public breakfast, in a certain town in Eng- 
land, a sum of nearly £200 was collected ia a few 
minutes, from a very limited ni 
one subscribing £20, another i 
with the utmost frankness and ar 
V The following experiment in 
serves attention, and might be 
any philanthropic object. Mr. ( 
proposed to • his congregation, th 
should take up the subject, and 
subscribe one farthing a day to 
This was recommenced to i)e d 
morning prayer, that as soon as they rose from their 
knees, they might make an offering to the Lord of one 
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farthing. This will raise 4nore than a guinea a day» 
and consequently, more than three hundred and sixty- 
five guineas a year, (or £370 4*. 2d.) which sum would 
support ^ missionaries in the South Seas. 

Having such noble examples as above ^stated, set he^ 
fore us. Christians of every name should now begin to 
arouse themselves from th6ir apathy and inordinate 
attachment to the world, and to consider that they can- 
not bestow their wealth on a more honorable and im- 
portant object, than in promoting the glory of God, and 
the best interests of the human family, wherever they 
are dispersed over the surface of the globe. Were such 
liberal offerings becoming general throughout the uni- 
versal church, (and why should they not ?) we might* 
ere long, have the near prospect of beholding the light 
of Divine truth irradiating e^ry laftd, the moral wil- 
derness turned jinto a fruitful field, and righteousness 
and praise springing foilh before all the nations. 

It may not^ perhaps, be improper to remark, that the 
contributions of Christians, should not be chiefly confi- 
ned to missioqaiy purposes, or to the support of the 
stated ordinances of the gospel. These objects, indeed^ 
ought to be supported, with far more liberality, and 
carried forward with more vigor than they have hith- 
erto been. But, while we look abroad to distant tribes, 
and prpvide missionaries for their instruction, we are 
sometimes apt to forget the duty we owe to our coun- 
trymen at home ; and, while w? pay some attention, to 
the religious improvement of the acjult population, we 
the rational and religious in? 
On the proper moral and in- 
Y class of the young, from two 
the whole frame m civil and. 
entirely depends. This grand 
)h overlooked in all our Chris*; 
irrangements; and whiie it is 
s of improvement will be par- 
will have a tendency only to 
branches of immorality and 
crime, while the roots of evil are left to break forth in 
fresh luxuriance. Christian society^ therefore, sboul4 
23 
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not rest satisfied, till everv hmnan being, from two 
years old till manhood, be brought under the influence 
of an efficient system of intellectual, moral, and Chris-' 
tian tuition, both in our own country, and', so far as our 
mfluence extends, in other lands ; and a very consider- 
Me^ if not the greatest portion of our Christian contri- 
bidons ou^t, in the mean time, to be devoted to this 
object, which lies at the foundation of all those arrange- 
ments which are calculated to introduce the expected 
millennium. But, as I have already adverted to this 
subject, it is unnecessary to enlarge. 

4. Associations might he formed, particularly among 
Christians, for the purpose of encouraging liberality 
and counteracting avarice. 

As the spirit of covetousness is so extensively preva- 
lent, and as it stands as a barrier to every noble and 
Chnstian enterprise, no means should be left unemploy- 
ed to counteract its tendencies and effects. And, as 
Societies have been formed for less important purpo- 
ses, there appears no reason why an Association should 
not be entered into for promotmg the cause of Chris- 
tian liberality and beneficence. Such a Society might 
becomposed of persons, who are willing to devote the 
Ofne tenth,' or anv other proportion of their incomes to 
^ilanthropic objects. Such a society, if it could be 
formed, would set an example of liberalitv to the 
churchy and the world around them, and might prove 
a stimulus to many, who might not otherwise have 
thought of it, to devote a portion of their superfluous 
wealth, to rational and religious purposes. It might 
establish, in particular districts, systems of education 
on new and improved plans, as specimens of what ought 
to be set on foot for the improvement of society in ev- 
eiy place, it might purchase barren tracts of land, 
ftftd make arrangements for their cultivation and em* 
belUshment. It might rear smaH towns and villages, 
on spacious and improved plans, with every requisite 
accommodation and embellishment, and calcvlated for 
the promotion <rf* health, convenience, and comfoit« It 
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might provide employment for the industrious poor, 
and commence new enterprises for civilizing and chris- 
tianizing rude and uncultivated tribes, whether in our 
own country, or in other lands, and accomplish many 
other objects which an enlightened benevolence woi^d 
readily dictate. The frequent publication of tbdljlpll^ 
ratipns of such a society, might be the means, of :^id(» 
ting the attention of mankind in general to such iMlM' 
cent pursuits, and leading ta the promotion of smiSlar 
associations. - 

However romantic such a project may af^ear to 
some, I have no doubt that there are^ hundreds of be- 
nevolent individuals in various districts of our own 
country, who would rejoice to have it in their power to 
co-operate with other congenial minds in promoting the 
best interests of their fellow creatures in the above, or 
in any other * modes that a rational or religious nuad 
might devise — and that they are only waiting for such 
openings, in order to give vent to their Christian liber- 
ality. 

It iis an evil, or at least, a defect, in many of our 
Christian arrangements, that, in the first instance, wq 
aim too high, beginning at the top of the scale, wheo 
e at the bottoni. This is the case, 
is almost solely' devoted to the im- 
ult population, while the youn^are, 
neglected ; — and when our efforts 
1 to the promotion of the spiritual 
d, while their temporal comfort is 
garded. We have hitherto, laid 
merely, preaching the gospel to 
lould have been equally active in 
preparing the minds of the young for the reception of 
Divme truth, by all the rational and reli^ous arrange- 
ments which Christian wisdom can devise. We like- 
wise profess great zeal for the spiritual and eternal in- 
terests of the poor ; while we, not unfrequently, leave 
them to pass their existence in the most abject hovels, 
and to pine away in the midst of filth, penury, and 
wretchedness. 

If we wish that they may appreciate the truths of 
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religion, we must endeayor, at~ the same time, to i 
Uorate their external condition, and render it pleasant 
and comfortable. To tell a poor wretch that he may 
hare spiritual blessings, and eternal treasures, by com- 
mg to Christ, while he Is destitute of both food and 
clothing, and we refuse to supply his wants when we 
have it in out- power, is something approaching to a 
species of insult. By endeavoring to meliorate the 
condition of the poor, while we offer them Christian 
nwtructibn, we prepare the way for the reception of 
Divine truth. For, in so doing, we exhibit a visible 
proof that Christianity is a beneficent system, and tends 
to promote our happmess, both in the life which now 
is, and in the life to come. 

Now, such societies as su^ested above, while they 
have for their ultimate object, the s|Hritual and eternal 
happiness of men, might be instrumental in promoting 
the external comfort of all ranks, particularly the lower, 
in furnishing them with employment, in providing them 
with comfortable habitations, m securing the pjroper in- 
struction of their families, and directing them in such a 
course of conduct as will infallibly lead both to present 
and iiiture enjoyment. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



CONSIDBRATIONS ADDRESSED TO PROFJ^SSING CHRISTIANS 
AND OTHERS, AS TO TH{:iR AFFECTIONS AND CONDUCT 
IN RELATION TO COVETOUSNESS. 

Having, in the preceding chapters, embodied a vari- 
ety of motives and considerations, to direct the views 
oi professing Christians, in reference to this subject, it 
would be inexpedient to dwell on this topic^ anfl there- 
fore, I shall only oiBfer a few additional arguments and 
considerations. 



I. To professing Christians in senercd^ we would 
call attention to the following considei^tions. 

1. Consider, what Grod claims tlie Supreme affection 
of the heart 

He is possessed of eveiy attribute calculated to ex- 
cite the adoration and love of all holy intelligences. 
He inhabits eternity and immensity, and is near to them 
who fear him, and hope in his mercy. . His power and 
wisdom gave birth to the innumerable worlds which fill 
the universe, and all the streams of hapi^nesft which 
gladden the hearts of their inhabitants, flow from Him 
as the uncreated source of felicity. To the inhabitaiits 
of this lower world, he has displayed tus love and mer-^ 
cy in a way that ^passeth comprehenaeii"-^ia the 
mission of his Son for the purpose of proeiiuiiig our sal- 
vation-— an event whidi ought to dr^r fer^ our high* 
23* 
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est affection^ and ^titude, and praise. And he is 
^Maily loading us with his benefits, giving us rain from 
heaven, and miitful seasons, and filling our hearts with 
food and gladness." 

Hence we find the inspired writers, and other holy 
men, expressing their emotions in such langua^ as 
this : — ^** The Lord is my portion, saith my soul, there- 
fore will I hope in Him ;" ** Whom have I in heaven, 
but Thee, and there is none upon earth, I desire in 
comparison of Thee. Who in the heaven can be com- 
pared to Jehovah? who among the sons of the mighty, 
can be Ukened unto him?" 

Now, this supreme affection towards Gdd, is alto- 
gether inconsistent aiid incompatible with the indul- 
gence of a principle of covetousness. For, such an af- 
fection ruling supreme in the heart, virtually deposes 
God from his throne, and robs him of the glory of his 
perfections. As soon may we expect to make the 
north and the sooth points of the firmament to meet to- 
gether, or the light of the heavenly world to mingle 
with the darkness of the infernal pit, as to reconcile the 
service of God^ and mammon. For, while the true 
Christian, in all his movements, privations^ and afflic- 
tions, puts his confidence in God, and looks up to Him 
as his portion and deliverer, "the rich man's wealth is 
his strong city," and " he trusts in the abundance of his 
jiches." The one joins, with the heavenly* host, in as- 
cribing " wisdom and power, and glory, and thanksgiv- 
ing to Him who sits upon the throne ;" the other is an 
idolater, who says to gold, "thou art my hope, and to 
the fine gold, thou art my confidence," and thus in ef- 
fect, " deilies the God that is above." 

Let Christians meditate deeply on this important 
point, and considet* whether their 3.ffections towards 
the troasiires of this world be at all compatible with 
supreme love to their God and Redeemer. What is it 
that conscience tells you is uppermost in your hearts ? 
What are among your first thoughts in the morning, 
and your last m the evening? What is it that gives 
you most pain, the loss of a portion of your wealth, or 
the apprehension of the loss of the Divine favor t Are 
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y6ur desires more ardent after the increase of richer, 
than after, the treasure in heaven that fadeth not, and 
the infcomiptible inheritance that shall last forever ? Is 
your joy greater in the acquisition of riches or of a 
great estate, than in the consideration, that God is your 
Father, and your everlasting portion ? It was a con- 
vincing evidence of Job's heavenly temper, that ** he 
did not rejoice when his wealth was great, and his hand 
had gotten him much/' Are you affected with deeper 
sorrow, when you lose your substance, than when you 
lose the benefit of Divine instructions, or although yoii 
were to lose a sense of the mercy of God? Would 
you rather be stripped of all your earthly possessions, 
and go naked into Paradise, than to be laden with gold 
and jewels, although yoii should run the risk of falling 
into the pit of perdition ? Do you make it your great 
and ultimate object to gain ricnes or an estate — rising 
early, l}ing down late, and eating the bread of careful- 
ness? Do you grudge your familiies the necessary 
comforts of life, and, when requested to devote an of- 
fering for promoting the cause of refigion, and the ben- 
efit of mankind, do you bestow it with a grudge, or 
vnth the spirit of a cheerful giver? In all the arratige- 
ndents you make as to your lot in this world, are you 
chiefly directed by the prospect of worldly honor and 
gain, or by .the opportunities you may have of glorify- 
mg God, and being useful to mankind ? If you regard 
God as yoiir supreme portion, and the rock of your 
salvation, you will consider all that you have as too Tit- 
tle to be consecrated to his service, and will make the 
advancement of his kingdom, the object of all your ar- 
rangements, and will come cheerfully forward at his 
call to contribute for this end, according as he hath 
prospered you, saying with the Psalmist, " What shall 
I render unto the Lord, for all his benefits towards 
me?" 

2. Consider the obligations you are under to Him 
who procured our redemption. 

You profess as Christians^ to be under infinite obli- 
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Sitions to the mercy and IcSve of our Redeemer, " who 
ed and rose again/' that your souls might be rescued 
from destruction. You profess to believe, that you 
were "redeemed not witn corruptible things, as silver 
and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ," and 
that it was one great end of his death, that " you might 
be delivered from this present evil ^yorld, and its affec- 
tions and lusts," and consequently, from the dominion 
of covetousness, which is the ruling passion of the men 
of the world, and which is utterly mconsistent with the 
character of the redeemed. While you, then, virtual- 
ly acknowledge these truths, can you allow the love of 
the world to predominate in your hearts ? Can you 
think it a hard demand that God makes upon vou, when 
he requires a portion of the wealth which he himself 
has bestowed, to be devoted to the extension of the 
Redeemer's kingdom, and the promotion of his glory ? 
He might accomplish all his grafcious designs without 
your assistance ; for all the treasures of the universe, 
are at his disposal. But he has condescended^ to put 
an honor upon Christians, in selecting them in particu- 
lar, to be " workers together with Him," that by their 
voluntary and liberal oblations, they may exhibit them- 
selves in the face of the world, as " followers of the 
Lamb," and contributors to "the prosperity of Zion." 
Can you, then, in consistency with your professions, 
refuse to come forward with munificent and godrlike 
offerings, according to your ability, for every enterprise 
that has for its object, the promotion of the Divine glo- 

?r, and the present and everlasting happiness of men 1 
or, it is by such conduct, that your avarice^ or your 
Christian principle will be detected. The latent prin- 
ciple of covetousness, in its workings in the heart, 
though open to the inspection of Omniscience, cannot 
be directly traced by human eyes. 

But, if you be hypocrites in religion, your hypocrLiy 
vrill be laid open, and your true character determined 
by your refusing to contribute to the service of God, 
what is in your power to bestow. And this is a char- 
acteristic of the sense we entertain of our obligations 
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to the Redeemer, which ought to be more attended to 
than it has hitherto been in the visible church. 

If, then. Christians in general, and especially wealthy 
Christians, admit that they are under inexpressible ob- 
ligations to Him " who came in the name of the Lord, 
to save them" — is it compatible with such obligations, 
" to walk according to the course of this world," and 
to prevent, by their niggardly offerings, the gracious 
purposes of God, from being brought speedily into ef- 
fect ? If you profess to celebrate the praises of Him, 
" who loved us and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto Ck)d 
and his Father" — shall you consider it as too great an 
eocpression of your gratitude, to devote a hundred or 
even a thousand pounds, at a time, for carrying for- 
ward the griand design of the death of Christ, and the 
regeneration of the world — ^when you have hundreds 
or thousands at your command ? If God were calling 
you to devote all your worldly possessions to his ser- 
vice, would you consider it as too.great a sacrifice for 
the gift bestowed? If not, how can you stand aloof 
and grudge a mere tithe of your earthly estate, when it 
is called for at your hands, and when every needful 
comfort is still secured for your enjoyment ? 

Let Christians seriously pause on such considerations, 
and judge, whether the general conduct of professors 
of religion, in regard to the dedication of their wealth, 
be consistent with the obligations the^ profess to Him 
who hath procured for them alt spintual and eternal 



3. Consider that all the privileges and prospects of 
Christians are incompatible tvith the indulgence of cov- 
etousness. 

Believers are brought by the gospel, into the high 
and honorable relation of " Sons of Grod^ and conse- 
quently, "joint heirs with Christ Jesus" of the blessings 
of his mediatorial kingdom. They are under the spe- 
cial care of the Providence of God, who has promised, 
that "their bread shall be given them, and their wat«r 
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shall be sure " and that " He will never leave them, nor 
forsake them." But a spuit of conformity to the world, 
a covetous disposition, and an eager desire after earth- 
ly honors and splendor, are evidently inconsistent with 
such exalted privileges. The sons of God, must re- 
semble the moral character of their Father in heaven, 
particularly in the display he has given of his benevolence. 
But, " if any man love the world, the love of the Fa- 
ther is not in him," and consequently, he can lay no 
claim to the prerogatives of sons. " Whosoever is born 
of God, overcometh the world," and, of course, he 
whose soul is absorbed in its pursuits and vanities, has 
never been brought into this Divine relation, but re- 
mains among " the children of the wicked one." 

The prospects to which the saints look forward in 
the future world are glorious and magnificent, beyond 
any thing which this world can present, or which hu- 
man imagination can depict. In that world, there are 
scenes and objects calculated to gratify the sublimest 
faculties of the immortal q)irit ; an enlarged sphere of 
contemplation— the beatific visicMi of God in the eiSFul- 
cence of his glory — "fulness of jo/' — a treasure in the 
heavens that fadeth not — an incorruptible inheritance, 
— and " an exceeding great and an eternal weight of 
glorv." 

If Christians, then, believe in the existence of such 
grand and substantial realities, and have the lively hope 
of entering, ere long, into their full possession, — ^is it 
consistent with siich exalted hopes, and such animating 
prospects, to have their chief affections placed on the 
vain and transitory objects of this earthly mansion, 
which piust soon be snatched from their embrace? 
And how can they say, it is otherwise, if they are found 

grasping their worldly treasures so firmly, that nothing 
ut a small fraction can be squeezed from them for the 
cause of God and the renovation of the world ? What 
should we think of a man come to his full stature, de- 
voting the greater part of his time and attention, to 
amusmg himself with tops, marbles, and cherry stones, 
as when he was a child, and setting a higher value up- 
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on them than upon all the serious employments of life ? 
We should immediately denounce him as a fool, or a 
maniac, or, at least, as one who acted with the most 
glaring inconsistency. What should we think of a set 
of mariners, sent to circumnavigate and explore a 
large continent, stopping in the midst o£ their course in 
an insignificant island, and employing themselves in 
catching musquetoes, or fishing for shrimps, without at- 
tempting to prosecute their course ? or of a traveller, 
on an important embassy to a large city, taking up his 
abode at an inn, in the midst of his journey, and amu- 
sing himself for days and weeks, with gathering shells, 
or with the humors of a fair, instead of prosecuting the 
object of his expedition ? It is equally preposterous, 
and inconsistent, for a man who professes to be " born 
from above/' and to be travelling to heaven, as the 
place of his ultimate destination, to have his heart glued 
to the treasures of this world, and "to boast himself in 
the multitude of his riches." 

Let Christians, then, throw off every earthly encum- 
brance, and arise and act in a manner befitting their 
celestial pedigree, and their high destination. For 
what are the treasures of time to him who is begotten 
to the lively hope of an incorruptible inheritance? 
What are the frowns of fortune, to him who claims the 
celestial world as his eternal portion ? What are thou- 
sands of guineas, or dollars, to an exceeding great and 
an eternal weight of glory ? What are the honors, the 
titles, and the pageantry of this passing scene, in com- 
parison of the riches and ^andeur of the New Jerusa- 
lem, and the dignity of bemg " kuigs and priests" to the 
"Father of glory," in the mansions not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens ? As heaven in its height 
far surpasses the circle of this lower world, as the earth 
is but a point, in comparison to the wide extended uni- 
verse, and as time, with all its circling years, is but a 
moment to the ages of etemitjr; such ought to be the 
hopes and affections of Christians, in comparison of 
earthly possessions, and of every sublunary misfortune. 
Were such views fully realized, and duly appreciated ; 
were we living under the powerful influence of that 
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faith, which is " the confident expectation of things ho- 
ped for, and the conviction of things which are not 
seen ;" were the great realities of the eternal world, as 
they ought to be, ever present to our view, in all theur 
grandeur and importance, a very diflFerent display 
would be made of riches from what we now behold, 
and multitudes* who now stand aloof, when called up- 
on for contributions to the service of God, would come 
cheerfully forward, " bringing their gold and incense, 
and showing forth the praises of the Lord." 

II. I shall next offer a fern considerations to the 
COVETOUS, whether professing or rejecting Christianity, 

From what has been stated in the preceding pages, 
and particularly in the preceding article, it will not be . 
difficult for any one to discern whether coyetousness 
or an opposite affection rules in the heart. To those 
whose consciences declare that they are under the in- 
fluence of this debasing passion, I would earnestly call , 
their attention to the following considerations. 

1. Consider that wealth, however great, cannot se- 
cure you from misery and calamity. The rich man is 
as much exposed to the afflictions and accidents of hu- 
man life as the poor, and sometimes his very riches, in 
which he trusts, are the means of exposing him to dis- 
eases and 'dangers. A chimney top, or even a tile fall- 
ing from a house, will kill a nobleman as well as a beg- 
gar. When infectious fevers are raging around, when 
the cholera is sweeping away hundreds in the course 
of a day, can wealth prevent its ravages, or secure you 
from its attacks ? When the thunders are rolling along 
the clouds, and the lightnings flashing amidst the dis- 
mal gloom, can riches secure you from the lightning's 
stroke, or prevent your hajr or corn from being set on 
fire ? When you are crossing the ocean in pursuit of 
gain — when you behold the tempest raging, and the 
waves rolling mountains high, can your treasures still 
the stormy ocean, or prevent your being engulfed in 
the devouring deep 7 In such cases, the king and the 
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|>easant are on a level, and equally impotent to control 
the laws or nature, or to counteract the operations of 
the Most High. How many instances do we see of 

Eersons in the prime of life, possessed of wealth and 
onors, and in the midst of aft their earthly hopes and 
schemes, cut off in a few days, and sometimes in a mo- 

. ment,by a burning fever^ by-a fall from a hors^, the over- 
turning of a chariot, or by an unexpected conflagration ? 
It was but a little while ago, that a lady of noble rank, 
of great wealth, adorned with the richest jewels, dis- 
tinguished for her splendid entertainment^, and, while 
she was preparing for a magnificent fet^, oh the ensu- 
ing day, was involved, white sitting in her apartment, 
in a sudden ahd mysterious cohflagratioji, and her body 
and jewels reduced to an invisible gas^ so that no trace 
of theni except a few small burnt fragments of bones, 

- has yet been found. But accidents ^part — -riches can- 
not ward off those diseases which may prevent alt com- 
fortable enjoyment from their possession. The great- 
est wealth you can accumulate leaves you still liable to^ 
the attacks of the gout, the epilepsy, th^ palsy, tl^e 
asthma, the burning fever, the ^avel, the ague^ and to 
the loss of sight, hearing, tastmg, and feeling, and to 
innuiiierable other disorders, so that the most splendid 
spectacles, the most exquisite music, or the niost costly 
viands, may be unable to convey any real enjoyment. 
Under such diseases, to which all are liable, the most 
splendid estate can afford little or n6 alleviation ; and 
the possessor- of thousands or millions of pounds may 
feel far less enjoyment than the poorest peasant ;— ' 
nay, may smart under pains of body and agonies of 
mind, to which the beggar expiring on s^ dunghill is an 
utter stranger. Wealth, with all its gorgeous trappings 
cannot prevent the pain of surgical operation, the bitter 
taste of niauseous medicines, the agonizing throes of 
suffering nature, the terrors of a guilty conscience, or 
the feanbl forebodings of a future judgment. And, 
therefore, the man who, in such circunastances, has no 
better comforter than the idea of the jgreatness of his 
riches, is one of the most miserable objects in creation. 
2^ Consider the uncertainty of riches. It is only 
24 
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during the continuance of Kfe that earthly possessioas 
can te enjoyed. " For when you die, you can carry 
nothing hence, your glory cannot descend after you to 
the dust." " But what is your life ?" It is only " Jike 
a vapour," wWch a small breath of wind may soon blow 
away. In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, while 
you are hoarding up treasures, and trusting in the 
abundance of your riches — or even you are aware^-the 
decree of heaven may go forth, as in the case of the 
rich man in the parable, " This night thy soul shall be 
required of thee." Almost every newspaper that 
comes to our hands, and almost every returning day, 
bear witness to such sudden transitknis from time to 
eternity. While mortals are reclining on tte lap of 
ease, their hearts overcharged vnth surfeiting and 
drunkenness, running the giddy rounds of fashionable 
dissipation, or working all manner of uncleanness with 
greediness— while imagining themselves secure, and 
K)reboding no evil — death interposes, at a day's or even 
a moment's warning, cuts down their mortal frames, 
and summons^ their spirits to appear before the Judge 
of all. But although life be continued, the wealth in 
which you place your confidence may soon be snatched 
from your possession. The provicfence of God has 
many ways oy which to change the greatest prosperity 
of this world into the greatest misery and adversity, 
and, in a moment, to throw down the fortune of the 
proudest aspirer after wealth, in order to make him 
contemplate his sin in his punishment. Such a change 
in your fortune may be produced, either by the rapine 
of enemies or the treachery of friends, by your own ava- 
rice or folly, or by the malice or revenge of your ene- 
mies, by the prodigality of your children or the unfaith- 
fulness of your servants. The elements of nature, the 
hurricane, the tempest, the overwhelming deluge may 
conspire for your ruin. Your ships may oe dashed to 
pieces oh rocks or shoals, or a sudden conflagration 
may lay all your boasting hopes prostrate in the dust 
And wilt thou place thy confidence in such uncertain 
possessions? "Wilt thou set thine eye? upon that 
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which is not ; for riches certainly make themselves 
wings ; they fly away as an eagle toward heaven.** 

3. Consider the folly and unreasonctbleness of covC' 
tons affections. This will appear, in the first place, if 
you consider, that riclies considered in themselves with- 
out regard to their use, are of no value whatsoever. 
Suppose a man could lay up^ a stock of clothes and 
provisions sufficient to last him for 300 years, what 
would it avail him, if he is certain that he cannot live 
above seventy, or, at farthest, above a hundred years ? 
Suppose he laid up in a storehouse 70,000 pair oi shoes, 
to what end would it serve, if he could make use, du- 
ring his whole life, of only the one hundredth part of 
them ? He would be in the same condition as a man 
who had a hundred dishes daily placed before him at 
dinner, but who could only partake of one, or of a per- 
son who had a hundred mansions purchased for his 
residence, but who could occupy only one. The same 
thing may be said of pounds, shillings, and dollars, 
which are of no use in themselves, but only as they are 
the representations of articles of necessity and luxury 
which they may be the means of procuring. How 
ridiculous would it appear, if all that could be said of a 
man while he Bved, was simply this — that his whole life 
was occupied in collecting and laying up in a store- 
house 60,000 mahogany chairs, which were never in- 
tended to be used for the furniture of apartments, or 
80,000 pair of trowsers which were never to be worn ? 
And where is the difference, in point of rationality and 
utility, between such absurd practices, and hoarding 
thousands of guineas or bank notes which are never 
brought forth for the benefit of mankind ? There is 
no conduct, connected with the pursuits of human be- 
ings, that appears more mean, contemptible, and absurd, 
than such practices, (however common) if examined^ 
by the dictates of reason and the word of God. 

The folly of covetousness likewise appears in this, 
that its objects cannot afford solid satisfaction to the 
mind. Wealth can neither confer new senses, or open 
new avenues to pleasure, nor block up the passages of 
pain and anguish. It cannot produce inward peace"' 
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equanimity, domestic comfort, or a delightful self-con<- 
sciousness of virtue, or of the Divine approbation. On 
the contrary, the passion of covetousness is uniformly 
attended with mental anxiety, inquietude, recess, and 
insatiable desires, and keeps its votaries in contimial 
fear of losing what they have acquired, so that they 
are generally fretful and discontented, and in a kind of 
hell of their own creating. However much they may 
have acquired, they are still in the pursuit of more ; and 
the riches of the whole worid, were it possible to ob- 
tain them, would be inadequate to satiny their desires. 
In their mad career of gain, they will rush forward with 
the utmost impetuo^ty, even at the hazard, of losing 
all that they nad formerly toiled for and amassed. 
Marcus Crassus, a celebrated Roman* sumamed the 
Richj had above 500 talents left him to begin the world 
with, and by his excessive covetousness, scraped to- 
gether vast sums of money. Being desirous to know» 
at a certain period, what his estate amounted to, it was 
summed up at seven thousand one hundred talents^ or 
about seven millions nine hundred and eighty-seven 
thousands of Brtt^ pounds. But it appears, this im- 
mense treasure was not sufficient to satisfy his avari- 
cious passion ; for, casting an evil eye upon the treas- 
ure, of the Parthians, he marched with a great force 
against them, and, being defeated, and taken prisoner^ 
the Parthian general gave orders to cut off ms head, 
and pour melted gold down his throat, to upbraid his 
excessive covetousness, that never thought he had 
enough. Such are, not unfrequeAtly, tte results of ex- 
cessive avarice, and such the termination of all the de- 
sires and passions, the hopes and fears, the anxieties 
and pursuits, wluch are engendered by covetousness* 
Happiness never would have been expected to result 
from the pursuits and enjoyments of avarice, if man 
hadr retained the full exercise of his reason, and had 
never fallen from his original estate. 

The misery snd folly of avarice may be illustrated 
by the following recent occurrence, extracted from the 
"Sunday Times,'' of Oct. 4, 1835. "A few days 
since, an old miser, named Webb, who has, for several 
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years, resided in an obscure lodging in Barrack court, 
Woolwich, called upon Mr. White, a broker, residing in 
Powis street, in the same parish, to inquire whether he 
would allow him to lodge with him, as he had been 
uncomfortable for some time past. The request was 
compued with, and, in the course of the evening, he 
took possession of his new apartments. He had retired 
to rest but a very short time before he was taken ill, 
and at his request, two medical men were sent for. 
Upon the arrival of Messrs. McDonald and Gaul, they 
pronounced him to be in a djdng state, which was no 
sooner communicated to the patient, than he ordered 
an attorney t<> be sent for, as he wished to make his 
win. An attorney was speedily in attendance. The 
old man raising himself upon tlie bed, bequeathed to 
his daughter £100, to three nephews £30, £40, and 
£60 each. Upon being asked it he had a wife, he re- 
plied * Yes,*^ but he had been parted from her three 
times ; that she had been in a work house near Stroud, 
in Kent, for a number of years, and that he did not 
intend to leave her a single penny. He had also two 
brothers and another daughter, who had all (he said) 
behaved ill towards him, and he would leave them 
nothing. Upon being asked to whom he left the resi- 
due of his property, he replied, * To Mr. White for his 
kindness,' at the same time handing the attorney a pa- 
per, which, upon bebg opened, was found to contain 
securities for upwards of £800 in the Bank of England, 
so that Mr. White, (who is sole executor) will, after 
paying the respective legacies, clear upwards of £500 
for his lodger, who contmued to get worse and died on 
Sunday. It is a remarkable fact, that the deceased 
(who was 75 years of age) has been frequently seen to 

Eidi up bones and rags in the street, and put them in 
is pocket ; and at the time of his death he was in a 
most filthy condition," 

Here we have a picture of a poor wretch, who ap- 
pears to have spent the greater part of a long life m 
scraping together £800, and, at last, bestowing the 
greater part of it upon an entire stranger. We behold 
hkn neglecting his own family, and Ms nearest rela- 
24* 
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thres ; and, almost in the very agonies of death, in^ 
dulging implacable resentment against his own daugh- 
ter, and the wife of his bosom, and leaving her to be 
maintained on pubUc charity, when he had enou^ and 
to spare. He displayed himself to be little short of a 
thief and a robber, as most misers are. He, robbed the 
public in leaving his wife to be maintained in a poor- 
nouse, he robbed his vnfe and children in depriving them 
of what they had a natural ri^ht to, and giving it to a 
stranger, he robbed God of his tithes and offerings, in, 
bestowing no portion of his substance in his service, and 
he robbed himself , in depriving himself of the good 
opinion of his fellow men, and of those enjoyments 
which might have rendered him comfortable and hap* 
py. It is more than probable, that all his domestic 
Droils and contentions, and the alienation of affection be 
expe^rienced, were the results of his niggardly and ava- 
ricious disposition. Who that enjoyedpeace and con- 
tentment would envy either the hfe or the dying hours 
of such a wretched being ? Yet such are the rewards, 
such the folly and wretchedness of those who surren- 
der themselves to the power and dominion of covetous- 
ness. If riches could procure true happiness, even in 
the present life, there might be some apology for pur- 
suing them with eagerness ; but even this, they are in^ 
adequate to confer ; for experience demonstrates, that 
their votaries are frequently among the most wretched 
of the human race — a prey to restless and malignant 
passions, and despised by their fellow men. 

The folly of covetousness vrill further appear, if we 
consider, that the objects which it pursues are not to be 
compared, in point of grandeur and enjoymenty wUk 
those which are unthin Sie reach of aU. Wealth' can 
command stately buildings, splendid apartments, gor- 
geous apparel, marble statues, curious pictures, gM 
and silver vessels, spacious gardens, and other dbjects 
which the world calls noble and magnificent But 
" what good is there to the owners thereof, saving the 
beholding of them with their eyes." Every spectator 
that has a taste for such objects may enjoy the plea»> 
ore arising from the sight of them as wen as the po»> 
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sessor. Every gardener and laborer on a ndbleman's 
estate may participate of the pleasure of viewing his 
improvements, as well as the owner himself. But, 
what are all the gorgeous toys and trappings of art, or 
the beauties which genius can invent, or riches pur* 
chase, compared vnth the beauties and magnificence . 
(^Nature ? What are the glitterings of the most pom- 
pous procession, or the splendor of a Vauxhall, in com- 
piarison of the august spectacle of the vernal sun rising 
m unclouded majesty, diffusing his beam^ over sur- 
rounding worlds, gladdening the animal tribes, and 
shedding a radiance on every object in our terrestrial 
sphere ? There is not a scene, though finished with 
the most costly refinements of art, comparable to the 
splendor and magnificence of the sun rising in his glory. 
AH on earth appears a dreary waste tiU the aurora 
brightens up the East, as the harbinger of the orb of 
day : — then the plains are arrayed in verdure, the flow- 
ers put forth theu* colors, the glittering spires appear, 
the birds warble from spray to spray, and renewed 
life, activity, and beauty, appear throughout our lower 
creation — as if a new world had emerged from cha- 
otic darkness. What are the finest varnishings of art 
compared vnth the polishings of the bodies of insects, 
or of sea-shells — or the most exquisite pieces of machi- 
nery to the mechanism of a plant, a gnat, or a micro- 
scopic animalcula ? Above all, what can be compared 
to tne glories of the unclouded firmament, where suns 
unnumbered shine, and myriads of mighty worlds run 
their ample rounds ? Yet all such august and splendid 
scenes, with all the variety <rf beauty and magnificence, 
vnth which the Almighty has adorned his vast crea- 
tion — ^which are open to the contemplation of all — are 
overlooked by the worldling as unworthy of his regard. 
In short, the folly of covetousness appears in its 
most striking light, in preferring objects lohich are seen 
and temporal to those tvhich are unseen and eternal. 
We can scarcely have an adequate idea of the extreme 
folly implied in such conduct, unless we could form 
some adequate conception of what is included in the 
word Eternal. To enable us to form some faint con- 
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ception on this point, some of our old writers have sug- 
gested the following illustration : Suppose the whoTs 
earth to be made up of particles of sand, and suppose 
a bird to come every thousand years to pick up and fly 
away with one grain, how immense must be the dura- 
. tion before the whole sands which compose the earth, 
could, by this slow process, be removed ! as many thou- 
sands of years as there are particles of sand in the 
whole globe of the earth, — ^which would amount to the 
following number of years, 30,000,000,000,000,000,- 
000,000,000,000,000,000, or thirty thousand septillions 
of .years I Yet this immense period of duration, is still 
but as a point, or a moment, when compared with 
eternity 1 On such a supposition, the Schoolmen start- 
ed the following question. ** Suppose that you had it 
in your choice to be happy all the while this prodigious 
mass of sand was consuming, by this slow method, till 
there was not a grain of it left, on condition you were 
to be miserable forever after ; — or, supposing you might 
be happy forever after, on condition you would be 
miserable, till the whole mass of sand were removed 
or annihilated, at the rate of one sand in a thousand 
years — which of these two cases would you make 
your choice ?" It must be confessed, that, at first view, 
considerii^ the extreme length of the period — which, 
to our limited view, appears hke an eternity itself — we 
should be apt to choose the former in preference to the 
latter. But our reason tells us, that the latter ought to 
be our choice, since there is no comparison between the 
one duration and the other, any more than there is be- 
tween an unit, and the greatest number of figures or 
sums we can possibly suppose. What, then, must be 
the extreme folly of those who for the sake of enjoying 
a few fleeting baubles, for 20, 30, or 40 years, or at the 
utmost, for " three score years and ten," will run the 
risk of experiAicing all that is included in the idea of a 
miserable eternity I How can we sufficiently denounce 
the stupidity add madness of those who, resolutely and 
determinately, make so absurd and irrational a choice ? 
especially, when we consider, that even in this Hfe, the 
path of contentment, and the ways of wisdom and holi- 
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ness, are ways of pleasantness and peace ! To prefer 
trifles to the most momentous objects, shadows to reaH- 
ties, the toys of time to the treasures of eternity — ^if any 
thing may be termed folly and madness — such conduct 
ought to brand every one who is guilty of it, in what- 
ever sphere he moves, with the appellation of sl fool, or 
a maniac. 

If then, riches are only valuable in proportion to their 
tise — ^if they cannot afford solid satisfaction to the mind — 
if the objects which the woridling pursues are not to be 
compared in point of grandeur to those which are 
vritWn the reach of all — and, if he prefers shadows to 
realities, and fleeting objects, to eternal enjoyments — it 
must be folly in the extreme for a rational being to haVe 
his affections placed upon them as the ultimate object of 
his pursuit. 

4. Consider in what light the objects of covetousness 
will be viewed, and what comfort they will afford at the 
approach of death. 

When your soul, which has long been immersed in 
the cares of the world, feels itself hovering on the 
verge of life, and about to take its flight into the world 
unknown, 

In that dread moment, when the frantic soul 
Raves round the walls of its clay tenement, 
Runs to each avenue, and shrieks for help, 
But shrieks in vain — 

in what a very diflerent light vrill you view the perish- 
ing treasures of time from that in which you now be- 
hold them ? You now trust in uncertain riches, and 
refuse to place your confidence in the living God, who 
is the alone source of felicity. But, " will riches profit 
you in the day of wrath," or amidst the asonies of dis- 
solving nature ? Will they smooth your dying pillow, 
or assuage the bitter anguish of your spirit, when heart 
and flesh begin to faint and fail ? Will they then be 
viewed as a sufficient compensation for the dismal fore- 
bodings of future woe which may then assail your con- 
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science, and render you a terror to yourself and to all 
around you? Alas! they will only tend to plant 
thorns on your dying couch, to sharpen every pang, 
and to auffment the horrors of despair. Conscience, 
now luUed asleep amidst earthly vanities, may then 
awake, " like a giant refreshed with wine,** and pierce 
your hearts through with unutterable sorrows. Many 
striking instances of this kind have been witnessed by 
the ministers of religion, when called upon to attend the 
death bed of the worldly and profane. " Had I now a 
thousand worlds," said a certain worldling who bore a 
fair character, " Had I a thousand worlds, I would 
give them all for one year more, that I might present 
to God one year of such devotion and good works as I 
never before so much as intended." The noble Alta- 
mont,* who had spent his life in all the fashionable dis- 
sipations of the world, a little before his death, on hear- 
ii^ the clock strike, exclaimed with vehemence, " O 
Time ! Time ! it is fit thou shouldst thus strike the mur- 
derer to the heart. How art thou now fled forever ! A 
month ! O for a single week ! I ask not for years — 
though an age were too little for the much I have to 
do." And, a little afterwards, " This body is all weak- 
ness and pain, but my soul, as if strung up, by torment, 
to greater strength and spirit, is full powerful to reason, 
full mighty to suffer." Cardinal Wolsey, wh6se grand 
aim through life was worldly aggrandizement, a little 
before he died, declared with anguish, in the midst of 
his disgrace "Had I but served God as diligently as I 
have served the king, he would not have given me over 
in my grey hairs." In like manner, many a one at the 
hour of dissolution will have to exclaim, " If I had been 
as anxious to attend to the eternal interests of my im- 
mortal spirit, as to lay up treasures which I can never 
use, I would not have been left to suffer the pangs of 
remorse which I now feel." 

Such considerations demand the most serious atten- 
tion of those who have grown old in the habits of cov- 
etousness, and whose grey-hairs and infirmities, warn 

♦ Supposed to be Lord JSi«to».— Young's " Centaur not fabulous." 
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■ them that they are on the confines of the grave. It 
has been remarked, that, as in winter, the roots of 

Elants retain the sap, when the branches have lost their 
javes and verdure, so, in old age, the winter of Ufe, 
* covetousness, " the root of all evil," retains its vigor, 
when other vices have withered, and fallen into decay. 
It is strange, indeed, but not more strange than true, 
that the nearer such men approach to the earth, they 
become more earthly-minded, so that, at the evening 
of life, they appear as if they were providing for a long 
and prosperous day. No one is more fearml of want, 
and more hard and griping, than the old miser, who is 
just about to step into the grave. While other vicious 
propensities are weakened by the lapse of time, cov- 
etousness derives new life and vigor, as age increases. 
Like a patient in the dropsy, whose thirst is inflamed 
by drinlung, the desires of the covetous are augmented, 
by increasing riches, and they are never more tainted 
with earthly affections, than when their bodies are 
about to be reduced to their original dust. 

The difficulty of subduing such a woful propensity^ 
especially in the decline of life, is great, and, in most 
cases, insurmountable. It is like tearing the skin from 
the flesh, or the flesh from the bones. There are not 
perhaps twenty out of a thousand, on whom the^most 
cogent or alarming arguments will have the least ef- 
fect in awakening them to consideration, or turning 
them from their covetousness. The vicious principle 
they indulge is so subtle, that you cannot lay hold of it, 
so as to render it tangible. It is so deeply seated, that 
you cannot draw it from its hiding place to make it 
visible in the face of day. You maj^ convince a man 
who goes on in a regular course of licentiousness, and 
intemperance of the folly and wickedness of his con- 
duct, by showing him the inevitable miseries to which 
it leads even in the present life. But we have no such 
hold on the covetous. In reply to every argument, 
he will tell you, that what we call covetousness, is only 
a necessary prudence to augment his estate and secure' 
it from danger, to provide for the wants of his family, 
and leave something to his children, when he is gone ; 
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and that persons of great repute for probity and wis- 
dom, are found prosecuting a similar course. He is 
unwilling to be convinced of his sin and danger, and 
is like a person dying of a mortal disease, who yet per- 
ceives not the malignity of the malady which is hurry- 
ing^him to his grave. 

But, the difficulty of curing such a distemper, though 
great, is not insurmountable. While there is life, there 
IS hope. Let such as entertain the least suspicions, that 
all is not right with them as to this matter, seriously 
examine their hearts on this point, and weigh the con- 
siderations which have already been adduced. Above 
all things, look up to God, who alone can heal your 
disease, and purify your affections, and say unto him, 
in the language of the Psalmist, " Search me, O God, 
and know my heart ; try me, and know my thoughts, 
and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me 
in the way everlasting." Remember that your happi- 
ness through eternity is at stake ; and give not sleep to 
your eyes, nor slumber to your eye-lids, till you have 
fled for refuge to the hope set before you in the gospel 
— ^till you have renounced your idolatrous affections, 
and consecrated your heart to God. Your feet are 
already " stumbling on the dark mountains,** and, ere 
you are aware, you may fall, at the next step, into ir- 
retrievable ruin. And if you depart from this world, 
under the dominion of covetous affections, you are ren- 
dered unfit for the mansions of the just, and the hap- 
piness which will be their portion forever and ever. 

5. Consider in the last place, that your covetous af- 
fections, if obstinately indulged, wUl necessarily exclude 
you from the kingdom of heaven, and involve you in 
eternal perdition. 

This has already been illustrated in various points of 
view, (see pp. 94, 156.) 

It is the unalterable decree of the Most High, as re- 
corded in his word, that "the covetous shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God ;" and, that those who are banish- 
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ed from this kingdom and its honors, '' shall be punish-; 
ed with everlasting destruction from the presence of 
the Lord, and from the glory of his power." In the 
face of such awful declarations, to continue in the lust 
of covetousness^ grasping incessantly after riches, as 
the highest object of desire, is the greatest folly and 
madness of which men can be guilty. 

For what a poor compensation will men run the risk 
of such terrible and appalling consequences I Our 
Saviour tells us, that it would profit a man nothing, 
" should he gain the whole loorld, and lose his own soul.'' 
But how often does it happen, that men forfeit their 
eternal happiness for the merest trifle, and set their im- 
mortal souls to sale for a thine of nought ? One will 
sell his soul merely to gratify his lust, or his revenge ; 
another will rather go in the broad way to hell, than 
be out of the fashion of the gay woi'ld. That ofliicer in 
the army, who lords over his inferiors, in all the pomp 
of his brief authority, what does he feell his soul for ? 
"" For the false glory of swearing expertly, and uniting 
blasphemy with politeness," That perjured wretch, 
who bears false witness against his neighbor, or robs 
him of his property, by fraud or deceit — what price 
does he put upon his soul ? A few guineas, perhaps, 
or a house, or a few acres of land. Few*men ask a 
throne, a kingdom, a province, or even a barony, but 
will hazard the loss of their immortal spirits, for the 
most paltry compensation that this wretched world can 
afford. '' Be astonished O ye heavens, at this, and be 
ye horribly afraid." 

O, my deluded brethren, arouse yourselves to con- 
sideration ; and let not the encumbrance of this world's 
wealth sink you down to the lowest hell. Listen to 
the dictates of reason, to the voice of conscience, and 
to the word of God. Consider the terrible reflections 
you will make upon yourselves, and the deep and inex- 
pressible anguish and regret you will feel at the mad- 
ness of your choice, should vou fall into perdition. 
Your loss will then be found not only vast beyond 
comprehension, but absolutely irreparable. You will 
25 . 
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curse those fUse and flattering pleasures, and covetous 
hists, which have cheated you out of eternal life, and 
rendered you vessels of wrath fitted for destruction, — 
mid would be glad to part with a thousand worlds, 
were it in your power, for the opportunity of making 
a new, and a better choice ; but in that prison of des- 
pair, no price will ever be accepted for your redemp- 
tion. 

Could I describe to you the geography of that dis- 
mal region, where hope never enters, and over which 
hangs the blackness of darkness forever ; could I paint 
the gnawings of " the worm that never dies," and the 
sharpness of " the fire which is never quenched ;" the 
raging anguish, the fearful despair, the want of the least 
pity or commiseration ; the insolent scorn and cruelty 
of wicked associates ; the " weeping and wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth," which form only a portion of future 
misery ; how would the fdly of your conduct startle, 
and confound you, in hazarding such an awful, and 
interminable retribution, for the short lived enjoyment 
of trifles light as air ! Let such considerations sink 
deep into the heart of everv worldling, and, without a 
moment's delay, let him take refuge from "the wrath 
to come," by betaking himself to " the hope set before 
him," and by consecrating to the service of God all his 
riches and treasures, all his powers and afiections. To 
all the deceitful promises and prospects, which the 
world and the flesh may set before you, oppose those 
emphatic, and momentous words of Him who is Lord 
of the visible, and invisible worlds, — ** What is a man 
profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul ? or what shall a man give in exchange for 
his sout^' 



ni. Considerations addressed to Christians, on 
whom God has bestowed toealth and influence. 

To you, my beloved brethren, who "know the truth 
as it is in Jesus," and who feel an ardent desire for its 
universal propagation, I would offer a few considera- 
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tions and motives, ^ to stir up your pure minds^ by "way 
of remembrance.'* 

In the first place, I would have you consider, that a 
far greater proportion of your substance than has ever 
yet BEEN thought of hf Christians in general^ 'should be 
devoted to the service of Ghdy and the promotion of the 
best interests of your fellow-men. 

God is the original proprietor of your estates ; from 
Him you derived them ; and, if by the exertion of your 
own powers jand activities, you have acquired the 
wealth you possess, you are aware, that the faculties 
which enabled you to acquire riches, were gifts be- 
stowed Upon you bv his bounty, and that the train of 
circumstances which led to your success, was the re- 
sult of the arrangements of his Providence. You might 
have been bom a changeling, destitute of both boddly 
and mental energies ; you might have been placed ia 
other circumstances, which would have prevented your 
acquisition of wealth, and doomed you to perpetual 
poverty ; or you might have commenced your exist*- 
ence in the centre of New Holland, or the wikls of 
* Patagonia, where you could never have experienced 
the blessings and privileges you now enjoy. Over all 
such circumstances you had no control ; arid therefore, 
you are indebted to GoA for all these arrsmgements of 
his providence, which have placed you in the midst of 
your present comforts. It is Gk>D who " hath given 
you power to get wealth ;" for, ^' both riches and hoa- 
or come from Him." These are truths which the 
world in general, and which even Christians themselves 
too frequently overlook. 

You are, therefore, bound by every rational and 
scriptural tie, to consecrate the wealth and influ^iee 
you possess to his honor and glory. He does not call 
upon you to part with any thing which is necessary to 
your rational and sensitive enjoyment. For the ex^ 
berant bounty of his Providence is such, that there is 
abundance provided, in the system of nature, f(H: sup- 
plying the wants of all his creatures, rational and irra- 



Digitized by 



Google 



292 CONSIDERATIONS FOR CHRISTIANS AND OTHERS, 

tional, when their desires are confined within the bounds 
which reason and nature prescribe. But, he has judg- 
ed proper to demand a portion of the wealth of volun- 
tary agents, to accomplish his benevolent and gracious 
purposes in the world ; and, it is a high honor confer- 
red on man, that he is invited to be "a worker togeth- 
er with God,** in promoting the regeneration of the 
world. 

You are not, therefore, to imagine that the wealth 
3rou have acquired, is exclusively your own, and that 
you may do with it as you please. You are bound, as 
a Christian, by the most sacred ties, to devote all that 
is not essential to your rational comfort, in the situation 
in which you are placed, to such purposes as I have 
stated in a precedmg chapter.* And, if you entertain 
a lively sense of Gr^'s providential goodness towards 
you, and of your obligation to Him, who hath redeem- 
ed your souls from destruction, and crowned you with 
spiritual and heavenly blessings ; jrou will resign to his 
service, without a murmur, nay, with the utmost cheer- 
fulness, a laige portion of those treasures, which his 
bounty has bestowed. 

But, to come to particulars : — I shall suppose you 
have an income of £800 a year. What would you 
think of devoting £300 annuallv, exclusively for the 
purposes to which I have alluded T You will, perhaps, 
think it is bearing too hard upon you, to make such a 
demand. But, can you deny, that with the remaining 
£500, you can enjoy all the sensitive pleasures which 
a Christian, or any rational man ought to desire. You 
would perhaps require to part wi3i some luxury in 
dress,*food, clothing, or equipage, which is not essen- 
tial to human happiness ; but, are no small sacrifices 
to be made for the general good of mankind, and to 
testify your love to the Redeemer? What, if you were 
called upon by God, as the Apostles were, to forsake 
friends, and houses, and lands, for Christ's sake, and to 
travel into foreign countries, depending every day for 
supply on the providence of God ? What, if you were 

♦ See Chapter VI. throughout. 
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reauired, as was once done, in the case of a certain 
rich individual, to " sell all that you have, and give to 
the poor," as an evidence of the sincerity of your Chris- 
tian profession ? or what if you were required to sub- 
mit to persecutions and torments, like the first Christ- 
ians, or to flee to deserts, and rocks, and mountains, like 
the pious and persecuted Waldenses? Would you 
consider such sacrifices too great for the sake of your 
Redeemer, and for the certain prospect of an eternal 
weight of glory? If not, how small a sacrifice is that 
now demanded, compared with the privations and suf- 
ferings of those illustrious characters of whom the 
world was not worthy, " who wandered about in sheep 
skins, and goats skins, in deserts, in mountains, in dens 
and caves of the earth, being destitute, aflSicted, tor- 
mented ?" What would those Christian heroes have 
thought, had God thought proper to grant them the 
tenth part of your income ? How would they have 
exulted in the Divine Beneficence ? and, like Mr. Park, 
when he received a mess of pottage from an old ne- 
gro woman in the wilds of Africa — would have ex- 
claimed, "Thou hast prepared a table for us in the wil- 
derness, in the presence of our enemies ; our cup run- 
neth over ; surely goodness and mercy shall follow us 
all the days of our lives, and we shall dwell in the house 
of the Lord forever." 

To the proposal now made, vou will perhaps object, 
that the station of life in which you have hitherto mo- 
ved, requires you to spend nearly all your income, that 
you cannot think of being singular, or altogether out of 
the fashion ; that you must forego sumptuous enter- 
tainments, and might be considered by your genteel 
friends and acquaintances, as mean and niggardly ; that 
you behoved sometimes to walk, when you might ride 
m a carriage ; that you would be obliged to occupy a 
house of seven apartments, instead of ten; to deny 
yourself the luxury of a fine painting, or an elegant 
piece of furniture, or a sumptuous dress, similar to- 
those of your compeers ; that you must provide por- 
tions for your children, when you are gone; along 
25* 
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with many similar excuses which might be broogfat for- 
ward. But, on the slightest reflections, you will perceive 
that diese are not Christian considerations, but aigu- 
ments based on selfish principles and worldly views. 
To bring forward such excuses, is virtually to declare, 
that you consider the pomp and fashion of this passing 
wcwrld as more imp(Mtant than promoting the glory of 
Messiah's kingdom ; that you would rather behold npis- 
sionary enterprizes frustrated, and the heathen perish- 
ing by millions, than part with the luxury of a gig, or a 
kndau ; that you would rather see the poor starving, 
and dying of want, as they are now doing in a neighbor-' 
ing island,* than not enjoy with your gay friends your 
accustomed splendid entertainments ; that you would 
see the industrious laborer without employment, and 
livuig in wretchedness, rather than abstract from luxu- 
ry, a small sum for the melioration of human beings, 
ajul the improvement of society ; that you would be- 
hold another generation rising up in ignorance and 
vice, rather than part with an expensive and unneces- 
sary piece of furniture, in order to assist in laying the 
foundation of universal instruction ; or, that you would 
rather see the earth overspread with deserts, and its 
inhabitants living in the most wretched hovels, than 
resign two or three apartments not necessary to your 
comfort, for assisting in the renovation of the world. 

This is the plain English of all such selfish and fash- 
ionable excuses ; and I am sure, that no Christian, who 
has his heart deeply impressed with a sense of Divine 
things, and of his obligations to God, will consider them 
as valid. 

With regard to laying up j^ortions for children, I 
have already offered some remarks which need not be 
repeated. 

As a follower of Christ, you are called " to take up 
the cross," and submit to some sacrifices for his sake. 
The Christian- life is a warfare against the world, and 
the flesh, and " spiritual wickedness in high places ;** 

• Ireland— see " Report of the Commissioners," &.c. and Appendix^ 
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and therefore^ you must lay your account to strive 
against many of the passions and propensities of your 
nature, — ^to counteract, in some cases, your own taste 
and worldly feelings, and even to be ** accounted," as 
the Apostles were, " fools for Christ's sake." But O, 
my Christian friend ! how small a sacrifice is it to re- 
sign enjoyments which are little more than ideal, while 
every comfort, essential to human happiness, is still re- 
tained I The consideration, of the happiness you may 
thus be the means of diffusing in various directions, 
ought to be far more than a compensation, for the slight 
sacrifice (if it may be so called,) of a portion of your 
pecuniary treasures. The effect, too, which your con- 
duct, in this respect, may have to excite hundreds of 
your fellow Christians to follow your example, and the 
mfiuence it may have, even on future generations, 
should be a powerful motive to constrain you " to de- 
irise liberal things," in reference to the cause of God 
and religion, that you may be entitled to the highest 
rewards given to those who improve the talents com- 
mitted to their trust, " Well done, good and faithfiil 
servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." 

In the above remarks, I have supposed a Christian 
to be possessed of an annual income of £800. Were 
he possessed of an income of £2000 or £3000, 1, have 
no nesitation in saying, that he ought to devote at least, 
the one half to the promotion of the great objects of 
religion, and general philanthropy; and that one whose 
income is £200, or under, not descending below £50 
or £60, should devote at least, the one tenth of it to the 
same purpose. This proportion is no more than what 
was imperatively demanded by government, as a com- 
pulsory tax on all such incomes, during the late war ; 
and the same sum is now requested on a voluntary 
principle, for a higher and nobler object. 

Let Christians seriously consider, as in the presence 
of God, and as indebted to him for the hope and pros- 
pects of eternal life, whether they dare, or ought to re- 
nise it. As to all lower incomes than those alluded to, a 
certain proportion ought likewise to be allotted for the 
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same objects, except in the case of absolute poverty. 
Perhaps a twentieth, or a thirtieth at least, is the low- 
est rate, or proportion which should, in any case be al- 
lotted to the service of God. 



2. Consider, that all the pecuniary efforts you cdn 
pcfssibly make, are essentially requisite for the enHght' 
ening and regeneration of society y and that your par- 
simony may be the means of retarding the universal 
promulgation of the gospel. 

I have already shown, in chapter VI. the vast ex- 
tent of the enterprize to be undertaken, and of the 
work to be accomplished, and the immense sums re- 
quisite for carrying them forward ; from which it wfll 
appear, that all the liberality that every Christian can 
display, is absolutely necessary in order to promote the 
renovation of the physical and moral world, and to dif- 
fuse the knowledge of divine truth among the nations. 
Almost all the departments of the social state requii'c 
to be re-modelled— universal education, on a broad 
and universal basis, requires to be established in every 
land — the poor require to be furnished with employ- 
ment, instruction and comfortable habitations — " the 
face of the earth" requires to be " renewed," and the 
deserts, marshes, and barren wastes, transformed into 
fertile fields, and luxuriant vegetation — the 600 millions 
which people heathen nations, require to be instructed 
in the knowledge of the true God, and of Jesus Christ 
whom he hath sent — the " isles afar off must be visited, 
and vast continents explored, that their inhabitants may 
be visited with the day spring from on high . and the 
knowledge of salvation." The gospel must be pub- 
lishecl to all nations, and the way prepared for the tri- 
umphant reign of Messiah over all kindreds and peo- 
ple. Every valley must be exalted, and every moun- 
tain and hill must be levelled, to prepare a high way 
for the ai^roach of Him "to whom is given dominion, 
and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and 
languages, should serve Him" — '^ whose dominion is an 
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everlasting dominion, and his kingdom that which shall 
not be destroyed." All these extensive and important 
objects require to be accomplished by the combined 
eflforts of the citizens of Zion, in connection with the 
movements of Divine Providence and the operations of 
the Divine Spirit, and an imperious call is addressed to 
every one to engage in this holv enterprise. Sajr not 
ye, therefore, as the ancient Jews, ** The time is not 
come, the time that the Lord's house should be built." 
" For, thus saith the Lord of hosts, consider your ways ; 
go up to the mountain, and bring store, and build this 
house, and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glori- 
fied, saith Jehovah. Be strong, all ye people of the 
land, and work, for I am with you, saith the Lord of 
hosts. For thus saith the Lord, it is a little while, and 
I will shake the heavens and the earth, and the sea, and 
the dry land. And I will shake all nations, and the de- 
sire of all nations shall come, and I will fill this house 
with glory, saith the Lord of hosts. The silver is 
mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts. I 
will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and I will de- 
stroy the strength of the kingdoms of the heathen, and 
I will give peace, saith the Lord of hosts." 

Now, therefore, my brethren, listen to the admoni- 
tion. " Thus saith the Lord of hosts, consider your 
ways;" consider whether you have yet done all that 
is in your power to accomplish the purposes of the 
most High. Consider, whether your indifference and 
parsimonyy have not prevented the preparations requi- 
site for rearing the spiritual temple of Jehovah. And, 
, if you are convinced, that, were you weighed in the 
balance, you would be found wanting, it is now time to 
make up your deficiency, and to awake to spiritual 
activity, and to holy enterprises. Will you allow the 
love of the world to prevent the extension of the gos- 
pel, and to retard the approach of the millennial era, 
and the full glory of Messiah's reign? Yet this ye do, 
if ye do not come forward, with cheerfulness, to de- 
vote all the treasures you can possibly spare, to pre- 
pare the way, for the proclamation apiong all people 
of " the salvation of our God." What a sad reflection is 
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it, should conscience accuse us, that we have been 
guilty of standing as obstructions to the progress and 

f)rosperity of the Redeemer's kingdom ? It is not un- 
ikely that a reflection of this kind may occasionally 
damp the joys of individuals, even in the celestial man- 
sions. We are told of some who shall be saved, " yet 
so as by Jirep implying, that, though they shall be 
rescued from perdition, yet a mark of disapprobation 
will be set upon certain parts of their conduct, which 
will prevent them from receiving the higher rewards 
of the heavenly state. But, every Christian should so 
act, as to render himself worthy of the highest appro- 
bation of his Lord and master, and of the higher seats 
in the mansions of bliss. Those to whom God has 
given abundant treasures, have the best opportunities 
of thus distinguishing themselves ; and we luiow, more- 
over, that, "to whom much is given," from them 
" much will be required." Let it never, then, be sur- 
mised of you, that your conduct appears, as if you set 
a higher value on the pomp and fashion of the world, 
in laying up treasures on earth, in providing portions for 
your children, or in living in luxurious abundance, than 
m hastening the arrival of the millennium, or in aim- 
ing at the highest honors of the celestial kingdom. 
Let the promises of your God and Redeemer, the pleas- 
ure of beholding the gradual progress of the world's 
regeneration, and the glorious prospects presented to 
your faith, animate and encourage you to come forth 
as a Christian hero in the cause of universal benevo- 
lence ; and although you should be sneered at by the 
men of the world, " great shall be your reward," in that 
kingdom where they who have been instrumental in 
turning many to righteousness, <* shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament, and as the stars forever 
and ever.* 



* It is not a little unaccountable, on Christian principles, that so many 
wealthy professors of religion leave the world, without bequeathing 
any portion of their substance for religious and philantliropic purposes. 
An aged gentleman, a professor of religion, who had for.many years 
attended a respectable dissenting place of worship, died a feW weeks 
ago, leaving money and property to the amount of j620,000. But, al- 
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3. Consider the import of the words of your Re- 
deemer, " It is more blessed (or happy) to give than to 
receive.^' 

The disposition to communicate happiness to fellow- 
intelligences, is one of the characteristic traits of the 
true Christian, by which he is distinguished from the 
selfish and avaricious soul, and from the world that 
lieth in wickedness. It is the source of all natural and 
moral good, the spring of all public and private happi- 
ness, and the only real excellence of moral and intelli- 
gent beings. A disposition to receive happiness from 
others, but never to be instrumental in imparting it, 
would create a vast blank throughout the universe ; 
and its countless tribes of inhabitants would remain 
forever destitute of enjoyment. Creation might pre- 
sent a scene of beauty and fertility to the eye, but the 
affection of moral beings would be cold and chill as the 
frosts of winter, and their hearts would never thrill 

though he was unmavried, and had no children, nor brothers nor sisters, 
not a single pound of it was devoted to the public, charitable, or religious 
objects — while the onehalf of this sum might have been appropriated to 
such objects, without the least injury to surviving relatives, most of whom 
stood in no need of it. About a month affo, a lady informed me, that 
a gentleman in one of our populous cities had died worth £300,000. I 
replied, in the words of the late J. B. Wilson, Esq., " He has died wick- 
edly rich." She was startled at the reply and said " that he was a re- 
spectable character, and had acauired his wealth in an honorable way." 
I asked, how much of it he had left for the purposes of religion and phi- 
lemthropy 1 She replied, " that she had heard of nothing being left for 
such purposes, but he had, no doubt, given during his life, something for 
charitable objects ; and that it was very prof)er and dutiful for a man to 
provide for his family, that they may move in their proper station ; for 
we are told, that he who provideth not for his household, hath denied 
the faith, and is worse than an infidel," &c. I replied, such a man 
ought to have left at least, £30,000, for rational and religious purposes, 
without in the least injuring his family, in whatever station they were 
brought up, and 1 could not but entertain a very low opinion of that 
man% Christianity, who could accumulate so much wealth, and leave 
none of it to promote the cause of religion and the best interests of man- 
kind. But my worthy female friend could not be persuaded but thftt a 
man might lawfully do with his own as he pleased, and that his family 
were entitled to the whole of what lie possessed. This is a fallacy 
which ought to be removed from the minds of professed religionists, as 
it implies a virtual denied of our dependence upon God, and of our 
obligations to consecrate our wealth and talents to the accomplishment 
c£ hi8 benevolent designs. 
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with joy amidst surrounding associates. But, from the 
voluntary and benevolent agency of intelligent beings, 
beginning at the great first cause of all enjoyment, 
and descending through every subordinate rank of in- 
tellectual existence, flows all that happiness which is 
enjoyed, either in earth or heaven, by every rank of 
moral agents, whether men or angels, cherubim or 
seraphim. This is the plain import of the maxim of 
our Saviour. " It is more happy to give than to re- 
ceive," namely, that the communication of good ought 
to be the great object of every Christian, and that it is 
more desirable and honorable to impart enjoyment to 
others than to receive it from them. 

I cannot conceive a source oS greater happiness on 
earth, than that which would flow to a Christian, whom 
God had blessed with abundance of wealth, in distri- 
buting, at least the one half of his substance, in works 
of piety and beneficence. He might soon behold, 
every where around him, the young trained up in 
knowledge and virtue, the gospel preached to the poor 
and to every class, the i^orant instructed, the indus- 
trious laborer supplied with employment, the afl[licted 
relieved, the wants of the destitute supplied, schools, 
churches, and commodious dwellings with garden plots, 
rising on every side ; the desert cultivated, and the 
wilderness made to bud and blossom as the rose. 
Such a character would be as eyes to the blind, and 
feet to the lame, and would cause the widow's heart to 
leap for joy. Wherever he appeared misery would 
smile, and his presence would be hailed with gratitude 
and joy. How many improvements of this description 
might be efiected, and how much happiness difiused, 
by judiciously distributing in every district five thou- 
sand, or even one thousand pounds annually, on such 
objects ? But where is the man or the Christian to be 
found who pants after such celestial enjoyment ? 

In the exercise of this disposition we become imita- 
tors of God, and are assimilated to lus character. 
When he brought creation into existence, he could 
have no possible view, in launching innumerable worlds 
into the depths of space, but to display the glories of 
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his nature, and to confer benefits on their inhabitants. 
Could we wing our flight through the regions of im- 
mensity, and survey the various ranks of the population 
of the universe — could we mingle with the hosts of 
angels and archangels, and witness their enjoyments, 
we should find, that all the arrangements of the Al- 
mighty, in reference to their sitiKition and activities have 
a tendency to contribute to their felicity — that his 6c- 
nevolence is displayed wherever matter exists, and 
wherever there are sentient and intellectual beings to 
participate of his bounty. He is not adored by the 
heavenly host, or by any of his creatures, " as if he 
needed any thing" to augment his glory, " seeing he 
giveth to all, life and breath, and all things." He is de- 
clared in scripture to be "abundant in goodness,'^ 
** good to all," continually " doing good," and that " his 
tender mercies are over all his works." Now, we are? 
commanded to be imitators of God in his universal 
beneficence. "Be ye merciful, as your Father in 
heaven is merciful ; love your enemies, and do good to 
them that hate you ; that ye may be the children of 
your Father who is in heaven ; for he maketh his sun to 
rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on 
the just, and on the unjust." By acting in this charac- 
ter, we are likewise imitators of the blessed Redeemer, 
^* who went about doing good" to all classes of men, 
without distinction of rank or nation. Though he waff 
"the brightness of the Father's glory," yet, "for oor 
sakes he oecame poor, and took upon him the form of 
a servant." His whole life was an uninterrupted se- 
ries of beneficent actions. He had compassion on the 
ignorant and the distressed^ he fed the hungry multi^ 
tudes in a desert ; he opened the eyes of the blind, 
unstopped the ears of the deaf, made the lame man td 
leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb to smg^ 
He restored to disconsolate parents the children whoitt 
death had snatched from their embrace ; he healed alt 
manner of fflckness and disease among the people, and 
none ever applied to him for relief, who was refused 
assistance or spumed from his presence. And fiovr 
Ihal *^ he has entered into heaven to appei^r in the pre^^ 
20 
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€nce of God for us,** he is ensaffed in similar benevo- 
lent services. For, we are told, Aat " the Lamb in the 
midst of the throne feeds,** the redeemed inhabitants, 
** and leads them to living fountains of water, and wipes 
away tears from every ^ye." We are therefore ex- 
horted to " be followers of Christ as dear children, and 
to walk in love ; for he hath set us an example that we 
should walk in his steps.** 

Again, in the exercise of the disposition to communi- 
cate happiness, we imitate the angelic tribes^ who are 
incessantly engaged in similar services. Those glori- 
ous beings, not only contribute to the happiness of each 
other, but rejoice to wing their downward flight to 
communicate messages of mercy to mankind. Al- 
though they dwell amidst the splendors of eternal day, 
they refuse not to descend for a season to our wretched 
world. They entered the lowly cot of the Virgin Ma- 
ry, with a message of joy ; they flew swiftly to Daniel, 
to explain his vision ; they unbarred the prison gates to 
rescue Peter from his enemies ; they comforted Paul 
with the assurance of divine protection, while tossing 
on the raging billows ; and, in numerous ways with 
which we are unacquainted, " they encamp around 
those who fear the Lord,** and are " ministering spirits 
to the heirs of salvation.'* In short, heaven, whither 
we profess to be journeying, is a scene of pure benefi- 
cence. In that happy world, the spirits of the just will 
spend an immensity of duration, in an endless diffusion 
of benefits among countless orders of holy intelligences ; 
and while they derive enjoyment from blessings con- 
ferred by kindred spirits, they will still find, that " it is 
more blessed to give than to receive.** For in so doing, 
we most nearly resemble the original source of fehcity, 
who is " the blessed and only potentate," supreme m 
happiness, yet incessantly diffusing benefits among un- 
numbered beings, throughout the whole extent of his 
universal empire. 

Were such dispositions to be generally prevalent 
among men, what a happy world should we look upon, 
compared with that which we now behold 1 Were it 
universally prevalent, into what a glorious scene would 
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society be transformed! Heaven would descend to 
earth, and an image would be presented of the inter- 
courses and the joys of the blessed above. And, what 
should hinder such a disposition from being universally 
displayed, but the selfishness and depravity of man ? 
Wny may not our world be filled with intelligent be- 
ings, devoted to such noble, and god-like aims, as well 
as with tribes of selfish demons ? There is no physical 
impossibility to prevent such a blessed transformation. 
But the WILL of man stands as a barrier ; he perceives 
not in what his true happiness consists ; " he loves dark- 
ness rather than light,*' and misery more than happi- 
ness, and will not bend his ears to the instructions of 
heavenly wisdom. No man, however, ought to assume 
the name of a Christian in whom this benevolent and 
godlike disposition does not exist. Were Christianity 
universally diffused, and its holy principles recognised 
as the basis of human action, we should, ere long, be- 
hold such displays of beneficence in all the regions of 
the globe, and among every kindred and tribe and peo- 
ple; and the sighs of the disconsolate, the groans of the 
oppressed, and the shouts of warriors would be heard 
no more. 

Let me beseech you, then, nay Christian brethren, 
to cultivate this benignant principle, and show to the 
world that you are actuated by higher aims than the 
sons of avarice, and that you are of one heaii; and affec- 
tion with the angels of light. To do good, and to com- 
municatej forget not, for with such sacrifices, God is 
well pleased. And, if you are thus disposed, you will 
come forward, with cheerfulness, in every work of uni- 
versal philanthrophy, and will not grudge any of the 
small sacrifices we have now proposed. You will thus 
be instrumental in augmenting the sum of happiness on 
earth, and prepared for engaging in the benevolent em- 
ployments of the inhabitants of heaven. 

4. Consider the fleeting nature of earthly enjofy^ 
mentSy and how soon you may be called to part with 
every thing you now possess. 

You may be disposed, at first view, to think it hard 
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to part with a hundred ortwo hundred pounds for the 
good of others, while you do not know now much you 
may require for yourself and family, at some future pe» 
riod. But you ought to recollect, that we should be di- 
rected by what appears to he present duty, without 
looking forward to mere ]>ossibiuties, or contingencies 
which may never happen, and should trust in God, as 
to all the future arrangements of our lot in this world. 
While we perplex ourselves vrith anxieties about futu- 
rity, that futurity, in relation to the present scene, may 
never arrive. In such an hour as we think not the 
messenger of death may make his appearance to sum- 
mon us to the world of spirits. So numerous are in- 
stances ctf this description, and so frequently reported 
in our daily records of intelligence, that no one can, with 
any show of reason, flatter himself that he shall cer- 
tainly live to enjoy a long succession of months or 
years. And, should the grim messenger arrive at a 
^ime when you have been withholding your wealth 
from benevolent objects, and laying it up for future 
use, how many painful reflections may ansc to embit-* 
ter your comforts and shake your hopes, on the eve of 
your departure — nay, to produce painful feelings, if 
that be possible, even on your entrance to the world of 
bliss.* When you have the immediate prospect of bid- 
ding a last adieu to all earthly riches and grandeur, they 
willappear of a very diflerent value from that by which 

♦ It is not alto^her im{>robable, that certain painful feelings or reflee- 
tions, may occasionally arise in the mind, even in heaven itself. We 
have no reason to believe^that it is such a state of absolute perfection, 
at least on our first entrance to it, as entirely to prevent some transient 
uneasy reflections. The saints will carry with them into that state all 
their recoUeci\on6 in reference to their dispositions and conduct in the 
present world, and, therefore, it is not unlikely, that the sins they com- 
mitted in this life, and particularly, the little zeal they displayed in pro- 
moting the interests of the Redeemer's kingdom, after they were brought 
to the knowledge of the truth — may occasionally produce an unpleasr 
ant feeling in the midst of all their joys. This idea seems to be included 
in the representation eiven in the parable of the talents respecting the 
degrees of honor to which persons will be advanced in proportion to 
their zeal and activity in the cause of Grod, while upon earth. But jbXX 
9lich uneasy reflections, should they arise, will only tend to lead the 
soul to higher admiration of the boundless and unmerited JOY^ pf God 
which is m Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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they are now estimated. At that period, jrou willJook 
upon them in the light in which a ^at man in a neigh- 
boring country, viewed some extraordinary mark of 
distinction and honor sent him as he lay on his death 
bed. "Alas! ^said he, looking coldly upon it) this is 
a mighty fine thing here in this country, but I am fast 
bound for a country where it will be of no service to 
me." Reflect then, my Christian friend, on the views 
you will have of riches, at the hour of death, and let 
this consideration excite you, while in the vigor of health, 
" to devise liberal thmgs" in regaid to the further- 
ance of every philanthropic object, so that no bitter re- 
grets may disturb your last moments, and that "an 
abundant entrance may be ministered to you into the 
everlasting kingdom of your Lord and Saviour." 

6. Consider the promises and declarations of God in 
reference to the certainty of temporal support. 

There is scarcely any thing that causes so much 
anxious thought and perplexity to mankind in general, 
as the consideration — now thejr are to acquire the 
means of subsistence ? and, on this account, they have 
always an argument at hand, against distributing their 
money for public and religious objects. But there is 
nothing more clear and express than the promises made 
to the Christian in reference to his temporal support, 
so that while he is diligent in his business and conducts 
his affairs with prudence and discretion, be needs never 
harrass his mind with anxious thoughts about future 
subsistence. The following are a selection of those 
divine declarations on which his faith and hope may 
confidently rely, as the words of him who is immuta- 
ble, and who keepeth covenant and mercy to a thou- 
sand ffenerations. 

" The earth is the Lord's and the fuhiess thereof. 
Every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a 
thousand hills. Honor the Lord unth thy substance^ and 
with the first fruits of all thine increase ; so shall thy 
bams be filed tvith plenty ^ and thy presses shall burst 
out with new wine. Better is a little with the fear of 
26* 
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the Lord than great riches and trouble therewith. A 
little that a righteous man hath is better than the riches 
of many wicked. I have been young, (says the 
Psalmist,) and now am old, yet have I not seen the 
rjffhteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. 
The liberal soul skall be made fat, and he that watereth 
shall be watered also himself. Thy bread shall be given 
thee, and thy water shall be sure. Take no anxious 
thought (says our Saviour) for your life, what ye shall 
eat or what ye shall drink, t\ov yet for your body what 
ye shall put on. Behold the fowls of the air, for they 
sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into bams, 
yet your heavenly father feedeth them. Are ye not 
much better than they ? And why take ye thought for 
raiment? Consider the lilies of the field how they 
grow ; they toil not, neither do they spin. And yet I 
say unto you that even Solomon in all his ^lory was 
not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, rf God so 
clothe the grass of the field, which to-day is, and to- 
morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more 
clothe you, O ye of little faith ? The time is short, — ^it 
remaineth that they who weep be as though they wept 
not ; and they that rejoice as though they rejoiced not ; 
and they that buy as though they possessed not ; and 
they that use this world as not abusing it ; for the fash- 
ion of this world passeth away. He who soweth spa- 
ringly shall reap also sparingly ; and he who sotveth 
bountiftdly shall reap also bountifully; for Ghd loveth 
a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace 
abound toward you, that ye always, having all suffi- 
ciency in all things, may abound to every good work. 
Be careful for nothing, but in eveiy thing, by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests 
be made known to God. I have learned (says Paul) 
in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. I 
know both how to be abased, and I know how to 
abound ; every where, and in all things, I am instructed 
both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and 
to suffer need. But I have all and abound, and n^ 
God shall supply all your need, according to his riches 
ki glory by Chnst Jesus. Godliness with contentment 
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is great gain ; for we brought nothing into this world, 
and it is certain we can carry nothing out ; and having 
food and raiment, let us therewith be content. Charge 
them that are rich in this world that they be not high 
minded, nor trust in uncertain riches ; but in the living 
God who ffiveth us all things richly to enjoy — that they 
do good, that they be rich m good works, ready to dis- 
tribute, willing to communicate, laying up in store for 
themselves a good foundation a^nst the time to come.'' 
The ancient worthies " took joyfully the spoiling of 
their goods, knowing in themselves that they had in 
heaven a better and a more enduring substance." 
Moses "esteemed the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than all the treasures of Egypt." " Let your con- 
versation be without covetousness, and be content with 
such things as ye have ; for he hath said, I will never 
leave thee nor forsake thee. Humble yourselves under 
the mighty hand of Gk>d, casting all your care upon 
him, for he careth for you. A good man showeth 
favor and lendeth ; he will guide nis affairs with dis- 
cretion. He hath dispersed, he hath given to the poor ; 
his righteousness endureth forever. Surely he shall 
not be moved forever. The righteous shall be in ever- 
lasting remembrance." 

Such Divine declarations as the above, should have 
a powerful influence on the mind of every Christian, 
in reconciling him to his situation in life, and to the 
measure of wealth which Providence has allotted him ; 
and, in inspiring him with a noble liberality in the dis- 
tribution of his riches, without fear of consequences. 
For God has pledged himself in these promises and de- 
clarations, that tfey who trust in Him, and conduct 
their afiairs with discretion, shall want for nothing that 
is truly desirable in tfieir pikrimase through this world. 
" The younc lions may ladt and suffer hunger ; but 
they that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing." 
AH the saints, in every age, have in some measure ex- 
perienced the truth of these declarations, and, in many 
remarkable instances, they have been strikingly fulfil- 
led, in cases where all prospects of subsistence had 
disappeared, and all hopes of deliverance had nearly 
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failed ; as might have been illustrated by many inter- 
esting facts recorded in the history of the church, and 
of individual Christians, had our limits permitted. 

I shall conclude with the following sentiments, — and 
an anecdote stated by Dr. Witherspoon. 

There are those who are rich in their poverty, be- 
cause they are content, and use generously what .they 
have ; there are those, who, in the midst of their rich- 
es, are really poor, from their insatiable covetousness, 
or profusion. — Calmet. 

The prayer which Socrates taught his pupil Alcibi- 
ades, is remarkable, and deserves the consideration 
even of a Christian: — "That he should beseech the 
Supreme God, to give him what was good for him, 
though he ^houfd not ask it ; and to withhold from him 
whatever would be hurtful, though he should be so 
foolish as to pray for it." 

The following piece of private history that happened 
in Great Britain, is related by the late Dr. Witherspoon, 
in one of his sermons. 

" A gentleman of very considerable fortune, but a 
stranger to either personal or family religion, one eve- 
ning, took a solitary walk through a part of his own 
grounds. He happened to come near to a mean hut, 
where a poor man with a numerous family lived, who 
earned their bread by daily labor. He heard a voice 
pretty loud and continued. Not knowing what it was, 
curiosity prompted him to listen. The man, who was 
piously disposed, happened to be at prayer with his 
family. So soon as he could distinguish the words, he 
heard him giving thanks with great affection to God, 
for the goodness of his providence in giving them food 
to eat, and raiment to put on, and in supplying them 
with what was necessary and comfortable in the pres- 
ent life. He was immediately struck with astonish- 
ment, and confusion, and said to himself, ' does this 
poor man, who has nothing but the meanest fare, and 
that purchased by severe labor, give thanks to God for 
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his goodness to himself and family, and I, who enjoy 
ease, and honor, and every thing that is grateful and 
desirable, have hardly ever bent my knee, or made any 
acknowledgment to my Maker and Preserver?' It 
pleased God, that this providential occurrence proved 
the means of bringing him to a real and lasting sense 
of God and religion." 
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The following statements extracted from the "Report of the 
Commissioners," who were sent to Ireland to investigate the 
state of the lower classes in that country, exhibit a picture of 
the effects of covetousness, combined with its usual accompa- 
niment— apaf Ay in regard to the sufferings of others, which 
would disgrace a Pagan land, and much more a Christian 
land. 

These Commissioners appear to have conducted their inqui- 
ries openly and fairly. They held their sti tings in upwards of 
one hundred parishes. They were sent through the whole of 
the four provmces of Ireland, and obtained information from 
all ranks and classes, from " the highest landlord, down to the 
lowest beggar." * 

The details stated below, are only specimens of hundreds of 
similar details, equally horrible and revolting, which are scat- 
tered throughout a quarto volume of between lour and five hun- 
dred pages. The answers to the questions put, taken viva voce, 
are printed verbatim, under the following seven heads. 1. 
Deserted and orphan children. 2. Illegitimate children and 
their mothers. 3. Widows with families of young children. 
4. Impotent through age and infirmity. 5. Sick, poor. 6. Able- 
bodied out of work. 7. Vagrants. 

1. The following extracts relate to widows with children. 

They are seldom half fed, say a cloud of witnesses. One 
meal of potatoes a day, is the most they can expect, eked out 
with unwholesome weeds. Mr. Cotter, rector of a parish in 
the County of Cork, says, " One evening a parcel of workmen 
came to me for soup, which I was in the habit of giving. Some 
cabbage stumps that were thrown out of the kitchen were ly- 
ing. The piffs and fowls had picked them almost quite bare. 
/ saw myself six or seven of the poor women turn their fa- 
ces to the wall, and eat the stumps the pigs had left. Peggy 
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Kieman, a beggar woman, says, the widows get, when at work 
for the farmers, 14d per day. They rarely beg in public, un* 
less, when their children are so young they cannot leave 
them." 

The Assistant Commissioners found widow Halloran work- 
ing a quilt. She worked eight hours a day, and it would take 
her a week to finish it, and all she had bargained for, was one 
shilling. A man who happened to be standing by, said he 
would not give two pence a day, for what any widow in the 
parish would earn by her labor. Parochial assistance is un- 
known, and the question, whether the absentee proprietors who 
hold nearly the entire parish, ever contribute to the relief of 
those who pay them rent, — was answered with a laugh, that 
expressed aatonisJimtnt at the thought of such a thing being 
entertained. 

When the cholera appeared at Cork, a small hospital was 
established, and a few patients admitted into it. Notwith- 
standing the great dread that was entertained of the disease, 
three poor widows feigned sicknesSj in order to gain admis- 
sion ; one, the widow Suck, had two childr^. When these 
women were detected, they refused to go out. In the Qounty 
of Limerick, there has been no widow driven by her necessi- 
ties to prostitution, though one of these virtuous poor women 
states, that she lives in a hovel without a roof " I have no 
house,** says she, " but I got a few poles, and made a narrow 
shed, by placing them against the wall ani covering them 
with loose weeds. The end is open to the air, and there is no 
door." She expects, with her boy, to pass the wintet under 
the same shed. 

Even in the north of Ireland, where Protestants chiefly re- 
side, similar privations are found to prevail. The following is 
a picture of a Londonderry widow. 

The Assistant Commissioners visited one widow. She liv- 
ed in a wretched hovel on the road-side, about half a mile from 
Dungiven. There was a little straw in a corner, which, cov- 
ered with a thin linen quilt, served as a bed. Over two or 
three kindled turf, a girl of about ten years of age, was bend- 
ing, and a middle-aged woman was sitting, spinning, in the 
centre of the hut. She said that the girl was the youngest of 
eight children, and was only a month old, when, oy her hus- 
band's death, she was left wholly dependent on her own exer- 
tions. None of the children were at that time able to assist 
her ; and the only employment open to her was spinning, by 
which she could then make ^, a day. By her spinning, whictt 
was gradually diminished to 2d, a day, she brought up her 
eight children, sending them out to service as they grew on. 
They are now marcied, or engaged in service. The three elo* 
ust married when they were under eighteen. " They never,'^ 
«ti* she, " got a noggin of broth in charity 5 nor did m handftil 
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of potatoes badly got, ever enter my house. I always kept the 
roof over them, and prevented their begging." She never had 
any land ; her landlord having taken from her, that which 
her husband held ; but he left her the house, half of which 
was blown down, and in the remaining half, she stiill lived. 
She seemed cheerful and contented, but said, she had gone 
through unutterable hardships. " Many a time," said she, " a 
neighbor woman that lived with me, did not know that I had 
only eaten two or three potatoes that day, and, at night, I used 
to be up two or three times, when I could not sleep, thinking 
of my misfortunes, and looking out for the day-light to begin 
working." 

Widow McCrow, another inhabitant of the north, stated, 
" The rain comes in through the roof of my hut. I sleep on 
the ground, which is constantly wet, and have not so much 
straw as would fill a hat. I have but a single fold of a blanket 
to cover my whole family. I have had it for eight years. My 
children are naked, I have a lump on the shoulder, for whicn 
I cannot set medical assistance." It was agreed by all pres- 
entjthat few widows can be better than this woman. 

The^gentry^ says the Report, scarcely ever assist the poor 
widows, but the laborers will often work a day for them gratis 
in building a hovel. Some of these widows have too much 
pride to be^, and pine in hopeless misery, in some wretched 
cabin. In the single parish of Killaloe, in the county of Clare, 
the R. C. Priest, speaks of sixty widows in this destitute 
state. 

" I had not," says Mary Slattery, " a sod of turf to warm a 
drink for my sick child. AH I had to-day, was four cold pota- 
toes. The rain comes down through the roof, and my lodger 
never slept a wink last night, trying how to keep the bed 
clothes dry. As God knows my heart, I spent the night on the 
hearth-stone, crying and praying that God would look down 
on me and my children." 

As to laying by any thing when in employment, that is out 
of the question. " No man," says Mr. Donaugh, " could lay up 
any thing for his old age, unless he have an old lease. In oth- 
er cases, there is no chance of it.?' 

The effect of this wretched life, and diet^ is too apparent, 
and cuts off the sufferers before the usual period of human life. 
Laborers usually break down at the age of fifty-five, from the 
effects of scanty food, and exposure to the weather. The same 
is reported of mechanics. /If there is a bridge to be built, there 
will not be a man above fifty-five upon it. Poverty bends their 
spirits and breaks them down. It appears from the evidence, 
that the custom of supporting their parents, which used to be 
the pride of the Irish peasants, is decaying fast, from the pres- 
sure of the times, and incapacity. Laborers supporting their 
parents, are often reduced to one meal of dry potatoes. It 
27 
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sometimes comes to counting the potatoes. Then, as the sec- 
ond family ^ws large, the daughter in-law begins to grum- 
ble. She wiU not see ner children starred to feed her hus- 
band's parents. ^ Being always at iiome, she is apt to find her 
husband's father in the way, and you will see '^e old man 
coweriuff in the chimney, as if he were endeavoring to hide 
himself from her.'' An old man says himself, ^^ the few pota- 
toes I eat, sir, cannot do me good, for 1 am afraid they are 
grudged me, and Mdiat is more, I grudge them to myself, when 
I see so many mouths opening for them." One witness states, 
that *' the turning out of the father is so common, that the con- 
trary is the exception." 

The Rev. Mr. Gibson mentions the following case. " The 
wife and family of a man who had been respectable, died here 
of tcanf, a short time since. They could not get any thing to 
eat at times, more than once in two days. Tliey died rather 
than beg.^^ Such cases, alas ! are by no means scarce. Mr. 
Riley says, " two montns ago, I saw an old woman eighty 
years of age, going over the bridge to beg her breakfast. When 
she got to the top. she stopped to rest herself, and, when I 
came up to her, sne was dead." Dr. Walsh, M. D., states, 
" that in his parish in Kildare, many have died of actual star- 
vation." 

Yet, in a country where such scenes are daily passing, all 
the great land-owners, are averse to the introduction of poor 
laws, and for this most selfish reason, that the principal burden 
of supporting the poor, would, Tas it ought,) fall upon them- 
selves. It is curious to remark, that the farmers and shop-keep- 
ers, in a word, the middle and producing classes of the Irish 
community, approve of some system of poor laws, while the 
gentry as decidedly set their face against any stich system. 
" 2^6 gentry never give to beggars,^^ says one of the witnes- 
ses, *' high walls surround their demesnes, and a dog is kept 
at the gates to prevent the entrance of a beggar. Absentees^ 
even in times of dearth, or infectious disease, send over no 
subscriptions.''^ "They send over nothing but latitats and 
ejectments," says the Rev. Mr. Burke. The evidence of Dr. 
Mc Hale, R. C. Archbishop of Tuam, written by himself^ is 
remarkable on this point. " The gentry," says the Archbish- 
op, " scarcely ever subscribe regularly for their support, even 
in the seasons of appalUng distress, (1832 and '34,) there were 
individuals of large fortunes, who did not subscribe one shil- 
ling. The burden is thrown by the affluent gentry on their 
poorer neighbors ; orders are mten issued by the proprietors 
of large mansions, not to suffer such a nuisance as a beg- 
gar, to approach the gates. I could name the persons. The 
general opinion is favorable to a provision for the poor, in case 
the burden do not fall on those classes that are already taxed 
for their support. It is in vain to make a provision for the 
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poor, unless the property of the absentee, and the church lands 
are almost exclusirely f[xed with the amount ; otherwise, such 
& provision would be no relief. All that could be gained by 
taxing the industrious classes, would be to make that compul- 
sory which is now voluntary. If the properties of the absent- 
ees are taxed, and the church lands be re-appropriated to their 
original destination, a large fund, now lying idle, will be appli- 
ed to the support oi the people." 

In the examinations in the county of Longford, Mr. K 

said, he represented the feelings ol a great number, when he 
expressed himself "in favor of a support for the infirm, espe- 
pecially from a tax on absentees, one of whom draws £10,000 
per annum from the county, and £3000 from the parish, withr 
out contributing any thing for the su/pport of the poor.^^ 

2. Under the head of " sick poor,^^ we find that no relief ex- 
ists for the poor, when sick or diseased. 

If the disease be contagious, they are either put out of the 
cabin into a temporary hut, or the rest of the family leave it 
and them. Any nounshment the neighbors may give them, is 
left at the door, and the creatures crawl out to take it in. Ma- 
ny have been disabled for life, by scrambling out of bed to get 
what is left for them at the door. " The day before yester- 
day," says a witness, " a woman coming from Galway, was 
taken ill on the road. The people thought she had the cholera, 
and refused to let her into their houses. She lay by the side 
of a "ditch and died in the morning." "Our diseases," says 
Mr. Powel, " are caused by cold, hunger, and nakedness. Tne 
poor man on regaining his appetite, finds nothing to eat. A 
little food would restore him, but he sinks for the want of it. 
People are constantly tapped for a dropsy arising from star- 
vation?^ " I have frequently," says Dr. Walsh, " found the 
sick lying on the bare damp ground, straw being considered 
a liuvury which the pig only, which pays the rent, has a right 
to enjoy. ^^ In some places, there are charitable loan funds ; 
" but," says a witness, " the gentry and landlords seldom std)- 
scribeJ^^ 

When we go to beg at a gentleman's house, says Pat Mitch- 
ell, beggarman, it is the wife that asks reliel, and the answer 
frequently is, "go from the door, woman." " The farmers are 
kindlier by far. It is the humble sort that live on the road-side, 
that are really good to us ; but half the country, God help 
them ! have no Christianity in them at aW^ Molamey says, 
that, in the mountains of thik parish, when the potatoes tail 
them, they bleed the cattle, and eat the boiled blood, some- 
times mixed with meal, but oftener without it; he has himself 
known the same beast to have been bled three timss in one 
season; they never bleed their cattle for this purpose, when 
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Ikef cem procure anf other food; he says, '^ die mete labonni 
wookl not gel a poutoe on credit ; they w<mld gladly take 
credit on anp terma^ if thev coold get it; they would promise 
any thing before the^ wonld beg, which some are obliged to 
do, and to leare their own place in shame. They take one 
journey by night before they begin, that they may sare the ex- 
posure." 

The Assistant Commissioners entered into the cabin of a 
woman laboring under the disease of water in the chest. She 
said, '^ I have not this morning been able to rise from that bed 
of straw. I felt a sort of gnawing about my heart. The only 
thing I had was these (ew potatoes, (pointing to some on the 
ground between her and a little girl, who had the small pox,) 
you see they are rotten the most of thent, ami all are ire/." 
'* Yet these very people," says a respectable newspaper editor, 
"thus abandoned by wretches— fiends in the human shape, 
who call themselves landlords, exhibit some of the finest feel- 
ings that ever adorned the human hearL'' When one has a 
tolerable coat, he lends it to a neighbor, that he may carry 
something to the market, and look decent. The Rev. Mr. 
Gibbon says, " when I go to a village to hold a station, one 
man comes to me, and confesses, and when he has done, goes 
out and lends his ooat to a neighbor, that he mav come in al- 
so ; the rery women do the same, and lend not only their cloak 
but their gown." 

Mary Carr^ who is a widow, and who is rearing up a found- 
litig, aays, " the blanket that was on my bed, I cut up to make 
two little petticoats for the child. I do not know what kitchen 
means. I am not able to buy a ha' porth of milk in the fort- 
nififht, and have not tasted a herring these three months." 
This woman, says Mr. G. Cottingham, is a fair specimen of 
the widows of the parish. 

In transcribing the above revolting statements, I have been 
almost led to feel ashamed of the order of inteUigent beings to 
which I belong. It cannot but fill every feeling and well-pria- 
cipled mind with a holy indignation, that such scenes should 
be found to exist in a country that boasts of its religion, and 
requires so much money for its support. The facts are not the 
exaggerations of any political party ; as they were pitblicly 
and minutely investigated, and are admitted by all pieurties to 
be substantially correct. They are corroborated by the state- 
ments of the late Mr. Inglis, in his "Journey throughout Ire- 
land in 1834." and, by all others who have lately visited that 
misgoverned, and unhappy eodntry. At this very moment^ 
hundreds of poor starving wretches have been ejected by their 
rich landlords, from the half acres and miserable hovels they 
occupied, in the midst of the most inclement season ot the 
year, to wander through the country, houseless and forlorn, and 
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to perish ef hunger and cold. One of the unfeeling miscreants, 
wIk) acted as factor to some of the landlords, when remonstra- 
ted with on the dismal and destitute situation of the poor peo- 
ple, who were deprived of every shelter, and of every means 
of subsistence, had the fiendish efiirontery to declare, that 
" they might go and eat onb another, if they pleased,^^ 

Even the ,^^ Quarterly JReview,^^ which is not generally very 
squeamish on such subjects, exhibits a becoming indignation 
at this picture. *^ The wonder surely is, (says a writer in No. 
109,) not that men become monsters under such circumstan- 
ces; that they make war upon the world, and the world's law 
which neglects and oppresses them ; that being left to the des- 
titution of the savage, ihey exhibit his disposition, adopt his 
system of self-preservation, and disregard the first principles 
of society. No ! the wonder is, that philosophers are found 
audacious enough to maintain that sufierings, such as we* have 
related, should remain unrelieved, in order to keep up the char- 
itable sympathies of the people for each other, uncontamina- 
ted by the odious interference of a legal provision for the des- 
titute." And again, " the social virtues are stifled in an at- 
mosphere of such misery and selfishness, for the instinct of 
self-preservation overpowers every other feeling." 

Perhaps there are lew instances of covetousness more palpa- 
ble and odious, than are displayed in reference to the facts 
that have been now stated. It is a striking feature connected 
with these facts — that, while thousands of poor creatures are 
living in roofless huts, with nothing but a cold damp floor to 
lie upon, and not even enough of a few rotten potatoes for their 
food, — tne nobility, gentry, and rich landlords, seldom contrib- 
ute in the least, to relieve their misery, while none are more 
loud in their bawlings about religion, and the support of the 
church. It is a most unhappy and unnatural state of society, 
that when thousands are revelling in the midst of luxury and 
debauchery, there should be tens of thousands immediately 
around them, sufiering every privation, and many of them ab- 
solutely perishing for vfdioX in the midst of plenty and splen- 
dor. That such scenes should be daily realized in a country 
blessed with fertility, and a fine climate ; in a country where 
so much wealth is lavished in folly and extravagance, and 
where so many enormous pensions and sinecures are enjoyed, 
both from the church and the state, cannot but fill every gen- 
erous mind with swelling indignation. Here is surely a fine 
opportunity for wealthy gentlemen of benevolent feelings, to 
come forward and display their generosity. What might hin- 
der them from purchasing; some of the Irish moors, and moss- 
eSj and wastes, and setting thousands of the laboring poor to 
bnnff them into a state of cultivation, and to rear fbr themselves 
comfortable habitations ? The blessing of thousands ready to 
perish would rMt upon them, and their own hearts would feel a 
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satisfaction superior to all the pleasures derived from pomp and 
pageantry, and riotous abundance. 

What becomes of all that wealth which has been bestowed 
on the Bishops, Deans, and many of the Rectors of the Epis- 
copal church ; the one half of which would go a great way 
towards meliorating the condition of the lower class of the pop- 
ulation of Ireland ? When the lands, and other emcduments 
were first allotted to the bishops, it was. on the provision, that 
the one half, or at least the one third ot the proceeds should be 
devoted to the poor. This appears to be admitted by the be- 
nevolent Archbishop of Tuam, in his evidence stated above. 
" If the church lands," says the Archbishop, " be re-appropri- 
ated to the original destination, a large fund would be suppli- 
ed to the support of the people." And would not the one half, 
of incomes amounting to eight, ten, fifteen, or twenty thou- 
sand pounds annually, be quite sufficient for any order of min- 
isters beloBcing to the Christian church ? That such an ap- 
propriation has never yet been voluntarily made, even when 
the most urffent demand for it existed — seems to indicate, that 
there is a glaring want of Christian principle and benevolence, 
even among the ministers of the Christian church. 
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